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Such  as  it  has  really  been^  he  lays  it  before 
Ae  world,  ready  to  receive  from  the  impartial 
,T6ftce  of  the  Public  that  praife  or  that  ecnfure 
to  which  he  may  be  found  entitled. 

To  the  republic  df  letters  he  feels  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  apologizing  for  any  inaccuracies 
which  may  be  found  in  the  compofition^  Born 
a  foldier,  though  happy  in  an  excellent  edu-* 
cation,  the  profeffion  of  arms  engaged  his  en-* 
tire  foul ;  fomething  muft,  therefore,  be  al- 
lowed for  the  pfoduftiop  of  one  no  way  in  the 
habit  of  writing  beyond  private  correipon- 
dence  or  military  orders.  Befides,  ever  ac- 
cuftomed  to  execute  his  ideas  with  rapidity, 
he  confeffcs  his  want  of  patience  tp  touch,  re- 
touch, and  ponder,  words  and  fyllables ;  but 
though  his  periods  may  want  that  harmonious 
chime  which  amufes  the  car,  they  fhall  never 
be  deficient  in  truth  and  candour/ 

The  many  exalted  charadefs  wlwfe  names 
are  introduced  in  this  work,  will,  the  Author 
trails,  excufe  the  freedom  he  has  ufed  with 
them ;  he  has,  indeed,  had  the  honour  of 
ftanding  by  their  fides  in  the  field  of  battle 
and  in  the  drawing-room ;  and  he  hopes>  that 

not 
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jiot  one  of  them  wUl  "be  afhamed  of  appearing 
along  with  hin::i  on  paper. 

In  fome  parts  he  has^  however,  fuppreffed 
circumftances  which,  though  highly  honour- 
able to  himfelf,  are  neyerthelefs  improper  for. 
publication ;  but  when  his  readers  refledt,  as 
he  hopes  they  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  do, 
that  he  has  beea  entrufted  with  important 
ilate  fecrets,  by  the  moft  potent  Princes  in 
the  world,  they  would,  he  is  fure,  confider 
him  as  far  loft  to  all  honour,  indeed,  (hould 
he  fuffer  them  to  efcape  him,  merely  to  gra- 
tify his  own  vanity. 

Finally,  ihould  any  material  facft  be  mif- 
tated,  which  may  eafily  happen  to  any  one 
who  writes  from  memory  only,  he  will  rea- 
dily and  thankfully  redtify  his  miftake  on 
being  informed  of  it.  .Of  thofe  defpicable 
fcriblers,  who,  without  knowledge  of  him  or 
.  his  hiftory,  have  dared  to  publifh  their  anony- 
mous libels,  he.  fhall,  at  prefent,  take  vefy 
little  notice;  though,  perhaps,  fome  future 
day  he  may  recompence  them  as  they  de- 
fcrve. 
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The  author's  birth,  education,  and  fhilitdry  dehUt  in 
America  in  1775. — Return  to  England  in  1777. 
— Rencontfe  with  the  well  known  Mrs.  Gooch. — ^ 
Goes  to  Lijle  in  Flanders. --^Adventure  there,  which 
obliged  him  to  go  to  ToufTiay^  the  frontier  town  of 
the  empire. 

Amonc  the  thrbrig  df  fcfibbleri^,  who,  with- 
out ariy  pcrforial  knowledge  of  riie,  or  my 
family,  have  done  tne  the  honour  to  Svritc  my 
hHlory,  there  is  a  prodigious  variety  of  afler- 
tion  concerning  my  parentage.  Some  have  af- 
fefted  that  nniy  fathefr  wis  a  farriier,  fbriie  a 
tradefman,  fome  a  clergyman,  and  fothe,  I  be- 
lieve, AVill  hardly  allow  me  any  father  at  all. 
Had  my  family  no  more  reafon  tb  be  aihamed 
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of  me  than  I  have  of  it,  I  might  here  produce 
a  long  j^oU  of  honourable  and  virtuous  anceftry: 
fuffice.  it  'to  fay^  that  my  defcent  is  too  well 
kno>yn\o  every  family  of  diftindion  of  my 
cpuktiy  to  render  it  neceflary  to  tefute  the  ca- 
..fiiyinies  of  anonymous  libellers. 
;•/•/  *  My  education  was  what  /ome  of  my  biogra- 
•  phers  have  condefcended  to  allow,  of  the  gen- 
teeleft  fort ;  and  my  friends  gave  me  that  en- 
couragement which  is  naturally  given  to  lads  of 
parts,  an  encouragement  that  too  often  leads 
into  unconquerable  habits  of  expence  and  difli- 
pation ;  and  a  too  liberal  fupply  from  my  opu- 
lent connexions  made  me  equally  carelefs  and 
extravagant.  With  the  advantage  of  at  lead  a 
tolerable  figure,  great  adliyity,  and  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  all  ,the  polite  manly  exercifcs,  I 
very  early  was  initiated  into  the  gay  world. 
My  (kill  in  arms  introduced  me  to  the  mod 
celebrated  profeflbrs  of  that  art;  as  a  horfeman, 
I  likewife  received  the  higheft  praifes;  and  na- 
turally gay^  fiery,  and  haughty,  my  vanity  wai* 
proportionably  inflated,  till  it  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  my  fubfequent  misfortunes  and  dif- 
grace. 

It  would  be  mere  impertinence  to  take  up^ 
the  time  of  my  readers  with  details  of  juvenile 
amufements  and  juvenile  amours :  and  it  would 
be  downright  cruelty  to  expofe  names  yet  uru 

polluted 


)^AjOR    S£MPL&    LISLE.  3 

l^ollatcd  by  the  peftilent  breath  of  flander;  I 
fliall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  obferving,  tliat 
my  military  deitit  was  made  in  America,  in  the 
year  1775,  at  the  age  of  fixteen. 

My  adventures  there  were  not  much  varied 
beyond  thofe  of  my  brethen  of  the  fame  rank. 
I  was,  however,  taken  prifoner  in  1776;  but 
Was  relieved  early  in  1777,  by  Lord  Percy,  whofe 
retirement  from  the  army  his  country  may  juft- 
ly  regret,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  then  com- 
manding at  Rhode  Ifland.  I  was  foon  after 
woundedN;  and  was  in  confequence  fent  home 
from  New  York,  in  the  Bridget  of  Liverpool, 
Captain  Gilbody. 

I  landed  in  Ireland,  and  came  from  thence 
to  Wales  and  to  Bath  5  where  I  met  with  the 
beaiitiful,  btit  unfortunate,  Mrs.  Gooch.  I 
was  in  the  rooms ;  but  as  my  wound  rendered 
•dancing  impoflible,  a  party  at  picquet  was  pro- 
pofed,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  connec- 
tion that  induced  me  to  retire  to  Lifle  in  Flan- 
ders. My  amour  with  Mrs.  Gooch  having  been 
related  by  the  lady  herfelf,  in  her  Memoirs, 
though  not  quite  correffly,  I  leave  as  it  is :  never- 
thelefs,  my  reader  may  perhaps  fmile  with  me 
at  her  bo^ft  of  "  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  fell,*' 
when  they  are  informed  that  our  joint  ages  did 
not  amount  to  forty. 
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Had  (he  not  mentioned  uncandidly  a  tranfac- 
tion  which  I  cannot  think  upon  without  regret, 
I  fhouid  have  wifhed  it  to  have  been  buried  in 
eternal  filence;    I  mean   where   Mr.    K.    and 
myfelf  are  reported  by  her  to  have  ufed  unfair 
condud:  to  a  young  Irifhman  in  a  duel.     The 
young  gentleman,  who  was  about  my  own  age, 
undoubtedly    fell;    but    nothing    unfair    took 
place :  the  whole  bufinefs  pafled  in  the  prefence 
of  Mr.  D.,  a  refpedable  inhabitant  of  London, 
who  is  yet  alive ;  and  him  I  expedl  and  entreat 
to  expofe  me  as  a  villain  if  there  was  q^ny  foul 
play  on  my  fide.     Befides,    if  there  needs  a 
ftronger  proof  of  my  conduct,  I  myfelf  carried 
the  unfortunate  man  to  his  lodgings,  where,  at 
his  own  requeft,  I  remained  with  him  feveral 
hours,  till  prudence  obliged  me  to  provide  for 
my  own  fafety  from  the  effedls  of  the  law,  by 
leaving  Lifle,  and  retiring  to  Tournay.     The 
procefs  was  carried  on  in  Mr.  K.*&  abfence  and 
mine ;  and  we  were,  as  Mrs.  G.  juftly  relates, 
hung  in  effigy,  the  form  of  declaring  outlawry 
there ;  a  ceremony  which  I  was  rafh  enough  to 
come  into  Lifle  to  fee;  a  raflinefs  which  had 
nearly  cbft  me  dear,  for  I  was  difcovered,  and  had 
much  difficulty  to  efFcduate  my  retreat  to  the 
Imperial  territory :  and  after  remaining  fomc 
time  at  Tournay,  I  went  to  Bruffels. 

CHAP. 
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Goes  to  Brujfeh. — Interview  with  Mr.  Fitzberbert^ 
now  Lord  St.  Helens. — Leaves  Brujels,  and  ac^ 
companies  the  army  of  Frederic  the  Greats  and 
the  Empjrefs  ^een  of  Hungary  to  the  field. — 
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At  Bruffels,  in  tlie  beginning  of  1778,  I  met 

with  General  Lockhart  and  the  Earl  of  F r, 

by  whom  I  was  prefented  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert^ 
now  Lord  St.  Helens,  then  Refident  at  that 
court.  I  remained  in  Brabant  till  Frederic  the 
Great  marched  againft  Maria  Terefa,  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen:  I  followed  thefe  armies  during 
that  little  war,  which  as  the  Germans  them- 
felves  call  the  '^  Kartoffel  Kreig,'*  or  Potatoe  War, 
I  pafs  over  as  of  no  importance  to  my  readers. 
I  held  no  confiderable  fituation  at  that  time; 
but  I  gained  fome  e)cperience  by  obferving  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  the  ccle^ 
brated  Laudhon. 
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In  1779  I  returned  to  England,  by  the  W2ty 
of  Holland ;^and  pafling  immediately  again  to 
the  continent,  I  met  at  Harwich  with  an  aipia- 
ble  and  accompliftied  young  lady,  of  a  highly 
refpedable  family,  then  with  her  mother  ^nd 
lifter,  going  to  the  Hague:  with  her  I  formed 
a  conne(ftion  of  the  tendereft  nature,^  which  ia 
a  Ihprt  time  terminated  in  our  mjirriag^,  and 
return  to  Britain.  After  fojourniog  fame 
months  in  London,  I  went  with  ^ny  wife  ^o, 
France ;  where  I  was  presented  by  her  %o  the 
Duchefs  o^  Kingftcui.  I  remained  in  that 
country  fome  time ;'  wlk^t\  being  folicited  by  the 
Duchefs  to  go  to  Ruffia,  I  confented  ta  follow 
her,  as  I  was  obliged,  by  aiEFairs  of  my  own,  to 
take  a  circuitous  route  to  Pruilja ;  from  whence 
I  went  through  Courl^nd  to  Riga,  the  frontier 
town  pf  the  Ruflian  territory,  where  I  had  let- 
ters of  recommendation  to  all  ,th^  principal 
merchants. 

At  Riga^  according  to  my  ufua]  bufy  fat?,  I 
met  with  an  adventure  worth  relating^  as  it, 
perhaps,  ferved  as  the  fomidation  of  my  future 
fortune  in  that  country.  A  perfpn  of  the  name 
of  Sauvage,  a  Hanoverian,  and  who  ha-d  been 
employed  by  the  Britifti  ^overnnient,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  North,  to  recruit  in 
Germany,  was  then  in  that  city;  where  he 
paffed   for  a  Major  of  the  Bri^tilh  army,   and 
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wore  the  uniform  of  the  Guards.  Owing  to 
ibme  improprieties  of  his  conduft,  which  I 
confidered  as  incompatible  with  the  charadler  of 
a  Britifh  foldier,  I  found  rhyfelf  obliged  to  call 
upon  him  for  an  explanation ;  which  he  was  not 
only  unable  to  give,  but  behaved  with  fuch  in- 
folence  that  I  was  reduced  to  appeal  to  the  mi- 
Utary  judicature  of  the  fword.  His  wife,  who 
was  in  an  inner  apartment,  (for  this  happened 
in  ^a  large  anti-chamber  at  an  inn,)  hearing 
what  was  going  forward^  fprung  out ;  and,  with 
all  the  fury  of  a  tygrefs,  dhtangled  •me  in  a  no 
very  loving  embrace.  Swords  being  already 
drawn,  there  was  no  time  to  trifle;  fo,  fomc- 
what  roughly  difengaging  myfelf  from  the  la- 
dy's arms,  I  beckoned  her  hulband  into  the 
ftreet,  and  fairly  locked  her  into  the  room.  I 
was  making  the  beft  of  my  way  to  the  ramparts, 
when  he  told  me  there  was  a  Ihorter  cut;  on 
which  I  followed  him  till  he  flopped  oppofite 
a  guard,  when,  without  further  ceremony, 
he  began  to  roar  out  for  afliftance.  I  went 
home  to  my  inn,  where  I  had  not  long  been 
when  the  Deputy-Governor,  (who  commanded 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor-General  of  Li- 
vonia, Brown,)  fent  a  guard  for  me,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  Fort-Major,  who  was  a  country- 
man of  Sauvage's.  The  officer  of  the  guard 
afitcd  with  great  politenefs ;  and  took  my  word 

B  4  that 
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that  I  would  attend  at  the  Covemor's  houfc:  I 

went  accordingly,  and  fpund  the  Lieutenant- 
•  Governor  talking  with  fome  officers  in  the  yard. 
His  behaviour  to  me  was  rude,  which  did  nqt 
produce  any  excefs  of  politenefs  on  my  fide : 
he  c|id  not  take  off  his  hat  to  me,  and  I  refufed 
to  do  fo  to  him;  in  fine,  without  any  examina- 
tion had,  I  was  put  under  an  arrelV, 

My  recommendations  to  the  Britifli  mer- 
chants had  been  of  the  ftrongeft  kind ;  and  they 
no  fooner  heard  of  my  adventure,  than  they 
offered  and  became  my  fecurities  until  the  Go- 
vernor-Genera], who  was  daily  ejfpcfl:ed,  flxouiji 
return,  I  then  Unt  off  an  pxpref^  |:o  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  at  her  feat  near  Narva  in 
Livonia;  and  Sauvage's  wife  fet  off  in  perfon 
for  St.  Peterlburgh, 

The  Lieutenant-Cpveriior,  finding  me  fo  re- 
pe<flably  fupported,  and  that  I  was  provided 
with  the  ncceflary  palTports  for  entering  thp 
country,  mac|e  little  objedjon  to  leaving  me  at 
large  in  the  town  until  the  Governor-General 
Ihould  return-  Mrs.  Sauvage,  who  ip  the 
fcuffle  had  received  fome  flight  hurt  in  her  face, 
having  procured  recommendations  from  the 
Fort  Major,  (who  himfclf  began  to  be  appre- 
hcnfivc  for  his  own  fafety,  from  the  fteps  he  had 
taken  againft  me,)  laid  her  complaint  before 
the   Emprefs,   through  the    Chancellor   Count 

Ofterman, 
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Olterman.     The  Emprcfs  heard  it  with  atten- 
[•tiofis  and  as  Mrs,  Sauvage  had  fuffered  by  the 
froft  in   her  journey^  by  which  fhe  had  nearl]^ 
loft  one  of  her  ears,  fhe  had  an  apartment  or- 
dered for  her  at  an  hotel ;  and  one  of  the  Em- 
preflcs  phyficians.  Dr.  Rogerfon,  to  attend  her* 
In  the  mean  time,  General  Brown,  the  Gover- 
nor-General, arrived^  examined  into  the  bufinefs 
^between   Sauvage  and  myfelf,  and  fent  a  true 
,  ftatcmenf  of  the  fa<fts  to  the  court ;  the  confe- 
quencc  of  which  was,  that  Sauvage  and  his  fa- 
[fuily  were  condudled  out  of  the  country,  and  I 
received  permiffion  to  proceed  to  St,    Petcrf-^ 
)urgh,    which    I    immediately   did ;    and    the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton*s  houfe  laying  in  my  way^ 
I  paid  my  rcfpecls  if//  paffiint  to  her  Grace. 

On  reaching  the  capital  of  Ruflia,   I  waited 

on  Sir  James  Harris,  then  his  Majcfty's  Envoy 

tat  that  court,  who  had  been  made  acquainted 

pvith  my  adventure  at  Riga;  and  who  was  fo 

^plcafcd  with  my  condudt,   that  he,   without  a 

nioment's  delay,  prefented  me  to   Prince  Po- 

rtemktn.     After  fome  converfation  with  that  il- 

4uftrious  general  on  my  affair,  and  on  general 

'military  fubjefts,  he  a^^ed  me  if  I  would  ferve 

in  the  Ruffian  army,  H^hich  I  confented  to  do; 

•?ind  was  that  fame  evening  appointed  Captain- 

"My  appointment  was  extremely  rapid,  for  the 

prince  having  called  for  his  Secretary,  fpoke  a 

i)  fcv/ 
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few  words  to  him  in  Ruffian^  which  I  did  not 
then  underftand ;  the  latter  retired,  and  in  afeiiy 
•minutes  returned  with  my  commiffion  ready 
ip^d^  out,  which  he  handed  to  the  Prince,  who 
immediatply  preftnt^d  it  to  me,  acquainting  mc 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  ikne  mc  the 
honour  to  place  m^  in  \d$  fuite,  and  that  he 
gave  me  two  months  leave  of  ftbfence  to  pre- 
paie  myfelf  for  the  enfuing  (campaign. 

I  remained  a  few  daya  in  town  to  be  prefented 
to  her  Mftjefty  the  Empref$,  and  then  returned 
10  the  Duchefs  of  Kjngfton  to  acquaint  her  with 
my  good  fortune.  I  took  with  mc  Thomas 
Mackenzie,  Efq.  Brigadier  of  Marines,  and  Cap- 
tain of  the  Ruflian  navy,  an  officer  who,  both 
as  a  private  gentleman  and  a  foldier,  has  ever 
held  the  higheft  place  in  the  ^ecm  of  all  that 
have  the  happinefs  to  knpw  Rini;  he  had  not 
before  been  introduced  to  her  Grace. 

I  was  a  good  deal  furprifed,  that  the  Duchefs 
did  not  receive  the  news  of  my  fudden  an4 
honourable  appointment  with  all  the  warmth 
I  expected ;  but,  as  I  afterwards  found,  that 
ihe  wifhed  to  retain  me  about  her  perfon,  the 
myftery  was  cleared  upis  The  night  of  our 
arrival  at  the  Duchefs*s  feat  was  fortunate  to 
Mackenzie;  for  as  we  were  enjoying  our  bottle, 
a  meffenger  brought  him  down  a  brevet  of 
Hear-Admiral,  and  the  intelligence  that  he  was 

appointed 
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lippointed  to  comnicind  in  the  Black  Sea :  he 
therefore  immediately  repaired  to  [St.  Pet^rf* 
burgh,  and  foon  j^fterwards  to  his  ftatioq. 

I  continued  with  the  Duchefs.  In  her  cpm^ 
pany  were  a  French  lady  Mad.  de  Porquet, 
iifter  to  Monf.  de  Cocove,  and  a  French  Secre* 
tary,  whofe  i\^mc  I  do  not  recolledt.  At  my 
^rival,  I  found  they  had  all  quarrelled,  and 
were  not  upon  fpeaking  terms.  Mad.  de  Por-» 
quet  was  in  fad  fo  riiuch  chagrined,  Ihe  kept 
her  room.  On  which  the  Duchefs^  in  all  the 
liative  violence  of  her  difpofition,  locked  her  in, 
^nd  ^dually  detained  her  a  prifoner  in  that 
ftate  for  fpme  days,  in  fpite  of  all  my  remon* 
fl:rances. 

The  poor  French  Secretary  was  fo  much 
terrified  at  thefe  tyrannical  procedings,  that 
he  ran  away  the  fame  night,  without  even 
venturing  to  take  a  great  coat  with  him.  In 
an  almoft  defolate  country,  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  and  without  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of 
the  languj^ge,  he  had  to  travel  twenty  miles  to 
the  Baron  Rofen's,  who,  in  that  dreary  fpot,  is 
called  ^  neigbhQur:  He  luckily  overtook  a 
peafant  with  a  fledge  by  the  way,  to  whom, 
by  repeating  the  name  of  Rofen,  he  fortunately 
jcnade  known  his  wiflies  ;  and  being  placed  in 
|hp  vehicle,  and  covered  with  a  fheep  flcin,  he^ 

at 
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at  length,  reached  the  Baron's  more  dead  than 
alive. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  the  Baron  fent  a  fer- 
vant  to  me  with  a  letter,  wherein  he  dates  that 
he  could  not  refufc  the  pyoor  Secretary  the 
rights  of  hofpitality;  adding,  that  he  could 
wifh  the  Duchefs  would  abftain  from  fuch  afts 
of  violence;  and  concluded,  by  deiiring  me  to 
endeavour  to  efleCl  a  reconciliation  between 
them.  I  laid  this  letter  before  the  Duchefs, 
who  fent  me  to  the  Baron's ;  but  the  French- 
man would  not  liften  to  the  proj5ofals  I  was 
authorized  to  make,  which  were  to  pay  him 
his  wages,  but  perfifted  in  his  intention  of  going' 
to  Peterlburgh  to  intereft  the  French  Minifter 
in  his  caufe. 

I  returned  liett  morning,  and  prevailed  upon 
the  Duchefs  to  permit  Mad.  de  Porquet  to  go 
where  ihe  would.  This  lady,  who,  it  feems, 
had  preconcerted  matters  with  her  lover,  the 
Secretary,  went  to  St.  Peterlburgh,  and  laid 
her  complaint  before  the  Marquis  de  Verac, 
the  French  Minifter  there.  The  Marquis 
apprifcd  the  Duchefs  of  the*  complaint,  and  I 
was  fent  to  St.  Peterlburgh  to  negotiate  for 
her  with  them ;  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  the  Duchefs  was  to  pay  Madame  de  Por- 
quet fix  hundred  ducats  in  fpecic,  on  condition 

of 
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of  immediately  returning  to  France;  and  I  was^ 
at  th^  expence  of  the  Duchefs,  to  condu<l:T:  her 
to  Dantzic,  whether  I  was  going  to  meet  my 
own  family,  to  bring  them  to  the  hbufe  which 
the  Duchefs  had  given  me  on  her  eftate,  within 
a  fliort  league  of  that  (he  inhabited. 

The  Duchefs  had  taken  my  receipt  for  the 
money  with  which  fhe  had  entrufted  me  to  pay 
Madame  de  Porqueton  her  arrival  at  Dantzic, 
charging  me  to  take  her  receipt  there ;  a  Teem- 
ing reconciliation  then  took  place,  and  Ma- 
dame de  Porquet  ftaid  a  few  days  at  her  Grace's 
feat  to  pack  up  her  efFeds.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Duchefs  ordered  her  fteward  Mr.  Wilkinfon 
to  prepare  one  of  thofe  carriages,  which  arc 
ufed  in  Ruflia  in  time  of  fnow,  and  which 
rcfembles  the  body  of  a  coach,  only  much  long- 
er, to  be  got  ready.  Thefe  carriages  arc  fur- 
niftied  w^ith  beds ;  and  when  Mr.  Wilkinfon 
informed  her  Grace  that  the  machine  was  ready 
with  two  beds,  Ihe  fmartly  enough  replied: — 
**  You  have  done  well,  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  but 
^"  your  precaution  was  unneceflary ;  I  will  an- 
"  fwer  for  it,  one  bed  will  ferve  them  before 
**  they  reach  Dantzic.*' — 

Having  obtained,  with  my  commiflion,  two 
months  leave  of  abfcnce,  and  permiflion  to  leave 
the  country,  I  fct  forward  wiphout  any  further 
application  to  court. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  author  performs  his  mijfton  to  DantziCy  and  re^ 
turning  is  met  by  a  mejfinger  to  hajlen  his  journey. 
— Arrives  at  St.  Peterjburgy  and  is  ordered  to 
wait  the  Emprefs^s  difpatches. — The  Duchefs  of 
Kingfton's  conduct. — Determines  to  remove  his  fa^ 
mily  to  Narva^  on  aecount  of  the  Duchefs* s  tyran^ 
nical  difpofition. — Leaves  the  capital^  with  per-' 
miffion  to  go  to  the  Duchefs^ s  houfe. — Laws  re-- 
fpe£ling  trofuellers  in  RuJJia. — parrels  with  the 
Duchefs. — Removes  his  family  to  Narva^  and 
Jets  out  for  Cherfon. 

1  PAID  the  money  on  my  arrival  at  Dantzic  to 
Madame  de  Porquet,  and  took  her  receipt  for 
it,  according  to  the  Duchefs's  diredions.  My 
family  were  waiting  for  me ;  I  however  found 
it  neceflary  to  remain  fome  days  there ;  and  I 
was  further  fo  delayed  by  the  badnefs  of  the 
weather  and  roads,  that  my  two  months  had 
fome  time  expired.  In  the  mean  time.  Prince 
Potemkin,  finding  himfclf  obliged  from  cir- 
cumftances  to  fet  off  immediately  for  the  army, 
had  applied  to  Sir  James  Harris  to  know  where 
I  was.  In  confequence  an  exprefs  was  fent  off 
for  me,  (whom  I  naet  in  Livonia,  about  a  hun- 
dred 


UaJOK    tEUlfLt    llSLE.  i^ 

dfed  miles  from  the  Duchefs'sX  to  Jicquaint  me 
with  the  Princess  orders,  and  to  hafteii  my 
journey. 

The  inftant  I  met  the  courier  I  left  my  fa-  < 
mily  to  come  forward  z»  their  heavy  carriages^ 
would  permit  them;  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity  to  the  Duchefs's  houfe.  She 
cxprcffed  much  fatisfiidtion  at  my  arrival,  and 
xhe  great  anxiety  the  length  of  my  abfence*had 
given  her  on  account  of  the  Prince's  want  of 
me.  Without  more  lofs  of  time  I  fet  off  for 
St.  Peterfburgh*  I  immediately  went  to  Sir 
James  Harris,  who  fecmed  hurt  ^t  my  delay, 
and  told  me  that  there  were  inftruftions  for  n^e 
at  the  War  Office,  but  that  Potemkin  was  gone: 
he  preffed  my  departure  to  follow  the  Prince, 
adding,  (for  I  will  ufe  his  own  words,)  **  You 
•*  may  make  your  own  terms  with  him;  he 
•*  cannot  do  without  you.'* 

I  went  immediately  to  court,  and  received 
inftrucftions  to  wait  her  Majefty's  difpatche^, 
with  which  I  was  to  follow  the  Prince  to  Cher- 
fon,  who  had  taken  the  circuitous  road  of 
Warfaw.  Having  received  thefe  diredidns, 
and  not  being  able  to  leave  St.  Peterfburgh 
without  the  commsfnds  of  the  Emprefs,  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  my  wife,  to  endeavour  to  foothe  the 
feelings  which  an  amiable,  virtuous,  atid  affec- 
tionate woman  tao^  naturally  feel  at  the  depar- 
ture 
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ture  of  the  hufband  (he  loved^  and  who  doated 
upon  her :  nor  was  it  an  eafy  talk  to  frame  a  letter 
capable  of  producing  fuch  an  cffe6k,  in  a  coun-» 
try  where  (he  knew  not  a  face  except  the  Du- 
chefs,  nor  could  make  her  defires  known  in  the 
language  of  the  place.  I  reprefented  to  her 
that  my  ftay  at  the  army  would  be  but  (hort  i 
that  my  being  in  the  fuite  of  the  Prince  would 
infure  me  from  much  danger^  even  fuppofing 
there  fhould  be  any  war,  which  I  did  not  ima- 
gine there  would^  for  that  certainly  the  Crimea 
would  be  taken  pofleflion  of  without  a  fliot 
being  fired :  finally,  I  promifcd  to  fee  her  pre- 
vious to  my  departure,  and  bring  her  to  Narvaj 
where  I  had  already  fent  to  take  a  houfe. 

The  fame  courier  carried  a  letter  to  the  Duj 
chefs,  in  a  fomewhat  more  military  ftyle:  I 
dwelt  upon  the  valour  of  Potemkin,  and  his 
turn  for  enterprize ;  I  declared  that,  not  con- 
tented with  following  where  he  would  lead,  I 
would  endeavour  to  be  foremoft  in  the  field  of 
glory ;  for  that  I  was  determined  to  (hew  the 
Ruffians  that  a  Scot  was  neither  their  inferior  in 
fupporting  fatigue,  nor  encountering  danger. 

The  Duchefs  betrayed  the  confidence  I  had 
repofcd  in  her;  for  when  mf  wife  fhewed  her 
the  letter  Ihe  had  received  from  me,  and  even 
which  was  hardly  enough  to  enable  her  to  fup- 
pon  my  departure,  her  Grace,  with  that  hypo- 
critical 
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Criticail  cant  (he  fo  well  knew  how  to  stffume, 
inveighed  againlt  my  felfc  reprcfexitatiods^i  and, 
by  way  of  completing  her  cruelty,  concluded 
by  Ihowing  tjie  letter  ftie  had  received  from 
me. 

The  effcd  of  this  frightful  ecclairciflement, 
upon  the  feniibility  of  a  delicate  woman,  may 
be  eafier  conceived  than  exprefled.  She  wrote 
a  letter  to  Sir  James  Harris,  and  another  to 
myfelf,  ii>  th^  mofl  pathetic  terms  that  affec- 
tion could  poflibly  fqggeft^  She  exprefled  the 
raoft  anxious  folicitude ,  left  the  impetuofity  of 
my  temper  fhould  hurry  me  into  unneceflary 
dangers ;  in  fine,;  ibe  wrote,  to  ufe  Sir  James's 
own  words,  ^*  as  m>ne  hut  an  Englffikwoman  could 
"  write.'' 

It  will  be  readily  believed  that  the  Ducbefs's 
behaviour  to  Mad.  Porquet  had  not  contributed 
to  raife  in  my  mind  any  high  veneration  for 
her  character  J  and  the  idea  of  leaving  a  wife 
and  children,  whom  I  loved  with  the  tendered 
affedion,  in  the  ppwer  of  a  woman,  who  alrea- 
dy had  fported  in  the  moft  unfeeling  manner 
with  her  forrows,  became  Unfupportable.  I 
had  in  fad  dreaded  fomething  of  the  kind,  and 
had  taken  a  houfe  at  Narva,  diftant  between 
twenty  and  thirty  miles  from  the  Duchefs's 
cftatc,  to  fenr'e  as  a  retreat  to  my  family  r  and  I 
now  refolved,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  remove 

C  them 
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th^m  thither.  -  I  therefore  wrote  to  my  wife  tfp 
confolef  her  a»  well  as  I  wai  able^  telling  hefy 
that  Sir  Jaitics  Harris  had  acquainted  me  with 
fome  paflfag^s^  of  h^r  letter,  and  d^firing  her  to* 
prepare  for  her  departure  without  giving  a  hint  oC 
it  to  the  Duchefs,  till  I  ihould  ocflme  down*  Inr 
the  courfe  of  a  couple  of  da/s  I  wafr  fent  for  to- 
iioiirt  to  receive  the  difpatcht#^f  tibe  Emprefs^ 
for  Potemkin ;  it  was  theft  tvenilfig  :*  my  ordersf 
wcre  to  leave  St.  PeteffbuFgh  that  night.  A  ftim» 
of  money  was  paid  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  the  expencds  of  lb  k>ng  a  journey^  and  a: 
Serjeant  of  the  Gaat^s  (who  bears  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  in  the  army,)  and.  who  fpoke  the 
French  and  German  la'rtguages,  was  ordered  to 
attend  me.  My  route  to  the  army  lying  through. 
Narva,  and  my  difpjifches  requiring  no  hade 
fas  it  was  expeAcd  I  fhould  bfrat  Gherfon  bc- 
fbrt  the  Prince  got  thcire^)  on  talking  Itove  of 
her  Majefty,  I  folicited  peraiiffion  to  go  off  my 
road  to  the  DucheFs*s  hdiife  for  twenty-four 
hours r  this  favour  wa:^  benevolently  granted; 
and  I  went  to  take  leave  of  Sit  James  Harris^, 
and  then  to  the  hotet  where  my  carriage  and 
fervants  were,  from  whence  I  meant  to  have  fer 
off  immediately.  While  my  Equipage  was  pre- 
paring, I  was  p^vailed  on  by  fortie  officers  to- 
gamble  ;  at  which  we  continued  till  it  was  an- 
nounced to  me  that  all.  was  ready.  Unfortu- 
nately 
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hitelyi  hotrevel',  I  had  not  only  loft  all  the  Em- 
prcfs -s  ihoneyj  but  all  xny  own ;  and  had  no 
other  Tcfoutcfe  but  to  fend  immediately  to  Sir 
Jamei  Harris  t6  acquaint  him  with  hiy  eihb^ir- 
taflment ;  who  immediafcly,  though  he  was  then 
in  bed,  difpatched  his  butler  to  me  with  five 
hundred  roiibdes.  Thus  reinforced,  I  inftantly 
fetoff. 

When  I  reached  NatVa,  I  left  there  my  mili- 
tary cqtiipage,  and  went  in  a  fmall  carriage  of 
the  cotintiy  to  the  Duchefs's  feat.  I  found  my 
wife  and  family  already  in  the  houfe  her  Grace 
4iad  given  us.  I  thfcn  began,  to  explain  the  fitio- 
tives  of  our  intended  removal ;  I  told  her  Grace 
thati  donfideriDg  the  hazardous  fervic^  I  Was 
going  upon,  ^nd  that  no  military  man  who  was 
going  to  the  fidd  df  aiftiori  could  ever  fay  hiji 
teturn  was  certdin,  I  thought  it  neceflary  ttiy 
wife  ihoiild  have  fome  eftablilbiiient  to  call  a 
home;  that  thdiig^h  (he  could  as  often  and  ^ 
long  as  Ihe  chofe  take  up  her  abode  with  her 
Grace,  ftill,  ihould  any  thing  happen  to  me^ 
Nttrva  would  always,  particularly  in  thi  event 
of  the  Duchefs  leaving  Ruflia,  prove  i  retreat 
where  flie  would  find  friends  of  her  own  na- 
tion ;  whereas,  in  her  prefent  iituation,  fht  was 
an  cntirfe  ftranger  to  every  pne,  nor  had  more 
than  one  fei'Vant  who  underftood  the  language 
*)f  the  Country.  1*0  this  the  Duchefs  replied, 
C  a  firi^ 
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*  firft  with  a  flood  of  tears,  and  a  complaiht  that  f 
was  depriving  her  of  her  only  ccmipanion  -,  and 
then  (finding  nne  unmoved)  with  a  torrent  of 
abufc  that  wol^ld  have  done  trerfit  to  Billings- 
gate, concluded  wirh  faying,  we  might  both  go 
to  the  d— 1. 

It  is  neceflary  to  inform  my  readers  that,  by 
the  laws  of  Ruflia,  no  perfon  can  travel  from 
the  capital  without  a  paflport  defcribing  his 
route,  which  he  is  not  at  Kberty  to  alter  ;  in  the 
country,  travcHers  mirft  have  a  pafs  from  th€ 
perfon  whofe  eftatc  they  may  have  bee»  upon, 
before  they  quit  it,  or  no  poft-tmafter  dafe  fur- 
niih  them  with  horfes*  Oh  my  application  at 
the  polt-houfe,  which  was  not  above  half  a  mile 
from  the  Duchcfs's,  I  wa,s  not  only  told  that 
they  durft  not  fupply  me  with  horfes,  but  that  they 
had  her  Grace's  exprefs  prohibition  to  that  c£* 
fed.  I  anfwercd  the  poft-maftci^,  that  I  fliould 
remove  that  difficulty  by  takingbis  or  her  horfes 
by  foice,  I  inftantly  removed  my  family  to  the 
poft-houfe.  I  juil  thenrecotleAed  that  I  had 
given  the  receipt  I  had  obtained  from  Madame 

:de  Porquet  at  *Dantzic  to  the  Duchcfs^  withcmt 
her  Grace  having  returned  me  that  which  Ihe 
required  of  me,  when  (lie  entrufted  the  money 
to  my  charge.     I  begun  to  be  apprehenfive  of 

.her  making  a  bad  ufe  of  it ;  1  therefore  wrote 
a  l;ote  to  Mr.  Wiikinfoh  her  fteward,  requeft^ 

ing 
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ing  my  receipt.  The  Duchefs  Ihufflcd  with  ex- 
cufes,  that  flie  could  not  come  at  it ;  tjiat  flie 
would  give  it  to  my  wife,  and  fuch  liketva-- 
fions  ;  and  inftantly  jumping  into  her  carriage* 
drove  into  the  *oods,  to  prevent  further  appli* 
cations  on  my  part.  I  fent  one  of  her  own  fcr- 
vants  after  her  Grace  «o  tell  her,,  that  tinlcfs  I 
had  my  own  receipt,  or  a  difcharge  from  her  in 
one  hour  from  that  time,  that  I  would  force  my 
way  into  her  houfe,  and  -carry  off  her  cajjetfe^ 
which  I  would  lay  at  the  Prince's  feet,  and  in- 
treat  him  to  judge  between  tis.  In  a  few  mi- 
nutes, Mr.  Wilkinfon  brought  me  the  receipt 
I  -demanded,  and  I  fet  out  for  Narva,  where  I . 
refted  fcarcely'one  moment  before  I  proceeded 
fqr  Cherfon  to  join  the  Prince. 


C  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.   IV. 

The  author  arrives  at  Cberfon,  and  delivers  bis  di/^ 

patches  to  Prince  Potemkin. — An  expre/s  arrives 

from  the  Ducbe/s  of  Kingjion  complaining  of  him 

to  the  Prince,  .which  is  received  and anfix^ered  in  a 

very  mortifying  manner. -^Some  acconnt  of  Cherfon. 

-----The  Corfcs  Expulfes,  a  corps  of  them  given  ta 

the  author  to  organize. — Aftonifhing  atcbievement 

^  of  the  Emprefs  in  bmldin^Jhips.^^Mode  oflauncl^ 

ing  and  navigating  them  down  the  river  Nieper. — 

Admiral  Mackenzie  and  (Japtain  Taite.-^Mili-^ 

tary  arrangements. — Mutiny  among  the   Corfes 

Expulfes. 

In  fpitc  of  my  delays,  and  the  heavineis  of  my 
equipage,  having  with  me  all  my  baggage  for 
the  field,  I  reached  Chqrfon  in  twelve  days 
from  the  time  of  my  leaving  St.  Peterlbqrgh.  I, 
there  found  the  Prince,  who  had  not  arrived 
many  hours  before  me.  I  delivered  to  him  the 
packet  I  had  received  from  the  Minifter  of  War 
Count  Moufchkin  Poufchkin,  and  the  letter 
fronti  her  Majefty,  the  contents  of  which  was 
not  lefs  pleafing  to  myfclf  than  the  Prince,  as 
the  Emprefs  fpeaking  of  me,  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, "  May  you  in  battle  always  have  a  man 


"'^  like  him  by-  ypur  fid)v,{ia4;?  Tftienc^jlcciw 
**  wherever  you  gQ/'  7  /--   ^;j:  ^,  ;^  ^v  ■      ' 

Next  day  aii  exproffii  a^riv^^Vi  frooi^tfe^r^UjGjjpfc 
for  the  .Prince,  with  hcAvy  comfhm^ofwf 
condud  to  her,  my  delays  upon  the  road,,  and  a 
long  ftf ing  of  &c.'s.  This  furnilhed  matter  of 
amufcment  to  the  Prince,  who  could  not  ci^ 
dure  her;  forihe,  partly  through  her  ignorance 
x>f  the  Emprefs's  permiAion  for  me  to  go  out  of 
my  route,  and  partly  through  malice,  h^d  fo 
caricatured  the  ftory,  th^t  it  became  tl^fubjcfl: 
0f  laughter  to  all  who  heard  it.  To  add  to  her 
mortification,  he  made  me  not  only  read  if  t0 
him,  but  anfwcr  it  forthwith ;  which  I  4id  in 
French  to  thie  following  effed:,  ibmetime  in  the 
month  of  July  1783:  "  Madam,  I  had  the  hor 
**  nour  to  receive  your  difpatch  from  his  High^ 
^  ncfs ;  I  had  alfo  the  honour  to  read  it  to  him$ 
^'  and  am,  by  his  Highnefs's  commands, 
"  Madam,  &c.  Spc.  &c/* 

Cherfon  is  a  town  which  the  Emprefs  built 
on  the  river  Niepcr  feveral  leagues  abpve  its 
mouth,  with  the  view  of  forming  a  new  colony 
there;  for  thi»  purpofe  (he  iflucd,  by  her  Mini- 
fter  at  Leghorn,  a  proclamation  to  the  exiled 
Corficani,  by  the  title  of  Les  Cor/es  Expul/fs ; 
under  which  nume  perfoiis  of  all  nations  aflem- 
Ibled  at  her  rendezvous,  and  w^r«  tranfported  by 
the  way  of  thf  J>arden?lks  an|d  Slack  Sea  to 
C  4  •  Cherfon. 
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Cherfon.     Of  the  rc»t  Carfican$,   about   250, 
who  were  all  military,  ihe  formed  a  corps,  dif- 
tingiiiihed  by  the  appellation  of  RoyarCorli- 
<?ahs,  which  I  was  dircxitcd  to  organize.     Here 
it  was  the?  Empref^  put  in  pradtice  the  exalted 
ftheme  of  building  (hips  of  war  for  the  expedi- 
•tion  on  the  Black  Sea,     They  wefe  conftrudcd 
upon  a  river  fqarcely  navigably  for  a  fmall  floop, 
the  wood  and  iron  for  their  confirudion  brought 
'  froin  a  diftance  of  700  miles  up  the  country, 
fome  of  it  much  farther,  and  every  gun  came  not 
much  Icfs  than  1000  miles  by  land.  The  mode  of 
launching  and  navigating  thefe,vcflels  down  to 
ihe  fea  was  curious  |  the  Nieper,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  being  extremely  (hallow,  and  not  very 
broad,  a  fort  of  pool  was  fir(l  formed  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  dock,  then  two  large 
rafts,  which  were  called  Camels,  were  placed  fo 
as  to  receiVc  the  veflTel    as    (he  (lid  from  the 
(locks,  from  which  (he  was  eafcd  down  without 
much  rapidity;    being  feated  betvteen  the  ca- 
mels, as  in  a  cradle,  (he  Was  thus  floated  dowii  . 
the  river  paft  the  Turki(h  fortrefs  of  Ofchacow, 
pd  into  the  Black  Sea.     Had  not  I  been  an 
eye-witnefs  to  this  ftupe^iflous  \^ork,  I  ihould 
hardly  have  ventured  to  bave  related  it ;  it  was  : 
truly  worthy  the  comprehenfive  mind  of  (\ich  a 
Sovereign ;     it  completely   formed  a  maritime 
t>arrier  ag^ jn(|  |vp|r  tfoublefome  iieighbpvrs  the. 
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Turks^  and  opiebed  a  channel  for  tnide^  from  her 
territories  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Admiral  Mackenzie,  whofe  name  may  truly 
be  faid  to  have  graced  ah  early  patrt  of  this  nar«- 
rative,  had  gone  round  to  the  harbour  of  Adi- 
are,  noMT  called  Sebaftapole;  he  had  there^  with 
the  rapidity  which  diflinguilhed  all  his  mover 
ments,  begun  to  build  a  houfe  for  himfelfj  mscw 
rine  barracks/  hofpital,  ftore-houfes,  ereft  bat* 
teries,  and  put  the  harbour  in  a  refpe<5lable  ftatc 
of  defence. 

A  vice-admiral  remained  at  Cherfon  with  fe- 
veral  captains,  among  whom  was  Captain,  now 
Admiral  Taite,  who,  at  the  time  I  am  writing 
this,  is  lying  with  a  Rufiian  fleet,  which  he  conu 
mands,  at  Yarmouth,  a  moil  amiable  man  and  - 
intelligent  officer ;  for  whom,  in  (Common  with 
all  who  knew  him,  I  entertained  the  higheft  ef^ 
teem;  an  eftepm  which  I  exhibited  in  my  ufuat 
imprudenr  manneri  l)y  vifiting  him  at  a  tim^ 
when  we  were  dire(3:^  not  to  go  near  bis  houfe. 
becaufe  he  was  fick  (fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
plague,  which  had  brdke  out  among  us)  a  pre-> 
caution  ufed.  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
infe&ion  :  bat,  independent  of  his  focial  quali* 
ties,  be  had  another  ftrong  claim  911  me,  he  is  a 
Scot.  ^  For  this  vifit  I  was  feverely  reprimanded 
bjrthe  General  of  the  day,  SolticofF,  and  dared 
fUDt.lq  apjpto^'Cb  the  Prince  for  feveral  days* 

.;'.>^''^  •  -   The 


The  now  well-known  Field-M^Hhall  Suwar* 
row>  and  Ramfay  Count  of  Balmain^  were  al- 
ready in  the  Crimea^  whither  Potemkin  follow^ 
ed,  leaving  me  behind  to  organize  the  corps  pf 
Royal  Corficans^  and  then  to  join  him.  The 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg^  whole  filler  was  mar- 
ried to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruiliai  arrived  at 
Cherfon  about  this  time ;  be  was  then  Lieute- 
nant-General,  and  was  left  there  by  potemkin 
to  command  the  refcrve. 

My  Corficans,  though  brave  fine  fellows, 
wcre^  as  is  their  chara&er,  quite  undifciplined ; 
and,  as  they  were  the  objeds  of  curiofity  to  the 
whole  arnr^y^  our  manoeuvres  were  interrupted 
by  the  numbers  thus  drawn  together ;  I  there- 
fore  retired  with  them  from  the  ground  where 
the  Ruffianiif  lay  to  a  little  fpot  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  town,  between  that  and  the  Bifliop's  pa- 
lace, where  I  daily  trained  them. 

To  fliew  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  Cor* 
fidans,  I  ihall  give  the  following  infi^ance :  I 
had  given  them  permiilion  to  fell  feme  old 
fiores  and  copper  kettles  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  in  the  ihips,  and  for  which  we  had 
no  ufc.  About  the  produce  of  thcfe  articles 
they  difagre<$d.  One  evening,,  while  I  wapi  at 
the  Ruffian  camp,  on  a  vifit  to  the  Command* 
Ing  General,  a  letter  was  delivered  to  me  from 
the  officer  I  had  left  on  comn^and,  wtiich  I  in.« 

inftMtly 
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ftantly  read.  By  this  I  was  informed  that  my 
camp  was  in  confufion,  and  that  tjie  men  were 
firing  upon  each  other.  Without  faying  one 
word  to  the  generaJ,  I  inftaqtly  rofe  from  table^ 
and  having  previoufly  requefteda  colonel  of  i/k^ 
fantry,  whofc  regiment  lay  ncareft  ime,  to  fend 
a  detachnricnt  of  bis  moi  before  day-light  to 
furround  my  camp,  I  galloped  home  as  faft  as 
I  was  able.  The  night  was  dark;  and  I>ad  a 
vaft  open  co'mmon  ro  pafs  2  however,  1  reached 
my  camp,  being  partly  guided  by  the  fkfhes 
and  reports  of  the  mufkets.  On  my  arrival  I 
inftantly  began  to  fire  among  them  with  my 
piAols ;  and,  as  my  voice  was  perfedly  known* 
all  was  prefently  quiet,  and  each  in  his  tentw. 
I  gave  orders  to  be  called  at  day-break;  when 
alking  the  officer  of  the  guard  if  he  law  any 
thing  near  the  camp,  he  told  the  there  were 
fbme  fmall  bodies  of  infahtry  on  three  fidcs^^ 
the  fourth  being  covered  by  the  river  ;  on 
which  I  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms. 
As  foon  as  my  men  were  on  the  parade,  they 
were  difarmed,  and  the  caufe  of  the  quarrel  en« 
quired  into  i  when  the  kettle^sii  &c.  appeaHng 
to  be  ALL  they  had  fought  albout,  the  leaders 
were  fcverely  and  inftantly  pmnifhed :  thus 
frtttt^illity  was  reftored. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 


Improvements  in  the  Ruffian  army  by  the  author. — 
Remarks  on  military  uniforms. — Ruffian  peafants. 
- — Remarks  on  the  proper  -ufe  of  the  bayonet  in 
exercife. — A  refutation  of  an  anonymous  libeller. 
— ^Tbe  author  having  compleated  the  organization 
of  the  0>rfican%^  fets  off  to  the  army  in  the  Cri^^ 
mea. — His  flattering  reception. — CharaSer  of  the 
tommandefs^  Potemkin  and  Suwarrow. — Ruffian 
Joldiers,  their  charaSfer  and  hardintfs. 

UviiiKc  my  firft  converfations  with  Potemkin 
at  Peterlburgh,  he  had  alked  my  opinion  of  the: 
Rullian  army ;  and  t  frankly  told  hini  that  im- 
provements might  be  made^  in  both  their  dre(^ 
and  manoeuvres. 

The  Ruffian  uniform  confifted  of  a  green 
coat,  lined  and  faced  with  red,  very  tight,  and 
fb  long  that  it  incommoded  the  wearer,  by 
beating  on  the  calved  of  his  legs ;  the  breeches, 
which  were  alfo  tight,  did  but  l^rely  cover  the 
knee-joint;  and  as  the  Rufllafn  foldiers,  both 
cavalry  and  infontry  wear  boots,  though  of  a 
different  form,  a  vacancy  be(w<en  the  knee- 
welt  of  the  breeches  and  the  boots  became  una* 
voidable;  the  hat  was  very  fihall,  and  unfit  for 
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-a  covering  itt  a  cold  country ;  on  which  a«couh| 
the  foldiers  added  a  piece  of  flannel. on  eaclj 
fide  to  cover  the  ears,  and  guard  againft  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  Weather.  Thi^  cloatbing  being  yt^ 
ry  inconvenient,  to  (hew  the  Prince  my  idea^ 
on  the  fubjed^  I  had  drelTes  made  for  myfelf 
and  a  private,  of  the  uniform  which  is  flill  re- 
tained, without  any  material  alteration;  and 
which  was  allowed  tQ  be  at  once  elegant,  con- 
venient, and  well  adapted  to  the  fever ities  ojf 
the  climate.  I  muft  here  remark,  that  elegance 
ihould  always,  in  fome  degree,  be  coufulted  in 
the  formation  of  a  military  uniform  ;  for  if  we 
wifh  the  foldier  to  keep  up  that  nicety  of  ap- 
pearance which  is  fo  becoming  Jn  military  men^ 
we  muft  make  him  proud  of  his  own  figure. 
In  Ruflia  this  was  morf' than,  any  where  necefla- 
ry,  fqr  the  peafantry,  (who  iiipply  the  recruits 
for  the  army),  are  the  moft  flovenly  of  mortals  5 
their  ouxiide  drefs  being  made  of  fheep-ikin, 
which  they  wear  with  the  woolly  fide  inwards, 
tUnlrfs  here  and  there,  in  the  vicinity  of  noble- 
men's feats,  fome  have  them  of  coarfe  cloth : 
yet  fuch  is  the  efFe<5l  of  making  men  pleafed 
with  themfelves,  that  at  preient  the  Rullian  air- 
xny  may  vie  with  any  in  the  warld>  for  appear- 
.ange  and  fubordinatioh.  The  Princje,  thinking 
to  improve  upon  me,  put  in  orders,  (without  my 
.iknowledge)^  that  the  hair  pf  the  foldiers  fiiould 

be 
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ht  CT6pptd,  afid  that  the  bayonet  fliould  onlji' 
be  jixed  when  they  were  about  to  chaise  the 
tmemy*  As  I  was  the  acknowledged  author  of 
the  alteration  in  the  uniform,  thefe  novelties^ 
were  likewife  attributed  to  me,  and  I  was  hearti- 
ly abufed  for  all.  The  cropping  of  foldierd^ 
hair,  (unlefs  occafionaily  for  a  partifan's  corps) 
I  always  difapproved,  as  by  giving  an  opening 
to  negligence,  it  ferves  to  introduce  flovenli- 
liefs ;  and  whoever  will  rcfled  for  a  fingle  mo- 
ment On  the  different  poife  of  a  mulket  with 
and  without  the  bayonet  fixed,  as  well  as  oh 
the  abfolutc  neceflity  of  learning  to  load  ilhd 
fii*c  with  fixed  bayonets,  will,  I  trufl',  fuppofif' 
me  incapable  of  proceeding  on  fo  erroneous  a 
principle;  and  will,  with  me,  tshink  that  the 
Inufquet  and  bayonet  fhould  be  infeparable. 
Accordingly,  in  a  few  days,  the  ^rvps  were 
fupplied  with  falfe  tails ;  but  I  had  forti^  diffi- 
culty to  prevail  upon  the  Prince  td  reinflate  the 
bayonet  in  its  proper  place, 

I  did  not,  till  this  moment,  know  whitt  the 
author  of  the  Life  of  the  Emprcfs  Catherine  11/ 
(publifhed  by  Longman  of  Patcf-nofler  Row, 
and  Debrett  of  Piccadilly)  has  thought  proper 
to  fay  of  me  (vol.  iii.  p.  ao.  2d  edit.)  refpe^ing 
my  fituation  with  Prince  Poteftrfcin  and  the  Da- 
chcfs  of  Kingfton : 

•'  By  bis  advice  the  Prince  introduced  feveral 

•'  new 
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^  ne^i"  regulations  inta  tfee  iltmf,  both  ill  <regidr4 
^'  to  cke6  and  nucnceuvres^ ;  and  had  it  not  been 
^^  for  fome  maneefuyres:  of  another  liature/focfaat 
**  writing  to  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  that  he 
^*  would  coitie  by  night  with.fome  foldiefs,  and 
^^  break  roto  ber-houfe,  unlefs  fhc  fent  him  m 
*•  certain  fum  of  money.  Sec.  there  is  not  a? 
"  doubt  but  he  would  foon  have  been  raifed  to^ 
•'  the  rank  of  a  general  offitreo?,  or  Appointed 
^  conful  at  whateVCT  place  he  xhofc."-^H« 
goes^A  to  fajTy  tl]fat^  ^'  After  hi«  difmiffion  from 
^*  the  confidence  of  Prince  Potemkia,  on  hif 
^  way  to  £nglahd,  Major  Seniplfe  laid  the  mer« 
^  chants  of  Pet^rfbargfa^  Narva,  Ri^,  &C.  ua* 
^  der  <:oambutioii  by  k  variety  of  impofturei*** 
If  is  the  eternal  fiite  of  fdfiiood  to  otntmdiSi 
kMfi  md  though  I  have  gfven  in  the  precede 
]|^  i:^es  ^  account  of  my  affair  with  the  Du^ 
chefs  of  Kiiigfton,  which  I  schallehge  eardior 
h^i  to  concradii^,  ltiU>  as  this  woitbkfg  fctib-^ 
bier.  Who  Would  tremble  ae  ray  very  Ibadow^ 
Hiay  ga^ti  cttdiit  with  fo#ne,.  I  will,  in  one  mo« 
itient,  point  ^ut  his  abfurdities*  Had  I  dared 
to  h^ve  threatened  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  as 
Ik  I»s  afler!»d,  a  well>-fdunded  complaint  (to* 
which  my  own  letter  niuft  have  givim  an  irre- 
fiftible  weight,)  wotrkl' have  procured  me  a  ba- 
jfriilhtneiit  for  life  ti^  Siberia ;  befides,  this  quar^ 
Mllfit^otiedbelbMi  I  joined  th^  Pi^ince  at  Cher- 

foni 
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fon :  and  was  it,  I  wHl  a(k,  probable,  that  he  woold 
have  received  me  into  his  fa vour»  intruded  me 
with  the  organizing  of  a  new  corps,  and  after- 
wards treated  me  as  will  appear  hereafter,  had  I 
been  flained  with  robbery  ?  As  to  my  frauds  . 
on  the  merchants,  wBile  I  was  in  favour,  they 
might  have  been  poflible  ;  but,^r  a  man  difgra^ 
f^^,  .they  would  have  been  an  utter  impolfibility* 
Befidcs,  I  did  not  pafs  through,  or  near  Riga ; 
for  I  went  from  Petersburgh  to  Narva,  where  I 
embarked,  and  went  down  the  £aft  Sea  to  Co- 
penhagen.    .  • 

Such  peftilent  libellers  are  unfit  to  be  fufFerec) 
in  the  world.  Such  have  been  my  ruin ;  and 
the  author  of  the  above,  who,  \  am  informed^ 
is  a  prieft,  certainly  affords  a  fhocking  proo£ 
of  that  depravity  which  perhaps  may,  if  ever  I 
live  to  meet  him,  render  his  gown  but  an 
infecure  protedlion.  If  he  has  any  honour,  let 
him  contradid  his  unfounded  aflertions:  but 
why  Ihould  I  a(k  him  ?  Had  he  any  honour,  he 
would  not  have  wrote  it. .  One  good,  however^ 
refults  from  his  fcurrility :  I  am  enabled  by  ' 
thefe  anecdotes  of  myfelf,  to' judge  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  thofe  parts  of  his  hiftory  which  I 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  look  at. 

Having  trained  and  difciplined  my  Corficans, 
I  proceeded  to  the  army,  and  joined  the  Prince 
on  the  heights  above  the  town  of  Karafu-bafar»    ^ 

in 
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1ft  the  Crimea;  where  my  pride  was  not  a  little 
flattered  by  feeing  the  uniform' of  which  I  had 
given  the  model  worn  by  an  immenfe  army, 
and  my  manoeuvres  adopted  and  applauded. 
I  was  then  about  twenty-five,  and  with  my 
natural  vanity,  this  diftinftion  almoft  turned 
my  brain,  as  it  perhaps  might  have  done  to 
men  much  older  and  wifer  then  myfelf ;  and  if 
I  had  no  very  great  (hare  of  prudence  in  pecu- 
niary matters  before,  this  made  me  quite  re* 
gardlefs  of  them. 

I  was  now  at  the  Princess  right-hand  day  and 
night ;  he  loaded  me  with  honours,  and  I  left 
nothing  in  the  line  of  duty  undone  to  deferve 
them.  Potemkin  was  ju 111 y  placed  among  the 
firft  charadlers  of  this  or  any  other  age ;  brave, 
open,  rough,  and  impeftuous,  he  was  firft  in 
every  exploit  of  danger ;  fudden  in  his  manoeu- 
vres, his  plans  were  conceived  and  executed 
with  unparalleled  rapidity  ;  in  the  field  he  knew 
no  charadler  but  a  foldier,  nor  could  age  or 
rank  plead  with  him  any  excufe  for  relaxation, 
from  the  rules  of  duty. 

Suwarrow  was  with  us,  already  acting  a 
diftinguifhed  part.  Bold  artd  impetuous  as 
his  commander,  he  was  indefatigable  in  duty, 
and  feemed  to  afpire,  by  copying  fp  great  a 
matter,  ^t  that  rivalfhip  of  glory  to  which  he 
has  now  arrived. 

D  The 
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The  Ruffian  foldiers  feem  fitted  by  nature 
for  war;  their  hardinefs  is  unparalleled,  as 
eafily  may  be  imagined  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  live.  Their  magazines  are  not  as 
with  other  armies,  depofited  with  even  a  finical 
carc;  their  provifion,  which  is  rye  meal,  is 
piled  up  like  pyramids  in  bags  in  the  open 
air,  where,  by  alternate  expofure  to  rnin  and 
fcorching  fun,  I  have  feen  it  fo  hi\\  :d  toge- 
ther that  it  was  obliged  to  be  h*  ;,d  our  with 
axes.  The  raw  meal  is  ferved  .  to  the  com- 
panies ;  and  where  they  have  no  wt-od,  (as  was 
the  cafe  with  us  while  in  the  environs  of  Cher- 
fon  where  no  wood  grows,  (and  the  chips  of 
the  dock-yard  hardly  fupplied  the  hofpital 
and  General  Officers,)  they  colledt  weeds  and 
the  dung  of  the  cattle,  with  which  they  heat 
it  as  well  as  they  are  able,  and  eat  it  half  raw. 
They  are  not  lefs  hardy  in  their  tents  than 
in  their  eating;  ftraw  or  blankets  are  never 
thought  of  by  a  Ruffian  foldier :  his  cloak 
ferves  him  at  once  for  bed  and  for  covering  i 
and  wrapped  up  in  this,  he  lies  down  con- 
tented on  the  bare  cold  ground.  As  an  inftance 
of  their  contempt  for  thefe  luxuries^  I  had  cn- 
trufled  a  foldier  with  the  care  of  a  confiderable 
number  of  valuable  articles,  at  a  time  when  I 
was  at  a  diftance  from  the  Prince.  I  had  got 
a  trench  dug  in  the  earth  to  fervc  as  my  cellar; 

and 
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tiki  over  it  a  tent  was  eredcdj  partly  to  ferve 
as  a  ftorehoufe,  and  partly  as  an  habitatiort 
for  the  faithful  veteran  who  was  to  guard  my 
ftbreis.  Willing  to  inake  hirri  in  lovei  with 
his  duty^  I  hid  got  iraifed  for  hint  a  wckidea 
behchi  with  i  mattrafs  to  fleep  on,  which  in- 
deed, thbugh  a  mofi  vile  one,  Cdft  me  no  fthall 
troiible  tb  procure  t  but  bad  as  it  was,  I  con- 
feiuded  that  he  would  efteem  it  a  luxury.  I 
was  hbwever  iniftaken  t  for  about  a  ^eek  afteri 
going  to  Ibok  at  my  Waggonsi  &c.  1  faw  a 
hiattrafs  layirig  like  a  piece  of  lumber.  En- 
quiring how  it  caihe  there^  1  was  iriformedi 
that  it  belonged  to  the  foldier  I  had  placed  on 
hiy  cellar,  Ivhom  1  inltantly  fent  foi-#  tJpbil 
aikih^  hinri  hbw  he  csithe  to  thrbw  away  his 
hiattralsj  he  cooly  laid,  that  it  was  nbt  fit  for 
a  ibldier^  and  thftt  he  cbuld  hot  fleep  upon  it. 
1  then  )ilfcht  tb  fee  what  he  had  fubflituted 
for  this  diefpifed  ccmchi  dnd  found  a  hard 
fcommoA  ftraw  mat  of  his  own   twitting. 

Stichis  the  real  charader  of  a  Ruffian  fol- 
dier, and  to  the  pbrtrait  1  can  only  add,  that 
their  fidelity  is  equal  to  their  other  qualifi- 
tations,  for  defertions  are  hardly  known  among 
theih :  they  arc  in  fhbrt  formed  by  nature^and 
education  for  the  trade  of  war:  for  while  they 
.acquire  hardinels  by  thfeir  ufiial  mode  of  living, 
(heir  miiida  are  not  eftranged  from  the  paths 
D  2  of 
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pannot  fay.  The  few  remaining  natives  howevcir 
Ihewed  him  much  refped,  and  fupplied  hinr|. 
livith  ail  neceffaries;  and  Admiral  Mackenzie 
gave  ftridl  orders  that  he  fhpuld  not  be  pio^ 
lefted. 

While  I  was  at  Adiare,  Mackenzie  and  myr 
felf  received  the  compliments  of  fome  of  the 
Tartar  Chiefs  of  that  country,  together  with 
a  prefent  of  each  a  horfe.  Mine  was  very  richly 
caparifoned  indeed,  but  his  was  almoft  covered 
with  lilver.  The  faddle  was  of  purple  cloth^ 
all  ftudded  over  with  filver  nails,  and  from 
pach  fide  depended  a  huge  ftirrup  of  the  fame 
metal,  made,  as  i?  thp  falhion  of  the  country, 
the  fize  and  fliape  of  the  fole  of  the  foot;  nor 
were  the  crupper  and  bridle  Ipfc  withput  their 
due  ihare  of  ornaments,  which  at  every  ftep 
made  almoft  as  niuch  noife  as  the  fore-hoffc 
of  art  Englifh  waggoner'3  team,  Mackenzie 
eyed  the  gawdy  beaft  with  much  pleafurp,  and 
in  the  prefcnce  of  the  whole  company  jogged 
my  elbow,  and,  poifing  a  ftirrup  in  hi^  hand, 
faid,  "  Take  you  the  horfe,  I  will  have  the 
*'  ftirrups,  by  G — d;  each  of  them  will  make 
'*  a  pair  of  candlefticks:'*  had  he  faid  two  pair, 
I  do  not  think  his  calculation  would  have  becr^ 
extravagant. 

I  had  been  taken  ill  at  Adiare  with  a  fort 
pf  ague,  which  prevailed  in  the  army,  and  ot\ 
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my  return  to  Karazu-bafar,  my  diforder  was 
very  much  increafed ;  however,  as  I  found  the 
Prince  juft  changing  his  pofition,  great  part 
of  the  army,  and  moft  of  my  own  baggage  al- 
ready gone,  I  determined  not  to  be  left  behind* 
Being  too  ill  to  mount  my  horfe,  I  got  a  bed 
put  into  one  of  thofe  carriages  which  are  com- 
monly ufed  there,  and  ordered  horfes,  I  could 
get  none  but  thofe  of  the  irregular  Coflkcs,  which 
were  totally  wild,  and  had  hardly  ever  feen,  much 
lefs  drawn,  a  carriage  before.  My  harnefs  was 
of  rope,  fuch  as  I  could  pick  up,  and  I  was  to 
be  driven  by  a  fcjlow  equally  unufcd  to  his 
bufinefs.  My  curious  equipage  had  nearly  made 
me  violate  a  general  order,  by  which  we  were 
forbidden  to  enter  any  houfe  or  town  on  account 
of  the  plague;  for  being  laid  in  my  bed  with  my 
valet,  (an  honeft  faithful  Wirtemburgher,  whom 
I  had  from  the  prince  of  that  name,  then  along 
with  us,)  our  cattle  fet  off  at  a  moft  furious 
rate.  For  fome  time  they  galloped  along  the 
precipice  that  almoft  overhangs  the  town  of 
Karazu-bazar,  till  ^t  length  the  carriage  over- 
turned, and  we  all  tumbled  down  the  fteep; 
and  had  we  gone  a  little  further,  Ihould  have 
fairly  tumbled  into  the  town.  Of  three  horfes 
which  drew  the  carriage,  two  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  my  poor  valet  de  chambre  broke 
his  arm  j  I  efcaped  by  being  fairly  turned  out 
D  4  with 
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with  my  bed  into  a  bufti ;  my  Ruffian  driver,  whq 
had  received  no  hurt,  comforted  me,  as  he  would 
have  done,  had  we  all  broken  our  necks,  with 
ISfebos  !  Nebos  !  'tis  nothing  !  'tis  nothing  !  The 
Coffacs  galloped  on  without  taking  the  leaft 
notice,  and  fuppofing  we  muft  be  all  infallibly 
killed,  cooly  informed  the  officers  at  head- 
quarters, that  the  Englifh  Adjutant  wjth  his 
Kebeetky  had  fallen  down  the  precipice.  This 
news  reached  the  Prince's  ears,  and  an  officer 
with  one  of  his  Highnefs  carriages  was  fent  to 
my  affiftance.  I  met  the  officer  upon  the  road  ; 
for,  refolved  to  fhew  the  Ruffians  that  I  was  as 
indifferent  to  accidents  as  themfclves,  I  lay 
quietly  in  the  bufli  till  a  new  carriage  coul4 
be  procured,  and  then  remounting  with  my 
unfortunate  valet,  I  refumed  my  journey  with 
all  th^fang  froid  I  could  mufter. 

In  the  end  of  the  winter  of  1783  the  Prince, 
iwhofe  fatigues  Had  much  exhaufted  him,  retired 
from  the  Criniea  to  Krementchuck,  to  recrui? 
his  llrength.  In  the  mean  time.  Prince  Alex. 
Potemkin,  who  had  been  fent  againft  the  Circaf- 
fians,  forced  thenn  to  conclude  a  peace.  They 
had,  together  with  other  petty  Hates,  been 
waging  a  pilfering  war  againft  Ruffia ;  but  were 
now  compelled  to  fend  the  young  Prince,  fon 
to  the  reigning  Prince,  to  Potemkin  as  a  hoft- 
agc.     He  was  accordingly  put  un^er  the  care 
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p{  an  officer  of  dragoons,  and  conduced  to* 
wards  Krementchuck,  near  which  place  I  was 
appointed  to  receive  him.  On  meeting  him^ 
then  a  boy,  feven  or  eight  years  old,  I  informed 
him,  through  the  medium  of  the  interpreter, 
that  the  Prince^ General,  though  much  indiC- 
pofed,  and  even  confined  to  bed,  meant  to  fee 
him  on  his  arrival ;  adding  fuch  other  blandifh-. 
ments  as  were  likely  to  foothe  his  mind.  As 
we  approached  his  Highnefs's  quarters,  which 
I  pointed  out  to  him,  this  young  Circaffian 
feemed  quite  diftrefled  at  the  noife  of  the  bell, 
worn  by  the  Ihaft-hor'fe  of  his  carriage ;  and 
which  is  the  diftinguifliing  mark  of  an  officer 
and  the  Imperial  poft.  The  amiable  boy  had 
no  fervant  near  him,  and  was  too  mild  to  alk 
fuch  a  thing  of  me ;  he  therefore  requefted,  by 
the  interpreter,  that  I  would  allow  him  to 
alight  and  take  off  the  bell,  leaft  it  might  dif- 
turb  the  Prince  who  was  fick.  Immediately  on 
my  arrival  I  related  this  puerile  anecdote  to  the 
Commander,  who  inftantly  received  the  young 
Tartar  into  his  favour ;  and  continued  to  fhew 
him  every  mark  of  regard  and  attention. 

We  remained  at  Krementchuck  fome  time  in 
cantonments;  when  the  affairs  of  the  Crimea 
being  fettled,  Potemkin  returned  to  the  capital. 
As  I  wifhed  to  vifit  foine  parts  of  the  country, 

he 
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lie  gave  me  leave  to  proceed  as  I  pleafed.  It| 
my  progrcls  I  again  pafled  through  Pulcowa ; 
and  being  more  at  Icifure  than  when  I  came  ta 
the  army,  I  vifited  with  increafed  intereft  and 
attention  the  plain  where  the  famous  battle  was^ 
fought  between  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great  and 
Charles  of  Sweden.  The  mound  ftill  remains 
that  was  built  with  the  bodies  of  the  flain.  On 
being  dug  into,  it  exhibits  ^n  awful  melange  of 
ikeletons  of  men  and  horfes,  with  the  iron  heels 
of  boots,  rufty  fpurs,  and  broken  weapons.  • 

Here  it  was  that  Charles  XII.  difmounted  to 
charge  a  body  of  Ruffians,  at  the  head  of  his 
own  regiment  of  infantry.  His  orders  were 
not  to  fire  till  he  (hould  command  them;  how- 
ever, on  approaching  the  enemy,  they  fired; 
but,  though  fuccefsful,  the  Swedilh  hero  wa3 
fo  mortified  at  their  difobedience,  that  he 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  rode  away  without 
fpeaking  one  word. 

»  On  my  arrival  at  Mofcow,  I  paid  my  rcfpcds 
to  Count  ChernechcfF,  the  Viceroy,  who  lived 
in  a  ftyle  oi  incredible  magnificence.  I  had  the 
honour  of  dining  with  him  the  day  after  my 
arrival.  About  a  hundred  guefts  fat  down  to 
tabic,  behind  each  of  whom  flood  one  of  the 
Count's  own  fervants,  in  very  fplendid  liveries; 
he  himfclf  was  furrounded  by  a  hoft  of  upper 

fervants. 
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fervantSj  dre0e4  in  the  mod  fuperb  manner : 
;ndeed,  l)efide  a  body  guard,  he  Jcept  no  lefs 
fhan  three  hundred  domeftics. 

At  Mofcpw  I  ipef  fcvejral  cart-load  §  of  Eng- 
lilh  naidihipmenj  who  being  thrown  out  of 
employ  by  the  conplufion  qf  the  American  war,, 
had  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice.  They 
were  under  phe  care  of  a  ferjeant  ^nd  two  ma- 
rines, and  were  going  tq  join  Admiral  Macken- 
zie on  the  Black  Se^.       ^ 

After  hayirig  fpent  a  few  days  at  Mofcow,  I 
continued  my  rpute  to  St.  Peterfburgh;  and, 
having  taken  up  my  family  at  Narva,  I  reached 
the  capital  abppt  the  beginning  of  the  fum- 
mer  1784. 

As  it  may  probably  intereft  my  readers  to 
learn  a  few  authentic  particulars  of  the  great 
Potemkin,  I  (hall  herp  prefent  them  with  fome 
which  aj-e  not  known  to  the  common  herd  of 
fcribbling  travellers,  but  my  fituation  in  his 
fuite  enabled  x^q  to  coUecft. 

His  levee  commenced  about  eight  in  the 
morning;  at  which  time  a  little  fhabby  anti- 
chamber,  and  a  billiard  room  adjoining,  were 
crowded  with  general-officers.  Th^fe  apart- 
ments, with  a  bed-room,  were  all  he  ufiially 
inhabited,  though  he  had  feveral  magnificent 
pnes  in  the  fame  houfe :  the  way  to  thofe  he 
pccupied  le4  through  a  fuite  of  large  rooms. 

The 
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The  firft  cnquiry^made  by  thofc  who  appeared 
in  the  anti-chamber  was,  *'  In  what  humour  is  the 
Prince  ?''  If  it  was  known  he  was  out  of  temper,  it 
was  not  unufual  for  many  of  the  vifitors  to  de- 
part immediately,  well  knowing  that  no  good  was 
to  be  done  that  day.  Prince  Serge  Galitzin, 
who  married  one  of  the  Prince's  nieces,  had 
the  greateft  influence ;  for  his  great  livelinefs, 
added  to  the  high  favour  in  which  he  flood, 
and  which  enabled  him,  like  Sir  James  Harris, 
to  make  a  vifit  any  -hour  without  ceremony, 
feldom  failed  to  cure  the  gloom  of  Potemkin. 

Nor  was  the  drefs  of  this  renowned  comman- 
der on  thefe  occafions  lefs  extraordinary  than 
his  apartments.  It  confifted  of  a  loofe  robe  de 
ehambre,  which  in  winter  he  wore  of  velvet,  and 
in  fummer  of  lilk  or  chintz,  flowing  round 
him;  his  neck  and  breaft  were  bare;  and  his 
filk  ftockings  hung  about  his  heels.  No  High- 
lander had  a  more  cordial  hatred  to  a  pair  of 
breeches ;  thefe  he  never  wore  but  when  he  drelT- 
cd.  His  hair  flowed  about  his  head  in  a  mofl:  dif- 
orderly  ftate ;  and  in  this  naked  flovenly  trim  he 
would  fit  down  to  table  with  all  the  princes  or 
general  officers  of  Ruflia, 

His  behaviour  at  table  was  as  far  removed 
from  the  common  road  of  life  as  his  drefs  ; 
fometimcs  he  would  lit  fullenly  without  faying 
a  word ;  and  this  was  not  without  its  due  effeA 

on 
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on  the  countenance  and  appetites  of  his  guefts : 
at  others  he  was  all  gaiety,  and  kept  the  tabl^ 
in  a  roar,  fo  that  nobody  could  eat  for  laughs 
ing ;  and  I  have  feen  him  more  than  once,  after 
eating  a  few  morfels,  fuddenly  ftart*  up,  as  if 
fome  important  idea  had  ftruck  him,  and  go 
into  his  bed-room.  This  was  the  fignal  for 
riling  from  table,  for  no  one  would  fit  when  he 
he  was  up;  and  the  guefts  were  expeded  to  fol- 
low the  Prince  to  take  coffee :  very  often,  in- 
deed, when  he  retired  with  a  louring  afped:, 
many  of  his  vifitors  had  not  courage  to  follow, 
but  took  coffee  in  the  anti-chamber;  his  fa^ 
vourites,  however,  never  failed  to  ftick  clofe  to 
him. 

He  was  paflionately  fond  of  mimicry,  and 
was  himfelf  a  tolerable  mimic.  He  adlually 
raifed  a  genius  of  this  kind  from  Lieutenant  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  for  no  other  merit.  This 
man  was  conftantly  kept  attending  in  the  anti- 
chambers ;  and  was  bccafionally  called  upon  to 
divert  his  patron  by  taking  off^  as  the  phrafe  is. 
all  his  acquaintance.  I  alone  efcaped ;  for  ha-< 
ving  plainly  told  the  filly  buffoon,  that  if  he 
prcfumed  to  take  any  liberties  with  me,  I  would 
chaftife  him,  he  prudently  abftained,  even 
though  the  Prince,  (who  had  heard  of  my  me- 
naces, and  M^ifhed  to  get  him  into  a  fcrape,) 
#ftea  dcfired  him* 

He 


4D  THE    LIFE    6i 

He  "had  an  extraordinary  and  whitnficat  mari^ 
her  of  puniftiing  his  aides  de  camp^  when  thtf 
exhibited  any  thing  unmilitary  in  their  6tds 
and  behaviour.  Inftead  of  verbal  reproof,  h6 
ufed  to  fend  them  long  difagreeable  joutneys  i 
arid  would  take  care  they  Ihbuld  fet  off  whert 
leaft  prepared.  As  an  inftance,  a  yoiing  gen- 
tleman who  had  lately  been  appointed;  and  wfirf 
had  no  other  Tecommeridation  than  his  being 
protected;  appeared  at  dinnfcr  dreffed  in  all  the 
frivolity  df  a  coxcomb :  Potemkih  looked  at 
him  with  a  louring  obliquity  of  couritenaiice,- 
aYid  ordered  his  fecretary  to  prepare  fome  dif- 
patches.  When  thefe  were  i'eady,  arid  before 
dinner  was  ended,  the  young  beau  was  called 
for,  and  commanded  inftantly  to  ftep  into  a 
carriage  that  was  waiting  to  carry  them  to  thcf 
Viceroy  of  Mofcow.  There  was  no  refufing  or 
hefitating;  arid  without  evert  the  neceflary 
cloathing  for  the  feafon^  he  had  feven  hundred 
verfles,  (five  hundred  Englifti  miles)  to  travel  in 
the  dead  of  winter. 

After  the  Prince's  return  from  the  Criitieai 
the  firft  of  the  nobility  gave  hitti  entertain- 
ments, in  which  invitation,  his  fuite  was  always 
fuppofed  to  be  included.  Th6  Duchefs  of 
Kingfton,  willing  to  imrifiitate  thofe  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  rank,  and  wiftiingat  thefame  time 
to  affront  me,  fent  an  invitation  to  Potemkiri ; 

but 
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but  inflead  of  faying  nothing  about  his  fuite, 
Ihe  fent  letters  of  invitation  to  every  indivi- 
dual officer  except  myfelf. 

The  Prince,  who  hated  her,  was  refolved  to 
take  the  lame  opportunity  to  mortify  her  that 
ftie  had  deftined  to  gratify  her  malice  to  me; 
fo  contriving  that  I  fhould  be  on  his  duty  that 
day,  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  my  revenge, 
for  I  fhould  not  only  go  with  him,  but  I  (hould 
fit  next  her  at  table. 

Being  on  duty,  I  was  obliged  to  attend  him 
every  where,  and  accordingly  attended  him  to 
the  Duchefs's,  where  I,  with  the  reft,  proceeded 
to  pay  our  compliments  to  her  Grac<?.  My  bro- 
ther officers  fhe  received  with  politenefs,  but  when 
I  approached  to  make  my  bow,  (he  turned 
afide  from  me.  When  we  went  to  be  feated  at 
table,  the  Prince,  under  pretence  of  fpeaking 
to  me  on  bufinefs,  kept  me  near  him,  and  fo 
arranged,  that  he  feated  me  at  the  Duchefs';^ 
elbow.  It  would  be  difficult  to  depidt  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  fate  fretting  and  fuming 
^i  the  time  of  dinner ;  however  I  was  feated, 
and  fhe  could  not  move ;  fhe  had  therefore 
nothing  to  do  but  conceal  her  anger,  and  that, 
to  a  woman  af  her  violence,  was  no  e?fy  tafk. 

Though  Potemkin  had  long  ceafed  to  be  the 
lover  of  the  Imperial  Catherine,  he  flill  con- 
tiiiutfd  to  govern ;  and  though  he  was  no  longer 

an; 
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an  inhabitant  of  the  palace,  his  houfe  had .  d 
private  communication  with  the  Emprefs's  a- 
partments.  Potemkin  had  fucceeded  OrlofFin 
her  aiFedlions ;  and  Lanlkoi,  who  had  been  a 
Chevalier  Garde,  with  the  intervention  of  a  few 
Ihort  lived  favourites,  fucceeded  Potemkin.  It 
would  however  be  an  endlefs  talk  to  enume-* 
rate  all  the  lovers,  who  fucceflively  occupied 
the  favourite's  apartments.  Thefe  confift  of 
a  fuite  of  rooms  on  the  entre  fol,  very  magnU 
ficent,  in  which  the  Favourite  (for  fo  he  is  always 
called,)  is  little  better  than  a  ftate  prifoner, 
as  he  cannot  mix  in  fociety,  and  all  his  mo- 
tions are  clofely  watched. 

Such  was  the  afcendancy  of  Potemkin,  that 
I  have  feen  him  tear  an  order  figned  by  the 
Emprefs,  and  which  only  wanted  his  fignaturc, 
becaufe  it  had  not  been  obtained  by  his  means^ 
The  Emprefs  frequently  vifited  him  in  his  own 
apartments,  at  which  time  we,  (the  officers  of 
his  fuite)  were  ordered  to  attend  in  the  anti- 
chambers  ;  fome  times  ftie  came  unawares,  and 
then  all  fled  helter-lkelter,  and,  without  waiting 
orders,  repaired  to  our  pofts. 

Befides  the  houfe  where  he  ufually  lived,  he 
had  fcveral  rich  palaces  in  the  town,  to  which 
he  occafionally  went,  and  where  he  kept  fer- 
vants ;  he  had  alfo  fome  fplendid  apartments 
in  the  houfe  I  have  juft  defcribed,  but  thefe  he 

feldom 
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feldom  ufed  ualefs  hy  chance  in  an  evening, 
when  he  meant  to  receive  vifits  in  fome  fore 
of  form,  but  H'lM/dns  cullottes. 

Notwithftatiding  he  treated  officers  in  general 
very  roughly^  I  always  experienced  politenefs 
from  him>  nor  was  he  even  offended  with  me 
when  I  out-manoeuvred  him,  which  I  once  did 
as  follows* 

A  Colonel  whc^  wilhed  fo  have  his  regiment 
removed  from  the  place  where  it  was,  to  an^ 
other  province,  applied  to  the  Prince  for  an 
order,  the  Prince  who  had  no  favourable  opi-^ 
nion  of  the  Colonel,  felt  no  wifh  to  cfblige  him  ; 
neverthelefs  he  told  him  to  dired:  the  fecretaries 
in  the  office  to  make  out  the  order;  this  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and^  in  the  routine  of  bufinefs, 
prefented-with  a.mafs  of  other  papers  to  the 
Prince  for  his  fignature,  which  his  Highnefs 
however  evaded,  and  continued  to  do  fo  for 
feveral  months  together,  till  at  length  it  begun 
to  look  fomewhat  dirty  and  was  eafily  diftin-^ 
guilhed. 

When  papers  of  this  nature  were  bi'ought 
before  the  Prince,  it  was  cuftomary  with  the 
officers  to  arrange  them  in  fuch  manner  as  they 
thought  fit ;  and  as  the  Colonel  had  applied  to 
me,  I  endeavoured  to  place  it  uppermoft  j  but 
the  Prince  continually  difappointed  me,  by 
fiiuffling  the  papers  together  like  a  pack  of  cards, 

E  and 
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and  whenever  he  came  to  this,  he  always  threw  it 
afide  unfigned. 

Anxious  to  fcrve  the  gentleman  who  had  fo 
long  waited  for  it,  I  procured  it  to  be  new 
drawn  out  and  fomewhat  altered  in  form ;  when 
placing  it  near  the  top,  I  prefcnted  the  whole 
together.  The  Prince  fliuffled  them  as  ufual, 
but  not  expeding  to  fee  his  old  friend  with  a 
new  face,  and  it  happening  to  fall  into  his  hands, 
he  figned  it  without  difcovering  what  he  had 
done;  nor  was  he  difpleafed  when  I  told  him 
(•which  I  did  fome  time  after)  how  he  had  been 
tricked- 

1  was  likewife  treated  with  much  diftinftioil 
by  the  Emprefs,  from  whom  I  received  many 
prefents;  one  in  particular  I  mention,  not  from 
its  value,  but  becaufe  it  does  away  every  idea  of 
my  having  left  Ruflla  in  difgrace;  Ihe  gave  me, 
for  fome  little  fer vices  I  had  rendered,  a  prefent 
of  500  ducats  of  Holland  in  fpecie,  a  very  few 
days  before  my  departure.  The  court  of  the 
Emprefs  was  very  fplendid^  but  Ihe  was  herfelf 
a  wonder  of  regularity  and  exertion.  Every  morn- 
ing at  five  her  Secretary  (Belborodko)  attended 
her,   at  fix  the  intendant  general  of  police  and 

others  had  their  audience  and  received  their 
orders.  She  dined  precifely  at  tw  elvc,  and  every 
evening  at  nine  there  was  a  fupper  for  the  party 
a£   court.     Thfe  Emprefs   amufed  herfelf  with 

*  walking 


mAjor  siEiMPLE  Lisii;  ^t 

Walking  about,  till  flie  faw  the  guefts  feated,  and 
then  retired  without  faying  a  word  or  being  ob- 
ferVfed  by  the  company. 

The  great  encouragement  I  h^d  hitherto  re- 
ceived, had  naturally  encouraged  me  to  fpleridid 
living ;  few  can  bear  the  idea  of  retrehching, 
arid  I  am  unfortunately  not  one  of  that  felf-de* 
nying  clafs-  While  I  had  the  Duchefs  of 
Kingfton's  houfe,  it  faVed  hie  much  money,  but 
now,  though  I  inyfelf  hada  lodging  and  table  at 
the  Prince's,  I  was  obliged  to  provide  quarters 
for  my  family  at  an  enormous  expence,  for 
houfes  are  not  eafily  to  be  hired  at  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  fiefides,  the  day  of  adive  fervice  was 
dver,  and  the  Prince,  though  he  treated 
me  with  much  politenefs,  did  not  find  me  the 
indifpenfible  officer  I  once  was ;  I  therefore  ob- 
tained leave  to  retire  to  Narva,  and  foon  after 
from  the  fervice. 

I  immediately  failed  from  Narva  to  Copen- 
hagen, furnifhed  with  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion for  Pruffia  from  feveral  of  the  moft  diflin- 
guifbed  charaders  at  the  Ruffian  court  j  parti- 
cularly from  the  Count  de  Goertz,  minifter  from 
Berlin,  to  his  brother,  then  Major-General  of 
cavalry  and  Aid-du-Camp  .General  to  Frederic 
the  Great. 


E  Si  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


The  author  arrives  at  Copenhagen  jujl  after  the  re^ 
volution  there. — Anecdotes  of  the  King  of  Den-^ 
mark. — Goes  to  Pruffia.-^Ceremony  of  entering  Potf^ 
dani.-'^Vrederic  the  GreaVs  mode  of  receiving  re^ 
ports. — Waits  on  Comte  de  Goertz. — Etiquette  of 
prefentation  to  the  King. — Meets  fcveral  difiin^ 
guijbed  charailers. — TheHcreditary  Prince*  s  apart  ^ 
ments  defcribed, — Receives  permijjion  from  the 
King  to  attend  his  maytxuvres. — Prefented  to.  the 
Sluceny  at  the  palace  of  Shoen  Haufeny  near  Ber^ 
lin. — Accompanys  the  Prince  onfome  private  ex-- 
pcditions. — Is  ordered  to  leave  Potfdam. — The 
order  revoked  next  day. —  Defcription  of  Potfdam. 
— Defcriptions  and  anecdotes  of  Frederic  the  Great. 
— Excellence  of  the  PruJJian  troops. 

I  ARRIVED  at  Copenhagen  in  September  1784, 
and  was  received  in  a  very  flattering  manner  by 
feveral  perfons  of  diftincflion;  here  I  met  that 
worthy  and  exalted  character,  Hugh  Elliot, 
Efq.  the  Britifti  Minifter  at  the  court  of  Den- 
mark; To  this  gentleman's  friendfliip  I  have 
the  higheft  obligations;  his  praifes  I  need  not 
write,  they  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  who  knew 
him;  but  I  lliould  be  even  more  loft  to  honour 

and 
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and  gratitude  than  calumny  has  dared  to  repre- 
feat  mCj  did  I  not  here  in  the  moft  public  man-, 
ner  return  him  my  moft  fincere  thanks  for  the 
almoft  innumerable  favours  he  has  done  me, 
though  I  will  not  pain  his  generous  mind  by  a 
recapitulation  of  them. 

The  little  revolution  of  Denmark,  if  indeed 
it  merits  that  name>  had  juft  taken  place,  and 
the  Queen-Mother,  to  whofe  tyranny  the  late 
Queen  owed  her  misfortunes,  had  been  banifh- 
ed  to  an  eftate  fomc  miles  from  Copenhagen. 
Aftairs  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  cele- 
brated Bernfdorff,  and  a  law  was  paflcd  (on  ac- 
count of  the  King's  weaknefs,  which  had  indu- 
ced him  to  give  his  fignature  to  any  thing  laid 
before  him)  that  no  edi<fl  ftiould  be  valid  uniefs 
counterfigncd  by  the  Prince  Royal. 

The  King  whofe  derangement  had  rather  re- 
duced him  to  the  ftateof  boyhood  than  deprived 
him  of  reafon,  did  not  much  relifli  this  arrange- 
ment, though  he  knew  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
make  complaints.  He  however  contrived  to 
fhew  his  diflatisfaftion;  for  one  evening  havirtg  a 
number  of  papers  to  fign,  he  defired  they  might 
be  left  till  morning,  when  they  fhould  be  ready. 
In  the  morning  the  Minifter  went  to  receive 
them,  but  to  his  gre-at  furprize,  he  found  the' 
King  had  fomewhat  exceeded  his  promife;  the 
papers  were  indeed  figned,  but  his  Majefty  had 
£  3  made 
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made  an  addition  to  his  name^  and  figned  tbenv 
Qfri/iian  and  Company.  A  thoufand  droll  anec*, 
dotes  might  be  related  of  this  monarchy  but  I 
cannot  confent  to  raife  a  laugh  at  the  expenfe  of 
fallen  worth  and  greatnefs. 

Having paffed  fome  time  at  Copenhagen^  and 
the  time  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  evolutions  being 
at  hand,  I  fet  off  for  Berlin.  I  crofled  the  Belt, 
and  went  through  Pomcfania  to  Potfdam,  the 
refidence  of  Freideric  the  Great. 

Knowing  the  cuftomary  mode  ofprefentation 
and  the  difcipline  pradifed  here,  I  was  not  fur- 
prifed  at  the  ftridnefs  with  which  I  was  ex- 
amined at  the  gate  of  the  garrifon.  Every  ftr^n- 
ger  is  alked  his  name,  his  age,  to  whom  recom- 
mended, his  bufinefs  in  the  garrifon,  and  feveral 
other  queftions  of  the  fame  nature.  On  being 
afked  "  What  are  you  ?"  I  anfwered  *^  A  Scots 
Highlander."  **  Whence  came  you?"  **  From 
the  Black  Sea."  '*  What  is  your  ranl^?"  ''  Ma- 
jor of  the  Ruffian  Army  and  Aid-du-camp  to 
Potemkin."  '*  What  is  your  bufinefs  here?'* 
**  To  cpmpleat  my  education  as  a  foldier  unde? 
the  firfl:  matter  in  the  woirld,  your  King."  **  Have 
you  any  letters  for  the  King?"  "  No;  but  I 
have  fpi*  feyeral  officers^  particularly  Count  de 
Goertz,  his  Majefty's  Aid-du-Camp  General." 
"  What  inn  do  you  go  to  ?"  Having  anfwered 
all  thefe  queftions,  I  was  fufFercd  to  proceed. 
'\      '     '       '    '  ^  The 
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The  accounts  given  by  all  (Grangers' ire  laid 
before  the  King;  and  ^re,  if  there  is  any  thing 
extraordinary  in  the  report  or  perfoA,  noticed 
by  his  Majefty.  The  old  warlike  monarch  ufed 
tp  receive  reports  in  the  moft  perfe<9:  military 
ftyle;  ibr  however  engaged  in  ftiidy  or  bufinefs^ 
his  paraphernalia  of  fword,  cane,  hat,  and  gloves, 
alii^ays  lay  fo  that  he  could  reach  them  in  a 
s^i^menc.  A  fingle  page  waited  in  the  anti- 
chamber;  and  when  any  reports  were  brought, 
announced  them  to  the  King,  who  putting  on 
his  hat,  cane,  and  gloves,  and  flicking  his 
fword  by  his  fide,,  naade  a  military  hobble,  (for 
age  at  that  time  prevented  him  from  raifing  hi^ 
-jbopts,)  into  rthe  anti-chamber.  Here  the  great 
Frederic,  with  all  martial  fprrn,  flood  with  his 
h^t  in  his  hand  till  the  officer  had  made  his  re- 
port ;  and  fhen  facing  about,  he  retreated  in  th^ 
fame  manner  he  had  before  advanced. 

As  foon  a$  I  had  drefled  myfelf,  which  in 
compliment  to  the  King,  I  did  in  the  Pruflian 
flyle,  with  boots  halfway  up  my  thigh,  and  a^ 
^eue  dowil  xo  my  rump,  J  waited  on  thofe  to 
^hpm  I  had  letters,  particularly  the  Count  de 
Goertz,  his  Majefty 's  Aid-du- Camp.  I  a(k  d 
hijn  how  I  might  accomplifli  the  objeft  of  my 
voyage  to  Potfdam.  He  informed  me,  that  for 
perfons  who  came  recommended  it  was  the  €ti« 
guette  'ik>  write  to  the  King,  and  dlk  his  per« 
£  4  miflion 
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miffion  to  be  prefented  to  him,  and  to  appear 
at  his  parades  and  manoeuvres- 

I  immediately  went  home,  wrote  a  few  lines^ 
to  the  King,  addrefjed,  (as  the  Count  de  Gocrtz 
had  inftruded  me,)  fimply  flu  H^i  \  and  feat  my 
letter  by  my  own  fcrvant,  in  the  ufual  way. 
Nc?ct  morning,  at  fix  o'clock,  I  received  an 
jnfwer,  brought  to  me  at  my  hotel  by  the  King's 
running  footman.  The  letter  vva§  in  amount 
^s  follows ; 

*'  Major  Semp^e, 

'*  It  is  with  pleafure  1  permit  you  to 
follow  me  to  the  manoeuvres  of  my  troops.  As 
to  the  prcfcntatjon,  you  mud  addrefs  yourfelf 
to  Count  de  Goertz,  my  Aid-du-Camp  General, 
who  is  charged  with  fuch  affairs.  Upon  which, 
(Major  Semple)  I  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his 
Jioly  keeping. 

^.*  Frederic" 

This  laconic  epiftle  was  fomewhat- curious  in 
its  fornri,  for  it  was  begun  fo  clofe  to  the  top  of 
the  paper  that  there  wa§  hardly  room  for  the 
letters.  About  an  hour  after  it  reached  me,  I 
j-cceived  a  vifit  from  Cpunt  de  Goertz,  to  whom 
his  Majefty  h^d  wrote  concerning  me,  fignify- 
\x\^  hi$  intentipn  of  receiving  me  that  femi^  day. 
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at  eleven  o*clock;  and  at  the  parade  I  was  pre- 
fented  to  thfe  Prince. 

When  thefe  prefentations  were  over,  and  the 
parade  ended,  the  King's  running  footman  met 
me  in  my  way,  giving  me  an  invitation  to  dine 
with  the  Prince.  This  was  the  etiquette  at 
Potfdam ;  for  though  you  are  entertained  at  the 
Prince's,  the  invitation  is  really  the  King's. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Monfieur  De  Cuftinc, 
{fince  guillotined  at  Paris,}  and  feveral  other 
officers  were  the  fame  day  prefentedj  and  receiv- 
ed fimilar  invitations. 

Notwithftanding  the  King  had  feveral  empty 
palaces,  the  Prince  was  obliged  to  content  him- 
felf  with  a  lodging  at  a  brewer's  houfe.  Here 
we  all  miet,  in  a  fmall  dining-room ;  where  wc 
had  an  elegant  entertainment,  very  handfomely 
ferved. 

This  fuite  of  apartments  might  be  called  the 
Prince's  ojienfible  lodgings ;  but  he  had  extended 
them  far  beyond  the  brewer's  houfe,  by  occu- 
pying parts  of  two  or  three  adjacent  houfes. 
His  Majefty  was  equally  niggardly  with  refpecl 
to  fcrVants,  of  which  he  allowed  the  Prince 
very  few ;  but  feveral  handfome  young  fellows, 
who  had  no  warlike  inclinations,  were  glad  to 
purchafe  the  Prince's  livery,  and  wear  it  with- 
out wages,  as  a  proted:ion  from  being  forced 
into  the  army.     Though  the  enlargement  of  the 

apart  in  ^its 
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apartments  might  poffibly  be  concealed,  forty 
or  fifty  ftout  handfome  domeftics  could  not 
cfcape  the  penetrating  eye  of  Frederic :  he  knew 
in  fad  every  body  in  Potfdamj  and  when  h^ 
met  any  of  thefe  volunteer  lacqueys,  never 
failed  to  beftow  reproachful  epithets  on  them. 

The  King,  whofe  curiofity  was  rtifcd  by  the 
exploits  of  Potemkin  in  the  Crimea,  honoured 
me  with  fome  marks  of  attention ;  and  thus  I 
obtained  a  fort  of  indired  leave  to  refidc  at 
Potfdam,  (a  fayqur  very  rarely  granted,  parti-^ 
cularly  to  military  men} ;  nor  was  I  unnotic^ 
by  the  Prince,  at  whofe  parties  I  frequently 
made  one.  Having  feen  the  King,  and  having 
attended  different  manoeuvres  wh^rc  that  in- 
imitable foldier  commanded  in  perfon,  I  was 
recommended  by  my  friends  to  go  to  Berlin,  in 
order  to  be  introduced  to  the  Queen. 

I  went  accordingly ;  and  Prince  Dolgorpuki, 
the  Ruffian  Envoy  there,  having  introduced  fne 
to  the  reft  of  the  foreign  minifters,  I  was  on  the 
firft  public  day  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  by  her 
firft  Chamberlain,  Prirwitz,  It  was  on  this 
vifit  to  Berlin  that  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  amiable  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  and  General  Mollen- 
dorfF,  Governor  of  the  capital. 

After  having  remained  a  few  days  to  enjoy 
.the  pleafures  of  Berlin,  I  returned  to  Potfdam, 

not 
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not  without  feeling  fome  reludance  at  leaving 
certain  conn^ftions  I  hacj  formed.  On  my  re- 
furn  to  Potfd^m  I  waited  on  the  Prince,  who 
now  admitted  me  more  frequently  into  his  pri- 
vate parties.  The  Prince  conftantly  attended 
the  King's  military  manoeuvres,  and  I  always 
accompanied  him:  his  Royal  Highnefs  had, 
however,  certain  private  mmosuvres  of  his  own, 
at  which  I  alfo  s^ttendcd,  and  with  which  thp 
King  was  not  acquainted.  The  great  Frederic, 
^s  is  perfeftly  known,  had  no-  high  veneration 
for  the  fair  fex  in  general;  while  the  Prince 
Frederic  Wjlliam  was,  like  -myfelf,  their  devo- 
ted flave.  Though  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  old  warrior,  the 
Prinije,  Baroh  Groorhaufen,  and  myfelf,  con- 
trived now  and|  then  to  l^e^I  to  Berlin  without 
|iis  knowledge. 

Though  thefe  fajlies  were  fome  time  conceal- 
ed from  the  brave  old  King,  it  was  impoffible 
they  fhould  be  hid  for  ever  •  in  fa<5l  they  were 
detpdled,  and  I  had  the  honour  of  an  intimation 
from  the  Governor  of  Potfdam,  acquainting 
me  that  my  prefence  was  no  longer  neceffary  li^- 
that  garrifon.  He  would  in  fad  hkve  ufed  his  - 
oldeft  general  the  fame  way  or  worfe.  This 
happened  on  the  parade,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Prince,  of  whom  I  immediately  took  leave; 
^nd  repaired  lo  my  hotel,  in  order  to  prepare* 

for 
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for  my  journey.  The  Prince,  well  acquainted 
with  my  extreme  extravagance,  and  fufpeding 
1  might  want  money,  though  he  fcldom  had 
fufficient  for  his  own  purpofes,  fent  a  fervant 
to  me  with  a  handfome  fupply.  I  then  took 
horfe,  and^  attended  by  one  fervant,  left  Potf- 
dam^ 

I  flopped  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  with  the 
intention  of  pafling  the  night,  and  waiting  the 
arrival  of  my  baggage  and  fervant.  I  wrote 
from  hence,  by  a  meflenger,  to  the  Governor, 
acquainting  him  that  I  had  obeyed  his  Majefty's 
orders  with  the  alacrity  and  difpatch  I  owed 
to  fo  great  a  monarch  ;  that  I  hoped  he  would 
facilitate  the  departure  of  my  fervant,  by  furnifti- 
ing  him  the  neceflary  paflport :  I  added,  that  the 
keys  of  Spandau*  had  made  a  man  tremble 
who  would  (land  undaunted  before  all  the  ar- 
tillery of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburgh. 

The  Governor  granted  my  requeft,  inti- 
mating at  the  fame  time  that  I  might,  when  I 
pleafed,  return  to  Potfdam.  After  pafling  fome 
time  at  Berlin,  where  I  had  now  a  numerous 
acquaintance,  I  accepted  the^  invitation,  and 
returned  to  that  grand  military  academy,  though 
not  as  a  permanent  refidence. 

•  Spandau  is  a  garrifon  not  far  diftant  from  Potfdam,  where 
Frederic  the  Great  frequently  fent  officers  who  gave  him  of- 
fence, and  kept  them  as  long  as  he  thought  proper. 

Potfdam, 
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Potfdairi,  though  certainly  the  firft  fchool  for 
war,  was  in  fa6t  no  very  pleafant  place  to  in- 
habit. The  ftridnefs  of  the  difcipline  rendered 
every  man  no  better  than  a  flave ;  nobody  could 
pafs  or  repafs  the  gates  without  being  reported  j: 
and  to  the  very  garrifon  it  nearly  was  intolera- 
ble, as  the  foldiers  had  there  no  opportunity, 
as  elfewhere,  of  earning  any  thing  by  their  la- 
bour, as  there  was  no  trade  or  commerce  what- 
ever in  that  town,  its  inhabitants  being,  to  a 
very  few  exceptions  indeed,  military. 

The  King  endeavoured  to  amend  their  con- 
dition, by  ordering  numbers  of  houfes  to  be 
built  every  year :  ftili  the  foldiers  were  mifera- 
ble ;  but,  though  fuicide  was  frequently  the  rc- 
fult  of  diftrefs,  the  veteran  monarch  was  abfo- 
lutely  idolized  by  them. 

Frederic  the  Great  had  in  his  younger  day* 
been  a  very  adive  man ;  but  when  I  faw  him, 
he  had  upon  him  much  of  the  infirmity  of  age* 
That  fharp,  penetrating  look,  which  would  have 
marked  him  as  an  extraordinary  man,  even  at  a 
glance,  ftill  remained;  but  he  (looped  much, 
and  his  legs  were  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  his 
'Ireight,  which,  however,  was  not  enormous. 

He  wilhed,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  conceal  every 
appearance  of  decay;  and  would  have  felt 
himfelf  hurt  had  any  one  obferved  him  mount- 
ing his  horfe.     Unable  to  vault  into  his  faddlc^ 

as 


6s  THE    LIFE    or 

as  he  ufed  to  do^  he  always  got  between  hid 
horfe  and  a  wall.  This  was  a  iignal  for  all,  ex«. 
cept  thofe  employed  in  mounting  him,  to  look 
another  way.  As  foon  as  he  had  got  his  foot  into 
the  ftirrup,  a  powerful  huzzar,  in  a  twinklin^^ 
hoifted  his  Majefty  into  his  faddle ;  once  there, 
he  galloped  off  immediately. 

Perhaps,  iince  the  xime  of  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden  no  prince  ever  paid  lefs  attention  to 
drefs  than  Frederic  the  Great.  His  coat  was 
always  military/ and  feldom,  I  believe,  had  its 
nap  dillurbed  by  the  officious  inrrufion  of  a 
brufh :  this  he  wore  buttoned  tight  round  him ; 
and  his  legs  were  cafed  in  a  pair  of  large  flrong 
boots.  Thefe  laft,  the  date  of  whofe  antiquiCy 
J  am  not  chronologifl:  enough  to  fix,  had  been 
held  facred  from  brulh  and  blacking ;  but  when 
overloaded  with  mud,  having  been  waihed  with 
a  fponge,  had  gradually  deferted  the  fable,  and 
aflumed  a  mahogany  hue. 

His  hat  was  no  way  calculated  to  put  the  reft 
of  his  drefs  out  of  countenance ;  it  feemed  their 
coeval  fellow-foldier,  and  was  (harp  before.  As 
he  never  fpoke,  even  to  a  private  foldier,  with- 
out uncovering  and  holding  it  in  his  hand,  the 
right  corner,  by  which  he  always  held  it,  (hew- 
ed evident  marks  of  hard  duty. 

His  fnufF-box,  the  only  gaudy  thing  about 
l^m,  was  of  gold,  of  an  enormous  fize,  and  to 

this 
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this  he  was  almoft  perpetually  reforting,  not  for 
pinches,  but,  I  had  almoft  faid,  handfulls. 

Such  was  the  exterior  of  Frederic !  In  fuch 
a  homely  caflcet  was  contained  a  foul  capable  of 
conquering  and  governing  the  univerfe!  Thi$ 
was  the  truly  great  man  who,  amidft  all  the 
hurry  of  war,  cultivated  arts  at  home!  The 
companion  of  a  Voltaire,  the  avowed  enemy  of 
kings ;  he  efteemed  this  philofophical  republi- 
can, and  was  beloved  in  his  turn  by  philofo-- 
phers  of  all  defcriptions.  This  was  he  who  in 
the  midft  of  difafters,  rofc  in  proportion  to  his 
fufferings,  and  not  only  refcued  his  kingdom 
from  ruin,  but  raifed  it  to  a  pitch  of  greatnefs 
unparalleled  in  Europe!  Invincible  in  war^ 
indefatigable  in  exertions,  and  inflexible  in  juf- 
tice,  he  never  had  a  fuperior,  hardly  an  equal. 

At  Potfdam  this  incomparable  Prince  occu- 
pied but  three  fmall  apartments,  and  thofe  in  a 
corner  of  the  vaft  palace  there.  They  confifted 
of  a  Salk  a  Manger^  which  ferved  likewife  as  an 
anti^chamber,  a  bed-chamber  and  a  library; 
thefe,  like  all  the  other  apartments  he  ufed,  were 
hung  with  blue  fatin.  It  muft  be  confefled  that 
the  hangings  were  fomewhat  worfe  for  wear, 
the  moths  having  made  free  with  fuch  parts  as 
btft  fuitcd  their  palates ;  the  very  curtains  of 
die  King's  own  bed  were  fo  full  of  holes,  that 
he  might  have  pretty  tolerably  reconnoitred  the 
1  approach 
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approaqh  of  a  vifitor,  without  the  trouble  c/ 
withdrawing  them. 

He  lived  however  but  little  in  this  palace,  as 
his  principal  refidcnce  ^as  at  Sans  Souct\  a  fhort: 
diftance  from  the  gates  of  Potfdam.     Here  was 
his  favourite  retirement ;   here  he  unburthened 
himfelf  from  the  cares  of  ftatej  here  he  was  the 
philofopher,  the  poll  filed  fcholar,  and  he  may  be 
properly  ftyled  the  father  of  the  Pruffian  MUs 
lettres.      His   company  at  Sans  Souci  was  ex- 
tremely feled:;   it  confided  of  the  firft  literary 
characters   and  a   few  diftinguilhed  generals;, 
with  thefe  he  pafled  his  time  in  converfatioa 
and  mufic,  in  which  his  excellence,  both  as  a: 
compofer  and  performer,  is  admitted  by  all  the 
world. 

While  I  was  in  Pruflia,  his  Majefty  had  a: 
violent  illnefs,  a  little  before  the  time  appoint-*^ 
ed  for  the  Silefian  manoeuvres;  his  attendance 
was  thought  to  be  impoflible,  a  circumftance 
the  more  remarkable,  as,  during  his  long  and 
glorious  reign,  he  had  never  been  difappointed 
of  any  military  operation  for  which  he  had  fixed* 
the  time,  either  by  ficknefs  or  bad  weather. 

However,  jufl:  as  the  feafon  approached,  and- 
as  if  fuch  was  decreed  to  be  the  unchangeable* 
fortune  of  the  Great  Frederic,  he  recovered^: 
contrary  to  all  expedlation,  and  was  perfedly: 
able  to  review  his  gallant  troops  as  ufual. 

During 
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During  his  illnefs  he  was  fo  reduced,  that  a 
lufty  ftrong  huzar  was  obliged  to  lift  him  front 
his  bed  to  his  chair,  and  back  again.  One  day^ 
•when  this  faithful  domeftic  was  lifting  his  royal 
mafter  from  his  bed,  the  iron  heel  of  his  boot 
flipped  on  the  wax-rubbed  boards,  fo  that  he 
found  he  muft  unavoidably  fall ;  he  had  however 
the  prefence  of  mind  to  tofs  his  Majefty  on  the 
bed,  while  he  himfelf  meafured  his  length  oh 
the  floor.  Frighted  to  death,  the  huzar  did  not 
venture  to  raife  his  head,  and  the  King  who  was 
hardly  able  to  fpeak  from  debility,  was  rendered 
perfecflly  fpeechlefs  with  laughter  at  the  droll 
accident.  As  foon  as  he  recovered  his  fpeech^ 
he  encouraged  the  honeft  foldier  to  rife,  and 
conceived  fuch  a  liking  to  him  for  his  fudderi 
refource  of  thought,  that  he  never  would  part 
with  him  from  jibout  his  perfon. 

From  Sans  Souci,  the  King  ufed  to  gallop  al- 
mofl:  full  fpeed  to  Potfdam  to  the  parades, 
which  he  feldom  mifled  j  he  was  attended  only 
by  two  pages,  who  not  being  fo  well  mounted, 
had  frequently  much  difficulty  to  keep  up  with 
him.  When  he  arrived  there,  he  rode  briflcly 
along  the  line,  fometimes  without  fpeaking  a 
word,  and  fometimes  he  would  converfc  with 
the  Governor,  the  other  general  officers,  and 
fuch  ftrangers  as  had  been  prefented. 

F  It 
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It  is  impoflible,  without  having  fcen  the  Pruf- 
fian  troops,  to  form  an  idea  of  their  appearance 
and  difcipline;  no  miftakes  ^vcr  happen,  no 
awkwardnefs  is  to  be  feen;  they  feem  rather  dif-  • 
fcrent  branches  of  the  fame  grand  machine  than 
diftindl  beings.  Every  thing  is  perfedt,  every 
thing  is  in  a  ftate  of  readinefs ;  fo  that  were  it 
neceflary  to  fend  the  whole  army  to  the  frontiers, 
or  further,  in  an  inftant  they  would  begin  their 
march. 

The  Great  Frederic  ufed  to  pay  vifits  on  horle- 
back,  with  little  ceremony;  of  which  an  inftance 
happened,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  1784, 
when  the  then  reigning  Duke  of  Courland  came 
to  Potfdam,  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  his  Prufliaa 
Majefty.  The  Duke  had  taken  up  his  refidence 
at  an  hotel  clofe  to  the  parade,  but  by  no  means 
the  bed  in  the  place.  Here  in  a  little,  (habby 
parlour,  was  his  Serene  Highnefs,  drelfcd  in  the 
mod  fplendid  ftyle,  blazing  with  diamonds,  and 
covered  with  the  richeft  embroideries.  In  this 
place,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  vifit  from  the  King,  who  in  his  old 
uniform  coat  and  other  ufual  accoutrements, 
rode  up  to  the  door  of  the  hotel,  alighted  in  a 
moment,  and  without  further  ceremony  went 
into  the  parlour;  he  flopped  a  few  minutes  in 
converfation,  when  he  took  leave,  remounted  his 

horfe. 
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horfe,  and  rode  away  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
he  had  approached. 

The  Prince  anfl  Princcfs  was  kept  under  fuch 
reftraint  by  the  King,  that  it  was  next  to  impof- 
lible  for  them  to  enjoy  any  pleafure.  But  when 
his  Majefty  was  gone  to  any  diftance,  which  pre- 
cluded the  poffibility  of  his  return  for  a  day  or 
two,  the  Princefs  never  failed  to  give  a  ball,  at 
the  palace  of  Charlottenburgh^  in  the  park  of 
Berlin.  To  thefe  aflemblies,  which  were  vtry 
gay,  theofhcQTSof  the  Gens  d'Armes^  and  variety 
of  the  moft  felhionable  and  noble  perfonagcs 
were  admitted  ;  but  the  Princefs  ,was  obliged  to 
be  at  home  before  the  Kiog's  return  to  Potf- 
dam. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

The  au$hor  leaves  Prujfia  and  returns  to  Denmark.-^ 
Sets  out  for  England,  uhere  he  arrives  in  Decern^ 
her  1784, — Frequently  vifits  the  Continent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  two  following  years. — Bef peaks  a 
travelling  poji^chaife  of  Mr.  Lycet. — Mr.  Lycet^ 
not  being  able  to  arreft  him  for  /)&^.debt,  twelve 
months  after  ihe  delivery  of  the  carriage,  proceeds 
CR.IMINALLY  agdinft  him. — The  unhappy  confe^ 
quences^ — Sends  a  model  of  a  f addle  and  accoutre-- 
r  g  ment 
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merU  to  I  he  King  of  Pruffta. — Obtains  bis  pardon, 
and  goes  to  France. — forms  an  intimacy  zvitb/ome 
of  the  mojl  diftinguifhed  chariBers  there. — Pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Coniieniion^  and  anecdotes  of  the  per^ 
fons  principally  concerned  in  the  maffacrc  of  the 
King^  with  the  procejion  to  his  triaL 

In   November  1784,   I  left  PrufHa,  and  by  the 
way  of  Lubeck,    went  again  to  Copenhagen; 
here  I  ftaid  a  few  days-  I  then  fet  out  for  Eng- 
land, charged  with  letters  for  government  from 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  arrived  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber.    I  delivered  the  packet,  with  which  1  was 
intrufbed,  according  to  inftriiftions,  and  having 
fpent  fomc  little  time  in  London,  I  returned  to 
the  Continent,  partly  to  gratify  my  turn  for 
military  operations,  and  partly  On  confidential 
bufinefs.     I  continued  to  go  backward  and  for- 
ward as  bufinefs  or   inclination  led  me,  till  aa 
event  took  place,  which  firft  fitted  my  name  for 
the  mouth  of  calumny,  and  which  has  h.umbled 
me  in  my  own  eyes,  more  than  in  thofe  of  the 
public*     Though  this  has  been  told  and  retailed 
a  thoufand  times,  and  though  I  am  far  from  ac- 
cufing  either  a  judge  or  ajury,  of  willing  injuf- 
tice,  ftill  will  I  boldly  affirm,  that  it  is  not  only 
pofTible  for  both  to  be  miflaken,  but  that  it  is 
often  impoffible  for  any  but  the  man  himfelf  to 
judge  of  his  own  interlions.     The  cafe  flood  thus 

with 
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with  met  I  had  befpoke  a  travelling  poft-chaife 
of  a  coach-maker,  Mr-  Lycet.  It  was  ordered 
to  be  fmifhed  on  a  particular  day,  and  on  that 
day  he  Cent  it  home.  My  then  lltuation  render- 
ed fuch  a  carriage  neceflary  for  me,  and  I  was 
at  that  time  able  to  pay  for  it;  but  my  fatal 
turn  for  extravagance  foon  put  that  out  of  my 
power.  After  remaining  fome  time  in  town,  I 
went  agairf  to  the  Continent,  and  during  twelve 
months,  paflTed  and  repaffed  very  frequently;  on 
which  occalions  feveral  attempts  were  made  to 
arreji  me  for  the  debt^  nor  was  there  any  idea  of 
calling  it  a  frauds  till  a  year  after  the  carriage  was 
delivered  to  me  at  my  lodgings  at  Kni^ts- Bridge. 
I  am  far  from  vindicating  the  non-payment  of  a 
juft  debt,  but  I  folemnly  declare  that  I  had  not 
the  fmalieft  idea  of  defrauding  the  coach-maken 
I  had  occafion  for  a  carriage;  I  was  in  a  good 
iituation,  though  very  carelefs  and  extravagant. 
But  were  every  fafhionable  young  man,  who  buy* 
a  poft-chaife,  without  confidering  how  it  is  to 
be  paid  for,  as  ftriftly  dealt  by  as  I  was,  the 
Newgate  Calendar  would,  I  fear,  become  an  al- 
moftindifpenfiblefupplement  to  the  Red  Book. 
It  is  true,  Mr.  Lycet  fwore  that  I  had  hired 
the  carriage  only  for  a  week;  but  had  he  not 
fworn  it,  would  it  have  appeared  credible,  that 
he  would  fit  up  a  new  carriage  for  a  week's  hire? 
The  attempt  to  arreft  me  was  admitted ;  befidcs, 
F  ^  in 
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in  his  books  there  appeared  an  erafure^  where 
the  word  hired  was.  Had  it  been  originally, fo, 
what  need  to  alter  it?  If  it  was  not,  fome 
other  word  muft  have  occupied  that  place. 
What  that  word  was,  or  when  erafed,  Mr.  Ly- 
cet  bed  knows. 

It  is  further  remarkable,  that  he  produced 
no  perfon  in  court  to  whom  he  had  complained 
of  the  robbery  ;  he  had  applied  to  no  magiftrate, 
nor  had  he  even  entertained  an  idea  of  commen- 
cing a  criminal  profecution,  till,  as  himfelf 
confefled,  he  had  been  advifed  to  it.  Contrary 
however  to  the  expedation  of  every  Lawyer  in 
court,  the  judge  who  tried  xne,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  jury  fhould  find  me  guilty  of  a  felonious 
intention. 

After  fuch  a  charge  delivered  by  the  Judge, 
it  cannot  excite  much  furprife,  that  I  was  found 
guilty,  and  that  I  was  fentenccd  to  feven  years 
tranfportation. 

Notvi^ithftanding  this  had  been  the  opinion  of 
the  Judge^  and  the  determination  of  the  Jury^, 
it  weighed  very  little  with  thofe  who  knew  me, 
and  who  exerted  themfelves   to   extricate  me . 
from  my  difficulties. 

I  was  of  courfe  committed  to  the  charge  of 
the  keeper  of  Newgate,  by  whom  I  was  lodged 
in  the  ftate  apartment^  of  that  prifon.  Here  I 
|fiad  a  room  to  myfelf;  and  having  much  fpare 

time. 
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time,  I  invented  a  faddle  and  accoutrement  for 
cavalry,  which  faddle  I  find  recently  adopted 
in  the  Britifh  army,  with  little  alteration. 

My  model  I  fent  to  his  Majefty  Frederic 
William  of  Prulfia,  who  had  then  juft  fucceeded 
the  immortal  Frederic  the  Great,  accompanied 
by  a  letter,  of  which  atranflation  is  here  annex- 
ed, and  which,  at  that  time,  appeared  in  moft  of 
the  periodical  prints,  in  French  and  Englifti. 

(TRANSLATION.) 
(The  original  being  wrote  in  French,) 

*'To  THE  KING.  Potsdam. 

«« SIRE, 

"  When  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
prefented  to  your  Majefty,  on  my  return  from 
the  invafion  of  the  Crimea,  the  gracious  recep- 
tion which  I  met  with,  and  the  ftrong  proof 
which  your  Majefty  deigned  to  give  me,  (in  a* 
moment  of  difgrace,)  of  your  uncommon  gene- 
rofity  and  condefcenfion,  rivetted  thofe  chains, 
by  which,  as  a  man  devoted  to  the  profeflion  of 
war,  I  was  already  attached  to  your  perfon. 

•  See  Page  69. 

F  4  ''  Such 
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"  Such,  Sire,  is  my  paflion  for  martial  afFairi, 
and  fuch  my  veneration  for  the  Pruflian  arms, 
that  even  in  difgrace  and  bondage,  while  afflic- 
tions are  dealt  to  me  with  more  than  common 
liberality,  ftill  my  whole  foul  is  occupied  by  the 
glorious  fcenes  I  h^vc  feen,  and  ftill  my  diftradl* 
cd  imagination  holds  to  my  view  your  Majefty'i 
godlike  troops. 

"  Your  cavalry,  the  fineft  in  the  world,  I 
have  often  gazed  on  with  rapture,  and  the  par- 
ticular attention  which  I  payed  to  their  accou- 
trements, occafioned  me  to  make  fome  remarks^ 
which  I  now  beg  leave,  with  the  moft  refpedlfui 
fubmiffion,  to  lay  before  your  Majefty,  along 
with  an  accoutrement  for  light-horfc,  an  in- 
vention of  my  own,  an^  which  I  had  prepared 
to  lay  in  perfon  at  your  Majefty's  feet,  when  I 
was  prevented  by  the  difgrace  and  deftrudlion, 
into  which  I  was  plunged,  by  unbounded  extra- 
vagance, and  ungoverned  paffions.  Unable  to 
adorn  my  tale,  I  will  without  further  apology, 
proceed  in  the  plain  language  of  a  foldier,  to 
point  out  the  difadvantages  which  your  Majef- 
ty*s,  and  ii  deed  all  the  cavalry  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  labour  under  by  the  prefent 
mode  of  faddling. 

"  It  is  an  eftablifhed  cuftom  in  your  Maje- 
fty's  cavalry  to  place  the  faddle  on  the  ftioul- 
'  '  .  '  der 
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dcr  of  the  horfe,  by  which  means  he  is  confined 
in  his  movement,  travels  with  great  inconve- 
nience to  himfelf,  is  foon  fatigued^  is  fubje<ft  to 
have  fiftulas  from  the  continual  motion  of  his 
flioulders  under  the  faddle  5  and^  when  he  be- 
comes fatigued,  having  the  weight  of  his  rider 
fo  much  forwards,  is  fubjedl  to  Humble.  Was 
the  faddle  placed  in  fuch  manner  as  to  expofc 
entirely  to  view  the  Ihoulder,  it  would  add 
grace  to  the  appearance,  give  eafe  to  the  horfr, 
render  him  more  adlivc,  lefs  fubjecft  to  an  ulce- 
rated back,  lefs  apt  to  ftumble,  and  wheA  he 
did  ftumble,  would  be  eafily  recovered  by  his 
rider,  who,  being  feated  about  the  middle  of  his 
horfe's  back,  would  fit  firm,  and  have  great 
command. 

*^  My  prefent  fituation  renders  it  impradli- 
cable  for  rtie  to  convey  my  accoutrement  for 
light-horfe  to  your  Majefty  by  any  other  means 
than  that  of  your  Majefty's  Minifterat  London. 
To  enter  into  a  defcription  of  this  accoutre- 
ment would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter.  My 
earneft  prayer  is,  that  your  Majefl^y  would  fuffer 
it  to  be  laid  before  you,  when  I  hope  its  ap- 
pearance will  fay  more  in  its  favour  than  I  could 
fay  in  a  volume.  I  will,  however,  fo  far  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  well  calculated  for  parade,  for 
eafe,  for  fervice,  and  to  encourage  the  men  to 
clpfe  to  the  enemy,  the  only  means  by  which 

cavalry 
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cavalry  can  be  redoubtable  or  fuccefsful.  Should 
it  meet  with  your  Majefty's  approbation,  and 
fhould  it  be  found  to  poffefs  the  qualities  whicli 
I  have  attempted  to  defcribe,  I  fhall  eftecm 
myfelf  the  mod  fortunate  man  on  earth. 

"  The  hour  in  which  I  muft  be  liberatcd,though, 
alas !  'tis  too  diftant^  neverthelefs  advances ;  and 
as  it  approaches,  I  tremble  for  the  difficulties 
which  I  (hall  have  to  encounter:  that  averfion 
which  mankind  in  general  have  for  the  unfor- 
tunate, will  throw  unfurmountable  difficulties  in 
tny  way,  unlefs  your  Majefty,  as  confpicuous  for 
compaffion  as  for  military  talent,  will  fufFcr  me 
to  ftand  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  with  your 
grenadiers ;  there  I  may  find  an  opportunity  of 
perifhing  as  I  ought ;  further  I  do  not  expcft. 
I  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  confidence,  of 
couife,  to  command;  and  only  feek  fuch  a  grave, 
as  (in  fpite  of  my  prefent  difgrace)  the  hard  fcr- 
vicc  which  I  have  feen,  and  the  dangers  which  I 
have  braved,  give  me  fome  title  to  demand. 

"  If  it  is  a  fad.  Sire,  that  men  of  courage  arc 
ever  pofleflcd  of  the  moft  tender  feelings,  I  can 
no  where  look  for  compaffion,  for  pity,  or  par- 
don, with  fuch  hopes  of  fuccefs,  as  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, and  your  gallant  army  !  Have  mercy  on 
me.  Sire,  and  command  your  brave  General  de 
MollendorfF  to  announce  to  me,  that  you  will 
fuffer  me  to  carry  arms  with  your  Majefty's 

grenadiers. 
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grenadiers,  I  (hall  be  happy  !  will  wait  the 
hour  of  my  enlargement  with  rcfigiiation,  and^ 
when  it  comes,  fly  to  your  ftandard, 

**  With  anxious  impatience  I  attend  the  fen- 
tence  which  your  Majefly  will  pronounce.  On 
it  depends  my  fate ! 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sire,  with  all  that 
enthufiafm  which  fo  great  a  Captain  as  your  Ma^ 
jefty  can  infpire  in  the  foul  of  a  foldier, 

**  Your  Majesty^s 

"  Moft  humble, 
Sept.  1790* 

*'  Faithful  and  devoted  fervant.** 

I  remained  a  prifoner  in  the  (late  apartments 
of  Newgate  a  coniiderable  while.      I  was  then 
fent  to   Woolwich,  where,  after  fome  time,  I 
received  his  Majefty's  pardon,  on  condition  of 
going,  abroad. 

The  encouragement  I  had  formerly  received 
on  the  Continent,  and  the  proredion  that  I  had 
fome  reafon  to  expedl  from  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
inclined  me  to  go  to  Germany ;  but  my  friends 
advifed  me  rather  to  go  to  France,  then  at  peace 
with,  and  receiving  fupplies  of  every  thing  from 
England.  They  very  properly  fupported  their 
arguments  by  truths  which   I  could  not  deny ; 

that 
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that  the  bare  pay  was  too  fmall  for  my  tarn  of 
mind,  ^nd  that  France  then  deprived  of  her  btft 
officers  wanted  men  of  tried  fkilland  experience, 
and  therefore  held  out  a  fairer  profpedl  to  me,  I 
yielded  to  thefe  rcafons  and  went  to  France, 
where  I  remained  fome  time  an  inadlive  fpecfla* 
tor^  till  want  of  fubfiflcncc  forced  me  to  apply 
to  the  Committee  of  War  for  employment.  But 
already  difgufted  by  their  villainous  proceedings^ 
I  declined  accepting  any  fituation,  though  my 
advice  was  frequently  taken  reQje^ting  the  new 
corps  they  were  forming.  Curious  however  to 
fee  the  event  of  the  King's  trial,  I  determined 
to  remain  on  the  fpot  until  that  was  over,  and 
was  accordingly  obliged  to  conceal  my  fcnti- 
rocnts* 

I  had  now  formed  a  Arid:  intimacy  with 
General  Bcruyer,  Commandant  of  the  interior, 
a  fituation  often  miflaken  for  that  of  Comman^ 
dant  of  Paris,  whereas  in  truth  they  are  very 
different:  the  General  has  the  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  interior,  but  the  Commandant 
of  Paris  has  only  the  command  of  the  national 
guard  in  that  city ;  the  former,  Beruyer,  was  an 
old  and  excellent  foldier ;  the  latter,  Santerre, 
was  a  brewer.  With  Beruyer  I  went  upon  all 
his  little  excurfions.  I  was  likewife  very  inti- 
mate with  Pache,  the  minifter  of  war,  Pcthion^ 

Roland 
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Roland,  and  feveral  others  of  the  then  leaders  of 
France,  moft  of  whom  have  fince  been  guillo- 
tined. 

During  my  abode  in  Paris,  I  was  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  many  fliocking  maflacres,  and  I  cannot 
help  wondering  at  my  own  efcapes;  for  at  a 
time  when  liveries -were  forbidden  to  all  but  the 
foreign  minifters,  and  brilliant  equipages  wholly 
out  of  ufe,  I  had  both  of  the  moft  fplendid 
kind,  and  was  generally  called  an  arijlocrate,  a  re- 
proach I  did  not  take  much  pains  to  contradid. 

The  time  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Louis  now  drew  near,  and  vaft  preparations 
were  made  for  that  purpofe.  During  this  time 
the  violence  of  the  Jacobin  party  daily  increafed, 
though  it  had  not  then  reached  its  height  of 
wanton  and  indifcriminate  murder. 

When  the  day  arrived  for  the  King  to  appear 

before  the  Convention,    I,  wixh  Mr.   Maxwell, 

went  in  the  fuite  of  Beruyer,  to  fetch  him;  the 

whole  way  was  lined  with  troops,  arid  the  con- 

courfe  of  people  was  immenfe.     The  unhappy 

monarch  was  found  drelTed  in  a  morning  coat 

of  grey  Bath  coating,  a  waiftcoat,  and,  I  think, 

breeches  of  the  fame;  his  hair  rolled  up,  and  his 

beard  long,   not  expe(5ting,   as  we  imagined,   a 

vifit  of  that  kind.* 

A  Angular 

*  Clery  fays  that  the Kingi^^yireceivcdprivatc  intelligence, 
«|i4  defcribes  the  means  by  which  futh  intelligence  was  ob- 

uined. 
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A  lingular  delay  happened,  and  for  a  time  re* 
tarded  the  proceflion.  The  *  decree  of  the  Con-. 
vention,  ordering  the  King  to  be  brought  before 
them,  had  been  forgotten ;  a  mcflcnger  was  there- 
fore difpatched  for  it,  and  on  his  return  it  was 
read  to  his  Majefty,  who  bowed  and  complied. 
Though  there  had  elapfed  fufficient  time  from 
the  hour  of  Chambon's  arrival  at  the  Temple 
for  him  to* have  changed  his  cloaths,  he  went 
dreffed  as  I  have  juft  defcribed. 

From  the  King's  wavering  condudt,  in  his 
attempt  to  efcape  from  the  country,  and  on 
other  occafions,  I  had  formed  the  idea  of  his 
being  a  very  weak  and  irrefolute  charafter  ;  but 
I  was  far  miflaken,  for  his  examination  con- 
vinced me,  that  he  wanted  neither  courage  nor 
talents,  and  indeed  from  that  day  I  became  de- 
voted to  him. 

With  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  he 
anfwercd  interrogatories,  which  he  could  not 
pofTibly   forefee,  and  while  his  whole  condudt 

tained.     But  at  that  time  this  cjrcumftance  was  unknown  to 
any  except  thofe  immediately  concerned* 

*  Clery  mentions,  that  though  Chambon,  Maire  of  Paris, 
was  announced  before  eleven  o'clock,  as  being  with  the  coun- 
cil below,  and  coming  up  immediately  to  fpeak  with  the  King, 
he  did  not  appear  before  one ;  as  the  caufe  of  this  delay  was 
only  whifpered  among  the  general  ftaff,  it  could  not  well  come 
to  Mr.  Clery  *$  knowledge, 

evinced 
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evinced  firmntrfs  of  mind,  his  anfwers  (hewed 
that  he  pofleffed  a  clear  underftanding,  far  above 
the  ftandard  of  mediocrity. 

When  the  King  arrived  at  the  hall  of  the 
Convention,  he  alighted  from  his  carriage,  and 
the  general-officers  quitted  their  horfes.  San- 
terre  and  the  municipal  officers  led  the  van ; 
(;he  King  walked  next,  clofe  followed  by  Be- 
ruyer.  They  paffed  along  the  Corriilor  till  they 
came  oppofite  a  fmall  chamber,  into  which 
Santerrc  informed  the  King  he  muft  go,  while 
his  arrival  was  announced  to  the  Convention. 

The  King  then  addreffing  himfclf  to  Beruyer, 
who  always  treated  him  politely,  defire,d  to 
have  fome  refrelhment ;  on  which  the  General 
told  him  he  might  have  bread  and  wine,  and  he 
immediately  fent  for  a  bottle  of  the  beft  claret, 
**  vin  de  la  fete.*' 

His  Majefty  had  drank  a  goblet  of  wine, 
eaten  a  morfel  of  bread,  and  was  filling  his  glafs 
again,  when  Santerre  Entered  the  room,  faying, 
"  Ij>uis  Capet !  la  Convention  Naiionale  vous  de- 
mande  a  fa  harreJ**  To  this  rude  addrefs  the 
King  replied  with  a  bow,  and  inftantly  obeyed. 

The  firm  condud  of  this  unfortunate  mo- 
narch I  have  already  remarked :  it  was  fuch  as 
difarmed  many  of  his  enemies ;  and  every  friend 
to  humanity  entertained  hopes  of  the  moft  fa- 
vourable kind.     The  examination  ended,  the 

King 
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King  returned  with  the  fame  guards.  The 
whole  was,  however,  thrown  into  confufion,  by 
fome  battalions  refufing  to  let  Santerre,  (who 
had  been  delayed  at  the  hall  of  the  Convention^) 
pafs  them,  in  order  to  get  into  his  proper 
place,  next  to  the  King's  carriage.  Santerre 
rode  very  badly;  and  the  guards,  who  wera 
without  difcipline,  were  afraid  of  his  horfc, 
they  therefore,  after  great  diforder,  obliged  him 
to  difmount,  and,  with  much  ado,  permitted 
him  to  force  his  way  through  the  mob,  leading 
his  charger. 

The  confufion  ftill  continuing,  he  no  fooner 
got  near  the  carriage  of  the  King,  than,  with  a 
fquadron  of  the  regiment  of  the  Dragons  de  la 
Republiqiie^  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,  he  rode 
off  with  his  royal  prifoner,  leaving  the  guards 
to  follow  as  they  could.  This,  procured  him  a 
public  reprimand,  as  it  was  al lodged  that  he 
might,  for  want  of  ftrength,  have  had  his  charge 
taken  from  him  by  fuperior  force. 

The  King  was  left  fome  time  before  he  was 
brought  up  to  make  his  defence,  of  which  he  had 
regular  notice:  counfcllors  were  alfo  allowed 
accefs  to  him,  and  he  chofe  Maljherbes  and 
^roncbet  to  defend  Him;  De  Seze'w^^  afterwards 
added.  Target  had  been  applied  to,  but  infa« 
moufly  refufed. 

On  the   26th  of   December  the  King  was 

again 
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again  brought  to  the  Convention,  with  the  fame 
ceremony  as  before ;  but  as  he  was  apprifed  of 
it,  he  appeared  drefled,  though  very  plainly. 
About  ten  in  the  morning  he  left  his  prifon.  I 
had,  however,  feparated  from  General  Beruyer, 
in  order  to  introduce  the  Princefs  Alexandre 
Luboumeriky  and  Mr.  Ellis,  an  Englifh  gen^ 
tlenian,  into  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  which 
was  at  that  time  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty. 
When  I  had  placed  them,  I  took,  together  with 
Mr.  Maxwell  and  two  fervants,  the  (horteft  cut 
acrofs  the  city  to  join  the  line  of  march ;  but 
coming  to  a  ftreet  that  opened  into  the  Boule- 
vards, we  were  flopped  by  a  cannon  and  a  fe- 
male cannonier,  who  guarded  the  pafs.  As  I 
Jknew  it  was  to  little  purpofe  to  argue  with  a 
poiffarde,  I  turned  my  horfe,  and  pafled  through 
another  ftreet.  Having  gained  the  rear  of  thofe 
who  lined  the  road,  I  made  up  to  the  Com- 
mander, and  defired  leave  to  pafs  his  line  when 
the  head  of  the  march  (hould  reach  him  :  he  in- 
ftantly  confented ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  and 
to  cool  our  horfes,  we  walked  them  about  in 
the  rear.  Here  I  was  accofted  by  a  patrol, 
who  alked  me  who  I  was?  I  told  him,  an 
Engliftiman,  waiting  to  join  the  General 
Staff,  with  whom  I  had  permiflion  tq  ride,  but 
had  been  left  behind.  He  anfwered,  "  You  arc 
not,  you  are  a  Ci-devant  ;**  and  point]|ng  a  muf- 
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ket  at  me,  wc  were  inftantly  furroundcd  by  a* 

crowd  of  pikes,  and  a  general  outcry  of  "  Ce 

Jont  des  ci--devants.**  '    ' ' 

All  we  could  fay  availed  nothing;  we  were 
carried  before  the  Commilfaries  of  the  fedlion  of 
the  Temple ;  but  not  being  able  to  fatisfy  them^ 
1  was  obliged  to  write  to  Beruyer  in  their  pre« 
fence,  who  no  fooner  received  my  note  than  he 
came,  with  his  whole  General  Staff,  and  deli- 
vered us. 

A  very  pacific  perfon,  not  yet  mentioned,  who 
was  impelled  by  curiolity  alone,  was  involved, 
in  this  adventure,  which,  as  Beruyer  obferved, 
made  him  haften  to  my  afliftance,  leaft,  by  the 
fmalleft  delay,  he  might  have  met  my  head  on 
a  pike.  This  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Newcomb^ 
the  Boot-maker,  mounted  on  my  bejl  charger,  which, 
at  his  own  requeft,  I  had  lent  him,  that  he 
might  follow  me  to  fee  the  proceffion  of  the 
unhappy  monarch  to  that  tribunal  which  even- 
tually deprived  him  of  life. 

In  his  way  to  his  former  attendance  the  King 
had  received  fome,  though  not  much  infult,  yet 
enough  to  difgrace,  before  all  mankind,  the  un- 
feeling wretches  who  could  be  bafe  enough  to  ule. 
it;  but  now  a  gang  of  fervants  belonging  to  that 
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Orleans,  together  with  a  hireling  crew  devo- 
ted to  him,  uttered  fuch  ftiocking  abufe,  fuch 

inhuman 
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inhumah  taunts,  as  could  not  fail  oF  exciting 
horror  in  any  bofom  not  callous  to  every  fenfe 
of  rftercy  and  decency. 

So  much  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
King's  trial  and  defence,  that  I  fhall  be  fi- 
lent  upoii  it,  fartlier  than  that  I  was  individu- 
ally prefcnt.  I  Ihall  therefore  proceed  to  the 
time  of  his  execution,  wiftiing  only  to  lay  be* 
fore  my  readers  particulars  that  are  not  gene- 
rally known. 


CHAP.     IX. 

IThe  X^onvention  orders  i^haf  the  ^eirec pYoltuficing  the 
King*s  death  Jbould  he  made  known  to  him  within 
twenty 'Jour  hours. — His  counjellors  refufed  admif-- 
fion  tOr  him. — His  fentence  announced  to  him. — 
Proceedings  the  evening  previous  to  his  executions 
— The  author  attends  at  the  Tempk  with  Ge?ieral 
Bernyer.''^Santerre*s  brutal  behaviour  at  theTem^ 
pie  the  morning  of  the  King's  death. — The  ^een 
€ind  Royal  Family  refufed  to  fee  the  King^  by  the 
Commiffaries,  with  an  explanation  of  the  reafon. — 
Santerre^ s  fpeech  to  his  Majejly  when  be  came  to 
fetch  him^  not  related  by  Clery.—More  brutality 
of  Santerre^^-^A  man  murdered  for  pitying  the 
G  a  King, 
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King. — Preparations  at  the  place  of  jexecution.-"^ 
The  King*s  behaviour ^  and  the  involuntary  re/pefit 
paid  to  him. — New  in/ults  of  Santerre.-^Tbe 
King*s  death  and  kuriaL 

It  had  been  decreed  by  the  Convention,  on  Sa- 
turday January  19th,  1793,  that  the  eixecutiv^ 
body  (hould,  within  twenty-four  hours,  announce 
the  King's  fate  to  hirn.  This,  however,  was  not 
done  till  the  lateft  hour  of  the  time  limited^ 
though  the  Municipality  did  not  negled  to  take 
an  account  of  the  few  trifles  then  remaining  in 
the  pofleflion  of  a  once  great  fovereign,  even 
before  the  decrpe  was  paffed. 

For  many  dayi  the  fufFeringf  of  the  iinfortu* 
jiate  Louis  had  been  wantonly  aggravated  by  a 
feries  of  unncce^ary  and  unprovoked  cruelties ; 
the  Queen,  his  children,  and  (ifter  had  been  in- 
humanly torn  from  him;  but  now  even  his 
counfellor,  the  venerable  Malt(herbes,  was  rc- 
fufed  admiflion. 

On  Sunday  the  20th  of  January  the  decree  of 
the  Convention  was  brought  to  the  K^ng*  with 
equal  formality  and  rudenefs:  it  was  bluntly 
announced  by  Garat,  Miniftcr  of  Juftice,  and 
read  by  Grouvelle^  Secretary  to  the  Council^ 
who,  I  have  been  aflured  by  thofe  prefent,  feem-- 
cd  more  terrified  at  i:*  contents  than  the  royal 
fufFerer. 

The 


MAJOR    &EMPLE     LISLE,  85 

Th€  King  had  prepared  a  paper,  which  he 
deliveried  to  Garat,  defiring  three  days  delay  in 
the  execution  of  the  fentence,  that  'he  might 
prepare  himfelf  for  the  awful  fcene  he  was  to 
undergo ;  he  alfo  requcfted  to  have  a  catholic 
clergyman,  of  his  own  chufing;  to  be  freed 
from  inceflant  infpetlion,  and  to  fee  his  family 
without  witnefles.  He  added  an  earneft  en- 
treaty for  permidion  to  his  family  to  go  where- 
ever  they  would;  and  that  the  nation  would 
confider  the  cafes  of  fome  diftrefled  perfons, 
chiefly  old  people,  widows,  and  children,  for- 
merly fupported  by  his  bounty, 

The  fame  evening^  about  fix,  the  Convention 
returned  an  anf\rer  1:0  this  requeft  of  the  King, 
purporting  that  he  Ihould  fend  for  ^ny  clergy- 
man he  pleafed ;  that  he  fhoul(i  fee  his  family 
freely,  and  without  witnefs  5  that  tfiey  ihould  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  -that  the  creditors  of 
his  houfehold  fhould  be  indemnified ;  but  the 
delay  of  three  days  was  poflitively  refufpd. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  evening  druips  went 
through  the  feveral  diftricSbs,  with  the  Sedtional 
Commiflaries,  who  publicly  read  a  proclama- 
tion ordering  all  windows  to  be  Ihut  next  dayi 
that  no  women  or  children  ihould  be  feen  in  the 
Greets ;  aod  that  the  men  fhould  repair  to  their 
rcfpedlive  fediops :  they  alfo  vifited  hotels 
vherc  ftrapger§  took  up  their  rcfidcnce,  order- 
G  3  ing 
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ing  them  either  to  march  with  the  fedlion^  or 
to  remain  at  home;  queftioning  them  at  the 
fame  time  concerning  their  fituation,  employ- 
ment, and  bufinefs  in  town.  Among  others 
they  came  to  me,  when  I  told  them,  that  I  had 
obtained  General  Beruycr's  leave  for  myfelf  and 
Mr.  Maxwell  to  march  with  his  Staff;  and  that 
I  was  to  hold  myfelf  in  readinefs  at  his  quarterg 
at  four  next  morning. 

I  attended  as  was  appointed,  and  rode  witH 
the  General  to  the  Temple.  During  our  march 
he  feveral  times  obferved  to  me,  that  he  was 
furprifed  at  my  curiofity ;  that,  for  his  own  partj- 
were  he  not  apprehenfive  that  his  declining  ta 
attend,  (though  no  part  of  his  duty,)  would  en- 
danger his  own  head,  he  could  not  have  beea 
induced  to  be  witnefs  of  fo  awful  a  fcene.  I 
repeat  this  in  refpedl  to  the  memory  of  the 
amiable  Beruyer,  who  fince  paid  his  life  as  the 
price  of  his  unfhaken  loyalty  ;  and  who,  though 
forced  to  difguife  his  thoughts,  was  ever  in  his 
heart  the  devoted  advocate  of  the  King.  When 
I  add  that  he  had  a  wife  and  fix  children,  and 
no  fortune,  his  difguife  will  be  thought  very 
excufeable. 

Though  I  had  hitherto  avpided  going  into 
the  prifon  of  the  Temple,  I  now  went  with 
Beruyer  and  his  Staff  into  the  apartment  where 
the  Committee  of  the  Commune  was  fitting.     In 

a  little 
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a  little  trme  the  Municipal  Officer  then  on  du- 
ty with  .the  King  entered,  with  a  requeft  from 
his  Majefty  that  he  might  hav,e  a  pair  of  fciflars 
allowed  him. to  cut  his  hair,  as  he  expeded 
every  moment  to  be  led  forth.  No  oppofition 
was  made  by  any  of  the  Council,  only  one  mem- 
ber alked  the  officer  who  brought  the  meffage,  if 
he  thought  thd  King  might  fafely  be  trufted 
with  them  ?  On  his  anfwering  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  man  to 
be  more  calm  or  colledted,  the  voice  of  every 
member  concurred  without  hefitation  in  grant- 
ing-this  requeft. 

Santerre,  however,  who,  with  his  Staff,  was 
prefent,  but  had  no  fort  of  concern  or  authori- 
ty in  the  affairs  of  the  council,  as  foon  as  he 
he^rd  the  permiffian  granted,  brutally  exclaim- 
jed,  **  I  oppofe  that !  he  wants  to  cut  his  hair 
^  to  give  it  to  his  confeflTor,  to  be  handed  about : 
**  I  will  not  have  a  relic  of  the  tyrant  left.'* 
The  Committee,  over-awed  by  the  opinion  of 
the  General,  adopted  his  decilion;  and  the 
Commiflary,  laying  down  the  fpiffars,  returned 
to  his  duty. 

Some  time  after  a  Commiffary  came  down  to 
the  Council  with  a  nrieflage  from  the  Queen, 
purporting,  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  that  the 
V^omen  wanted  to  fee  Louis  Capet i  The  decree  of 
the  Convention,  allowing  the  JCing  to  fee  his 
G  4  family 
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family  zvbsat  he  plea/ed,  was  then  read ;  but  being; 
found  not  to  enjoin  that  they  might  fee  him  when 
ihey  ptea/ed,  the  Council  paffcd  to  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  Prefident,  as  foon  as  this  was 
fettled,  probably  willing  in  compaflion  to  evade 
the  decree^  aiked  if  the  king  had  expreffed  any 
defire  to  fee  them ;  the  officer  faid  be  bad  not^ 
(a  circu m ft ance  confirmed  by  Clery,)  and  there 
the  bufinefs  ended. 

About  half.paft  eight  Santerre  went  up  fl'airs 
to  bring  his  Majefty  down;  he  was  attended  by 
feveral  municipal  officers  and  foldiers,  fomc  of 
whom  entered  the  King's  apartment,  while 
others  took  their  pofts  upon  the  ftairs.  I  fol- 
lowed them,  and  went  fo  far  that  I  could^ 
through  the  legs  of  thofe  that  were  at  the  door^ 
fee  all  that  pafled  between  Santerre  and  the 
royal  prifoner. 

His  Majefty  appeared  as  if  coming  out  of  an 
inner  apartment,  with  two  perfons  behind  him, 
whom  I  was  told  were  his  confeffor  and  Clery, 
Santerre  immediately  addrefled  him  to  this  ef- 
fecft:  *"  Louis  Capet,  I  am  come  by  order,  of 
"  the  National  Convention  to  take  you  to  the 
*'  Place  de  la  Revolution^  formerly  Flace  de  Louis 

*  Clery  fays  nothing  of  this  addrefs  ;  but  the  anguifh  and 
confufion  of  that  faithful  and  affedlionate  fervant  might  well 
prevent  him  from  attending  to  the  difcourfe  of  thofe  from 
whom  he  had  nothing  but  barbarity. 

"  ^inze. 
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''  ^inze,  there  to  deliver  you  into  the  hands  of 
^*  high  jufiice.^*  I  did  not  hear  his  Majefty 
fay  a  word. 

Before  Santerre  went  up  to  bring  down  the 
King,  he  had  propofed  to  the  Council  of  the 
Commune,  to  tie  him  ;  but  this  was  rejefted,  and 
one  of  them  exclaimed,  ^*  Why  fhould  we  tie 
?*  him,  are  we  not  all  his  enemies.- ■  Santerre 
vexed  at  having  his  cruelty  thus  difappointed, 
told  them^  that  fince  they  had  refufed  to  tie  him, 
inftead  of  two  Commiffaries,  he  fhould  put  two 
gens  d*  artnes^  in  the  coach  with  him. 

Before  his  Majefty  reached  the  carriage,  he 
bad  to  pafs  through  the  garden  of  the  Temple, 
and  along  a  narrow  paflage,  at  the  end  of  which 
Chambon's  (habby  old  coach  was  waiting  for 
him.  On  reaching  this  he  looked  round,  as  for 
fome  one  to  give  him  a  hand  to  help  him  in; 
but  no  one  came  near,  and  the  infulted,  fallen 
monarch,  was  forced  to  get  in  without  aflift* 
ance. 

Santerre  performed  his  promife;  for  he  put 
two  gens  d'  armes  into  the  coach,  while  the  Com- 
miffaries, whofeduty  it  was  to  guard  the  King, 
were  obliged  to  follow  on  foot  as  well  as  they 
could ;  this  was  however  only  the  prelude  to 
ihofe  fcenes  of  anarchy  when  no  fafety  was  to  be 
found,  and  when  nothing  was  more  ufual  than 

for 
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for  the  tyrant  of  ycfterday,  to  become  the  vie* 
tim  of  to-day. 

The  proccflion  went  on  very  flowly,  with: 
little  infultj  yet  there  were  not  wanting,  fbme 
whom  this  awful  fcene  could  not  fofcen  into 
decency,  a  decency  due  to  the  feelings  of  even 
the  worft  of  criminals.  In  the  principal  ftrcets^ 
through  which  the  fad  proceflion  was  to  pals^ 
not  a  window  was  open,  and  fome  perfons  who 
imprudently  looked  out  at  windows  in  the  bye 
ftreets,  were  inftantly  fired  at. 

After  we  had  proceeded  fome  diftancc,  a 
ihocking  aft'air  took  place,  wjiich  muft  have  fil- 
led with  horror  any  heart,  not  loft  to  humanity* 
A  man  as  the  King  pafled,  exclaimed  •*  ^uel 
trifle  cbangement  /"  *'  what  a  fad  change  !*'  He 
had  no  fooner  uttered  the  words,  than  he  was 
literally  torn  to  pieces,  and  parts  of  his  mang* 
led  body  held  upon  pikes  before  the  carriage, 
to  (hew  the  unhappy  Louis,  the  end  of  what 
they  arrogantly  called  the  lajl  of  his  friends. 

The  *  proceflion  met  with  no  more  interrupt 
ttion,till  we  arrived  at  the  place,  de  la  Revolution^ 

*  The  ftrccts  were  compleatly  lined  with  foldiers,  cannon 
were  placed  at  every  avenue,  leading  into  the  line  of  march, 
field  pieces  and  heavy  artillery  were  likewife  drawn  in  the 
proceflion,  both  before  and  behind  the  carriage,  and  the  guards, 
\vho  led  and  clofed  the  whole.  Were  immenfely  numerous. 

the 
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jhc  deftiped.  theatre  of  regicide.  Here  the  fatal 
.  machine  was  eredted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
illuftrioufi  fufferer,  could;  from  the  fcaffbld  feo 
at  one  view^  the  once  pleaflng  palace  of  the 
Tuillei-ies,  and  the  pedeft^  aad  fragrnents  of 
.  his  predeceffor's  ft^tue. 

The  guillotine  was  furrounded  by  troops,  of 
which  the  Marfeillois  held  the  moft  confpicuoua 
fituation,  as  it  was  between  them  and  the  fcaf- 
fold  that  the  King  muft  pafe,  A  place  on  the 
right  was  kept  open  for  the  General  Staff,  and 
|he  cannon  filed  round  into  the  front  of  the  ma-» 
chine,  where  they  were  kept  primed,  with  mat- 
ches lighted,  and  one  in  particular  was  pointed 
at  the  place  of  death,  with  orders  on  the  fmallcft 
cry  for  mercy  from  the  people,  to  fire  ^nd  put 
at  once  an  end  to  all  hopes. 

When  the  carriage  drew  up  oppofite  the 
ladder  of  the  fcaffold^  M.  de  Frimont  the 
King's  confcflbr  alighted,  and  his  Majefty  was 
likewife  preparing  to  do  fo,  but  was  flopped  as 
foon  as  he  put  his  head  out  of  the  door  by  San-r 
terre,  who  imperioufly  bade  him  go  back  ;  thl^ 
order  was  inftantly  obeyed,  and  the  King  being 
heavy,  Ihook  the  coach  vvhen  he  fate  down; 
hence  arofe  the  report  that  he  had  fainted  on 
feeing  the  machine,  than  which  nothing  could[ 
Jpe  mpre  fsjlfe. 

Santerre 
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Santcrrc  then  called  to  fame  of  the  gens* 
d*  armes^  and  ordered  fix  of  them  to  draw  up, 
three  on  each  fide  of  the  way,  from  the  coach 
door  to  the  ladder,  which  was  not  more  than 
two  yards  diltant.  In  this  place,  the  King  who 
had  been  made  to  alight  as  foon  as  thefe  gems 
d"  armes  were  polled,  undreffed  himfclf;  firft 
throwing  off  his  hat,  which  was  inftantly  cut  to 
pieces  and  diftributed  among  thofe  prcfent;  he 
then  threw  off  his  coat,  which  was  treated  in 
the  fame  manner,  nor  did  he  receive  any  afiift^ 
ance,  except  that  fome  perfon  folded  his  ftiirt 
under  the  collar  of  his  waifl:coat,  which  feemed 
to  me  to  be  of  white  cotton  flannel. 

He  then  prepared  to  afcend  the  fcaffold,  but 
was  told  that  his  hands  mud  be  tied;  to  this  he 
quietly  fubmitted,  only  faying  //  was  not  necef^ 
Jary.  Mr.  Frimont  was  going  along  with  him  to 
adminifter  the  lafl:  offices  of  religion,  but  he  was 
torn  away,  and  another  prieft,  a  meer  raggamuf- 
fian  in  appearance,  was  put  in  his  place,  as  a 
parting  infulc  to  the  dying  monarch. 

Whether  he  had  thus  far  attempted  to  fpeak, 
I  cannot  fay;  for  the  drums  and  trumpets, 
.  which  by  the  exprefs  order  of  Santerre,  were 
placed  in  immenfe  number  in  the  front  of  the 
guillotine,  to  ufe  his  language,  "  to  prevent  Louis 
•*  Capet  from  being  beard  Jhould  he  attempt  to  fpeak^'** 

made  . 


MAJOR    S£MPL£     LISLE*  93 

made  fiich  a  noifc  as  rendered  it  impoffible  to 
hear  a  word.  As  foon  as  the  King  came  upon 
the  fcafFoId,  he  looked  at  the  fatal  machine,  and 
then  walked  towards  the  front,  bowing  to  the 
people  as  if  he  meant  to  fpeak.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  drums  and  trumpets  had  been  placed 
for  the  purpofe  of  drowning  his  voice,  no  fooner 
did  his  Majefty  appear  to  be  preparing  to  ad- 
drefs  the  fpedators,  than  the  noife  ceafed  in  an 
inftant,  and  the  moft  profound  and  folemn  fi- 
lence  prevailed.  He  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
inftantly  Santerre  called  to  the  executioner  to 
do  his  duty,  who  going  behind  his  Majefty,  at- 
tempted to  pull  him  away  by  the  arms ;  but 
not  being  able,  his  afliftant  got  before  him,  and 
pufhing  againft  his  breaft,  they  t/ogether  forced 
him  near  to  the  centre  of  the  fcafFold,  in  a  line 
with  the  guillotine,  he  likewife  called  immedi- 
ately to  the  drums  and  trumpets,  who  again 
began  to  make  a  noife. 

The  prieft  now  approached;  but  the  King 
faid  fomething  to  them,  on  which  they  retired 
a  ftep,  and  he  continued  uttering,  probably  a 
prayer,  for  a  few  feconds.  He  then  laid  him- 
felf  voluntarily  on  the  board  of  the  guillotine^ 
which  was  inftantly  put  in  its  place;  the  execu- 
tioner immediately  proceeded  to  tie  him,  and 
his  afliftant  to  fix  the  collar  th?tt  was  to  fecurc 
his  neck*     While  h«  wa§  doing  this  with  one 

hand 
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hand,  and  before  his  mafter  had  done  his  palftj 
he  with  the  other  hand  held  the  firing  that  was 
to  difcharge  the  machine^  and  ere  the  collar  wai 
fattened,  pulled  it,  and  put  a  period  to  the  fuf. 
ferings  of  the  once  great  fovcreign  of  France, 
Tvho  fo  lately,  and  fo  juftly  was  idolized  by  all 
the  people  of  that  nation. 

No  fooner  had  the  guillotine  performed  itt 
dreadful  office,  than  the  executioner  made  a 
pretext  to  prefs  the  knife  down,  as  if  it  had  not 
gone  quite  through  the  neck,  and  that  the  head 
was  taken  off  by  his  hands;  but  this  was  unne« 
ceflary,  as  the  fall  of  the  machine  did  its  duty 
compleatly. 

The  adiftant  caught  up  the  bleeding  head^  as 
foon  as  it  was  fevered  from  the  body,  and  hold* 
ing  it  by  the  hair,  expofed  it  to  view  on  every 
fide  of  the  fcafFold,  crying  out,  "  Five  la  repute 
'*  lique,  le  tiran  n*ejlplus;''  he  then  threw  it  down 
at  his  feet,  and  went  to  aflift  his  mafter  to  put 
the  body  into  a  long  balket,  which  was  already 
jloody  with  the  gore  of  numerous  vidlims.  The 
jruffian  then  again  held  up  the  head  as  before, 
and  after  expofing  it  fome  little  time,  ftanding^ 
ja  few  paces  from  the  bafket,  tofled  it  in  within, 
air  of  difdain. 

Many  now  prefled  round  to  dip  their  hand-* 
kerchiefs  in  the  King's  blood,  and  the  city  re- 
founded  with  fhouts  of  "  vive  la  republique:'**  nay, 

fo 
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fo  eager  Vftrc  fome  for  blood,  that  (I  blufh  to 
relate  it  J  thefon  of  an  eminently  rich  Yorklhire 
clothier  gave  to  a  Marfeillois  fifty  crowns,  to 
ftain  his  handkerchief  in  that  of  the  murdered 
King. 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  was  theit 
taken  to  the  church-yard  of  St.  Magdalen, 
whe*re  it  was  put  into  a  hole  fifteen  feet  deep, 
amidft  a  large  quantity  of  quick-^lime;  a  guard 
was  fetover  it  for  feveral  days,  that  (to  ufe  their 
own  expreffion,)  not  a  r clique  of  royalty  might  be 
left. 


CHAP.   X. 

Santerre  fends  a  letter  to  the  Convention^  announcing 
the  King* 5  deaths  which  the  Prefident  declined 
reading  aloud. — *The  city  overwhelmed  with  for ^ 
row. — "The  author  fends  an  account  of  the  King's 
/  death  to  London.— Refolves  to  leave  France,  and 
receives  a  paflport  for  that  purpofe. — In  danger 
of  being  arrejied  as  a  fpy.- — Makes  his  efcapc 
from  Paris. — Paffes  feveral  garrifon  towns  by  ftra-i. . 
tagem,  and  reaches  Birujfels.r— Difficulty  of  faffing 
the  Cordon,  and  the  method  he  took  to  avoid  Ant* 
'werp,  where  Dumourier  then  was, — Arrives  at 
Hoogftraten. — Stops  for  refrefhment  af  BaaUHer^ 

tog^ 
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tog.^-^Reacbes  Bois  le  Due. — Propofes  an  enter^ 
prize  which  is  approved,  and  occqftons  him  to  g9 
to  the  Hague. — Returns  with  power  to  carry  bis 
plan  into  execution* 

OANTERRE  dlfpatched  one  of  his  Aides^u-^ 
Camp  to  announce  to  the  Convention  the  death 
of  the  King,  as  foon  as  his  head  was  ftruck  ofF; 
he  himfelf  (laid  to  fee  the  body  interred,  and 
then  rode  to  the  hall  of  the  Convention. 

The  letter  he  *had  fent  by  his  Aid-du-Camp 
contained  fo  many  boails  of  his  own  fhocking 
brutalities,  that  the  Prefident  refufed  to  read  it 
aloud,  and  contented  himfelf  by  announcing  the 
event  to  the  Convention.  The  whole  city  feem- 
cd  quite  melancholy :  for  fome  days  hardly  any 
one  was  to  be  feen  in  the  ftreets,  and  the  few 
that  ftirred  out,  wore  evident  marks  of  grief 
and  difmay  in  their  countenances.  On  the  night 
of  the  King's  death  I  went  into  feveral  of  the 
theatres  :  they  were  empty ;  and  I  am  well  con. 
vinced  that  nine-tenths,  not  only  of  the  people 
of  Paris,  but  of  all  France,  at  that  time  were 
ftill  devoted  to  their  fovcreign,  but  they  wanted 
a  leader  and  confidence  in  each  other,  to  enable 
them  to  prevent,  or  to  avenge  his  fall. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  before- mentioned,  who  had 
only  waited  in  Paris  to  fee  M^hether  the  Con* 
vcntion  would  dare  to  put  their  threat  in  exc- 

cution» 


cution,  r^enjgined  wirh  mt  that  night  till  1  wrote 
an  accoviiit  of  the  Ihocking  bufinefs,  with/which 
he  and  his  fon  immediately  fet  off  for  London. 

The  following  evening,  the  theatreil^  ftill  con^^ 
tinuing  empty,  the  traiterous  Orleans  hired  a 
ipob  fo  fill  them>  and  to  give  to  the  place  the 
air  of  chearfulnefs ;  but  all  was  in  vain ;  an 
evident  gloom  overfprcad  the  once  gay  metro- 
polis, nor  was  it  till  feveral  days  had  elapfed 
that  joy  rc-appeared, 

Pifgufted  to  jche  higheft  degree  with  the  ex- 
celTes,  I  daily  witnefled  in  a  country  to  which  I 
had  gone  merely  by  the  advice  of  ihy  friends, 
and  expefting  war  to  be  declared  by  my  own 
fovereign,  I  determined  to  join  the  allies.  I 
therefore  addrelTed  the  Convention,  telling  them 
that  my  cifcumftances  had  induced  me  to  offer 
thenl  my  ferviCes  wheh  they  were  at  peace  with, 
and  receiving  fiiccours  from  rriy  country;  but 
that  as  firmly  devoted  to  Britain  as  Frenchmen 
were  to  France,  and  perceiving  war*  at  the  eve 

*  1  was  to  far  right  in  my  predi6lion>  that  before  I  had  time 
to  leave  Paris,  the  Convention  declared  war,  (to  ufe  their  own 
words,)  **  Non  contre  le  'peuple  Anglais  et  Hollandots^  mais 
•*  contre  Us  tirdns  George  et  le  Stat  louder/'  Neverthelefs, 
they  commenced  by  waging  war  ^gainft  the  people*  for  they 
'  immediately  laid  an  embargo  on  all  Britiih  vefTels,  feized  all 
Britiih  property  in  France,  and  in  every  way  harrafied  and  im- 
prifoned  fuch  of  his  Majcfty's  fubje£^  as  bad  apt  left  tBe 

H  of 
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of  breaking  out,  I  begged  they  would  grant  mc 
a  paflport,  that  I  might  hafte  to  my  port. 

This  requeft  they  complied  with,  and  even 
fecmed  pleafed  with  my  boldnefs.  I  was,  not- 
withftanding,  under  fome  apprehenfion  of  being 
arrcfted  as  foon  as  I  (hould  begin  my  journey, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  depart  unawares.  In 
the  mean  time  I  paid  vifits  to  all  my  friends, 
telling  them  that  I  fhould  leave  France  in  ten 
or  twelve  days. 

The  precautions  I  took  were  not  without 
reafon;  for  the  fame  day,  while  dining  at  the 
houfe  of  a  lady  where  it  was  known  I  paft  all 
my  leifure  moments,  a  perfon  belonging  to  the 
Convention,  whofe  fole  ftudy  has  invariably- 
been  to  do  good,  and  to  whofe  kind  offices  many 
fubjedh  of  all  nations  owe  their  exiftence,  came 
in  difguife,  and  acquainted  me  that  I  was  de- 
nounced to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  as 
a  fpy,  and  as  going  to  join  the  enemy,  by  Max- 
well*, Le  Brun,  and  my  landlord;  and  that  the 

order 

*  This  gentleman,  I  afterwards  learned,  was  the  Dr.  Max- 
well who  had  fled  from  Portland  Road,  on  account  of  fome 
improper  meetings  held  at  his  houfe.  1  firft  met  him  at  Pachc*« 
office.  He  attended  there  for  months,  offering  fome  rifle  bar- 
rels, which  he  brought  from  England,  and  foliciting  the  com- 
ftiand  of  a  company  of  rifle- men.  He  had  been  protedled  by 
Scrvan,  the  former  Minifter  of  War;  but  Servan  having  refa- 
rtved  the  poft  of  General,  Maxwell's  intereft  was  at  an  end;  and 

the 
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order  for  my  arreftation  had  juft  been  iffued^ 
I  talked  of  furrendering  myfelf,  but  he  ftrong- 
ly  difluaded  me,  as  fadlion,  not  juftiee,  then 
prevailed.  As  I  had  for  fome  days  been  pre- 
paring to  fct  off  from  that  lady's  houfe,  I  had 
removed  nearly  all  my  baggage  thither  piece- 
meal ;  and  had  ordered  my  valet,  who  remained 
at  home,  and  on  whofe  fidelity  I  could  depend, 
to  leave  fome  of  my  cloaths,  maps,  armsj  &cc» 
in  confufion,  as  if  I  had,  as  ufual,  gone  out; 
and  to  fay  to  any  one  that  might  enquire  for 
mcj  that  he  could  not  tell  when  I  fhould  come 
"in,  but  that  I  might  certainly  be  found,  as  was 
my  common  practice,  at  eleven  the  next  morn- 
ing. It  was,  howevef,  my  intention  to  have 
fet  out  that  night,  and  to  have  taken  him  with 
me. 

A  groom  whom,  from  not  fufficiently  know- 
ing, I  had  fufpeded  to  be  capable  of  betraying 
me,  I  kept  conftantly  near  me ;  I  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  go  out  of  the  lady's  houfe ;  and  when  her 
fervant  had  prepared  her  cabriole,  with  which  I 
meant  to  efcape,  I  made  him  get  into  it,  and 
then  followed  myfelf.  I  drove  to  St.  Dennis; 
where  I  told  the  Poft-Mafter  that  I  was  going 
upon  military  duty,  defiring  him  to  furnilh  me 

the  firft  Secretary  having  introduced  him  to  me  as  my  coun* 
try  men,  I  recommended  him,  and  hi«  fenrices  were  accepted* 

H  2       ,  with 
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with  horfes,  and  to  take  care  of  mine  until  t 
came  back;  with  which  requeft  he  complied* 
I  then  judged  it  proper  to  explain  myfcU  to  my 
fervant,  who  declared  himfelf  determined  to  (cc 
me  fife  over  the  frontiers,  or  to  die  by  my  fide. 
By  ftratagem  I  pafled  Cambrai  ?.nd  Valen- 
ciennes.    Arriving  at  the  gates,  I  called  loudly 
for  the   officcx   of  the  guard,  a: id  telling  him 
that  I   came  from  Paris  on  L:r;;ent  buiinefs,   I 
demanded,  in  great  fceming  hal'te,  that  he  would 
give  me  one  of  his  guard  to  condud  me  to  the 
Commandant's  houfe ;  and  leaping  out  of  my 
chaife,  directed  my  fervant  to  drive  to  the  poft, 
and  get  frefh  horfes  put  to  the  carriage  immcdi- " 
ately.     By  this  means  I  prevented  interrogation 
at  the  gates ;  and  when  we  came  to  the  Com- 
mandants, who  were  then  men  without  military 
knowledge  or  experience,  I  pretended  to  havq 
been  ordered  to  join  the  army  of  the  North  by 
the  Convention,  and  to  inform  him  that  fome 
troops  of  the  line  were  on  march  to  join  IHi-^ 
mourier,  whom  he  might  expedl  in  his  garrifbn 
in  a  few  days. 

A  plaufible  ftory  was  all  that  was  neceflary;' 
and,  inftead  of  demanding  my  pafs,  I  was  only 
allied  queftions  about  the  death  of  the  King 
while  the  horfes  were  preparing. 

Thus  I  reached  Bruflclls,  where  I  confidered. 
myfelf  as  fafe,  having  fo  many  acquaintances  5 

but 
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tut  the  grcateft  difficulty  Uy  rij.-paffing  the  cor-- 
4{fo«  formed  by  the  army:  I  ther^fdre  applied  to 
Prince  Louis  d'Areinberg,  who  'accompanied 
me  to  the  quarters  of  General  MoV^'ton,  theii 
commanding  at  Bruffells. 

From  Moreton  I  folicited  a  paflport,  •which 
he  readily  gave  me,  but  informed  me  at*^he 
fame  time  that  his  pafs  was  but  of  little  ule/ 
for  that  an  Englifh  General,  to  whom  hehad  given 
one  fome  little'  time  before,  had,  neverthelefs, 
Jbeen  detained  at  Oftend.  Upon  confulting  with 
D'Afemberg  it  was  refolved,  that  I  fhould  pur- 
/Chafe  a  couple  of  horfes,  and  endeavour  to  go 
^ound  Antwerp,  as  Dumourier,  with  a  large 
body  of  his  army,  was  then  there  i  and  I  was 
well  known  tQ  that  General  and- moft  of  his 
.officers. 

I  immediately  purchafed  the  horfes,  and  fet 
...out  in  a  few  hours  from  my  arrival,  contriving 
;to  reach  Antwerp  a  little  after  the  gates  were 
fhut.  This  precaution  was  neceflary,  to  furnifli 
me  a  pretext  for  flopping  in  the  village  j  for 
had  I  arrived  there  before  the  gates  were  lock- 
ed, I  muft  either  have  gone  in,  or  have  made 
myfelf  the  objed  of  fufpicion,  by  remaining  at  a 
paltry  cabaret  when  I  might  have  been  elegantly 
accommodated  in  the  town.  To  have  neached  the 
gates  any  confiderable  time  after  their  being 
ihut  woutd  have  excited  a$  much  fufpicion  a$ 
H3  to 
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•    *••  • 

to  have  flopplEd/in  the  village  while  the  town 

was  open:  'I-\vas  therefore  obliged  to  calculate    . 

very  nicety,  and  to  aflume  the  appearance    of 

havingTjckae  furioufly  to  reach  the  town  in  time. 

I  •Rianaged  this  manoeuvre  fo  fuccefsfuliy  that 

.tji^  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  concluding  that 

;'**t<vas  in  as  great  hafle  as  I  appeared  to  be,  of- 

v../ficioufly  called  to  me  as  I  pafled,  that  I  might 

;./     moderate  my  fpeed,  for  that  I  was   too  late    to 

pafs    the     gates.       1     however    galloped     on, 

with   feeming  anxiety,  to  the  barrier,  which  I 

found  (hut.     This  was  what  I  wanted ;  fo*  with 

apparent   difappointment,    I   returned    to    the 

fuburbs,  and  went  into  the  firft  public-houfc  I 

faw. 

Here  I  ordered  refirediment  for  my  horfes  and 
myfelf,  pretending  that  I  mud  be  ready  to  go 
into  the  town  as  foon  as  I  could  obtain  admif. 
lion;  but  having  during  the  evening  met  with  a 
perfon  who  had  formerly  ferved  me,  and  in 
whom  1  could  place  confidence,  I  opened  my 
mind  to  him,  and  he  confented  to  be  my  guide 
round  the  town.  In  the  dead  of  night  there- 
fore, when  ali  was  quiet,  I  again  mounted  my 
horfe,  and  fet  out,  accompanied  by  my  guide, 
who  conduded  me  fo  well,  that  before  day-light 
Jie  left  me  within  fight  of  my  dired  road. 

As  the  day  approached,  I  confulted  with  my 
fervant,  when  we  determined,  that  if  we  fell  in 

with 
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with  a  ccntinel  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  we 
Ihould  endeavour  to  approach  and  (hoot  him; 
but  if  he  were  a  Garde  Nationale^  (whom  we 
knew  at  that  time  to  be  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  fervice,  and  whom  we  could 
at  once  diftinguifli  from  the  ftriking  difference 
of  the  uniform,)  .that  I  (hould  endeavour  to  get 
the  counterfign  from  him;  fortunately  the  firft 
we  encountered  was  a  Garde  Nat  tonal e.  He 
challenged  me;  I  anfwered  that  I  was  of  the 
General  Staff,  fent  to  vifit  the  polls,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  centinels,  fome  of  whom  had  fuffered 
Auftrian  fpies  to  pafs,  and  were  fuppofed  to 
have  forgot  the  counterfign.  He  replied  that  it 
was  not  him,  and  after  fome  altercation  gave  it 
to  me.  I  thereupon  pretended  great  fatisfaclion, 
and  exprefling  the  uneafinefs  it  would  have  given 
me,  to  have  been  obliged  to  have  ordered  fo 
fine  a  young  man  to  have  been  (hot,  I  rode  on. 
Having  obtained  this,  I  had  no  difficulty  topafe 
another  centinel,  whom  I  foon  afterwards  met, 
and  early  in  the  forenoon,  found  myfelf  in  the 
Dutch  vilhgQ  of  Hoogfiraaten,  which  lies  about 
half-way  between  Antwerp  and  Bois  le  Duc;  hi^ 
ther  I  learnt  the  enemies  parties  frequently  came, 
even  before  the  declaration  of  war. 

My  ftay  in  this  village  was  confequently  vtry 

ftiort;  and  from  thence  I  went  toBa^rlc-Hertog, 

H  4  but 


104  THE     LIFE    or 

but  even  here  I  was  told  I  was  by  no  mpains 
fafe.  However  both  my  horfes  and  myfclf  being 
much  fatigued,  1  went  to  fleep  in  a  jpart  whcr^* 
I  thought  I  fhould  not  be  readily  found:  my 
horfes  were  likewife  difpofed  of  fo  as  not  to  be 
eafily  come  at,  and  I  had  direded  my  fervant, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  to  turn  them  adrift.  After  4 
few  hours  reft,  but  before  day-light,  I  again 
fct  forward,  and  without  any  interruption^  5^r- 
rived  at  Bois  le  Due  the  fame  forenoon, 

i  he  whole  appearance  gf  this  place  indicated 
nothing  but  the  profoundeft  peace;  the  Gover- 
nor, the  reigning  Prince  of  Hefle  Phillipfthal, 
and  the  Commandant,  Major  General  Douglas, 
feemed  unconfcious  of  the  prefenceofwar.   The 
French  army,  which  under  Dumourier  had  inva- 
ded the  empire,  had  juft  been  defeated  near  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  by  Saxe  Coburgh,   and  the  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwick,    the  former  of  whon^ 
purfued  the  flying  army  into  the  country,  be- 
tween Maejiricht  and  Leige^  while  the  latter  with 
his    ufual    promptnefs,    marched   immediately 
from  Aix  into  Holland  by  the  way  of  the  Rure, 
and  was  then  advancing  towards  Bois  le  Due,  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,   an  event  which  the  garrifon  did  not 
feem  to  apprehend,  though  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  refift,  and  though  a  large  army  of  the 

French 
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Fjrenph  yindcy  General  Maffena,  lay  at  Ant- 
werp, and  jvere  already  preparing  to  attacl^ 
Williamftadt  and  Breda. 

This  was  not  a  time  for  a  man  of  any  ^dliyitjr 
to  be  idjp.  I  had  not  paffed  the  French  line? 
without  making  fpme  obfcryations  on  their  po- 
fitions.  I  therefore  immediately  prqpofed  an 
cnterprize,  which  was  highly  approved  by  the 
Governor  and  Commandant  of  Bois  le  Due.  I 
was  indeed  receiyed  and  attended  to  by  them 
with  the  utmoft  refpcdt,  as  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Hejfe  PbillipfibcU,  fon  tq  the  Governor, 
had  ferved  in  Ruflia,  and  had  conceived  a  high 
regard  for  me,  and  a  favourable  opinion  of  my 
talent  as  a  foldier. 

This  enterprife  which  was  deemed  pradlica- 
ble  by  all  the  military  men  of  experience,  was 
to  furprife  one  of  the  enemy's  Generals,  and 
carry  him  off  from  his  quarters,  a  bufinefs 
which  only  wanted  a  fmall  (hare  of  refolution 
and  fome  ingenuity;  for  that  General,  at  that 
period,  expofed  himfelf  to  fuch*an  accident,  by 
placing  his  quarters  in  a  lituation  totally  de- 
tatched  fronj  his  army,  and  having  no  other 
guard  than  a  few  orderly  commiflioned,  and 
non-commiffioned  officers. 

The  Governor  and  Commandant  not  having 
the  power  to  carry  my  proppfal  into  efFed:„ 
ncverthelefs  judged  it  proper  to  lay  it  before  the 

Stadtholder. 
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Stadtholder.  This  delay  though  probably  ihort 
was  too  much  for  my  impatience^  and  I  was  on 
the  eve  of  fetting  out  to  join  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  when  I  received  a  letter  direcfling 
me  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague. 

I  accordingly  fet  off  without  delay,  and  had 
an  interview  with  the  Stadtholder,  and  fomc  of 
his  Generals,  who  finding  my  plan  prafticablc, 
gave  me  an  order  to  the  Prince  of  llcfle  Phil- 
lipfthal,  inftruding  him  to  give  me  from  the 
Cavalry,  in  the  garrifon  of  Bois  le  Due,  fuch  a 
detatchment  as  I  might  judge  neceffary. 


CHAP.  XL 

Change  in  the  operations  of  the  French,  which  defeats 
the  author* s  plan. — He  goes  to  cut  off  fome  forage 
belonging  to  the  French^  in  the  vicinity  of  Alphen. 
— Perfeffly  fucceeds. — Employs  a  bold  ftratagem 
to  reconnoitre  Breda. — Finds  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick  jufi  leaving  Bois  le  Due,  and  follows 
him  to  the  village  of  OoflerwyL — JVithout  time  to 
reft  or  take  refrefbment,  dif patched  to  Saxe  Co^ 
hourgh. — Is  prefcnt  at  the  memorable  battle  of  St. 
Tronde,  which  lafted  three  days. — The  defperate 
taking  ofOoftmaal. — Account  of  the  battle,  iiuitb  an 
anecdote  of  the  Arch  Duke. — Returns  to  the  Duke 

of 
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of  Brunfwick^  after  a  moji  extraordinary  journey  of 
fatigue  and  danger. — Without  flopping  proceeds  to 
the  Hague ,  and  gives  a  defcription  oj  the  battle  to 
the  Stadtholder. 

UuRiNG  my  abfence  from  that  city,  the 
French  had  invefted  Williamftadt.  Breda  had 
furrendered  to  them  without  a  blow,  and  the 
Duke  Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  at  the  head  of  a 
fmall  Pri^flian  army,  had  already  reached  Bois 
k  Due.  The  approach  of  this  Prince,  induced 
the  French  to  be  fomcwhat  more  circumfpeft, 
and  to  make  a  retrograde  movement;  by  this 
change  of  affairs,  my  plan  neceflarily  fell  to  the 
ground.  Neverthelefs,  I  had  no  fooner  ex- 
plained myfelf,  with  the  illuftrious  Pruffian 
General,  whom  I  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  Prince 
of  Hcfle  Phillipfthall,  than  he  difpatched  me  at 
the  head  of  a  detatchment  of  huzzars,  to  pene- 
trate as  far  into  the  country  as  I  could,  and  to 
prevent,  ifpoflible,  the  tranfport  of  fome  forage, 
which  the  French  had  collected  near  Alphen, 
into  Breda. 

I  left  Bois  le  Due,  with  my  detatchment,  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  of  March  1793,  directing 
myfelf  upon  Tilbourgh,  a  Dutcji  village, 
where,  though  only  three  leagues  from  the  gar- 
rifon  I  had  left,  I  found  the  tri-coloured 
cbcTcade  difplayed.     I  colledcd  the  magiftrates, 

and 
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and  ordered  them  topublifh  immediately  througb 
the  town,  that  wherever  I  found  the  cockade  of 
the  French,  in  one  hour  from  that  moment^  I 
would  treat  it  as  an  enemy. 

I  here  learnt  that  the  French  General,  com« 
manding  in  Breda,  had  fent  out  detatchments 
into  the  country,  towards  Hoogftraaten^  to  force 
,the  farmers  to  fend  all  their  waggons  during  that 
night  to  Baerle-Hertog,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranf-» 
porting,  on  the  following  day,  the  forage  they 
had  been  able  to  colledl  into  the  garrifon.  Thi$ 
appeared  a  meafure  of  too  great  importance  to 
be  overlooked  :  notwithftanding  therefore  there 
was  much  to  rifque,  by  penetrating  fo  far  into 
the  country,  ftill  the  objed  was  worthy  an  at- 
tempt, even  though  I  was  forced  to  pafs  the 
garrifon  o{  Breda ^  and  confequently  expofe  my. 
felf  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off.  After  having 
dctatched  an  officer,  withfome  huzars  to  Kaan> 
to  deftroy  fome  forage  I  could  not  carry  oiF,  I 
marched  by  Reil  to  Alphen^  a  league  from  Baerle- 
Ilcrtog.  Here  I  lay  upon  my  arms,  till  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  watching  the  vil- 
lage, lead  intelligence  of  my  approacThi  fhould 
go  to  the  enemy ;  leaving  an  officer  and  fome 
huzars  to  occupy  Alphen.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Baerle-Hertog^  where  I  knew  the  CommilTaries 
had  direded  the  waggons  and  carts  to  aflemble 
the  preceeding  night.    I  reached  that  village 

early 
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early  in  the  morning,  which  I  entered  full  fpeed 
in  almdft  every  diredion. 

The  effects  of  this  well  concerted  furprizc 
were  fuch  as  I  exped:ed;  the  Commiflaries  and 
their  guard  fted  with  the  greateft  precipitation 
towards  Breda^  infonnuch  that  I  was  only  able  to 
take  two  prifoners  of  the  huzars  de  la  liberte. 
I  however  prevented  the  waggons  from  putting 
in  execution  the  bufiiiefs  for  which  the  French 
had  coHedled  them;  and  after  cutting  down  the 
Bonnet  Rouge  '^\zxiX,tdi  by  the  regicides,  I  began 
my  retreat  in  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  of  March 
towards  Bois  le  Due.  When  I  left  Tirlebourgh 
on  the  14th,  I  had  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
the  Due  Frederic,  acquainting  him  that  I  found 
it  neceflary  to  go  on  to  Alphen  that  day,  and 
might  perha^ps  be  obliged  to  go  on  ftill  further; 
I  therefore  folicited  his  Serene  Highnefs  to  fend 
out  a  detarchment  of  infantry  to  fecure  my  re^ 
treat,  otherwife  my  return  would  become  prob* 
lematic.  I  delayed  no  time  in  regaining  the 
village  of  Alphen^  where  I  found  the  detatch- 
Cient  I  left  there  forming  en  battaille^  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  fome  of  the  enemy's  fcouts  having  ap- 
peared at  a  diftance. 

After  having  reconnoitred  the  country  and 
given  fomc  refrefhment  to  my  huzars,  I  con- 
tinued my  march  under  fome  anxiety,  ufing 
every-  precaution  to  prevent  fuiprife  by  the 

enemy, 
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enemy,  who  I  was  confident  muft  have  leamC 
the  nature  of  my  expedition,  and  the  fmallncfs 
of  my  force,  and  would  probably  attempt  to  cue 
off  my  retreat.  I  had  not  however  proceeded 
far  on  my  route,  when  I  was  met  by  a  meflen-- 
ger,  whom  the  Duke  Frederic  had  fent  to  re- 
call me,  and  to  inform  me  that  that  very  morn- 
ing, the  firft  column  of  his  army  had  left  Bois 
te  Diic^  and  part  of  it  would  that  evening  reach 
TMourgb^  whether  I  was  diredled  to  repair^ 
and  where  my  detatchment  was  to  return  under 
the  command  of  its  proper  officers,  after  which 
I  was  myfcif  to  join  his  Serene  Highnefs. 

This  cheering  intelligence  removed  all  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger,  and  in  the  evening  I 
reached  Tilbourgh  without  having  met  with  any 
oppofition,  there  I  found  the  officer  who  I  had 
detatched  to  Kaam,  and  who  had  executed  the 
purpofe  of  his  miffion.  Here,  in  confequence  of 
the  Duke's  order,  I  gave  up  my  charge;  but  in- 
ftead  of  going  immediately  to  Bois  le.  Duc^  I 
conceived  the  idea  of  reconnoitring  the  polls 
occupied  by  the  French  in  the  environs  of 
Breda,  To  cfFed:  this  purpofe,  when  midnight 
had  fcarcely  yielded  to  the  morning  of  the  i6th 
of  March  i793>  taking  with  me  a  non-commiC. 
fioned  officer  and  a  trumpet,  on  my  own  authority^ 
I  fet  out  to  fummons  Breda,  about  four  or  five 
leagues  diftant,  I  w^ll  knew  that  garrifon  could 

be 
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be  no  ftrangers  to  the  advance  of  the  Pruffian 
army,  a  circumftance  which  would  give  an  air 
of  truth  to  the  Rufe  de  Guerre  I  meant  to  play 
upon  them. 

At  day-light  I  approached  the  garrifon,  and 
fummoned  it  to  furrender  to  the  Duke  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  for  the  King  of  Pruflia  with  the 
ufual  formalities.  My  fummons  of  courfe  was 
but  little  attended  to^  but  I  had  obtained  all  I 
wanted,  a  knowledge  of  the  out-pofts  held  by 
the  enemy.  It  was  now  about  feven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  I  returned  to  B&is  le  Due  fo 
much  fatigued,  that  it  was  with  difRculty  I 
could  fit  my  horfe.  I  there  found  the  Duke 
preparing  to  follow  his  fecond  column  to  the 
village  of  0^<?rze;^i  about  a  league  diftant>  which 
he  had*  appointed  for  his  head-^quarters.  I  re- 
ported to  his  Serene  Highnefs  thefuccefs  of  my 
expedition;  he  was  but  juft  fetting  off,  and  de- 
fired  that  I  would  dine  with  him  at  his  new 
quarters. 

This  invitation  was  a  command  which  I  could 
not  evade.  I  therefore  hafl:ened  to  my  apart- 
ments to  change  mydrefs,  which  I  had  not  been 
able  to  do  for  three  days  before ;  but  my.  horfes 
were  no  longer  able  to  carry  me,  and  my  fer- 
vants  were  fo  much  fatigued,  that  I  found  thoy 
could  not  follow :  I  therefore  borrowed  a  groom 
belonging  to  the  Chevalier  d^Antras^  formerly  .a 

page 
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page  to  the  prefent  King  of  France ;  for  him  i 
alfo  borrowed  a  horfe ;  and  I   myfelf  mounted 
one  which  the  Prince   Frederic   of  Brunfwick 
had  lent  me  fome  time  before,  and  then  follow-i* 
cd  the  Duke  Frederic  to  Oojierwyk.     I  found  his 
Serene  Highnefs  about  to  fit  down  to  table ;   he 
placed  me  by  him,  and  then  informed  me  that,  du- 
ring my  abfence,  he  had  received  different  letters 
from  Prince  Saxe  Cobourgh,  who,  with  the  Au- 
flrian  army,  lay  then  between  Maeftrich  and  St. 
Fronde yZX\^  which  rendered  it  indifpenfiblyneccC- 
fary  for  him  to  fend  to  that  Prince.  HisS.  H.  fur- 
ther obferved,  that,  as  I  had  been  for  fome  time  in 
that  country,  and'  knew  better  than  any  of  his 
officers  could  do  the  exacft  fituation  of  the  en&» 
my,  the  Britifh,  the  Dutch,  and  his  own  army^ 
that  he  had  a  defire  to  fend  me,  though  he  had 
felt  much  regret  at  impofing  a  tafkon  me  which 
could  not  but  be  irkfomc  to  one  who  had  been 
on  horfeback   fincc  the   night  of  the  i2th«      I 
told  his  S.  H.  that  on  the  day  of  fervice  neither 
fatigue   or  danger  were  confiderations   with   a 
Briton,  and  that  he  would  always  find  me  ready 
to  execute  whatever  he   could  command.      To 
thofe  who  knew  the  gallant  and  amiable  Duke, 
it  is  unnccclHiry  to  defcribe  the  effedl  which  my 
anfwcr  had  upon  him  ;  and  to  thofe  who  have 
not  the  happinefs  to  know  him  it  is   a   matter 
of  little  import.     I  will  therefore  only  fay,  that 

before 
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biefore  his  S.  H.  rofe  from  table,  I  was  dif- 
patched,  attended  by  a  huzar  and  the  groom  of 
d*  Antras.  I  took  peafants  horfes  and  a  guide, 
from  village  to  village,  making  a  ftraight  line 
upon  St.  Tronde.  Arriving  at  Hejlell  on  the 
night  of  the  r7th  of  March,  I  learnt  that  Saxe 
Coburg  was  near  -5*^  Tronde,  and  that  Dumourier 
in  three  numerous  columns  commanded  by  him- 
felf.  Valence  and  Miranda  were  preparing  to 
attack  him,  the  fituation  of  the  Auftrians  was 
defcribed  to  me  as  extremely  critical ;  their 
numbers  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  much 
fatigued  by  harrafling  marches  and  almoft  with- 
out cannon;  in  ihort,  it  was  the  general  opinioit 
that  they  would  be  defeated. 

As  foon  as  the  Mayor  of  Hejlell  could  procure 
me  horfes  and  a  guide,  I  continued  my  march 
on  the  poll  road  to  St.  Tronde.  As  I  ajiproached 
that  town,  (very  early  on  the  i8th  of  March,) 
\  heard  very  diftinftly  a  heavy  cannonade,  and 
I  met  part  of  the  Auftrian  baggage  coming  away 
in  fome  diforder.  I.  found  the  town  in  the  ut^ 
moft  confufion,  full  of  carriages,  fome  driving 
off  as  faft  as  they  could,  and  others  waiting  for 
horfes ;  I  then  found  that  the  two  armies  were 
ferioufly  engaged,^  and  the  defeat  of  the  Auftri- 
ans from  the  great  difparity  of  numbers  was 
deemed  unavoidable.  With  the  iafliftance  of  the 
xnagiftrates^  I  procured  lOrf  Ih  horfes  and  a  pof« 
I  tillion 
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tillion  for  a  guide^  and  then  went  forth  to  look 
for  Saxe  Coburg  in  the  field  of  action. 

Being  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  pofition. 
of  the  armies,  I  left  it  to  my  guide  to  condudl 
me,  which  he  did,  until,  to  my  furprife,  I 
found  myfclf  in  the  rear  of  a  French  column. 
In  fuch  a  pofition,  there  was  little  time  for  re- 
flexion, and  I  determined  inftantly  to  pafs  be- 
tween this  and  another  column,  which  I  per- 
ceived at  fome  diftance  on  the  right ;  the  enter- 
prize  fcemed  fraught  with  danger,  but  it  was 
authorifed  by  necclTity,  as  I  could  not  tell  whe- 
ther there  was  not  another  French  column  to 
the  left :  in  (hort  it  feemed  to  me,  that  the  moft 
certain  and  evidently  the  ftiorteft  road  to  the 
Auftrian army,  was  through  the  French  columns ; 
this  plan  I  adopted;  I  therefore  diredcd  my 
guide  to  look  to  his  own  fafety:  and  telling  the 
fervant  of  d'Antras  that  it  was  not  his  bufincfs. 
tpnclie,  I.advifed  him  to  accompany  the  guide^ 
(my.huzar  I  had  already  difpatched  the  night 
before,  towards  Diepj  but  this  intrepid  boy  rcs- 
fufed  to  leave  me.  We  then  rode  on  at  an  caly 
pace,  until  we  were  on  a  line  with  the  head  of 
the  columns  moft  advanced.  I  could  then  per- 
ceive fome  part  of  the  Auftriaas  at  a  diftance  on 
ipy  right  front,  and  nearer  and  almoft  diredlly 
before  me  a  body  of  cavalry ;  to  thofe  then  I 
fled  with  all  the  fpccd  the  wretched  horfe  on 

whifch 
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which  I  was  mounted  was  capable  of.  In  the 
buftle  of  adion,  I  was  not  perceived  by  the 
French^  but  as  I  approached  the  front  of  the 
Auffrians,  an  officer  rode  up  to  examine  me, 
and  a  very  few  paces  behind  him,  I  perceived 
on  foot,  coming  towards  me,  the  gallant  young 
Prince  of  IVirtemberg,  who  commanded  that 
body  of  troops.  I  acquainted  his  S.  H,  that  I 
was  charged  with  a  letter  for  SaXe  Coburg, 
from  the  D.  of  B.  and  begged  he  would  inform 
me,  in  what  part  of  the  battle  I  (hould  find  him; 
he  aflured  me  it  was  impoffibie  to  determine 
where  he  might  be  found,  but  to  render  it  more 
eafy  for  me,  and  to  prevent  me  from  falling  into 
any  of  the  pofitions  occupied  by  the  French,  he 
fcnt  an  orderly  officer  with  me.  Between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  i8th^ 
I  found  Saxe  Coburg  at  the  head  of  one  of  his 
columns;  after  being  announced  in  the  brief 
manner  of  the  field,  I  prefented  to  him  my  let- 
ter, which  he  immediately  read;  and  after  alk- 
ing  me  a  few  queftions,  begged  1  would  attend 
the  event  of  the  day,  that  at  night  he  hoped  to 
hav^more  time  to  fpeak  to  me.  I  of  courfe 
joined  the  croud  of  officers,  by  whom  he  was 
furrounded,  and  from  them  I  learnt  that  Colo-  ' 
ner(then  Captain)  Crawfurd,  Aid-du-Camp  to 
his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  had  arrived  before 
mc,  and  was  (till  there;  indeed  I  perceived  him 
\  la  at 
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at  a  little  diilance.     Having  a  letter  of  recom^ 
mendation  from  the  Duke  Frederic,  for  General 
(then  Colond)  Mack,  1  neceflarily  enquired  for 
him;  and  on  being  told  that  indifpoiition  had 
forced  him  to  go  to  a  fliort  diftance  in  the  rear, 
where  he  was  laying  upon  fome  ftraw,  I  inti-. 
mated  a  defire  to  go  to  him;  and  an  officer  of  the 
Prince's  fuite  offered  his  fervices  to  condudl 
me.  I  found  this  eminently  diftinguifhed  officer 
extremely  ill,  ncverthelefs  he  quitted  his  ftraw^ 
and  remounting  his  horfe,  accompanied  me  back 
to   Saxc  Coburg,     After  a  Ihort  converfation 
with  his  Highnefs,  partly  on  the  fubjcft  of  the 
letter,  which  I   had  juft  delivered  to  Colon^  ' 
Mack,  the  Colonel  had  the  goodnefs  to  propole 
to  defcribe  to  me  the  order  of  battle.    We  rode 
towards  a  height  occupied  by  Imperial  troops,  ' 
from  whence  I  could  diftinftly  fee  the  heads  at 
the  enemies  columns,  and  the  various  polls  they 
held.    I  vifited  different  parts  of  the  pofition  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  was  filled  with  admiration^ 
at  the  determined  countenance  which  that  handi« 
ful  of  menj  though  almoft  exhaufted  by  ezceC* 
five  fatigue,  and  labouring  under  every  in(^n-«r 
veniencc  to  which   a  foldier  can  be  expofed^ 
ihewed  to  an  enemy,  each  of  whofe  columffa 
was  nearly  equal  to  their  whole  force,  and  whpfc 
front feemed  covered  with  well  fervcd  artillery*: 
The  battle  about  this  time,  (the  noon  of  th» 
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iBth  of  March,)  became  very  aftive  in  fomc 
parts;    we  rejoined  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
who.  was  then  at  the  head  of  a  column,  that  bore 
at  leaft  its  Ihare  in  the  fervice  of  that  memorable 
day.     As  I  had  not  then  been  prefented  to  the 
Archduke,   whom  juft  then  Colonel  Mack  per- 
ceived to  have  quitted  his  horfe,  and  to  be  walk- 
ing at  a  little  diftance  from  us,  apparently,  to 
warm  himfelf,  he  propofed  to  me  to  alight  and 
he  would  prefent  me.     I  difmounted  immedi- 
ately, and  we  walked  towards  his  R.  H.  to  whom 
the  Colonel  prefented   me,   as  a  man  recom- 
mended by  the  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwick.     Some 
cannon  fhot  at  that  moment  ftriking  the  ground 
very  near  Us,  this  gallant  Prince  addrefling  him- 
felf to  me,  faid,  **  This  is  a  rude  drawing-room, 
^  Major." 

A  fort  of  paufe  in  this  part  of  the  battle  prc- 
fently  took  place,  which  induced  Saxe  Coburg 
himfelf  to  difmount  and  join  us  for  a  few  mo- 
ments.    One  of  the  Archduke's  fervants   then 
produced  a  fmall  quantity  of  bread  and  cold 
meat,  with  a  fingle  bottle  of  wine,  which  he 
laid  upon  a  napkin  fpread  on  the  ground ;   ha- 
ving haftily  partaken  of  this  military  repaft,  we  re- 
mounted our  horfes.     I  then  learnt  that  Captain 
Grawfurd  had  left  the  field,  immediately  after 
my  arrival,  in  the  forenoon,  and  was  gone  back 
to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  then  with  the 
I  3  Hereditary 
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Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  at  Dortrechi^  where 
the  Britifti  and  Dutch  guards  lay. 

The  battle  ftil)  continued  doubtful,  alcer- 
nately  raging  and  flajCkening  in  the  difTerent 
.pofitions.  The  village  of  Orjmael  had  for  ibtne 
time  been  pccupied  by  the  enemy.  Saxe  Co- 
burg  ^ow  determined  to  force  it,  and  a  b;od/ 
of  troops  was  felefted  for  that  purpofe ;  I  was 
ftill  mounted  on  the  miferable  poft-horfe,  which 
had  brought  me  to  xh^  field,  nevertheicfs  anxi- 
ous to  fhare  in  the  daring  enterprize  about  to 
jbe  put  in  execution,  I  folicited  leave  to  accom- 
pany the  dragoons,  ;and  that  a  horfe  might  be 
furnifhed  me;  but  no  horfe  was  at  hand,  and 
there  was  no  time  for  delay,  I  therefore  rode  on 
rnpunted  a^  I  was. 

The  affair  though  very  ftiprt  was  inconcciv^ 
ably  dcfperate.  Our  way  to  the  village,  was  the 
high  road  from  St.  Tronde,  to  Tirlemont,  (cn- 
clofed  by  trees  and  a  deep  ditch  on  each  fide.) 
The  enemy  Jiad  planted  feveral  pieces  of  cannon 
to  defend  the  entranc?,  and  kept  up  a  vej-y  heavy 
fire  along  the  avenue;  w?  however  advanced  uri- 
difmayed,  though  nearly  tvtry  horfe  of  the  fij-ft 
fquadron  was  either  killed  or  difabled  by  an 
unuafually  furious  difcharge  of  artillery.  There 
was  no  (topping,  and  thofe  who  were  difmount- 
cd,  were  forced  to  move  forward  on  fopt,  tp 
j^yojd  l?eing  rode  over;  for  fuch  was  the  confu- 

fion^ 
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lii^nV  owing  to  the  inceflant  firing  and  fmoke, 
which  the  clofenefs  of  the  trees  and  drizly  wea- 
ther would  not  fufFer  to  afcend,  that  it  w^as  im- 
poflible  to  diftinguiffi  any  obje<ft.  For  my  own 
part,  my  poor  poft-horfe  having  literally  been 
blown  from  under  me,  I  ruftied  forward  with 
the  Croud,  unable  to  know  where  I  was,  until 
I  adually  run  againft  a  cannon,  which  had  been 
overfet,  and  which  the  thickhefs  of  the  fmoke 
hindered  me  from  perceiving,  till  I  touched  it. 

The  French  being  drove  from  this  village, 
and  fome  other  pofitions  they  oecupiedj^  and 
being  overthrown  in  another  quarter,  by  Ge- 
neral Clairfait,  declined  engaging  further,,  and 
retired  to  the  pofition  they^had  left.' 

Thus  the  bufinefs  of  that  day  clofed,  juft 
before  fun-fct,  in  a  manner  highly  honourable' 
to  the  Imperial  troops.  The  approach  of  night 
and  the  fupcrior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  pre- 
venting Saxe  Coburg  from  attempting  to  pur- 
fue.  His  army  remained  on  the  field  of  battle 
underarms,  himfelf  and  the  General  Staff  re* 
tiring  to  their  quarters,  at  the  villages  of  Lan^ 
den  and  Neerwinden. 

No  fooner  had  the  dawn  of  day  appeared  on 
the  19th,  than  the  French  columns  were  per- 
ceived in  order  of  battle;  theadion  confequent- 
ly  recommenced,  and  continued  during  that 
whole  day  with  much  obftinacy  and  various  fuc- 
1 4  cefs. 


120  THE    LIFE    OF 

cefs.  The  cool  and  determined  bravery  of  the 
Auftrians  however  prevailed  over  the  rude  num- 
bers and  impetuofity  of  the  French;  about  four 
or  five  o'clock  in. the  afternoon  they  gave  wayt 
and  were  purfucd  to  Tirlemont,  but  night  com- 
ing on^  prevented  thenri  from  being  further  an- 
noyed. By  this  complcat  vidlory,  fo  truly  glo,. 
rious  to  Auftria,  Holland,  was  for  that  year, 
(1793)  refcued  from  the  deftrudive  fraternal 
hug  of  the  Conventionalifts. 

1  cannot  avoid  relating  an  anecdote  of  the 
brave  Archduke,  which  will  Ihew  more  than 
any  dcfcription  I  can  give,  the  neceflity  in  which 
the  Auftrian  army  were  for  bread.  Riding  over 
the  field  of  battle,  his  Royal  Highnefs  obfcrved 
a  fine  drefled  Frenchman  laying  dead;  the  un- 
ufual  fmartnefs  of  the  dead  man's  appearance, 
firfl  attradled  his  notice ;  but  perceiving  a  black 
loaf  in  his  havre/ac^  he  inftantly  alighted,  and 
feizing  the  valuable  prize,  he  exclaimed,  "  That 
*'  gentleman  did  not  fiippofe  he  was  carrying 
**  this  loaf  for  me.'* 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  being  perfedly  af« 
certained,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
Saxe  Coburg  ordered  a  feu  de  joye  the  whole 
extent  of  his  front.  The  army  as  the  night  be- 
fore remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  Saxe 
Coburg,  the  Archduke,  and  the  Staff,  retired 
again  to  the  villages  of  Neerwinden  and  Landen  % 

to 
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to  the  latter  I  accompanied  Saxe  Coburg,  wc 
reached  his  quarters  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
/evening,  and  while  fome  refreftiment  was  pre- 
paring I  received  my  letfers  from  the  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  and  his  Serene  High- 
nefs  the  Stadtholder ;  I  then  fupped  with  the 
Field  Marihal,  and  at  midnight  on  the  19th, 
almoft  unable  to  carry  my  own  weight,  fet  off 
on  my  return  to  the  village  of  Oojierwyk,  where 
I  had  left  the  Pruflian  head-quarters. 

I  had  now  paffed  eight  days  almoft  continu- 
ally on  horfe-back,  and  without  once  having 
had  time  to  undrefs :  the  ftate  I  was  in  can  bp 
poncei ved  much  better  than  related ;  but  my 
zeal  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  my  anx- 
iety to  carry  the  lirft  intelligence  of  this  fo 
eflential  vid:ory  to  the  Duke  Frederic^  and  to 
the  Hague,  enabled   me  to  fuftain   the  fatigue 
of  the  journey.     I  took  the  fame   road  back, 
by  which   I  had   come  to  the  Auftrian  army  5 
and  after  much  trouble    to  obtain  horfes,    I 
reached  Oojierwyk  about    ten  o'clock,  on  the 
night  of  the  20th.     I  found  Duke  Frederic  in 
his   bed-room,    Handing  and  converfing  with 
Captain,  now  Colonel  Crawfurd,  who  had  but 
a  few  moments  before  me  arrived  there,  and 
who   had   acquainted  his  S.  H.  with  the  dan* 
gerous  iituation  in  which  he  left  the  Imperial 
army  on  the  i8th. 

I  de- 
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I  detailed  the  circumftanccs  of  the  vidory  tx> 
his  S.  H.  and  then  obtained  his  permiilion  to 
continue  my  journey  to  the  Stadtholder  at  the 
Hague.  I  was  by  this  time  almoft  unable  to 
move,  I  could  no  longer  ftand  ftraight,  and  it 
had  become  ncceflary  for  me  to  be  lifted  off 
and  on  my  horfe ;  while  we  were  taking  fome 
refrcfhment  in  the  Duke  Frederic's  anti-chanrv- 
ber,  horfes  were  preparing  for  me,  but  Colonel 
Crawfurd,  who  was  going  to  the  Duke  of  York 
at  Dortrecht,  confcquently  a  conlidcrablc  part 
of  my  road,  and  who  had  a  carl  and  Jlravi\  very 
politely  offered  me  a  place  in  his  equipage ;  I 
accepted  it,  for  even  fuch  a  conveyance  was  an 
indulgence  to  me,  and  we  inftantly  departed. 

We  went  through  Bois  le  Due,  the  gates  of 
that  town  having  been  opened  to  let  us  in,  I 
fuppofe  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
■we  drove  immediately  to  a  houfe  where  a  car*- 
j-iage  had  been  previoufly  ordered  for  Colonel 
Crawfurd;  and  though  in  this  town  I  had  ap- 
partnpients,  my  fervants,  and  my  horfes,  I  did 
not  go  near  them,  but  contented  myfelf,  while 
the  chaife  was  preparing,  to  write  a  line,  which 
I  delivered  to  the  ftable-keeper  for  General 
Douglas  the  Commandant,  announcing  to  him 
the  vidory  gained  by  the  Auftrians.  The  in- 
ftant  the  chaife  was  ready  we  continued  our 
rout ;  when  near  the  paflage  to  the  ifland  of 

Dortrecbt, 
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Dortrecht^  I  parted  with  Colonel  Craw furd,  and 
continued  my  journey  to  the  Hague,  where  I 
arrived  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  2^d.  I  went  immediately  to  Major  General 
Bentincl^,  Aide-de-camp  to  his  S.  H.  the  Stadt- 
holder,  ^and  with  him  to  the  palace.  The  Prince 
was  informed  of  our  arrival,  and  immediately 
rofe  to  receive  us.  After  giving  his  S.  H.  an 
accurate  defcription  of  the  battle,  I  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  to  a  hotel,  and  to  reft. 


CHAP.  XII. 

The  author  Jent  for  to  court  next  morning,  andfor^ 
ced  to  go  dirty  as  he  came  from  his  journey.--^ 
Returns  to  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwic — Capitulation  of 
Breda. — Saxe  Coburg's  great  actions. — Thofe  ex^ 
cite  fufpicions  in  the  Convention,  "who  fent  to  re^ 
call  Dumourier. — Dumourier  fends  tbe  Com^ 
mifftaries,  and  his  intended  fuccejfor,  Boumonvile, 
yrifoners  to  Saxe  Coburg. — The  author  arrives  at 
Saxe  Coburg* s  bead-quarters. — Dumourier  deferts 
wtthfeveral  others. — The  author  returns  to  Duke 
F.  of  Brunfwic  at  Bois  le  Due. — Finds  the 
Duke  indifpofed. — Receives  a  moft  extraordinary 
and  honourable  commiffion  in  the  Dutch  fervice 
at  the  Hague. — Returns  to  Bois  le  Due  and 
prepares  to  take  the  field.^^Is  fent  on  political 

bufinefs 


124  THE     LIFE    OF 

iufinefs  to  Brujfells. — Is  induced  to  leave  that 
army,  and  go  to  the  army  of  the  Upper  Rhine. --^ 
Situation  of  the  army ^  and  Characters  of  the  Gene^ 
rals. — The  Ki^ig  of  Prufjia  leaves  the  field. — ?^r 
reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwic  fucceeds  him. — ne 
author*  s  dijlrejfed  fUutation. — Retires  to  a /mall 
town  in  the  interior. 

Ijefore  I  went   to  bed  I  had  purified  myfcif 
as  well  as  I  was  able  from  the  inconveniences 
natural  to  my  almoft  incredible  exertions  ;  I 
had  in  fadl  neither  enjoyed  the  comfort  of  a 
bed,  a  change  of  linen,  nor  a  razor,  for  a  week, 
during  which  I  was  hardly  an  hour  out  of  my 
faddle.  Once  laid  down  I  had  refolved  to  recruit 
my  ftrength  with  fleep,  and  had  given  orders 
that  I  fhould  not  be  difturbed ;  about  eleven, 
however,  a  meffage  came  from  the  Court,  com- 
manding my  attendance  there,  and  inviting  me 
to   dinner;    though   fcarcely  able  to  crawl,  I 
obeyed  this   honourable  fummons,    and    pro* 
ccedcd  to  drefs  myfelf,  but  perhaps   in  fuch  a 
fafhion  as  never  before  appeared  at  that  Court ; 
I  had  only  an  old  blue  jacket  and  pantaloons, 
w^ich,   fuliied  with  the  dirt  I  had  coUeded  in 
nme  days,  were  proof  againft  every  effort    of 
a  brufti,  and  I  was  forced  to  borrow  a  (hirt  of 
the  perfon  who  kept  the  hotel  j  thus  equipped, 
however,  to  Court   I  went,  but  fatigue  made 
a  mod  awkward  courtier  of  me. 

The 
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The  Stadtholder  moft  kindly  did  every  thing 
to  render  me  comfortable  softer  this  immenfe 
exertion ;  for  though  he  himfelf  fct  out  to  vifit 
fome  forts  the  fame  afternoon,  he  recommended 
me  to  remain  at  the  Hague  to  recover  my 
flrength,  offering  to  anfwer  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwic  for  my  abfence  for  three  days. 

I  remained  only  two  days,  when,  I  returned 
to  the  Duke,  by  whom  I  was  employed  on 
different  millions,  chiefly  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemies  pofitions-  The  Duke  of  York  had  left 
Dortrechty  and  w^a^  at  that  time  approaching 
Antwerp  by  water,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange 
with  a  fmall  Dutch  army  was  marching  upon 
Breda,  ftill  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  French. 

About  the  end  of  March,  or  ift  of  April, 
he  fummoned  it  to  furrender,  and  the  garrifon 
entered  into  a  capitulation  for  that  purpofej 
at  this  time  the  Duke  Frederic  fent  me  to  Saxc 
Coburg,  to  know  how  affairs  were  going  on 
ih  that  q.uarter  he  commanded  :  me  to  p^fs  by 
the  way  of  the  Dutch  army  lying  before  jSr^'^^r, 
to  receive  the  orders  of  the .  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Orange,  who  requefted  me, to  go  to  fyrgen^ 
Qp-^2oom^  to  the  Quke  of  York  who  was  the» 
at  that  harbour  on  his  way  to  Antwerp;  and  tS 
inform  his  Royal  Highnefs  that  Breda  had  capi- 
tulated: I  obeyed  his^  direAipns,  and  then  took 
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the  road  for  Bruffells,  in  which  heighbourhocxi 
1  expedled  to  find  Saxe  Coburg. 

In  the  Ihort  fpace  of  hardly  a  month  had 
that  gallant  Prince  drawn  the  immenfe  armjr 
of  the  Convention  through  all  Brabant ;  he  had 
already  purfued  them  beyond  Mons,  and  was 
preparing  to  inveft  Velenciennes.  Thefe  viiflories 
occafioned  the  fall  of  Dumourier,  and  indeed 
fcemed  fo  extraodinary,  that  the  Convention 
fcnt  four  commiflioners  to  diredl  him  to  appear 
before  them ;  and  appointed  Bournonvillc,  who 
accompanied  them>  to  command  provifionally. 
^n  his  abfence. 

Dumourier,  who  forefaw  what  would  be  the 
event  of  his  journey  to  Paris,  and  was  uti^ 
willing  to  have  his  condud:  made  the  fubjed  of 
enquiry  by  thofe  that  were  ignorant  of  military 
operations,  without  delay  feized  on  the  com- 
miflioners^  together  with  his  dcftined  fucceflbr,| 
Bournonville,  and  fent  them  to  Saxe  Coburg  i 
I  met  them  at  Bruflells,  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th  April,  under  the  charge  of  an  Auftriaa 
officer,  who  was  condud:ing  them  to  Maejlr^bt^^ 

From  this  officer,  I  learnt  that  the  hi^ad-qu^Lr^ 
ters  were  at  Mons,    whither  I  immediately  r^^ 
paired ;  and  on  my  arrival,  about  foiir  o'clock"' 
in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  April,  feeing  a  * 
centinel  (landing  at  the  gate  of  the  inn  where  I  . 
alighted,  I  enquired  who  lodged  there.     To  my 

great 
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great  furprife  I  was  told  the  French  General 
Valence.  I  aflced  whether  he  was  a  prifoner,  but 
was  anfwered  that  he  had  dejertedy  and  had  ar- 
rived there  a  few  days  before^  and  that  he  re- 
ceived all  the  honours  of  an  Auftriaff  General* 
I  then  went  to  Saxe  Coburg's  head-quarters ; 
he  was  in  bed,  but  I  was  immediately  introdu- 
ced to  him;  while  I  was  yet  by  his  bed-fide, 
one  of  his  Aid-du-Camps  came  into  the  room, 
to  announce  that  Dumouriery  Egaliiey  (alias 
Due  de  ChartresJ  Sullivan^  Baptijhy  and  ano- 
t^ier,  {Mont joy y  I  think)  were  then  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  fent  in  by  General  Clairfait,  to  whom 
they  had  deferted;  they  were  immediately  ulh- 
ered  into  the  Field-Marfhal's  prefence,  and  I 
withdrew.  Their  interview  lafted  fome  time, 
and  the  event  was,  that  in  a  few  hours,  a  fort  of 
proclamation  appeared,  which,  as  it  is  fo  well 
known,  I  will  pafs  over. 

At  the  Field-Marihal's  table,  I  that  day  met 
thefe  extraordinary  deferters,  each  wearing  the 
three-coloured  cockade.  After  dinner  the 
Prince  called  me  afide,  and  telling  me  that  in 
half  an  hour  he  would  give  me  a  letter  for  the 
Duke  F.  of  Brunfwic,  and  chat  he  wifhed  me 
to  haften  back  to  inform  his  Serene  Highncfs, 
and  the  other  Commanders,  that  Dumourier 
had  come  over,  and  that  he  meant  to  bring  him 

to 
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to  Antwerp,  where  a  meeting  of  the  Command-* 

ing  Generals,  and  fome  minifters  of  the  allied 
was  to  be  held  on  the  7th  of  April. 

In  confequence  of  my  orders,  I  fet  out  iai^ 
mediately  to  carry  my  intelligence  to  the  Duke 
Frederic  of  Brunfwic,  at  Bois  Ic  Due,  who  beks^ 
prevented  by  indifpofition  from  attending  thc^ 
meeting  at  Antwerp,  had  deputed  General  Kilo**- 
belfdorff  in  his  place.  Breda  laying  very  litdie 
out  of  my  road,  I  went  that  way  to  announce 
Dumourier's  change  of  pfition^  to  the  Hereditaiy 
Prince  of  Orange*  Ry  the  road,  as  I  expedtedi^  F 
met  the  Stadtholder  on  his  way  to  the  confeiU 
cnce,  to  whom  I  communicated  the  welcome^ 
intelligence  in  his  carriage,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  place  of  my  deftination. 

I  found  the  Duke  ftill  indifpofed,  and  feetn^ 
ingly  difatisfied ;    he  talked  of  retiring,   and-  I 
fancied  he  was  rather  chagrined  than  fick^      I* 
remained  with  him,  going^on  fuch  expeditions 
as  he  chofe  to  command,  until  perfifting  in  hiil» 
refignation,  he  prepared  to  depart.     I  then  api-- 
plied  to  his  Serene  Hignefs  the  Stadtholder,  to 
place  me  in  the  Staff  of  his  army.  I  was  immedi^' 
ately  appointed,  and  received  the  commilGon  of 
Major,  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States,  oa». 
the  6th  of  May  1793  ;  but  on  account  of  my  ex- 
ertions on  the  expedition  at  Baerle-Hertog^  va'f 

commiinoa 
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tommiffion  bears  in  its  body  the  date  of  March 
15th,  from  which  day  rny  rank  in  the  Dutch 
army  tatkes  place. 

I  remained  at  the  Hague  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  returned  to  Bois  le  Due,  to  prepare  riiy 
equipage  for  takiftg  the  field.  The  Dutch  army- 
was  colledling,  and  advancing  towards  the  more 
ailive  thedtfe  of  war.  After  being  employed  oii 
different  fervices,  I  was,  at  length,  while  the . 
Dutch  lay  at  Menin,  and  its  environs,  fixed  for 
a  time  at  Bruffels,  for  a  political  purpofe.  On 
my  return  from  thence  to  head-quarters,  an  e- 
vent  happened,  which  induced  me  to  leave  that 
army  immediately,  even  without  permiflion, 
though  not  without  announcing  my  departure, 
nor  did  I  conceal  the  place  of  my  retreat;  it  wais 
to  the  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  there  at  the  head  of 
his  own  army.  Mayence  had  fallen,  after  an 
obftinate  refiftance,  and  was  taken  pofleflion  of 
in  his  own  name;  he  afterwards  prepared  to 
invefl:  Landau  in  Alface^  and  was  before  it  at  the 
time  I  arrived. 

I  acquainted  his  Majefty  candidly,  with  my 
reaibns  for  having  left  the  army  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. 1  did  not  at  the  fame  time  conceal  the 
very  hafty  mode  of  my  departure ;  to  all  which 
fny  relation,  thiV  illuftrious  Prince  attentively 
ihd  gracioufly  liftcned.  Full  of  the  higheft  con- 
•  K  fidcncc 


130  THELIFEOI' 

fidence  in  his  juftice,  gcncrofity,  and  dirccfh- 
ment,  I  ventured  to  implore  his  royal  protec- 
tion, and  permiflion  to  flay  with  his  army.  This 
I  the  more  boldly  did,  as  I  well  knew  him  to 
be  a  foldier,  and  perfedlly  incapable  of  any  thing 
but  great  and  benevolent  accions.  He  was  indeed 
endued  with  a  foul  which  was  worthy  the  ex- 
alted ftation  he  held. 

I  likewifc  made  my  fituation  known  to  the 
gallant  veteran  General  Wurmfer,  who  com- 
manded the  Auftrian  army,  and  who,  though  far 
advanced  in  years,  feemed  to  lofe  all  fenfe  of  his 
age  in  the  hour  of  exertion;  he  then  indeed 
Jfhewed  all  the  fire  of  youth ;  and  if  he  fell 
fhort  in  activity,  his  knowledge,  his  Ikill,  and 
the  maturity  of  his  judgment,  more  than  com- 
penfated  for  the  deficiency. 

The  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  with  the 
Pruflian  army,  and  was  left  to  command,  when 
his  Pruflian  Majefty  took  the  refolution  to  retire 
to  his  own  territories.  The  brave  Conde  was 
there  with  his  little  army  of  heroes,  but  never 
was  General  better  qualified  to  command  the 
moft  numerous.  When  he,  from  power,  frotxv 
extreme  wealth  and  fplendor,  was  with  the 
whole  of  the  nobility  of  France,  fwept  away 
from  his  habitation,  by  the  revolutionary  tor- 
rent, he  did  not  difpair.  Deprived  of  his  riches, 
he  abridged  his  cxpences;  from  a  truly  princely- 
board 
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Iboard  reduced  his  dinner  to  a  few  dilhes,  and 
invited  always  a  certain  number  of  his  followers 
in  rotation.  In  the  field  with  his  little  army  he 
did  every  thing  that  could  be  performed;  and 
fo  compleatly  mailer  is  he  of  every  part  of  the 
fcience  of  war,  that  he  commanded  the  good 
wifties  of  all  who  knew  how  to  appreciate  his 
merits.  His  private  life  was  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree amikble;  a  fincere  friend^  a  polifhed  and 
cheerful  companion;  the  evenneft  of  his  difpo- 
ifition,  and  the  benignity  of  his  heart,  attached 
to  him  all  who  approached  him. 

Soon  after  the  affair  of  Pirkafens  and  tVeiffem-^ 
iouYg^  the  King  of  Pruffia  withdrew  from  the 
field,  and  returned  to  his  own  dominions,  leav- 
ing (as  I  before  obfervedj  the  gallant  reigning 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  command  the  Pruflian 
•army.  This  diftinguifhed  General's  aftonilhing 
talents  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe,  as  they 
far  tranicend  my  abilities;  but  to  him,  and  to 
tvery  other  General,  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
ample  juftice  in  a  publication  I  now  do  my- 
felf  the  honour  to  announce,  and  of  which  I 
have  already  given  fome  intimation.  This 
^vill  contain  a  complete  account,  illuftrated  with 
the  moft  accurate  maps  and  plans  of  every  re- 
markable movement  made  by  the  allied  armies 
during  the  three  firft  campaigns  of  the  war. 
As  accurate  plans  are  not  eafily  forced  to  de- 
k  a  ccive. 
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ceive,  military  men,  who  were  not  there,  will 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  the 
Generals  I  have  named,  did  or  did  not  defcrvc 
my  praife. 

When  the  King  of  Pruflla  retired,  all  my 
hopes  vanifhed  into  air;  ruined  in  .my  fortunes, 
without  home,  without  expectation  of  employ 
whichever  \\ay  I  turned  my  eyes,  the  profpedfc 
was  equally  dreary  ;  an'd,  as  if  the  hand  of  fate 
was  lifted  to  my  deltruclion,  I  juft  then  re- 
ceived a  defperate  wound,  under  the  pain  of 
which  I  long  languilhed. 

Worn  out  with  fatigue,  fainting  with  the 
lofs  of  blood,  and  ftill  more  tortured  with  the 
anguifh  arifing  from  the  contemplation  of  the 
immenfity  of  my  undeferved  misfortunes,  a  re- 
treat was  neceflary;  but,  alas !  where  was  I  to 
find  it  ?  or  who  would  open  a  hofpitablc  door 
to  a  poor  wounded  foldier,  though  I  hope,  at 
lead,  in  that  capacity  not  degraded  ?  Thefe 
melancholy  refledions  had  reduced  me  to  a 
fhadow,  and  I  looked  forward  to  death  as  the 
moft  defirable  of  events.  Thus  circumftanced 
1  was  induced  to  take  up  my  refidence  in  a 
little  town  of  the  interior,  till  my  health  fhould 
again  enable  me  to  draw  my  fword. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

fbe  author's  affair  with  Mrs.  S. — Cbara£ler  of 
Col.  S. — The  author  fets  out  for  Augfburgin  Sua^ 
bia^  accompanied  by  Mrs.  S. — Becomes  acquainted 
zvitb  Baron  D'Ompteda. — Reaches  Augfburg.-^ 
Suddenly  arrejled  there^  on  the  requifition  of  the 
the  Baron  D'Ompteda. — ne  Baron  arrives  at 
Augfburg,  and  makes  fome  vague  general  charges. 
— Demands  all  the  author's  papers  in  the  name  of 
his  Britannic  Majejly. — The  author  writes  to  Mr.. 
Dundas. — IVas  extremely  well  treated  during  his 
confinement. — Receives  a  letter  from  Mr.  IValpole 
with  an  official  denial  on  the  part  of  the  Britifb 
government^  of  any  knowledge  qf  the  tranfa£lion. — 
Decree  of  the  Senate  of  Augjburg. — Re?narks  on 
the  decree  of  the  Senate. — Kind  behaviour  of  Mr^ 
IValpole. 

It  has  been  hitherto  my  ftudy  to  conceal  female 
frailties ;  for  though  I  by  no  means  pretend  to 
the  charader  of  a  ftoic,  there  is  a  bafenefs  in 
publiftiing  any  thing  which  can  hurt  the  feelings 
of  thofe  whom  heaven  meant  us  to  proted:, 
which  my  foul  abhors.  Yet  I  am  now  obliged 
to  bring  forward  to  the  public  an  amiable  wo- 
man, who  owes  her  misfortunes  to  her  hulbands 
K  3  brutaliy  ; 
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brutality ;  a  woman  who,  adorned  by  very  po- 
lite accomplifliment,  and  calculated  by  nature 
to  charm,  would  be  an  cverlarting  fund  of  hap« 
pinefs  to  the  man  who  had.fenfe  to  efteem  her 
worth. 

Colonel  S.  was  the  hufband  of  this  lady ; 
and  he  of  all  men  leaft  knew,  and  leafl  dcferve^ 
female  merit  in  a  companion ;  infenfible  alike 
to  love  and  honour,  he  regarded  a  wife  only 
for  what  flic  brought  him  ;  il'her  purfe  was  but 
to  his  mind,  he  cared  not  for  h.  r  perfon.  This 
extraordinary  Colonel  having  publiflied  a  molt 
fcurrilous  pamphlet  co;Kcrning  me,  I  fliall  give 
the  public  fomc  opportunity  of  judging  between 
Uti  :  not  that  I  fliould  notice  any  of  his  libels 
fo  far  as  I  am  alone  concerned;  but  as  his  wife,* 
and  even  her  relations,  or  th.>fe  whom  he  thought 
proper  to  call  fo,  came  in  for  fo  large  a  Ihare 
of  mifreprefentation  and  abufe,  that  the  fale  of 
his  work  was  (topped  for  far  of  a  profecution  ; 
I  feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  refute  his  calum- 
nies. However,  we  are  not  the  only  objedls  of 
his  fcurriliuy,  as  fome  time  before,  without 
knowing  hovv  to  write,  he  publiflicd  a  pam« 
.phlet  ill  which  he  abufcs  ahnGf:  every  man 
whofe  name  he  knows,  and  has  even  the  impu-^ 
dence  to  level,  particularly  the  low-  flander  of 
his  malignant  pen,  at  that  illufirious  chara(5ler 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Elgin  ;  fortunately  for  the  author, 
the  blackguard  ftupidity  of  the  performance 
took  away  its  fting. 

His  origin  is  not  worth  tracing,  but  he  firft 
ranked  as  a  Colonel  in  1786,  among  the  revol- 
ters  in  Brabant ;    whence  after  their  defeat  he 
fled  to   Paris.      He  there    became  acquainted 
with  his  wife,  who  ufed  to  vifit  a  family  of  i»c- 
fp.edability,  with  whom  he  was  in  fome  degree 
of  intimacy.     The  lady  was.  not  then  quite  fcr 
venteen,  and  through  his  perfuafions,  was  in- 
duced  to  confent  to  a  private  marriage.     Thi$ 
flep,  as  might  be  expeded,  much  offended  her 
father,  who  refufcd  to  give  any  fortune  to   the 
/Colonel,  but,  confented   to  allow  her  a  yearly 
income  for  her  own  ufe ;    which  the    Colonel 
however  turning  to  his  purpofes,  fhe  became 
.obliged  to  fend  her  little  bills  for  millinary  and 
fuch  like  to  the  old  gentleman.     Finding  how 
the    money  he  allowed  was  employed,  he  with- 
jdrew  that  fund,    but    continued    to  pay    her 
bills. 

This  gallant  Colonel  next  applied  himfelf  to 
the  Princes  of  France,  who  were  juft  then  gone 
to  Coblentz,  foliciting  leave  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment for  them.  As  he  knew  the  effeds  of  beauty 
on  menofprofcffed  gallantry,  he  conftantly  made 
his  wife  the  bearer  pfhis  meflages  ;  thus  at  once 
cxpofing  her  to  every  temptation/ and  plainly 
K  ^       .  proving 
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proving  to  the  world  that  he  did  not  think  he^ 
virtue  a  price  by  any  means,  too  high  for  his 
own  promotion.  Still  however  her  fame  re- 
mained unfpoutcd ;  nor  was  it  till  flie  was  molt 
cruelly  treated  by  him,  till  blows  were  added 
to  infults  of  every  other  kind,  and  till  fhe  was 
left  unprotected  in  a  garrifon  town,  amidft  fc- 
veral  hundred  ofliccrs,  each  of  whom  was  ftriving 
to  fhew  himfelf  as  far  as  podible  the  contraft 
of  her  hulband,  that  fnc  fell. 

That  flie  fell  into  my  hands,  was  more  owing 
to  the  gentlencfs  of  her  own  heart  than  my  de- 
fert.  True  it  is  chat  I  left  nothing  undone  that 
I  could  devifc ;  but  though  (lie  feemed  to  view 
my  fituation  with  pity,  for  I  was  then  fick  and 
diftrefled,  and  (he  had  feen  me  in  highly  ho- 
nourable circumftances,  and  the  favourite  of  the 
great,  it  was  long  before  a  tender  paflion  took 
place. 

After  fome  time  I  went  to  Auglburg  in  Suau 
bia,  and  in  my  road  thither,  paflcd  through  Ra- 
tifbon.  Here,  amongothers,  1  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Baron  D'Omprcda,  Hanoverian  En- 
voy to  the  diet  ;  I  likewifc  had  the  pleafure  of 
finding  the  Count  de  Gocrtz,  >\ho  had,  as  I  be- 
fore mentioned,  given  me  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, while  Pruflian  miinifter  in  Ruflia, 
to  his  brother  at  Potfdam,  w^ho  was  Aid-de- 
camp 
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pamp  to  Frederic  the  Great,  when  1  vifited  that 
i:elebrated  garrifon  in  the  end  of  the  year  1784. 

The  feverity  of  my  indifpofitiori  had  delayed 
me  many  weeks  upon  the  road,  and  my  expences 
had  already  far  exceeded  my  calculation^  the 
trifling  fum  too,  which  was  yet  due  to  me  from 
the  army,  was  by  my  own  appointment  to  be 
remitted  to  me,  at  the  place  of  my  deftination: 
I  therefore  at  leaving  Ratijhon^  borrowed  32 
louis  of  the  Baron  D'Ompteda,  for  which  \ 
gave  him  my  bill. 

I  continued  my  journey,  and  reached  Augjburg 
ivithout  any  material  occurrence;  but  I  had  not 
been  many  days  there,  before  I  met  with  an  ad- 
yenture  difagreeable  enough  for  the  time.  As 
foon  as  I  was  fixed  at  my  hotel,  I  communica-r 
ted  to  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Dundas  a  plaa 
which  I  had  formed,  and  which  though  a  very 
bold  one  had  been  honoured  with  the  a^pproba- 
tion  of  feveral  diftinguiftied  military  charadlers- 
For  its  execution  I  had  found  near  three  hun- 
dred volunteers;  the  majority  of  them  had  been 
officers  under  Louis  XVI.  and  all  alked  no  other 
reward  than  the.  fandion  of  the  Britifli  govern- 
ment, and  to  proceed  to.  the  attack  under  my 
diredion.  I  was  now  fo  far  recovered,  that  I 
felt  myfelf  ready  to  bleed  again;  and  1  once 
ijiore  ventured  to  cherifh  hopes,  that  I  might  be 
jfufFered  to  profit  by  my  exertions  \yithout  fur- 
ther 


ther  moleftation,  or  perfecution;  premptntA^ 
courage,  and  ir.y  Avord  were  my  only  fortune^ 
nor  could  I  fo  thriftily  employ  it  as  in  the  har«r 
ycft  of  danger. 

J  flattered  myfclfwith  vain  exped^tionj,  &r 
^t  that  moment,  a  r.cw  perfecution  was  levellec} 
at  me,  from  a  quarter  whence  I  leaft  cxpe<3x4 
fo  bafe  an  attack. 

It  v/as  I  believe  on  the  firft  of  December  1793, 
I  was  fitting  on  a  fopha,  in  the  room  I  occupi-* 
cd,  in  my  hotel,  in  the  very  acl  of  fealing  a  fc- 
cond  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  renewing  my  folici- 
tations  to  be  employed  in  the  enterprife  I  Ea4 
already  defcribed  to  him.  Mrs.  S.  was  fitting 
by  me,  little  fufpeding  that  any  evil  awaited 
us — when  in  a  moment,  two  different  folding 
doors,  which  opened  into  my  room,  at  oppoHtc 
angles,  were  violently  burft  open,  and  I  wait 
inftantaneoufly  encircled,  by  a  detachment  of 
•infantry,  to  the  number  of  thirty-fix.  They 
were  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant,  who  tolcj  mc 
I  was  his  prifoner;  I  afKcd  him  on  what  ac- 
count, but  this  he  refufed  to  tell  mc,  or  by  what 
authority  he  came  to  arreft  me;  I  therefore  re- 
fufed to  obey,  ?.nd  afiumed  a  pofirion  of  refift- 
ance,  till  I  ftio'uld  be  fatisfied  by  what  right  he 
prcfumed  to  aft  in  fuch  a  manner.  The  acfling 
Burgomafler  was  at  .hand,  and  immediately  en- 
tc^iing  the  room,  afliircd  me  that  the  magiftratcs 

were 
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yere  themfelvcs  ignorant  of  the  cauje^  but  that 
^)y  a[rreft  wa^  in  confequenpe  of  a  requeft,  mad^ 
by  B^roft  D'Ompteda,  the  Hanoverian  Envoy ^ 
at  Raiijhon,  in  the  name  of  bis  Britannic  Majefty. 

His  letter  having  been  read  to  me,  I  furren- 
dered  immediately,  as  1  kneU'  that  the  city  of 
Aug(burg,  at  the  requeft  of  any  Sovereign 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  is  bound  by  law  to  arreft 
any  perfon  ^nd  detain  hirn  for  areafonable  time, 
to  fee  if  any  charge  is  brought  forward  againft 
tim.  N/ev.erthelefs  I  could  by  no  means  com- 
prehend for  what  caufe  his  Britannic  Majefty 
had  defir^d  my  arreft,  and  I  was  equally  at  a 
lofs  to  know  how  the  Hanoverian  Envoy,  could 
ac9:  in  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
when  there  was  a  British  Envoy  then  actually 
refident  at  Ratift>on.  Bcfides,  my  confciencc 
told  me  that  I  had  never  by  any  adl  whatever 
done,  or  meant  to  do,  the  fmalleft  harm  to 
the  perfon  or  interefts  of  my  Sovereign,  towards 
whom  I  had  ever  borne  the  moft  unftiaken  af- 
fe&ion  a;nd  loyalty. 

With  thefe  rcfledions  I  canfoled  myfelf ;  at 
the  fame  tiiae  that  I  endeavoured  to  affuage  the 
alarm  of  the  unfortunate  lady,  who  had  accom- 
panied me ;  I  affured  her  that  there  7nu/l  be  fome 
«iifta/ke  in  the  bufinefs,  that  a  few  days  mufi 
clear  the  iwholc  up,  and  th^n  I  ftiould  be  fet  at 
liberty. 

That 
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That  night  I  remained  at  the  hotel,  under  ai 
guaid  of  th:rty-fix  men;  but  as  fuch  a  croud  oc- 
caiioPifd  much  confufion  and  trouble  in  rhc 
houfc,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  put  the  mafter  to 
fuch  inconvenience,  I  was  next  morning,  atm/ 
own  rcqucft,  removed  to  the  town-houfe.  Two 
\cry  comfortable  apartments  were  prepared  for 
mc;  an  officer  attended  me,  and  there  were  con* 
ftantly  four  foldicrs  in  the  anti-chamber;  I  wa& 
likewifc  rcfjf^d  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink,  and  my 
paper>  were  all  kized ;  but  Mrs.  S.  was  per- 
mitted to  come  to  me  every  morning,  and  re- 
main till  evening,  but  always  in  the  prefencc  of 
rhc  ofikcr. 

The  moment  of  my  arreft,  an  exprefs  had 
been  fent  off  to  Ratilbon,  to  Baron  D'Omptcda, 
and  we  waited  with  fome  impatience  the  charges 
he  was  to  exhibit  againft  me.  In  a  few  days  the 
Baron  arrived,  and  came  to  the  very  hotel  where 
I  had  lodged,  and  where  Mrs.  S.  ftill  continued 
to  refide;  he  found  fault  in  a  very  high  tone,  at 
the  permifllon  (lie  had  to  vifit  me,  myfterioufly 
pretending  that  my  crimes  were  of  great  magni- 
tude, but  ftill  without  condefcending  to  parti-^ 
cularize  nr?!  one. 

jlii^Jhin-j^  l)eing  a  free  imperial  city,  gov!*rned 
by  its  own  fcnate,  in  whom  the  fovereignty  re^ 
jides,  lic  was  obliged  to  give  fome  fort  of  account 
of  the  authority  under  which  he  demanded  mc 

to 
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to  be  arrefted  and  detained  in  doje-cufiody.  He 
now  dared,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
to  require  that  all  my  papers  fhould  be  delivered 
to  him  and  his  advocate,  whom,  (the  more  to 
Ihew  that  he  afted  in  an  official  capacity,)  he 
ftyled  his  charge  d' affairs ,  for  their  infpedlion. 

The  confequence  of  his  making  this  demand 
in  fuch  a  high  official  ftyle,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  was  my  arreftation,  a  tranflation  of 
the  decree,  for  which  purpofe,  I  here  annex,  the 
original  in  German  being  depofited  with  the 
publilher. 

TRANSLATION. 
EXTRACT. 

PROTOCOLLI    CONSULARIS. 

(Done  at  Augjburgb  llth  December  1793  J 

*'  His  Excellency BaronD*Ompteda,;«/>/{y?^rc/' 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Lienor  of  Brunfwick 
Lunehurg^  at  the  diet  of  Ratilbone,  after  having 
examined  the  papers  of  Mr.  Lifle,  declares,  in 
the  quality  of  requirer,  in  the  name  oihis  Britifh 
Majejiy^  for  the  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Lifle, 
calling  himfclf  a  Dutch  Major,  as  a  Scotch  fub- 
jedl;  and  being  under  the  neceflity  of  going 

from 
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from  hence,  in  the  courfe  of  to-morrow,  he  a]^« 
points  Mr.  Kephalidcs,  I.  U.  D.  prefent  at  the 
pcrufing  of  the  aforefaid  papers,  for  his  chargi 
d* affaire  in  the  whole  caufe.** 

My  confinement  was  therefore  continued  in  d 
ftill  clofer  manner.  Mrs.  S.  was  denied  the  li- 
berty of  feeing  me,  and  even  my  two  fcrvants 
were  from  the  firft,  as  clofely  confined  as  my- 
felf.  A  croud  of  circumftances  now  preffcd 
upon  my  mind,  and  a  kind  of  elucidation  of  my 
myfterious  imprifonment,  feemed  to  glim- 
mer before  me.  I  recolledled  that  Baron  D* 
Ompteda,  had  always  attempted  to  be />^r//Vtt/ar 
with  Mrs.  S.  and  he  might  probably  think  that 
my  confinement,  and  his  threats  would  ftarve 
and  intimidate  her  into  compliance.  In  my  owii 
Gondudt  I  could  find  nothing  of  which  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  had  any  reafon  to  complain.  I 
therefore  applied  x.o  the  magiftrates  for  leave  td 
write  to  the  Britiili  Government,  which  being 
granted,  I  fent  the  following  letter  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  to  whom  I  had  indeed  before  found 
means  of  privately  writing  a  few  lines, 

"  tTb  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  DuNDASi 

*'  SIR, 

"  Augsburg,  Jan.  7,  1794* 

^*  I  HAVE  already  had  the  honor  to  ac- 
quaint you,  with  the  very  fingular  manner  in 

which 
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which  I  have  been  arrefted  and  confined  au 
Jecret  by  the  Baron  D'Dmpteda,  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  without,  however  the  Baron  having 
flicwn  any  order  for  fuch  condudl;  that  arrcfE 
dill  continues,  to-morrow  it  is  five  weeks  fincc 
it  commenced. 

*'  As  a  Britifli  fubjed:.  Sir,  permit  me  to  rc^ 
queft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  fay,  whether 
the  Britifh  Government  has  any  demands  on 
myperfon?  And  whether  the  Baron  D'Ompteda 
has  been  charged  to  arreft  me  in  the  name  of  his 
Majefty  ?  And  if  fuch  an  order  has  been  given, 
at  what  time  it  was' forwarded  to  the  Baron? 
This  is  a  juftice  which  a  Britifli  Minifter  will 
not  deny,  and  which  will  enable  me  to  expofc 
and  punifti  a  man,  who  I  am  convinced  fearches 
my  deftrudlion,  in  hopes  by  that  me'ans  to  re- 
move a  barrier,  which  lays  between  him  and 
the  poffeflion  of  a  woman,  by  whofe  charms  he 
is  captivated. 

"  The  unrelenting  fury  with  which  he  perfe- 
cutesmc,  and  theadlof  oppreffion  with  which  he 
difgraces  himfclf,and  the  diplomatique  body,  by 
committing,  prove  that  he  is  actuated  by  fome 
motive  which  touches  him  nearly,  and  that  mo- 
tive muft  be  what  1  fufped. 

"  You  well  know^  Sir,  that  in  fpiteofthedif- 
advantages  which  I  labour  under,  no  man  has 
becntoorc  indefatigable  than  I  have  been  to  re- 
cover 
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cover  myfelf ;  I  have  continually  folicited  the 
mod  defpcratc  expeditions  from  yourfelf.  Ana 
the  general  officers  under  wHom  I  have  fervcd 
ivill  vouch  that  while  at  the  army,  I  was  ever 
clofe  to  the  points  of  the  enemy's  bayonets.  As 
a  proof  of  my  good  conduct,  Sir,  at  a  moment 
when  I  was  without  protection,  and  furrounded 
by  malignant  enemies,  the  firft  Captain's  under 
heaven  gave  mc  their  confidence,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  a  reward  for  my  alacrity 
gave  me  a  Majority  in  the  army  of  the  ftatc. 

"  I  rely  on  yourjuftice  as  a  minifter,  your  hu- 
manity I  have  already  experienced:  aind  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  all  that  refped,  to  whicK 
your  perfonal  merit,  and  high  fituation  intitle 
you, 

"  Sir,^ 

*'  Your  moft  humble 

*'  And  very  devoted  fervant/ 

(Signed)  "  I.  G.  Lisle, 

Major/* 

*'  Pleafe,  Sir,  to  obferve  that  I  complain  not  ot 
the  magiftrates  of  this  place,  far  from  it;  they 
are  perfedtly  difpofed  to  humanity  and  juftice, 
they  only  comply  with  the  requeft  made  in  the 
name  of  the  Kini:^:  was  fuch  a  requeft  made  with 
authority,  I  myfelf  would  bow  with  fubmifi. 
fion." 

I  wasr 
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I  was  extremely  well  treated  during  my  con- 
finement, an  excellent  table  being  kept  for  me  ; 
and  my  fervants  were  boarded  at  a  confiderable 
cxpence  in  the  town  houfe.  A  table  was  like- 
wife  kept  for  Mrs.  S,  at  our  hotel  in  the  fame 
ftylc  as  we  had  lived  there,  of  which  I  need 
hardly  fay,  .that  it  was  not  inelegant.  In 
the  mean  time  fhe  had  addrefled  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Walpole,  his  Britannic  Majefty's  minifter 
at  Munich, .  in  which  (he  had  ftated  the  cafe 
fo  far  as  came  to  her  knowledge. 

I  had  remained  in  prifon  about  fix  weeks 
from  the  time  I  had  wrote  to  Mr.  Dundas, 
anxioufly  expecting  fome  determination  from 
the  court  of  Great  Britain,  when  Mr.  Walpole 
wrote  to  me,  and-tranfmitted  the  following  ex- 
trad:  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Grenville  :  "  The 
*'  Britifli  government  has  not  demanded  the 
'^  arreflation  of  Major  Lifle,  nor  has  his  Bri- 
^*  tifh  Majefty  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft 
"him." 

Baron  D*Ompteda  had  given  orders  that  all 
letters  addrefled  to  me  fhould  be  flopped  at 
the  poft-ofEce ;  but  this  being  diredled  to  me 
at  the  town-houfe,  went  to  the  magiftrates, 
who  opened  and  fent  it  to  me  in  that  flate. 
I  at  firft  refufed  to  receive  it,  and  aflced  them 
if  they  did  not  know  that  it  came  officially 
from  a  Britifli  minifler.  They  replied,  that  they 

L  did; 
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did;  but  that  D'Omptcda,  in  the  charaAer  of 
his  Majefty's  Envoy,  had  taken  all  confequen^ 
ces  upon  himfelf;  and  thus  was  I  forced  for 
the  time,  to  fubmit  to  the  infults  of  a  man^ 
vfho,  intrenched  deep  in  his  diplomatic  fitua* 
tion,  evaded  the  effects  of  law,  which  juftly 
awaited  the  audacious  impolition  he  had  prac* 
ticed  on  the  Senate  of  Augjlmrg^  by  profaning 
the  name  of  his  royal  matter. 

The  confequence  of  Lord  Grcnvillc*«  decla^ 
ration  was,  that  I  was  immediately  difchargcd 
from  prifon,  and  the  Senate  pronounced  the 
following  decree : 

(TRANSLATION.) 

(Decree  of  the  Senate  of  Augfburg.) 

Tuesday,  the  \ix\\Qi  March ^  '794* 

"  HIS  ExcellencyBaron  D*Ompteda,  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Eleflor  of  Brunfivick  Lune^ 
hurgy  at  the  diet  of  Ratiibon,  having  requefted 
the  arrefting  of  Major  Liflc,  pretending  he 
was  an  impollor,  and  having  taken  on  himfelf 
every  confequence  of  this  imprifonment^  and 
making  himfelf  anfwerable  for  it,  his  requeft 
was  granted.  But  as  his  Excellency  has  not 
juftified   this   imprifonment,    cither    by     the 

chargea 
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tharges  of  which  h^  accufed  the  Major,  and 
which  were  ps^rtly  of  no  confeqqcnce,  partly 
not  verified,  or  having  fhewn  any  authority 
from  the  Britifh  Court,  (which,  as  he  declared, 
was  int^reft^d  in  theft  charges)  for  ip joking  the 
requeft  of  arrefting  him  in  its  name^  or  having 
juftified  it  on  ;tccount  of  the  reclamation  of 
3«  Louis,  lent  to  the  Major,  thi3  iniprifon- 
ment  of  which  the  expences  ftU  on  hi^  Excel- 
lency is  fini{bed>  and  the  Major  enlarged  on 
conditions  of  engaging  hinafelf  on /)^ro/^  d'hott'^ 
n€Uf\  not  to  leave  this  town  or  its  territory  with- 
out having  paid  the  32  J^ouis.  With  regard 
to  further  fatisfaAion,  the  Major,  according  to 
his  own  declaration,  muft  addrefs  himfelf  to  th^ 
King,  his  mafter. 

"  Alfo,  that  the  paper  exhibited  the  20th  of 
January,  cwn  adjunSis^  fiiall  be  communicated 
in  copia  to  Dr.  Kaphalides,  his  Excellency's  Au 


© 


I  mull  here  intrcat  the  reader  to  obferve  the 
different  ftylc  in  which  the  Baron  is  defcribed 
in  this,  and  in  the  cjecrec  of  arreftation,  in  which 
he  is  called,  "  Mmifieroftbe  King  of  Great  Brl^ 
**  tain  and  EleSor  of  Brunfwic  Lnncburg^**  as  he 

L  2  had 
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had  announced  himfclf :  But  now  the  veil:  of  im-* 
pofition  was  removed,  and  they  ftyle  him  what  he 
really  was,  "  Minijicr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  EleSor 
"  of  Brunfwick  Liineburg\'"  and  to  the  perfon 
whom  he  appointed  charge  d^affairs,  they  give 
the  title  only  oi  Attorney.  The  charges  he  brought 
againft  me  arc  fcverely,  but  juftly  characterized, 
and  his  pretended  authority  declared  not  to 
cxift.  But  the  difgrace  of  the  tranfactron  did 
not  perhaps  wound  the  Baron  fo  deep  as  the 
expences;  for  as  he  had  taken  every  confequcncc 
upon  himfelf,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  all  that  had 
been  incurred  by  my  arrcft,  amounting  to  a 
fum  far  exceeding  my  ideas,  and  far  too  heavy 
for  his  purfe  to  bear  without  much  inconve- 
nience. I  pofitively  refufed  to  fubmit  to  that 
part  of  the  decree,  which  required  me  to  give 
my  word  not  to  leave  the  territories  of  AugC 
burg,  till  I  had  paid  the  Baron  his  32  Louis- 
d'ors;  for  as  I  could  obtain  no  fatisfaction  for 
my  imprifonment  without  the  tedious,  and  per- 
haps fruitlcfs  mode  of  applying  to  court,  I  was 
refolved  to  detain  the  only  trifling  indemnity  I 
could  hope  for. 

I  was  much  indebted  on  this  difagreeable  oc- 
cafion  to  Mr.  Walpolc,  who  fliewcd  me  many 
eflemial  marks  of  friendfliip.  I  cannot  attri- 
bute thcfe  to  any  perfonal  attachment,  as  I  had 
only  fecn   him   in  my  way  lo  Augfburg,  as   I 

paired 
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pa'ffed  Munich ;  but  the  grofs  infult  offered  to 
him  in  his  official  capacity,  by  a  man  who  dared 
to  his  face  ufurp  his  privileges  for  the  word 
of  purpofes,  to  ferve  which  he  likewife  auda- 
cioufly  proftituted  the  name  of  his  Sovereign, 
might  induce  him  to  enquire  into  the  affair ; 
an  enquiry  would  convince  him  of  the  injury  I 
was  fuflaining  by  fuch  clofe  and  unwarrantable 
confinement,  and  this  probably  made  him  con- 
fider  me  as  entitled  to  his  protection. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

More  accounts  of  the  nature  of  the  author* s  confine^ 
ment.— Finds  means  to  convey  a  letter  to  the  Duke 
Frederick  of  Brunfwick. — Receives  a  letter  from 

that  great  General  in  the  fnoji  flattering  terms. 

Receives  indulgences  from  the  magiftrates. — JVritcs 
a  letter  to  Baron  D'Ompteda. — Copy  of  it. — The 
Baron  rather  chufes  to  fit  down  difgraced,  than  to 
give  the  fatisfaflion  required. — Goes  to  Manheim. 
— A  droll  manoeuvre  there. — Receives  a  bayonet 
wound. — Proceeds  to  Cologne  and  Aix-la^Chapelle, 
where  he  finds  Colonel  S.  has  been  bullying  in  bis 
abfence.—Goes  to  Holland^  hears  the  fame  ac^ 
accounts,  but  cannot  find  the  Colonel. -^Arrives  in 
L  3  England, 
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England,  where  the  Colonel  has  been  more  loudt 
feeks  btm  by  every  Jlratagem  and  in  every  place ^ 
but  in  vain. 

1  MUST  now  return  again  to  what  paflbd  du- 
ring friy  confinement ;  I  had  one  fervant  aflfiglied 
me  by  the  Sfenatt  to  attend  on  me,  and  to  him 
I  was  obliged  to  fpeak  in  the  language  which 
the  officer  who  was  with  me  underftood.  My 
diet  and  lodging  was  perfeftly  good,  and  even 
elegant.  Notwithftanding  all  this  ftridlnefs,  \ 
however  found  the  means  of  conveying  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  praying  of 
that  juftly  renowned  General  to  give  me  a  cer- 
tificate of  fervice.  This  letter  was  forwardedl 
through  the  means  of  a  Pruffian  officer  who  wa^ 
there  recruiting  for  the  Duke's  o\yn  regi- 
ment. 

The  brave  Duke  Frederic,  with  that  foldier- 
like  promptnefs  which  diftinguiflies  every  adlion 
of  his  life,  immediately  fent  me  a  moft  flatter- 
ing certificate,  which  I  likewife  contrived  tp 
receive  privately.  As  foon  as  I  had  read  it, 
I  fent  it  to  the  Senate,  who  were  aftoniflied  how 
I  could  manage  fuch  a  bufinefs  ;  but  though  they 
were  very  defirous  ofknowing/;tf'a;it  was  done,  I 
gave  them  no  fatisfadion  on  that  fubjeft. 

About  a  week  before  the  arrival  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  letter,  the  burgomafters  plainly  percciv-. 

ing 
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ing  that  D'Omptcda  could  not  bring  forward 
even  the  Ihadow  of  a  charge  againft  me^  and 
QAfp^Aing  from  various  circumftances  that  he 
aded  in  the  n^me  of  his  Britannic  M^jefty  with* 
out  authority^  gave  me  the  liberty  of  walking 
about  the  town  with  a  fingle  guard,  more  by  way 
of /pjin  than  fecuriiy*  The  firft  ufe  I  made  of 
tfcis  privilege,  was  to  write  to  the  Baron  in  a 
xnanoer  to  try  whether  he  could  fheltcr  his  want 
of  courage,  as  well  as  his  want  of  honour  behind 
his  diplomatic  cha,rac^ter. 

That  letter  having  had  no  efFed,  I  fcnt  him 
anQthejr  in  French  which  I  made  public,  and 
aC  which  the  following  is  an  eyad  tranflation'*'. 

^*  TfiMis  [^xcellfncy  Bjvron  JD'Ompteda. 
^*  Hanoverian  Envoy, 

''  Ratisbon. 

*'  Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  demand  an  explana- 
tion of  your  condud  towards  me. 

^^  I  ft.  By  what  title  pr  by  what  right  have  you 
had  the  temerity  to  order  me  to  be  arrefted?  was 
it  as  Minifter  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ?  But 
were  you.  Sir,  inverted  withthat  chatader?  You 
wbp  ^re  oi)ly  received  at  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon  as 

^  fiQr.th,e.original»  fee  t}ie  Appendix. 

L  4  Minifter 
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Minifter  of  the  Elector  of  Brunfwick  Luneburg. 
and  in  whom  the  Senate  of  Auglburg  has  only 
acknowledged  that  title  in  its  decree  of  the  11th 
of  March  1794,  which  is  here  fubjoined. 

"  You  have  then  done  wrong  to  afiume  tho 
quality  of  Minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  as 
in  the  act  done  at  Auglburg  the  i  ith  of  Decem- 
ber 1793,  of  which  I  fend  you  a  faithful  extract. 
It  is  not  then  by  this  title  that  you  can  have  any 
?^uthority  over  me, 

"  Was  it  as  being  authorized  by  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty  ?  But  how  could  you  have  the  im- 
pudence to  make  the  aflertion  ?  When  you  know 
that  the  real  Minifter  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  at  Ratift)on,  has  declared  that  his  Court 
has  not  demanded  my  arrcftation,  and  that  the 
King  has  no  fubjcct  of  complaint  againft  me. 

^*  adly.  Suppofing  you  to  have  been  invcftcd 
with  all  the  titles  which  you  have  had  the  pre- 
fumption  to  arrogate  to  yourfclf,  did  my  con- 
duct merit  fuch  hard' treatment  on  your  part?. 
The  flattering  tcftimonials  and  honourable  em- 
ployment which  have  been  beftowed  on  m^  by 
the  Princes,  under  whofe  ftandards  I  have  fer- 
vcd,  fufficiently  vindicate  my  actions. 

**  I  will  not  here  fpcak  of  my  campaigns  in  the 
fervice  of  Ruffia,  nor  of  thofe  I  made  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  army  of  his  Britannic  Majefty/ my 
Sovereign  ;  but  I  fpeak  of  the  manner  in  which  I 

difplaycci 
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difplayed  myfcjtf  in  1793,  when  fighting  under 
the  commands  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
pf  Brunfwick  Oeis,  and  afterwards  thofe  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange.  The 
honourable  rank  which  this  Auguft  Prince 
granted  me  in  the  armies  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles,  proves  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  me  ; 
and  if  I  have  been  deficient  in  my  duty,  it  is 
for  him,  not  for  you  to  complain  of  i;. 

'*  After  having  made  me  undergo  the  mofl; 
unjuft  vexations,  by  condemning  me  for  three 
months  to  the  horrors  of  a  prifon,  where  I,  as 
well  as  my  fervants  were  detained  in  the 
clofcft  cuftody ;  and  after  I  have  ftaid  another 
month  in  this  city  in  order  to  give  you  time 
to  prove  the  accufations  you  brought  againftme^ 
of  which  you  were  unable  to  verify  even  one  ; 
there  remains  for  you  now.  Sir,  only  to  give  mc 
an  explanation  of  thefe  iniquitous  proceedings  ; 
you  know  the  kind  of  reparation  I  demand;  you 
wifhed  to  difgrace  me  before  the  face  of  Europe, 
^nd  it  is  before  the  face  of  Europe  that  I  dc-. 
piand  the  fatisfaction  due  to  me. 

•  *  I  wait  your  anfwer, 

''  And  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed;  ^'  J.   G.  Lisle, 
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Previous  to  thefe  tranfadions  I  had  prevailed 
on  Mrs.  S.  to  leave  Augfburg;  for  as  there 
fccmcd  to  me  no  end  to  the  Baron*s  lli..ffllngand 
chicane,  I  who  was  no  way  verfed  in  fuch  prac- 
tices, was  determined  to  give  him  an  invitation^ 
to  finilh  the  affair  a  little  more  in  my  own  way: 
I  was  therefore  anxious  to  remove  her  from  a 
probable  fcene  of  diftrcfs.  The  letters  I  fcnt 
him  certainly  contained  hints  plain  enough  to 
betaken;  as  he,  however,  fcemed  very  dull  of 
apprehenfion,  I  determined  to  fpeak  ftill  plain- 
er; but  as  I  found  him  equally  infeniible  to  the 
calls  of  honour,  or  the  flings  of  infult,  and  that 
he  (hrunk  behind  his  diplomacy^  I  left  him,  fully 
fatisfied,  that  his  courage,  his  honefty,  his  ve- 
racity and  his  modefty  were  all  upon  a  par. 

As  it  was  evidently  in  vain  to  feek  any  fatis- 
fadion  from  fuch  a  charafter,  beyond  what  I 
had  already  received,  through  the  decree  of  the 
Senate  of  Augiburg,  I  determined  to  give  up 
the  purfuit ;  I  therefore  fet  out  for  the  Low 
Countries,  leaving  the  Baron,  fufficicntly  in- 
cumbered by  the  expences  his  folly  had  incur- 
red, an  object  of  fcorn  and  ridicule  to  all  ^vho 
knew  the  ftory. 

At  Mcmbeim^  I  found  it  neceflary  to  flop  a 
few  days;  during  which,  as  I  was  not  travelling 
with  my  ufual  fplendor,  I  remained  incog.  On 
my   arrival  in  that  town,  I  was  very  much  fur- 

prifed 
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prifed  to  find  a  guard  placed  upon  me ;  I  nature 
^ally  enquired  what  >Vas  the  reafon  of  fuch  treat- 
fnct\U  ^^d  w4s  told  that  it  was  in  confequence  of 
the  cpnducfl  of  the  Dutch  and  Britifh  recruiting 
pfficers.  Thefe  jgcntlemeji  ufed,  it  feems,  to 
Jibld  put  ftich  encouragement  to  recruits,  as  the 
B^V'ariafi  trdops  pould  not  withft^^nd,  but  ufcd 
^cqujsntiy  to  d^fert  to  enlift  with  them ;  a  gene- 
ral order  had  therefore  been  given  to  place  a 
guard  on  every  officer  of  either  country  that 
plight  arrive  therp* 

I  immediately  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Fort 
Major,  Xo  inform  him,  that  if  he  had  looked  at 
thie  report  I  made  at  the  gate,  of  the  town  on 
piy  entering^  he  would  have  feen  that  I  could 
}yt  by  no  means  looked  iipon  as  a  recruiter ;  I 
pohcluded  with  faying,  that  fuch  being  the  cafe, 
I  exppdted  my  guard  to  be  inftantly  removed. 
As  h6  did  hot  think  proper  to  fend  me  any  im- 
fliiedia^e  atifwer,  I  determined  at  once  to  be  re- 
venged Oil  him,  and  to  remove  this  obnoxious 
attendant;  entering  therefore  into  converfation 
with  my  centinel,  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  de- 
fert,  to  ^hich  indeed  he  made  very  little  objec- 
tipn,  except  the  difficulty  of  getting  away.  This 
was  cafily  obviated,  by  putting  him  into  my 
own  chaife,  in  which  I  fent  him  to  the  adjacent 
town  of  Worms,  ^'lierean  officer  of  my  acquaint- 
.  ante  lay,  recruiting  for  the  regiment  of  Salm 

then 
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then  in  the  pay  of  Britain.  This  was  a  danger^ 
ous  bufinefs,  but  the  plcafurc  of  outwitting  the 
wife  heads  of  the  place  was  irrcfiftible ;  nor  in- 
deed did  any  confidcrations  of  danger  ever  pre- 
vent a  plan  I  had  formed. 

In  the  evening,  a  non-commiflioned  officer 
arrived,  with  an  apology  for  not  attending 
earlier  to  my  mcflagc,  which  was  owing  to  the 
ftbfcnce  of  the  Commandant  of  the  place.  He 
next  enquired  for  the  centinel,  who  was  not  to 
he  found,  and  as  I  could  give  no  account  of 
him,  it  was  immediately  concluded  that  he  had 
deferted  through  my  pcrfuafions  and  afliftance^ 
but  as  the  fecrct  lay  between  him  and  me,  it  waa 
in  vain  to  make  enquiries. 

I  left  Maithcim  and  pafTed  through  IVorms^ 
where  I  faw  my  dcfcrter  who  had  already  put  on 
the  Britifh  uniform;  but  my  chief  reafon  for 
going  that  way  was  to  folicit  the  protedlion  of 
that  highly  diftinguiflied  General  Field  Marlhal 
Mollendorft',  who  was  in  that  neighbourhood. 
Juft  then  fome  affairs  of  pofts  took  place,  not 
far  from  where  I  was;  curiofity  induced  me  to 
become  a  near  fpcdator,  in  confequence  of 
which  I  received  a  wound  with  a  bayonet  in  my 
breaft,  w^hich  detained  mc  fome  time  at  the 
houfe  of  a  friend  near  Bingen. 

When  I  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
again  to  travel,  I  proceeded  to  Cologne^  and 
thence  to  AixJa-Chapt'lle. 

At 
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At  Aix-la^Cbapellc,  I  learnt  that  Colonel  S. 
the  hufband  of  the  lady  who  was  with  nie  at 
Auglburg,  had  been  vowing  the  direft  ven- 
geance againft  me ;  as  foon  as  I  knew  this,  I 
begun  a  very  ftrid:  fearch  after  this  furious  an- 
tagonifl,  but  to  no  purpofcj  the  Colonel  had 
prudence  in  his  anger,  and  very  ftudioufly  avoided 
my  prefence. 

I  then  pafTed  into  Holland,  where  I  again 
heard  of  this  redoubtable  champion,  who  had 
been  loud  in  his  threats  of  revenge;  but  here  as 
at  Aix-la^Cbapelle,  I  could  only  find  the  echo^ 
for  the  man  was  invifibje.  I  had  not  been 
many  days  in  England  before  I  heard  of  the 
fame  threats  of  vengeance;  thus  aggravated  by 
repeated  provocations,  I  determined  to  find 
him  if  poflible,  and  with  this  view  fought  him 
in  every  place  where  he  was  likely  to  be  found; 
I  even  went  to  Meflrs.  Learmonth's  and  Beaz- 
ley*s,  in  Parliament-ftreet,  where  he  almoft 
took  up  his  refidence,  and  after  much  conver- 
fation  with  thefe  gentlemen,  left  an  open  letter 
for  him,  but  this  was  infufBcient  to  bring  him 
forward. 

The  world  will  hereafter  hear  of  this  extra- 
ordinary Colonel  no  more  from  me;  and  if  he 
chufes  to  attack  me  again  with  his  pen,  I  (hall 
refer  thtm  for  his  veracity  to  Monfieur  de  Calonne, 
and  the  records  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

^he  author's  reafons  for  rf turning  to  England.^^He 
waits  on  the  Minifiers  with  Jome  propofals  xvbieb 
are  rejeSfed. — Becomes  involved  in  another  mis^ 
fortune. — Is  about  to  proceed  to  the  Continent^  and 
put  back  by  a  ftorm. — Apprehended  and  taken  to 
Bow-Jlreet. — Repeated  examinations  there. — ^i?/- 
diculous  charges  made  againft  him. — Would  have 
been  di/charged  but  for  Mr.  Flood. — Is  tried 
and  convicted y  but  retains  many  valuable  friendsm 
— Mr.  Burke* s  friendly  interference ;  copies  of 
letters  from  him. — Mr.  Bofwell^  with  one  of  bis 
letters. — Remarks  of  the  author* s  friends . 

Ihe  ill  ufage  I  had  received  on  the  lower 
Rhine,  by  the  repetition  of  things,  which  xof 
condudl,  during  the  time  I  had  been  with  the 
army,  ought  to  have  cancelled,  had  driven  me 
away;  in  fadt,  had  I  been  contented  to  ad  fim-i 
ply  in  the  routine  of  duty,  I  might  have  re- 
mained unnoticed;  but  as  I  had  nothing  to  de- 
pend on  but  my  fword,  and  the  friends  it  might 
gain  me,  I  had  only  to  do  bold  and  daring 
things,  or  to  remain  in  want  and  obfcurity.  I 
had  therefore  on  every  occafion  courted  danger 

and 
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and  exertion;  and  I  had  gained  the  good  opini- 
on of  the  moft  diftinguiftied  Generals,  by 
whofe  friendfliip  (which  I  had  determined  that 
my  condud:  if  poffible  ftiould  cement,)  I  feem- 
ed  rapidly  mounting  to  honour  and  independ- 
ance.  Then  it  was  that  men  whom  indolence, 
or  fomething  worfe,  prevented  from  following 
my  example,  begun  to  envy  my  fuccefs,  and 
they  determined  by  the  bafeft  arts  to  ruin  the 
man  they  could  not  imitate. 

As  the  Pruffians  had  retired  from  the  field, 
my  hopes  from  that  quarter  were  at  an  end;  but 
as  I  had  received  a  liberal  offer  from  a  Sove- 
reign Prince  of  Germany,  to  raife  men  on  very 
moderate  terms  for  the  Britifti  fervice,  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  repair  to  England  to  endeavour 
to  conclude  the  bufmefs.  I  laid  my  propofak 
before  the  proper  officer,  but  they  were  not  ac- 
cepted, notwithftanding  I  had  full  *  powers 
(which  are  ftill  in  my  poffeflion,)  to  contract 
for  raifing  a  regiment  of  1800  men,  and  my 
zeal  inabufinefs,  which  offered  me  fo  many  ad- 
vantages, could  hardly  be  doubted. 

I  now  come  to  that  patrt  of  my  hiftory, 
which  has  been  fufficicntly  made  the  fubjeft  of 
public  difcuffion,  and  for  which  I  now  am  fuf-^ 
feting,  how  meritorioufly  let  others  fay.      I 

*  Tliofe  papers  are  In  tbc  haxidi  of  the  publiflier, 
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had  bought  of  a  linen-draper,  near  Welbcclc-- 
ftrect,  a  quantity  of  cambric  and  other  articles 
for  which  I  paid  him  ready  money ;  on  the 
goods  being  fcnt  home^  there  appeared  to  be  not 
quite  enough  for  the  purpofe  they  were  intend- 
ed for,  and  I  fome  time  after  went  to  the  (hop 
to  compleat  the  deficiency.  I  had  before  n>en- 
tioned  to  the  Ihop-keeper,  that  I  was  about  to 
return  to  the  army,  and  Ihould  want  fome  linen. 
I  again  mentioned  this  circumftance  to  him,  and 
he  (hewed  me  a  (hirt,  which  he  thought  would 
anfwer  my  purpofe,  but  of  which  fort  he  had 
but  a  very  few  made.  I  propofed  calling  ano- 
ther day,  when  I  fhould  .return  to  town  with  a 
perfon  who  was  a  better  judge  than  myfelf  of 
the  value  of  fuch  articles;  but  like  all  other 
tradcfmen,  anxious  to  fell,  he  requefted  that  I 
lliould  take  it  with  me,  and  abfolutely  put  it 
into  my  fervant's  hand  to  carry  home.  If  it 
did  not  mccr  with  approbation  I  was  to  return 
it  the  firft  opportunity,  but  if  it  was  liked  I  was 
to  order  the  quantity  for  which  I  ftiould  have 
occafion. 

I  was  taken  ill  very  fliortly  after  this  event, 
and  not  being  able,  on  account  of  various  difap* 
pomtmcnrs,  to  pay  the  money  for  a  couple 
dozen  fuch  fliirts,  I  did  not  return;  but  conti- 
nually in  the  hope  that  I  fliould  receive  cafh^ 
which  I  had  reafon  to  expect,  I  delayed    from 

day 
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day  to  dayi  but  my  difficulties  ehcreafed,  and 
amidft  a  multitude  df  troubles,  the  ftiirt  was 
totally  forgotten^  and  I  was  again  going  to  join 
the  armj^  on  the  Uppcf  Rhine,  once  moFC  to 
try  my  fortune.  I  had  embarked  on  board  the 
Rheinhaufen,  of  Hamburgh^  in  December  1794; 
but  the  fhip  in  a  tempeft  having  been  drove  ^ 
On  (hore  at  Sheernefs^  and  having  received  much 
damage,  I  came  to  town  till  Ihc  was  repaired. 

On  my  return  to  London,  the  fon  of  an  old 
Acquaintance,  who  lent  me  fome  moneyi  thought 
proper  to  have  me  apprehended;  his  charge 
againft  me  was  however  laughed  at ;  but  no  fooner 
Ivas  the  matter  known,  than  perfons  who  had 
iiever  feen  me,  came  to  fweaf  to  frauds  commit- 
ted upon  them  by  me.  Among  the  number,  a 
hatter  and  hofier^  iii  Oxford-Street,  fwore 
jpofitively  to  my  having  cheated  him  of  a 
bundle  of  filk  ftockings  and  two  hats.  1  was 
thunder-ftruck  to  hear  fuch  an  accufation,  as  I 
had  never  feen  the  man  before,  and  ftill  more 
when  he  fwore  to  the  i^th  of  Jyne.  On  Mr. 
Bond  afking  him  whether  any  other  perfon  <;ould 
fwear  to  me^  he  produced  his  fhopman  and  an 
apprentice  boy,  both  of  whom  fwore  pofitively 
Aat  I  was  the  perfon  who  had  defrauded  their 
xnaftef.  When  I  heard  the  time  afligned  for 
the  tranfacflion,  I  was  perfedtly  eafy  as  to  the 
^ycntg    being  confident  that  I  could  readily 

M  prov§ 
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prove  my  having  been  upon  the  Rhmc  at  thtt 
time,  and  for  fome  months  after.  Mr.  Bond^ 
v^ho  I  believe  was  well  acquainted  uith  this 
circumftance,  neverthclcfs  ordered  the  people 
of  the  houfe  where  it  was  faid  I  had  lodged^  and 
where  the  goods  had  been  fent,  to  attend  ;  thcjr 
did  fo,  together  with  a  hair-dreffcr;  and  all  oC, 
them  declared  that  I  did  not  in  any  refpeA  rc- 
femble  the  geni/eman  who  had  done  the  buii'nefii. 
The  hatter  retired  with  difgrace.  As  I  was  pretty 
warm  with  him,  a  fellow  who  had  come  for  the 
purpofe  of  exhibiting  a  charge  againft  mc,  very 
boldly  exclaimed,  *'  Don't  be  fo  impudent^  Sir, 
"  you  know  you  robbed  me  the  fame  day!"  byt 
no  fooner  did  it  appear,  that  it  was  impoflible  I 
could  have  robbed  either  of  them,  than  he  alfo, 
hiding  his  head,  fncaked  off. 

Such  tranfaftions  ought  to  make  magiftrates 
very  cautious  how  they  receive  informations 
from  perfons  pretending  to  be  injured ;  the  po£- . 
libility  of  miftakes  is  very  great,  and  too  many 
from  an  obili-nate  and  foolifli  pride,  will  fooner 
deprive  their  fellow-creature  of  life  than  acknow- 
ledge an  error.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  vindiftive, 
and  cruel,  nor  of  thofe  whofe  trade  is  blood,  and 
who  for  a  little  money,  are  but  too  ready  to  fwea'f 
what  (though  it  may  be  very  true,)  they  do  not 
know  to  be  fo;  I  fpeak  of  the  good,  and  them  I 
wifli  to  remember,  that  a  momentary  view  can 

give 
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give  but  a  v^ry  imperfed  id4a  of  a  face,  hardly 
indeed  fo  much  but  that  a  change  of  dreft  will 
efface  it.  In  my  own  cafe,  I  am  convinced  that 
nothing  kfs  than  my  bq^hg  tihlt  to  prove  myftlf 
on  the  Continent,  faved  ifee  from  being  convic- 
ted by  the  hatter ,-  for  foch  WaJ  thfe  power  Of 
.prejudice  againft  me,  and  fo  pofitiVely,  atid  (b 
repeatedly  did  he  fwear,  that  a  jury  ittuft  have 
feeen  compofed  of  no  ordinary  ifaen  to  have  x*- 
fifted. 

A  thoufand  ridiculous  charges  of  fwindlihg 
trinfa^ions  were  now  brought  fqfward;  amoiig 
the  moft  laughable  were  the  following: 

Mr.  Strongitbam,  of  PidUmll,  feal  ^hgWite^, 
being  very  fhort,  had  got  himfdf  perched  over 
the  heads  of  the  reft  of  the  affertibly,  likeairftft 
Over  ft  eeac  of  arms,  and  complained  that  I  had 
defrauded  him.  Mn  Bond  requefted  to  kiiow 
in  what  Aiahner ;  he  faid  I  had  ordered  him  to 
engrave  a  feal,  after  a  drawing  which  1  had  given 
him»  but  had  never  called  for  it,  adding  that  it 
was  jWt  quite  finiflied;  Mr.  Boijd  advifed  hiiA 
to  go*  iMrti^  slnd  finifh  it,  fbr  that  the  Majot 
wtfuMpWfbabiyEcall  for  it.  A  Mr.  Warburton, 
«  WWfcii.diiiper,  in  the  Strand,  likewife 
6iM»ugH<;  a  charge  againlt  me;  this  heavy  accufa- 
litff*  however  appeared  to  be,  by  his  own  account^ 
tha*  I  Had  aflced  him  to  givC  me  credit,  which. 
he  had  wfttfed;  but  evert  ttistt  was  more  than 
M  2  truth. 


164  ^^^^  ^lii"  or 

truth,  for. I  folemnly  fvvcar  I  never  before  faw 

the  man,  nor  ever  was  in  his  houfe. 

But  the  fummit   of  ridicule  was  climbed  by 
Mr.  Clay,   of  Birmingham,    who  bawled    out 
aloud  that  I  had  cheated  him.     Mr.  Bond    im- 
mediately afked  how  I  had  done  it.     Mr.   Clay 
faid  he  held  a  note  of  hand  of  mine,  for»  I  think, 
ten  pounds.     Mr.  Bond  enquired  where  it  was.? 
At  Birmingham  was  the  reply.     **  What  is  its 
date  ?'*     "  About  ten  years."     A  loud  laugh 
immediately  (hook   the  whole  audience,     and 
Mr.  Clay  was  told  that  that  office  was  not  the 
place  to  recover  debts;  belides  that  the  llatuteof 
limitations  flood  as  an  infuperable  barrier  in  his 
-way.     This  was  the  more  malicious  on  the  part 
of  Clay,  owing  to  another  laughable  circum- 
fiance.  About  the  time  he  fpoke  to,  I  did  really 
borrow  the  money  of  him,    for  which  I  gave 
him  a  note  payable  at  the  houfe  of  a  very  re- 
fpedlable  gentlemen,  but  whofe  fingularity   of 
name,  gave  rife  to  fufpicions  in  Mr.  Clay's  fa- 
pient  brain.     That  night,  or  the  night  follow- 
ing, there  appeared  in  the  newfpapers,  one  of 
thofc  paragraphs  that  are  calculated  to  fet    the 
world  a  flaring.  Hating  that  a  fraud  on  the  Bank 
to  a  very  large  amount  had   been  committed, 
and  giving  a  defcription  of  a  perfon,    which 
nearly  agreed  with  my  own.      Clay  read  this, 
and  iforthwith  went  to  confult  with  a  juflice  of 

the 
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the  peace  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  whofe  ad* 
vice  and  affiftance  I  was  taken  into  cuftody  at 
Shrewfbury,  where  they  detained  me  till  they 
fent  an  exprefs  to  town.  Sir  Sampfon  Wright, 
who  was  then  alive,-  on  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
thefe  vbije  men,  returned  for  anfwer,   that  '*  n  o 

**•  SUCH  CRIME  HAD  BEEN  COMMITTED,  and  that 

'*  the  beft  thing  they  could  do  was  to  make  the 
*'  matter  up  with  me.**  On  account  of  the  civi-. 
lities  I  had  received  from  every  refpedlable  in- 
habitant of  Shrewfbury,  I  was  induced  to  dropr. 
all  ideas  of  profecuting  Clay  and  the  Juftice,  and 
contented  myfelf  with  making  them  pay  all  ex-^ 
pences  there  and  my  horfes  back  to  town.  I 
further  told  Clay  he  might  burn  my  bill,,  for  I 
Ihould  never  pay  it;  nor  di^  I  hear  of  it  front 
that  day,  until  he  made  as  related  his  foolifh 
harangue  in  Bow-ftreet. 

Nothing  of  courfe  could  be  made  of  fuch  fri- 
volous complaints,  and  the  linen-draper,  who  it 
feems  belongs  to  that  mqft  creditable  fociety,  infti- 
tuted  for  the  profecution  oi /windier s,  (z  teiiti 
unknown  in  the  law  of  England,)  had  applied 
to.  the  attorney  of  that  body,  who,  on  the  fevehthf 
or  eighth  time  that  I  went  up  to  the  police 
office,  fent  his  clerk  with  a  letter  to  the'  magii 
ft  rate.  This  letter  t^vas  read  and  ftated,  that 
after  the  matureft  deliberation,  he  could  nol& 
make  any  thing  but  a  debt  of  the  tranfadtibn; 
M  3.  ■    ^nd 
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and  therefore  he  fhould  noc  proceed  further^ 
nor  would  the  linen-draper  appear  again  at  the 
office. 

I  now  thought  myfelf  on  the  eve  of  liberty, 
trhen  that  a&ive  magiftraie^  Mr.  Flood,  who 
bad  no  concern  at  all  in  the  bufinefs^  being 
n^erely  a  fpedator,  infifted  that  I  (hould  be  full/ 
committofi ;  he  maintained  that  if  my  former 
convidlion  was  juft,  (a  point  on  which  even  yee 
lawyers  are  by  no  means  unanimous  J  then  the 
prcfcnt  cafe  muft  be  felony  ;  he  further  diredted 
that  the  linen-draper  (hould  draw  up  his  cafe^ 
and  lay  it  before  Mr.  Sylveftcr,  for  his  opinion  ; 
in  the  mean  while  I  was  remanded  for  another 
hearing.  The  next  day  Mr.  Bond  fat  at  the 
office;  I  was  brought  up,  and  Mr.  SylveftLr's 
opinion  upon  the  new  ftatemenc,  which  the 
linen-draper  had  made  out  to  lay  before  him, 
was,  that  the  tranfadion  wasfclonious^of  courfe 
I  was  fully  committed  for  trial. 

My  trial  is  yet  recent  in  the  memory  of  sUl 
thiC  world  ;  how  my  obtaining  the  fhirt  as  rela* 
t^d,  ancl  as  it  appeared  in  evidence,  could  be  a, 
cbefCj  I  leave  to  that  world  to  judge  ;  but  fb  it 
^as  called,  and  the  jury  by  their  j€,c(kni  verdiijt 
found  me  guilty. 

As  ^s^x.yf,  one  who  y^wtsn  my  cafe,  thought  it 
(((o  fay  no  wprfe  of  it/  extremely  hard.  I  with 
the  mprc  confidpnc-e  applied  tp  my  fnends,  who 

in 
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in  their  turn  left  nothing  undone  to  feirve  me. 
Among  pther  diftinguiihed  characters,  the  late 
celebrated  Mr.  Burke  took  amazing  pains  to 
do  away  or  mitigate  my  fcntence*  At  firlt  in^ 
deed»  before  he  knew  my  real  condud:,  he  was  - 
not  totally  free  from  that  univcrfal  prejudice 
which  had  taken  plaw  in  the  minds  of  almoil 
all  the  world ;  but  his  fentiments  will  be  much 
better  known  from  his  own  words,  than  from 
any  defcription  of  mine.  In  fhort,  Mr.  Burke 
writing  coolly  and  difpaffionately  on  any  fubjedt^ 
muft  be  read  with  pleaftire  by  all  mankind,  and 
I  therefore  cannot  conceal  this  letter,  though 
not  favourable  to  myfelf,  from  my  readers, 

(caPY,) 

JFrv/tt  tb^  Ri^t  tionouralle  Edm    Burke^ 

3 J,  St.Jamts's^Pl^e,  LoNJ>Qir. 

•*  October  tie  igtb^  1795. . . 
•^  Oeah  Sir, 

"  I  no  full  jiUftice  to  the  prin- 
^*  ciplea  of  humanity,  which  induce  you  to  take 
**  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of  Mr,  Semple.  There  ar^ 
•'  circtimftancesof  dompaffioain  his  hiftory,  that 
'*  would  induce  one  to  wi(h  that  the  feverity 
"  of  thc.law-  wwnot  to  take  place,  with  regard 
M  4  "to 
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*'  to  that  unfortunate  gentleman.  Hadthejudg- 
^  nient  been  capital,  J  fhould  take  a  A^'arm  part 
*^  for  its  mitigation.  But  I  have  very  different 
**  fcntiments  with  regard  to  tranfportation*  A 
"  perfon  without  fortune  or  profeflion,  and  wlio 
"  has  the  misfortune,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court 
"  of  juftice^  to  lofe  his  reputation,  cannot  pof- 
'*  fibly  live  but  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame,  or 
'*  fimilar  pradices  to  thofe,  which  have  firft 
"  brought  him  into  his  difficulties.  I'venture  to 
*'  fay  that  it  is  nothing  at  all  fhort  of  a  moral  im- 
"  poflibility  he  fhould.  Now,  I  fubmit  it  to  your 
**  very  good  fenfe,  whether,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
«  very  worft  fort  of  punifhment,  and  that  which 
'^  admits  no  hope  on  this  fide  of  the  grave^  does 
"  not  become  an  event  very  much  to  be  appre- 
*'  hended;  and  whether  you  or  I  would  like 
"  hereafter,  to  confiderpurfclves  by  an  ill  under- 
**  flood  lenity,  to  be  the  means  of  his  lofing  his 
"  life  with  aggravated  difgrace  to  himfelf  and 
*^  to  his  family  ?  For  my  own  part  I  look  upoii 
"  tranfportation,  to  be,  without  queftion,  an 
**  unplcafant  remedy;  but  ftilla  remedy  ina  def- 
•*  perate  difeafe.  He  goes  to  a  place  where  he  i$ 
*'  not  opprefled  by  the  judgment  he  has  fufFered  i 
**  and  where  none  but  honeft  ways  of  life  are 
'^  open  to  him.  The  climate  is  good,  the  foil  is 
**  not  iinfavourable.  There  is  even  fome  choice 
^'  in  the  fociety.  God  knows  that  they  who  have 

^  "  fuffercd^ 
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f'  fuffcred,  and  even  dcfervedly  fuftered,  by  the 
-  fcntcnce  of  the  law,  are  very  far  fr^m  the 
^*  >vorft  or  mod  difagreeable  men  in  the  worlds 
f^  I  aflure  you  that  if  I  were  to  fall  into  a  mis- 
?■  fortune  of  this  fort,  and  to  have  youth  and 
"  vigour  of  body  and  mind;  I  (hould  think 
**  this  change  of  place  to  be  a  thing  to  be  de- 
f*  fired,  nqt  fliunned.  If  I  were  a  friend  of  Mr. 
"  Semple,  I  would  qf  cpprfe  advife  hini^  after 
*.*  humbling  himftif  bpfofC  God,  to  look  refo- 
y  lutely  on  all,  in  this  kind,  thap  man  can  do  to 
"  hirp.  H^  is  a  military  m^n.  Let  him  encpun- 
f*  t<|:  hU  ill-fortune  brayely,  and  refolve  to  pb- 
f*  tain  by  hi$  fortitude  ^nd  future  integrity,  the 
V  eftecfn  of  all  thinking  and  worthy  minds.  He 
J*  h^s  nq  lofs  at  all  in  lofiqg  a  country  where 
y  he  has  loft  his  placp  in  fociety.;  and  as  to 
y  traafportatipn  to  ^ny  other  country  in  Europe 
f*  dr  ^ix}Qrlc2it  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  among 
.V  the  infinite  qyils  they  produce,  fpread  fuch 
"  things  as  thofe  that  relate  to  him  into  every 
**  quarter,  and  never  fuffer  a  nian  to  recover 
*'  his  reputation.  If  I  cannot  give  my  affift- 
'*  ance  to  this  poor  gentleman's  releafe,  it  is 
"  upon  motives  of  good  will  to  him  to  the  beft 
*'  of  my  weak  judgment;  biit  if  his  powerful 
^'  relations,  or  others  who  are  his  friends,  and 
**  difpofed  to  compaffion  towards  him,  will  con- 
^*  tribute  to  the  alleviation  of  his  circumftan- 


172  Tlih    Llih    0> 

*'  being  noxious,  he  might  be  ufefully  and  ho- 
"  nourably  employed. 

"  You  pre  yourfelf  a  lawyer;  you  w^ll  rexnem- 
"  bcr  your  friend,  my  late  brother;  you  know 
"  that  no  man  had  a  clearer  head,  or  a  tnorc 
*'  upright  heart.  He  had,  as  Recorder  of  Briftol, 
**  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  criminal  law  ; 
^'  and  I  verily  believe  a  better  criminal  judge 
'*  never  did  exifl:.  I  have  often  heard  him  ex- 
''  patiate  with  no  fmall  indignation  againft  the 
*'  confufion  which  began  to  prevail  in  the  cri- 
•*  minal  jurifprudencc,  by  which  the  diftin<5live 
"  lines  of  ofFcnccs  were  effaced,  or  at  Icaft  ren- 
'*  dered  mifchicvoufly  uncertain.  The  confufion 
•'  of  fraud  with  felony  (a  new  practice)  he  held 
*'  to  be  highly  pernicious  ;  and  for  one  I  look 
"  upon  it  with  horror.  By  this  means  men  arc 
'^  entrapped  by  the  law  itfclf.  The  law  ought 
"  as  religioufly  to  prevent  one  crime  being  pu* 
"  nifhcd  as  another,  as  it  ought  to  fave  inno- 
*'  cence  from  being  puniflied  at  all.  The'  law 
"  itfelf  getting  into  this  crookednefs  becomes 
"  the  fvvindlcr,  and  gets  the  blood  of  men  under 
•*  falfe  pretences,  much  worfc  is  it  than  under 
*^  falfe  pretences  obtaining  their  money. 

"  On  this  head,  I  will  fay  no  more  juft  now 
"  than  this,  that  when  the  law  (if  it  be  law  or 
"  can  be  law)  is  fo  very  vicious;  the  mitigating 
*'  power  of  the  Crown,  cannot  be  fo  well  em- 
*f  ployed  as  in  preventing  its  having  its  worft 
*'  effects, 

"  'I  once 
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*'  I  once  more  moft  humbly  andearncftly  rc- 
"  queft  that  this  matter  may  be  left*  open  to  the 
**  matured  confidcration,  I  fhall  be  much  obli- 
"  gcd  to  you  for  your  good  offices  on  the  oc- 
*^  cafioni  and  am  always^  with  moft  finccre  re^ 
"  fpect  and  affection, 

**My  dear  King, 

"  Your  moft  faithful, 

"  And  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Beaconsfield,  _  _^ 

Oa.ber^6th  1795.  ''  Edmund  Burke/- 

'*  Tou  will  be  pleafed  to  return  bis  papers  to  the  tin^ 
'*  fortunate  Mr.  Semple  after  you  have  made  ufe 
*'  of  them  i  there  are  eight  pieces.^* 

Among  the  number  of  thofe  refpectable  per- 
fons,  who  applied  in  my  behalf  to  thofe  in 
power,  I  cannot  b*t  mention  James  Bofwell,  Efq, 
the  intimate  friend  of  the  great  Dr.  Johnfton. 
He  prefented  a  petition  from  me,  and  not  re- 
ceiving any  anfwer,  he  called  at  the  Secretary 
of  State's  Office,  where  he  left  a  letter,  of  which 
he  inclofed  me  a  copy,   in  thefe  words  : 

"  Tb  John  King,  Efq.  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

''  Sir, 

'*  I  LEFT  at  your  houfe  on  Sun- 
•*  day  night  a   Petition  from   Major    Semple 

"  Lifte, 
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''  Lifle,  to  the  Duke  df  Portland,  vrhieh  ymi 
''  had  been  fo  good  as  to  fay  you  would  deliver; 
**  and  I  wrote  on  Monday  to  hia  Grace  relpcct- 
''  ing  a  (hort  audience,  as  from  my  having  £ctn 
^  the  unhappy  man's  papers  while  he  was  laft 
*^  upon  the  Continent.  I  could  enforce  his  ap^ 
^  plication  for  the  royal  mcrcy,which  he  (elicits/ 
''  on  condition  of  his  tran fpor ting  himfelf  for 
'^  ever,  inflead  of  being  tranfported  for  icven 
''  years;  by  which  commuution  the  public 
*'  would  be  a  gainer, 

''  Having  as  yet  heard  nothing  on  the  fubject 
"  from  his  Grace  or  yourfelf,  Sir,  may  I  beg  to 
'^  be  favoured  with  a  line,  to  inform  me  whether 
^  hopes  of  fuccefs  may  be  entertained-;  and  that 
^^  you  will  be  pleafed  to  contribute  jrdur  hmnatie 
••  influence. 

''  I  am,  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  obedient 

"  Humble  fervant." 

i^uretary  ^State^s  Office^ 
Friday,  Af»il  xoih  1795. 

Thcfe  letters  I  have  inferted,  not  becaufe 
Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Bofwell  were  the  only  gen- 
tlemen of  diftinction,  who  interefted  thenrifelves 
for  me  ;  but  bccaufe  they  are  characters  of  fuch 
celebrity  and  genius,  that  had  my  crimes  been 

iuch 
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fuch  as  the  world  has  been  taught  to  believe, 
they  muft  have  feen  them  and  dcfpifed  me. 
Their  friendfliip  is  my  grcateft  honour,  next 
to  that  of  the  diftinguifhed  Generals,  under 
whom  1  ferved  on  the  Continent ;  and  I  am 
happ^  to  fay,  that  I  have  not  yet  found  one 
enemy  among  thofe  whofe  friendfhip  was  worth 
the  acceptance. 


■    II    II 


CHAP.     XVh 

The  author  remains  two  years  a  prifoner  in  Newgate. 
"^Begins  to  entertain  hopes  thai  he  will  n<d  be 
Jent  away. ^^-^he  fier iff s  attempt  to  fend  him  away 
in  an  abrupt  tnanner^ — His  defpair  and  its  canfe^ 
quences, — RefieBions  on  this  aBion^  and  the  cou^ 
dulf  of  the  fheriffs.— Sent  down  to  Portfrnoulh. — 
Reeeives  the  kindeft  treatment  from  Mr.  Dyne^ 
eoniraflorfor  tranfports. --^Embarks  on  board  the 
Lady  Sbore.-^Finds  thefbip  in  aftate  rf  mutiny. 
— Different  inflances  of  the  mutinous  behaviour  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  New  S.  IVaUs  corps.'-^Pu* 
JUJauimityi  of  their  officers. 

1  HAD  remained  a  prifoner,  in  Newgate,  on 
what  ^  calfod  ^  ftatefidc,  where  I  cnjojrcd  an 

apartment 


1 


176  THE    LIFE    Of 

apartment  to  myfelfi  upwards  of  two  yedfsi 
during  which  time,  many  of  the  moft  diftin«^ 
guifhed  charadters  had,  as  I  have  already  ftated, 
done  every  thing  they  could  to  foften  the  rigour 
of  my  fentence.  Though  I  had  received  many 
alTurances,  that  there  was  no  intention  of  fend- 
ing me  from  that  jail,  dill,  whenever  I  heard 
of  the  fhcriffs  having  obtained  an  order  for  the* 
removal  of  prifoncrs  to  the  hulks,  1  naturally 
felt  myfelf  uncafy,  and  renewed  my  applications  3 
the  anfvvers  I  received  were  of  the  fame  cenofi 
till  my  fears  gradually  fubiided,  and  I  conclu- 
ded, that  fliould  his  Majcfty's  miniftcrs  in  thcf 
end  determine  to  fend  me  abroad,  they  would 
at  lead  fufFcr  me  to  remain  where  I  was,  until 
the  fliip  in  which  it  was  meant  I  fhould  embark, 
Ihould  be  ready  for  fca ;  and  that  after  having 
been  fo  long  detained,  feme  lliort  notice  of  my 
departure  would  be  given  nie.  Hpw  much  rca- 
fon  I  had  for  my  opinion,  may  be  feen  by  the 
following  extract  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Kirby, 
keeper  of  Newgate,  a  gentleman  to  whofehuma^ 
nity  I  have  the  higheft  obligations  ; 

"  Majof.Sjl MPLE  Lisle,"    A 

*'«*4:*«*.  «»  Can  you  fappofe 
*^  any  event  hollile  to  your  feelings  fliould  take 
*'  place,  after  what  I  have  faid  to  you,  and  I  ndt 
«^  inform  you  ?  no,  be  affured  you  are  fecure — I 

^'  need 
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^'  need  fay  no  tnore»  you  will  reft  fatisfied  till  1 
^'fecyoii;  ^  - 

JEariy  in  the  month  of  Deeember>  the  (herifFs, 
had  obtained  an  order^  fuch  as  is  ordinarily 
given  twice  or  thrice  a  year,  for  the  removarof 
Convids,  in  which  it  would  appear,  they  were 
determined  to  include  me,  though  they  kept 
their  intentions  a.fecrct.  One  evening  as  I  was 
fitting  in  my  room,  one  bf  the>turn-keys  came 
and  told,  me  that  a  gentleman  who  did  not  wifh 
to  come  in^  defired  to  fpeak  to  mein  the  Jodge. 
As  this  had  more  than  once  been  the  cafe^  I 
went  without  delay,  in  my  flippers^  and  without 
a  hat ;  but  immediately  found  myfelf  furrounded 
by  the  officers  of  the  place>  who,  (hewing  me  a 
coach  theii  at  the  doori  told  me  l  was  going 
immediately  into  the  couniry.  I  however  found 
the  way  back  to  my  room ;  Mr.  Kirby,  junior, 
and  two  of  the  turn-keys,  who  had  ever  behaved 
to  me  with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  followed  me. 
I  was  now  driven  to  diftradion,  but  though  en- 
raged to  the  higheft  pitch  of  madnefll  I  could 
not  raife  my  hand  againft  tl:iofe  from  whom  I 
had  experienced  nothing  but  friendfliip.  1  was 
befides  unarmed ;  but  in  my  frenzy,  I  fnjitched 
up  a  round  pointed  breakfaft  knife,  with  which 
I  made  a  blow  at  my  breafti   I  ftruck  too  hig^^ 

N  and 
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and  the  knife  would  not  enter ;  but  I  repeiteti 
the  ftroke  lower  down^  an4  plunged  ic  to  the 
handle  in  my  body.  Thofe  about  mc  were 
fhocked  and  aftonilhed^  and  feemed  incapable 
of  thought  or  aftion,  till  Mr.  Kirby  drew  the 
knife  from  my  breaft,  and  I  defired  them  to 
help  me  off  with  my  cpat,  which  being  done,  I 
calmly  laid  down. 

I  by  no  means  intend  tojuftify  the  violent  tA 
I  committed,  but  I  was  driven  to  dcfpair,  by 
the  unaccountable  conduft  of  the  fheriffs.     It 
feems  they  have  the  privilege  of  feleSfifig    the 
perfons,  who  are  to  compofc  the  number  or- 
dered by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be   fent   off^ 
and  for  reafons  which  are  yet  unknown   to    me, 
they  had  refolved  not  only  to  fend  me  away,  but 
to  take  me  unwares  in  the  iingular  manner  1 
Jiave  already  defcribed.     To  take  mc  unawaws, 
was  the  only  method  in  their  power  to  diftrefs 
me;  and  of  this  they  determined  to  profit,    well 
knowing  that  from  my  extcnfivecorrefpondcncc 
with  the  moft  diftinguilhed  perfons  at  home, 
and  on  the  Continent,  I  muft,  if  taken  by  fur- 
prife,  le^e  many  papers  which  I  highly  cftccm.- 
ed  at  their  mercy,     I  muft  befides  be  unpro- 
vided with  fo  much  as  a  change  of  linen,   till 
t\\^\v  great  humanity  might  be  pleafed  to   order 
me  fome  of  my  own  little  ftock.    But  above  all, 
chcy  well  knew  that  I  muft  leave  thofe  who  arc 

dearer 
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.  dW>cr  to  me  than  life ;  and  that  to  be  thus  torn 
from  them,  withouPeven  an  Adieu !  was  the  fe- 
vered blow  they  could  inflid:. 
'  The  pretext,  and  it  is  a  mere  pretext,  for  theft, 
fudden  removals,  is,  thdt  the  convidls  are  riot- 
Dus  and  diforderly  when  about  to  be  fent  off; 
this  is  true  in  the  crouded  part  of  the  prifon, 
where  the  poor  wretches  are,  without  a  moment^ s 
iMmingi  a'ubaked  out  of  their  Jleep.  in  the  dead  of 
flight,  and  hurried  off.  They  then  ^rc  apt  to 
break  the  few  trifling  utenjSIs  they  have  got,  and 
to  make  much  noife ;  but  When  they  have  had 
previous  notice,  1  have  feen  them  go  ?Lway 
peaceably  and  (Quietly,  without  making  any  dif^ 
turbartce.  But  this  did  ndt  even  furnifti  ft  rea- 
fon  in  my  caft,  as  I  wa«  Mither  in  a  crouded 
ipart  df  the  prifon,  nor  had  any  communication 
wiiatever  with  thdfe  under  fuch  fentences  as  my* 
felf.  Befides,  the  fherifFs  ought  to  have  con- 
fidered,  that  though  I  was  all  fubmiflion  to  the 
fentenceof  the  law,  I  was  not  to  be  intimidated, 
tnd  that  it  was  poffible  to  drive  even  men  of 
the  mildeft  temper  to  ads  of  madnefs  by  unne^ 
teflary  feverity*  Of  this  they  would  Have  been 
fatisfied,  had  they  been  prefent  when  their  man- 
date  was  announced  to  me. 

I  fhould  by  no  means  have  felt  the  leaft  re- 

fentq^ent  againft  the  (herifFs,  for  having  in  nty 

turn  fent  me  away,  but  that  mm  had  pafled  fot 

N  a  twelve 
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twelve  months  and  more;  and  it  may  be  fccA 
from  Mr.  Kirby's  note,  that  I  had  no  restlbn  to 
think  that  I  fhould  be  hurried  off  without  time- 
ly notice.  I  had  even  much  higher  authority^ 
which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  up,  for  be- 
lieving that  it  was  not  the  intent  of  government 
that  I  fhould  go  at  all ;  indeed  his  Majefl-y's 
Minifters  fcemed  inclined  to  take  into  conlider- 
ation  the  blood  I  had  fpilt  for  my  country,  and 
make  fome  allowance  on  that  account.  Thii 
their  liberal  conduft  towards  rtie,  determined 
mine  in' the  hour  of  danger,  when  the  mutineers 
feizcd  the  fhip,  and  when  my  refiftance  was 
firm,  but  rendered  ineffedual  by  the  inaliion  of 
the  officers  of  the  troops.  Whether  however 
circumilances  might  afterwards  have  induced 
them  to  fend  me  away,  I  cannot  with  absolute 
certainty  determine;  but  I  am  confident  they 
would -have  fent  me  immediately  to*  the  Ihip, 
and  they  would  have  given  mc  fufficient  notice, 
to  make  the  neceifary  preparations  for  fo  long  a 
voyage,  and  this  was  all  I  had  defired  !  But 
the  benevolent  fljeriffs^ ■■> 


— would  have  fuppofcd 

themfclves  degraded  by  a  generous  or  hurpane 
art;  and,  I  dare  fay,  would  have  thought  it 
rare  fun  to  fend  a  gentleman  to  the  hulks. 

I  remained  without  any  further  interruption^ 
till,  I  think,  about  the  end  of  February,  \vhcq„ 

after 
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after  a  notice  given  me  pffomcdays,  I  was. re- 
moved to  Portfmouth,  after  having  received 
marks  of  the  moft  humane  attention  fromibme 
of  the  firft  perfons  in  the  kingdom.  On  my 
arrival,  I  experienced  the  atmoft  exertions  of 
humanity  from  that  moft  worthy  character, 
Mr.  Dyne,  the  contrador  for  tranfports,  to 
whofecare  I  was  configned;  that  gentleman,  far 
from  wiftiing  to  add  to  my  fufferings,  did  every 
thing  he  could  to  alleviate  them;  Inftead.  of 
being  fent  on  board  a  hulk,  I  was  put^ii 
board,  what  is  called,  th^  hofpital  ftiip,  where  I 
had  a  cabin  to  myfclf^  and  ev^ry  ^ccomiriodai.. 
tion  I  could  wifti;  and  here  T  remained -jtill  fhe 
1-ady  Shorpcame  round  from  the  river.. 

When  I  went  on   board  the  Lady  Shore;  i 

fbunfl  fomc  perfons,  whom   by .  thrir  drefs,  I 

fliOAiId  have  fuppofed  to  be  foldicrs  ;    but .  their 

diforderly  and  mutinous  behaviour. foon  con^ 

vinced  me,  that  whatever  they  might  be  galled, 

they  were  in  faft  moft  daring  mutineers.,    I  had 

not  indeed  been  many  hours  on  board,  when  a. 

.fcenc  prefcntcd  itfelf,    which  ought   to,  have 

warned  any  jofficer  of  his  danger.     Xhoqgji  the 

Britifti  fleet  laying  cjofe  to  us,    was  then  in  a 

ftate  of  open  rebellion,  the  whole  of  the  officers 

of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  went  on  ihorc> 

.and  left  the  change  of  the  detaehn^eiti;,  I  thinly, 

,74  in  number,   to  a  Serjeant  of  the  nanje  of 

.        .  N  3  Hughes ; 


1 


iBa  THE    LIFE    OF  ' 

Hughes;  in  their  abfence,  Hughes  thought  pra« 
per  to  go  on  fhore  too>  and  u^hen  the  officers 
returned^  wv  not  come  on  board.  When  they 
came^  which  they  did  all  together,  the  Com- 
mander enquired  for  him,  and  before  an  anfwer 
was  well  given,  he  appeared  along  fide  in  a 
boat.  The  commandmg  officer  in  perfon,  or- 
dered him  on  board,  to  which  he  replied,  be 
would  not  come  till  he  badjeen  his  goods  out  of  the 
boat.  The  officer  repeated  his  commands,  and 
Hughes  replied  in  a  language  which  I  will  not 
repeat;  ftrange  to  tell,  the  officer  calmly  walk- 
ed into  his  cabin,  without  taking  the  leaft  no- 
tice of  the  infult. 

The  fame  day,  if  I  recoiled  well.  Sir  Jerome 
Fitzpatrick  came  on  board,  and  to  him  I  re- 
lated the  ftory,  as  I  was  even  then  convinced 
that  the  (hip  muft  fall  a  vidlim  to  mutiny;  it 
was  not  however  in  Sir  Jerome's  province,  who 
having  introduced  and  recommended  me  to  the 
ofjicers,  took  leave. 

The  mutiny  then  raging  on  board  his  Majefl. 
ty*s  Ihips,  by  which  we  were  furrounded,  was, 
I  fuppofe,  the  rcafon  why  we  were  ordered  to 
Jfail  in  an  unufual  hurry,  and  with  the  ff^ejl^ 
inftead  of  the  Eaji  India  convoy.  Of  the  mu- 
flnous  ftate  of  the  fhip,  let  the  concurrence  of 
Mr.  Black,  our  purfer,  bear  teftimony-  with 
me;  that  gentleman^  in  a  letter  to  his  fathe^^ 

dat^d 
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dated  May  ift,  1797*  and  which  has  fince  been 
publiftied,  fays, 

•'  I  fincerely  wifh  (as  do  all  the  fliip*s  com* 
*'  pany,)  that  we  were  now  laying  at  Port-- 
"  Jackfonr  delivering  our  precious  carga,  inftead 
''  of  Torbay ;  for  the  foldjers  are  the  moft  dif- 
*'  agreeable^  mutinous  fet  of  viUains  that  ever 
*'  entered  into  a  (hip. — Two  of  the .  ferjcants 
*'  behaved  fo  ill,  that  Captaia  Willcocks  was 
**  obliged  to  iniifl  upon  their  cpmmanding  ofiw 
f'cer  confining  thj?na  in  irons;  for  they  have 
"  their  owjx  officers  on  board,  and  the  Captaia 
'*  and  officers  of  the  Ihip  have  no  power  ov^ 
"  them^  Major  Senaple  is  a  quiet  k^ind  of  a  man^ 
*'  and  I  have  no  dpubt  wiU  behave  like  a  gen-» 
•*  tlenaan  and  give  us-np  tro.ubk^ — He  was  foiqc 
^'d^ysfincc;  applied  to  by  two  of  thi;  villains, 
''  to  k^ow  if  he  would  head  i^v^  in  an  attecbpt 
''  to  feixexhc  fhip  after  they  (hould  get  well  put 
**  to  fea/  and  1»4  left  the  cpnyoy ;  gnc  of  th?i:n 
^Vat  the  fame  time  teUing  bii^,  this  was  the 
•'eighth  time  he  had  enil^arked  for  Botany  Bay- 
V  without  reaching  it ;  and  he  was  de^erniined  he 
^'  would  not  this  time;  and  that  he  was  fent  oa 
•*  board  by  force  from  a  Police  Office.  This 
"  was  immediately  reported  to  the  officers  of 
•*  the  Ihip  by  Semple;  in  confequence  of  which 
*•  the  foldiers  vow  vengeance  againft  him, 
N  4  "  threatening 
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•■  threatening  to  throw  him  over  bpard  the  firft 
*'  opportunity.*' 

In  confequence  of  thefe  riotous  proceedings^ 
an  order  was  given  that  none  of  the  foldiers. 
but  thofe  on  duty,  (hould  come  on  the  quarter*. 
deck.  The  day  following,  Hughes,  the  Ser^ 
jeant,  attempted  to  violate  this  order,  which  the 
fentry  would  not  permit,  and  told  him  the  rea- 
fon  why  he  could  not ;  with  which  indeed  the 
Serjeant  muft  neceflarily  have  been  acquainted* 
He'then  requefted  to  pafs  the  deck,  to  go  down 
to  the  commanding  officer's  cabin,  to  have  the 
order  repealed ;  not  being  s^ble  to  obtain  this 
repeal,  he  came  up  again,  threatening  and  fha.. 
king  hishandin  the  firft  mate's  face,  who  then^ 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Captain,  commanded  the 
ihip.  Continuing  his  infolence,  the  mate  ivent 
into  hh  cabin  and  put  on  a  dirk;  when  Hughes 
faw  this,  he  went  below,  faying,  that  he  had  a 
longer  fword,  and  was  coming  again  upon  deck 
with  it  drawn^  and  had  I  not  guarded  the  hatch- 
way, he  certainly  meant  to  have  attacked  an4 
murdered  the  Chief  Mate.  This  as  well  as  the 
former  adls  of  mutiny  pafled  unnoticed  by  the 
officers  of  the  detachment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Mutinous  proceedings  at  P^rtfmouih. — TTbe  Chief 
Mate  makes  a  complaint  to  General  TitU 
— Sail  for  Torbay. — ^be  mutineers  difturb  the 
Captain  in  muftering  bis  men* — Captain  fVilcccks 
complains  to  General  Fox,  wbo  tranfmits  bis  /?/• 
fer  to  tbe  Duke  of  Portland. — Lieutenant  Colonel 
Grofe,  tbe  Commander  of  tbe  New  South  IVaks 
corps y  fent  to  infpeR  them. — 7be  Jhips  receive 
^amage  from  a  fiorm,  ^nd  are  obliged  to  go  into 
harbour. — 7be  Lady  Shore  fails  after  the  Captain 
•  bad  add^effed  the  Minifter  on  the  fituation  if  tbe 
troops,  to  which  tbe  author  alfo  added  bis  tefii^ 
mony. — The  troops  increafe  in  mutiny  and  difohe-m 
^iencf^ 

1  HE  Ihort  time  we  remained  at  Portfmouth 
was  fuificient  to  demonftrate,  that  the  officers 
cntrufted  with  the  charge  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  wprc  inadequate  to  their  dutjr-^ 
I  intimated  as  much  before  we  weighed  anchor 
to  feveral  perfons  qf  refpedability ;  and  thp 
Chief  Mate  of  the  fhip  (wbo  commanded  in  the 
place  pf  Cfi^ptain  Wilcocl^s,  thenabfentj  com* 
plained  to  General  Pitt,  in  confequence  of  the 
attack  by.  Serjeant  Hu^hes^  which  I  mentioned 

iA 
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in  the  laft  chapter.  This  complaint  was  ren- 
dered ineffedual^  by  our  being  ordered  to  £ul 
in  about  I2  hours  after  it  was  lodged  ;  To  that 
the  General  had  not  time  to  punilh  the  muti* 
Bcer,  or  enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  cafe. 

We  had  not  many  hours  left  Portfmouth^  till 
cur  convoy  made  a  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  diipcrfe^ 
and  to  rendezvous  at  Torbay^  according  to  our 
orders.  While  we  were  (leering  for  that  port^ 
Captain  Wilcocks  fufpeding  that  the  reaibn  of 
the  fignal  being  made  might  be  the  approach 
of  fome  enemies  (hips^  and  his  men  not  having 
been  appointed  to  their  quarters^  he  ordered 
them  to  be  mullered.  He  was  in  the  adl  of  telling 
them  ofF^  when  a  number  of  foldiers  furround-- 
cd  him^  and  drowned  his  voice  by  their  nojfe ; 
he  delired  them  to  go  forward,  and  not  difturb 
him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  T>n  the  quarter- 
deck  ;  but  they  replied  tbatibey  would  flay  rvbire 
ihey  were.  He  then  made  application  to  £nfign 
Minchin,  who  prevailed  upon  the  foldiers  to 
deiift,  and  fufFer  the  Captain  to  continue  his  bu- 
fincfs  for  the  moment  in  peace ;  no  other  pu- 
nifliment  however  was  inflided,  though  wc  were 
foon  in  harbour,  than  laying  one  man  under 
arrefi:  for  the  evening. 

How  far  fuch  conduct  was  likely  to  ftifle 
mutiny  I  (hall  not  fay  ;  but  when  I  rcmaric 
that  the  foldiers  on  board  were  a  mixture  of  fbt- 

feigners 
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relgners  and  crimintls^  enU(led  fr^m  jail^,^  ^,9^ 
induced  to  enter  for  fear  of  worfe  canfcquencc^. 
the  due  rccompenfe  of  their  crimes,  J  thiAk  my 
readers  will  agre<  with  mctb^ttheT^in^^difti^ 
pline  ought  to  have  been  held  witha  ftronghaada^ 
A  continuation  of  ixiutinous  behaviQur,  .^c- 
ry  day  more  daring  and  aggravated^  QhUgaJ 
Captain Wilcocks  to  addrefs  Major  Gei^efal  FoJf^ 
lyho  had  fent  the  dctachmtsnt  on  board* 

As  th^  orders  which  the  General  had  fent  €* 
board,  were  excellently  well  calculated  for  the 
fafety  of  the  fliip,  and  the  regulation  of  thjc 
troops ;  thefe  flagrant  act^  of  mvitinj!  induced 
him  to  acquaint  the  Dqke  of- Portland  with 
Captain  Wilcpcks'a  letter ;  a  written  declaratioUy 
^illudied  to  in  Mr..Black^s  letter  already  quoted, 
which  I  had  made,  wasalfo  tranfmitted  to  hi$ 
Grace;  and  which  affords  an  honourable  teftimo- 
ptal,  that  however  my  character' might  otheir*. 
wife  have  fuffered,  a&  a  foldier  it  ftiU  remained 
;infpotted.  :  » 

The  Diike  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Grofe,  the  Commander  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps^  to  Torbay,  to  examine  into 
the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the*  complaint.  . 
It  is  not  perhaps  improper  for  the  informas^ 
tion  of  fuch  of  my  readifers  as  are  unacquainted 
with  military  affairs,  to  obfervc,  that  it  is  a 
Handing  order  on  board  tranfports,  that  no 
Jights  arc  to  be  fuffcrcd^^   no  tobacco  to  be 

fmoaked. 
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fmoaked^  nor  cartridges  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
between  decks  ;  all  which  were  grofsty  violated 
by  the  foldiers^  who^  as  niuft  already  be  evident^ 
b^d  no  refpect  for  their  officers^  nor  knew  any 
controul  of  difcipline. 

When  the  Lieut.  Col.  came  on  board  he  alked 
a  few  queftions  of  the  officers  of  the  (hip,  but  ex- 
amined more  fully  fome  of  the  foldicrs  who  were 
accufed  of  the  diforders  complained  of^  and 
feemed  to  give  credit  to  their  aflertions. 

The  Captain  expecting  that  the  iignal  for 
failing  would  be  made  foon^  and  apprehending 
that  he  might  not  have  time  to  procure  redrcfs 
from  another  quarter,  requefted  that  the  Lieii«- 
tenant-Colonel  would  take  from  the  fotdiers^  the 
bait  cartridges  which  Mr.  Minchin  had  left  in 
their  pofTefllion,  as  he  entertained  apprehenfions 
for  the  fafety  of  the  Ihip ;  not  only  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  foldicrs,  but  from  fire  that 
might  be  occafioned  by  their  negligence  and  dif- 
order.  This  mod  reafonable  requeft  was  refufed 
by  the  Lieutenant-Colonel.  The  judicious  and 
foldier-like  orders  of  that  moft  excellent  officer. 
Major  General  Fox,  which  he  had  fent  on  board 
with  the  detachment,  were  then  called  to  his 
recolledion  ;  his  anfwcr  was  nearly  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  men  were  then  under  his  (^Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grofe's)  command,  that  General 
Fox  had  no  orders  to  give  them.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  boat  J  and  as  he  crolled  the  deck» 

told 
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told  the  Captain  that  he  would,,  return  ..neiut 
morning ;  but  we  faw  him  no  more.  The.  Folr- 
lowing  afternoon.  Captain.  Wijcocks  was  in- 
formed by  the  keeper  of  t}ie  inn,  at  Brixhan^ 
^Vthat.as  foon  as  the  Lieutenant-poloncl  landed 
"  from  his  vifit  to  the  fliip,  he  took  fome  refrefli- 
**  fnent  and  fet  off  for  London." 

Jufl:  at  this  time  a  very  fevere  gale  commenced, 
which  did  much  harm  to  the  fleet  in  general, 
difnKifted  the  frigate,  under  w'hofe  convoy  wc 
failed,  and  did  us  fome,  though  not  material 
damage;  feveral  ihips  belonging  to  Admiral  Sir 
R.,  Curtis's  fquadron,  then  laying  near  us,  like- 
wife  l^oft  their  mafts,  and  received  other  in- 
juries. The  tempeft  having  fomewhat  abated, 
after  raging  two  days,  if  I  recoiled  right,  the 
frigate  was  obliged  to  put  into  Plymouth  to  re- 
fit, and  we  with  others  of  the  convoy  went  round 
to  Falmouth^  efcorted  by  his  Majefty's  fliip 
Scourge,  to  repair  our  damages. 
•.  The  fituation  of  Captain  Wilcocks  became 
now  truly  diftreffing,  as  he  was  on  every  fide 
fiirrounded  by  embarraflments,  and  uncertain 
how  many  days,  or  even  hours  he  might  have  to 
remain  in  England.  In  hopes  that  the  foldiers 
would  at  length  behave  with  more  decency  and 
order,  he  wilhed  to  avoid  further  complaints; 
and  as  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  feemed  to  hayc 
forgotten  him  and  his  fliip,  he  likewife  forgot 
the  Lieutenant-Colonel.     But  their  mutinous 

difpofition, 
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^ifpofiriOTt,  vrhith  could  not  reft  trtn  for  a  dajr, 
plunged  us  again  into  confufion. 

The  foldiers,  emboldened  by  impunity,  infafted 
cqualljr  their  own  officers,  and  thofc  of  the 
fliip,  till  one  dajr,  a  Corporal  dariftg  to  flrike! 
che  Chief  Mate,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  the 
Captain  found  himfclf  impelled  to  addrefs  the 
Miniftcr,  and  to  furnifli  him  with  a  detail  of  the 
condu(fl  of  the  troops,  arid  his  appreheniions  for 
the  fafetjr  of  the  fliip.  About  the  fanhe  timtf^ 
my  own  affairs  rendering  it  neceflary  for  mc  to 
addrefs  the  Duke  of  Portland  ;  I  took  advants^ 
of  the  opportunity,  to  give  my  opinion  of  ovtr 
fituation.  A  few  days  however  put  an'  end-  to 
our  hopes,  the  lignal  for  failing  was  fuddenly 
made,  and  we  went  to  fea,  before  any  anfwer 
could  be  received  to  the  Captain's  complaints. 
Daring  our  paflage,  the  fame  diforder  which 
we  had  fo  fenlibly  felt  in  the  harbour,  prevailed 
and  even  cncrcafed ;  the  fame  Corporal,  who 
ftruck  the  Chief  Mate  with  impunity,  ftruck  and 
kicked  his  officer  (Enfign  Prater,)  at  fcaj  who, 
inflcad  of  punilhing  him  with  inftant  death, 
tamely  fubmittcd  to  the  infult. 

It  is  with  heart-felt  pride,  I  write  the  hatred 
entertained  towards  me,  both  by  the  fbldiers 
and  their  ofiicers.  The  former,  thought  to  have 
found  in  me  a  defperate  advocate  for  mutiny, 
ready  as  themfelves  to  any  adl  of  villany  or  mur- 
der; 
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def;  whereas  they  found  a  determined  enemy  to 
every  thing  that  tended  to  the  want  of  difcipline^ 
and  fubordination ;  while  the  latter  were  fecretly 
enraged,  that  I  Ihould  have  dared  to  write  as  I 
had  done  on  their  fubjecft  to  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifter,  and  to  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  who 
fumifhcd  them  with  copies  of  what  I  had  wrote; 
and  one  of  which  letVers,  wherein  I  defcribc  the 
intention  of  the  foldiers,  and  named  thofe  whom 
I  fufpeded  to  be  the  ringleaders;  Enfign  Min- 
chinread  to  the  men  on  the  quarter-deck,  while 
we  were  at  fea.  The  foldiers,  however,  though 
they  ftruck  their  own  officers  and  thofe  of  the 
fhip,  only  threatened  mc^  nor  did  they  ever  ven- 
ture to  approach  me,  with  the  intention  of  put- 
ting their  threats  in  execution. 

The  Captain's  friendlhip  for  me  merited  the 
moft  grateful  return;  whenever  there  was  any 
difturbance  I  ranged  myfelf  by  his  fide,  acon- 
AuA  which  gave  no  fmall  offence  to  the  muti- 
neers ;  nor  at  laft,  had  not  thofe  whofe  duty 
fliould  have  induced  them  to  ad  far  otherwife, 
hid  themfelves  in  holes  and  corners,  inftead  of 
offering  a  manly  refiftance,  the  mutiny  would 
have  ended  in  the  death  of  the  infurgents. 

During  the  time  we  were  at  fea  and  under  con- 
voy, though  rebellion  appeared  every  day  and 
every  hour,  no  attempt  was  made  at  feizing  the 
fliip  ;  the   mutineers,  well  knew  that  a  fignal 

would 
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irould  bring  the  efcort  to  aft  againft  them ;  aiia 
they  equally  knew  that  they  had  arms  and  ammu-^ 
nition  adequate  to  their  purpofe,  whenever  they 
ftould  think  proper  to  make  the  attack  ;  refift^ 
ance  they  could  expc(9:  but  little  of^  fincc  they 
had  fo  many  proofs  of  the  tamenefs  of  their  offi- 
cer^ ;  they  therefore  fuffered  us  to  proceed  with- 
out interruption  on  our  courfe.  Neverthelefs^ 
every  day  .was  marked  by  outrages^  that  loudly 
demanded  the  interference  of  authority,  not 
only  to  quiet,  but  to  difarm  the  New  South 
Wales  banditti,  and  infli(5t  a  fignai  and  exem- 
plary punifhmcnt  on  their  infamous  ringleaden* 
:  in  this  (late  of  continual  apprehenfion,  amidft 
the  terrors  of  a  mutiny  we  daily  expedled  to 
break  out,  and  which  we  were  only  too  confci- 
ous,  (from  the  caufes  already  given,)  we  fhould 
not  be  able  to  relift,  we  proceeded  on  our  voy- 
age, propofing  to  touch  at  Rio  de  Janieroi  and 
the  convoy  having  left  us  in  the  proper  latitude 
to  proceed  to  their  deftination  in  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  we  were  left  to  our  fate. 
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72v  Lack  Shore  proceeds  in  fafety  atmtfl  to  Hio  dit 
Janeiro. — The  vmtifiy  cojnmences.     Enjign  Afin-^ 

chin 
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thin  refufes  to  a£l.—Tbe  Captain  mortally  wounds 
ed. — The  author  endeavours  ioperfiiade  the  officers 
of  the  troops  to  rally,  hut  in  vain. — He  offers  a 
variety  of  praSlicable  plans,  hut  without  effeSl. — ^ 
At  the  injiance  of  the  Captain  and  Mine  bin,  the 
author  enters  into  a  treaty  with  the  mutineers. — 
Minchin  makes  hisfuhmiffion,  and  thejhip  is  given 
up. — The  officers  who  hid  them/elves,  brought  to 
light. — The  Captain's  death. — The  author  wifljes 
to  leave  the  mefs,  but  at  tbefolicitation  of  the  offi-^ 
ccrs,  continues  with  them. — The  officers  endeavour 
to  procure  a  boat  from  the  mutineers  to  carry  them 
to  Rio  Grande. -^The  author^ sjlratagem  to  procure 
leave  for  himfelf  and  the  Purfer  to  go  in  the 
boat. 

W  E  proceeded  on  our  voyage  without  any 
event  worth  remarking,  till  we  were  very  near 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  the  Brazils.  On  the  ift  of 
Auguft  1797,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  was  awaked  by  the  report  of  fire-arms* 
and  the  fcreams  of  women.  I  immediately 
hailed  from  my  bed  toward  the  hatchway,  which 
I  found  ftrongly  guarded,  and  near  it  I  met 
John  Curran,  a  failor,  who  had  juft  efcaped 
from  the  fcenc  of  bloodfhed,  then  paffing  upon 
deck;  he  told  me  that  the  foldiers  had  taken  the 
Ihip,  and  that  if  I  went  n^ar  the  hatchway,  I 
Ihould  be  murdered  by  the  mutineers. 

O  Captain. 
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Captain  Wilcocks  occupied  the  round-*houfei 
the  Chief  Mate,  Second  Mate,  and  Purfer,  Were 
in  three  fmali  cabins  in  the  forc-part  of  it;  in 
cabins  between  decks  abaft,  and  in  the  lleeragc 
were  the  officers  of  the  troops.  Lieutenant 
Drummond,  of  the  Bombay  Marines,  (doing 
duty  as  niatej  the  petty  officers  of  the  fhip,  the 
feamen,  a  pafienger  with  his  family,  and  my- 
felf. 

It  was  the  Chief  Mate's  watch  upon  deck;  him 
I  had  already  heard  calling  aloud  that  he  was 
murdered,  and  fall  groaning  at  the  feet  of  the 
affaffins ;  the  Captain,  whom  the  noifc  had . 
alarmed,  and  who  had  run  upon  deck,  was  im- 
mediately mortally  wounded,  and  in  that  flatc 
threw  himfelf  down  the  hatchwiay,  but  retained. 
ftrength  enough  to  drag  himfelf  into  £niign 
Minchin's  cabin,  and  into  his  bed,  which  as  he 
afterwards  told  me  he  found  empty,  the  Enfign 
with  his  lady  having  already  crept  underneath 
it. 

At  the  moment,  when  the  Captain  fell  down 
the  hatchway,  in  front  of  the  ladder,  I  was  be- 
hind it,  at  the  cabin  of  Lieutenant  Drummond, 
the  Surgeon  and  the  Steward,  endeavouring  to 
excite  them  to  adlion,  that  we  might  not  only 
defend  ourfelves,  but  raife  force  enough  to  re- 
tain pofleflion  of  the  Ihip.  I  found  the  Steward's 
cabin  empty,  he  having  abandoned  it ;   I   then 

went 
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vvent  to  Lieutenant  Drummond's  door,  which 
tomnnunicated  with  the  Surgeon's  cabin^  and 
which  was  fhut.  After  knocking  and  calling 
repeatedly  on  both  thfefe  gentlemen,  without 
obtaining  any  anfwer,  the  door  was  at  length 
opened.  The  Steward,  who  had  gonfe  there  to 
conceal  hinlfelfi  was  the  firft  man  I  faw  j  Lieu- 
tenant Drummond  was^  I  blufli  to  fay  it,  under 
the  hed  of  the  Surgeon^  and  pofitively  refufed 
taking  any  adive  part;  the  Surgeon,  a  very 
igbod  and  very  young  man,  faid  but  little^  but 
I  am  confident,  that  had  thofe  whbfe  duty  it 
was,  made  preparations^  for  refiftanqe^  he  would 
not  have  been  backward. 

Juft  then  I  heard  the  Captain  calling  me  to 
come  to  hi3  afliftahce;  I  went  round  to  hjm  im- 
mediately, and  found  him  laying  in  Minchin's 
bed,  into  which  he  had  thrown  himfelf.  The 
bed  ftodd  uncommonly  high,  being  more  thaa 
three  feet  from  the  deck,  and  under  it  I  difco- 
vered,  by  the  day-light  which  begun  to  appear. 
Ensign  Minchin,  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, with  his  wife.  In  fome  fuch  fituation,  in- 
deed, the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  man,  and  the 
clamorous  outcry  of  "  Give  them  the  ship! 
Give  them  the  ship!**  which  he  had  repeat- 
edly vociferated  at  the  very  "beginning  of  the 
conflidl^  taught  me  to  look  for  him* 

The  Caj)tain  defired  me  <o  place  him  in  an 
O  2  cafy 
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cafy  pofturc,  and  then  alkcd  my  opinion  of  oMf 
fituation.  I  frankly  told  him,  that  although 
the  prefcrvation  of  the  fhip  was  no  way  clifficult» 
yet  I  had  no  hope  of  it,  as  I  found  no  difpofi- 
tion  in  thofe  who  had  the  power,  to  make  any 
attempt;  neverthelefs,  if  any  aftivc  Tneafures 
(hould  be  determined  upon,  I  was  ready  to  lead 
the  way  to  the  deck.  The  Captain,  the  agony 
of  whofe  wounds  was  encreafed  by  feeing  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  feeling  the  approach 
of  death,  was  difpofed  rather  to  expire  in  peace, 
than  fingly,  and  unable  to  ftand,  to  oppofe  the 
fury  of  the  mutineers;  Mr.  Mrnchin  likewife^ 
who  had  now  fallied  from  his  retreat,  joined  the 
Captain  in  conjuring  me  to  go  to  the  hatchway, 
to  aflure  the  mutineers  that  no  refiftance  would 
be  made,  and  to  entreat  that,  as  they  had  noop^ 
pofition  fo  exped,  no  more  mifchief  might  be 
done.  To  the  Captain  I  anfwered,  that  what- 
ever might,  in  his  own  opinion,  rend  to  his  ad- 
vantage or  convenience,  I  fhould  mofl:  readily 
do,  but  to  Enfign  Minchin,  I  felt  myfelf^  as  a 
foldier,  obliged  to  fpeak  in  another  tone.  Him 
i  told,  that  HE,  and  he  only,  was  the  proper 
perfon  to  fpeak  to  the  mutineers ;  that  they  Were 
committed  to  his  charge,  and  that  it  was  his 
duty  TO  suiiDUK  Til  EM  OR  DIE  !  I  callcd  to  hrs 
recollcdlion,  that  he  had  more  than  force  fufEcient 
to  infure  Aiccefs;  that  all  the  ammunition  of  evtfry 

kind. 
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kind,  except  a  few  mulket-cartridges,  were  ia 
our  pofleffion,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting, 
but  for  him  to  draw  his  fword  and  exert  hiiii- 
fclf ;  but  that  if  he  thought  attacking  them  on 
deck  would  be  attended  with  more  danger  than 
he  deemed  prudent  to  encounter,  we  had  ftill 
another  and  a  fafer  refource ;  that,  as  well  as  the 
ammunition,  we  were  mafters  of  the  provifions ; 
that  we  had  only  to  defend  the  hatchways,  and 
keep  the  mutineers  where  they  were;  and  that, 
having  neither  bread  nor  water  in  their  reach, 
want  of  refrelhment  and  reft  would  foon  reduce 
them  to  fue  for  mercy  on  their  knees  :  I  even  pro- 
pofed  to  him  to  choak  the  rudder,  and  cut  away 
the  mafts  between  d^cks,  in  which  cafe  the  wreck 
would  have  fallen  on  their  heads,  and  they  had 
not  one  implement  of  any  kind  to  clear  it  with ; 
but  fuch  meafurcs.  he  did  not  chufe  to  adopt, 
and  repeated  his  defire  of  giving  up  the  fhip; 
the  Captain  likewifc  again  folicited  me  to 
communicate  his  and  Enfign  Minchin's  propo- 
fitibns  to  the  mutineers,  as  the  probable  means 
of  preventing  more  murders. 

I  went  therefore  to  the  hatchway,  where  the 
centinels  prefented  their  pieces  to  my  head; 
but  three  Frenchmen,  a  German,  and  feveral 
Irifti  at  that  moment  appearing,  I  communi- 
cated my  bufinefs.  They  remained  upon  deck, 
and  myfelf  below  ;  and  while  wc  were  in  that 

O  3  lituation^ 
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fituation,  they  affurcd  me  that  they  wi&cd  not  tq 
hurt  any  one  ;  but  that  they  wanted  thciir  liber- 
ty»  and  would  have  it  or  die :  they  added,  that 
if  the  Captain  and  Mr.  Minchin  would  come  to 
the  hatchway,  and  give  their  word  of  honouc 
that  no  refiftance  fliould  at  any  time  be.  niad^j^ 
all  fhould  be  at  peace,  aqd  we  fhould  be  well 
treated.  I  reprefcntcd  to  them  the  pi^ptain's 
perilous  fituation,  and  that  it  was  impofliblc  for 
him  to  be  brought  to  the  hatchway,  without 
encrcafing  the  pain  and  danger  in  which  he  al- 
ready was  :  they  then  replied  that  they  would 
be  fatisfied  with  receiving  the  declaration  of 
fubmiflipn  from  Minchin,  and  that  they  would 
make  me  anfwerable  for  the  Captain's  future 
condudt. 

Minchin  went  to  the  hatchway,  made  the. 
promifes  demanded,  and  delivered  up  his  arms. 
This  point  being  fettled,  thofc  who  had  hither- 
to concealed  themfelvcs  began  to  appear. 
Anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  gentlemen  who. 
lodged  in  the  round-houfe,  and  of  the  failors 
of  the  watch  on  deck,  I  enquired  of  the  muti- 
neers whether  many  had  fallen?  They  anfwered 
me,  "  But  few."  I  then  requefted  to  know  if 
Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second  Mate,  Mr.  Blacky' 
the  Purfer,  (vvhofe  piftols  I  law  in  the  hands  of 
a  mutineer,)  and  Enfign  Prater,  were  alive  ^ 
They  told  me  that  Murchifon  was  in  the  cabin^^ 

Ihut 
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ihut  up  under  a  guards  and  that  he  fhould  remain 
unhurt,  provided  he  was  quiet;  that  they. fup- 
pofed  Mr.  Black  to  have  been  killed  and  thrbwli 
over-board,  as  he  was  no  where  to  be  feen ;  that 
his  piilols  were  found  loaded  dt  the  head  of  his 
bed,  and  that  there  was  much  blood  in  his  cabin; 
but  as  to  Prater  they  knew  nothing  about  him. 
The  Chief  Mate  we  already  knew  to  be  dead ;  fo, 
>'that  in  addition  to  this,  and  the  kimoft  hopelefs 
ftate  of  the  Captaii^,  we  apprehended  we  had  to 
lament  the  death  of  the  other  two  gentlemen. 
However,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  five  hours 
.after  the  affray  was  dver^  Enfign  Pfat^r  was 
found  concealed  among  the  wamen  tonvidis, 
and  about  an  hour  after,-  much  to  our  furprife 
and  fatisfacftion,  Mr.  Black,  the  Purfer,  wis 
iianded  down  to  us. 

It  now  appeared  that  when  the  Chief  Mate 
received  his  firft  wound,  he  fled  into  the  cabit^ 
of  Mr.  BUek,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  that 
-gentleman  in  his  bed,  the  mutineers  following, 
and  firing  upon  him-  till  he  received,  I  thirij:, 
eight  wounds.  Mr.  Black,  who  is  a  very  youn|; 
man,  at  that  time  not  above  ninercert,  and/ «> 
might  be  expcfted,  totally  unufed  to  fcene^  of 
-blood  and  horror,  found  himfelf  awoke  frorh 
his  fleep  by  the  noife  of  firc-arn^s,  and  the  yells 
of  the  affaflins,  by  whom  he  was  furrdundcd; 
from  the  nearnef*  of  the  difcharge,  his  cabin 
^      ^  O  4  rnuf^ 
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mud  have  fccmed  filled  with  fire,  and  the  weight 
of  his  dying  friend  muft  have  efFedtually  pre- 
vented him  from  ufing  his  arms.  Thus  embar- 
ralTed,  furprifed,  and  on  all  fides  furrounded  by 
armed  ruffians,  none  could  have  fuflained  fuch  an 
aflault  but  the  man  who,  long  accuftomed  to  the  . 
Ihock  of  war,  has  learnt  to  dcfpife  deaths  and  who, 
on  all  occafions,  even  when  the  thunder  of  God 
burfts  round  his  head,  claps  his  hand  to  his 
fword,  and  (lands  undaunted.  Who  then  can  be 
aftoniflied  that  a  youth,  who  neither  wearing  a  . 
fword,  nor  bearing  a  commiflion,  confequently 
had  contradcd  no  obligation  to  fight  or  die, 
Ihould  conceal  himfclf  ?  For  him,  therefore,  no 
apology  is  ncceflary ;  for  the  officers  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  and  Lieutenant  Drum* 
mond  it  may  be,  perhaps,  difficult  to  find  one. 
Out  of  the  reach  of  the  mutineers,  furnilhed 
.with  every  neceflary,  incapable  of  being  ac«- 
tacked,  except  by  the  hatchways,  which  wc 
could  cafily  have  blocked,  and  fufficiently  nu- 
merous to  have  aded  upon  the  ofFcnfive,  it  is 
their  province,  not  mine,  to  account  for  their 
extraordinary  conduct. 

Mr.  Murchifon  had  already  obtained  leave  to 
join  us ;  and  in  h&,  he  and  myfelf  were  the  on- 
ly two  on  board  whom  the  mutineers  treated 
with  confideration ;  him  they  knew  to  polTefs 
courage ;  that  he  was  powerful,  and  would  dc« 

fenc} 


MAJOR    SEMPLE    LISLE.  20I 

fend  himfelf  with  vigour  5  and  my  uniform  cori- 
dud:  towards  them,  from  the  hour  I  firft  embark- 
ed, told  them  what  they  had  to  exped  from 
>me. 

The  former  differences  which  had  fubfifted 
between  the  military  officers  and  me  feemed 
now  buried  in  oblivion,  being  as  it  were  ab- 
forbed  in  our  common  misfortune;  my  time, 
however,  was  taken  up  in  attending  the  Cap- 
tain, who  was  very  defirous  I  ihould  not  leave 
him;  and  who,  after  languiftiing  about  forty- 
eight  hours,  expired  in  my  arms.  As  foon  as 
his  body  was  committed  to  the  deep,  not  wi(h- 
ing  to  affociate  with  Minchin,  for  reafons  that 
may  be  colleded  from  the  foregoing  narrative, 
I  left  that  cabin  and  returned  to  my  own;  but 
the  fame  day,  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  I  was  fehr 
for,  and  foHcited  by  all,  but  particularly  by 
Enfigns  Minchin  and  Prater,  not  to  leave  them  ; 
I  complied  with  their  requeft,  and  we  were  no 
more  feparated. 

Some  hours  before  our  unfortunate  Captain 
was  buried,  the  mutineers  did  the  farnc  tb 
one  of  their  comrades,  named  Delahay,  whb 
was  killed  in  the  conflift,  not,  as  was  firft  fup- 
pofed,  by  Mr.  Lambert,  the  Chief  Mate,  but 
by  an  apcidental  (hot  from  one  of  their  own 
party  ;  on  this  man's  body  they  affixed  the  fol- 
lowing infcriptioii,'  "  U  eji  motf  pour  la  liberti:^ 

Previous 
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Previous  to  the  Captain's  death  he  dcfired  ms 
to  cut  off  feme  of  his  hair,  to  fend  to  his  wife ; 

z  talk  which  I  carefully  performed. 

The  diredion  of  the  iliip  was  now  in  the 
•hands  of  a  few  foreigners,  and  the  knowledge 
I  had  of  their  different  langimges  often  obliged 
them  to  have  recourfe  to  me  as  their  interpret 
tcr:  thefe  ferviccs  enabled  me  to  obtain  froin 
them  forrie  indulgence  for  my  friends  and  my- 
felf,  by  way  of  recompcnfe.  From  the  moment 
we  were  taken  we  never  ceafed  to  folicit  the 
mutineers  to  give  us  a  boat,  that  we  might  tand 
at  Rio  de  Janiero  ;  but  this  they  refufed^  from  an 
apprehcniion  that  fome  Portuguefe'  fhips  of 
war  might  by  laying  there.  As  they  had  de- 
clared their  intention  of  making  for  the  Rio  de 
Plata,  and  landing  at  fome  of  the  Spanifh  fec- 
tlcments  in  that  river,  they  thought,  that  if  we 
reached  our  port  foon,  we  might  procure  a 
Portuguefe  fliip  of  war  to  be  fent  after  them^ 
which  might  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  Plata 
before  the  Lady  Shore,  and  thus  intercept  them. 
On  this  account  they  pofitively  refufed  us  a 
boat,  till  we  fliould  be  fo  far  to  the  fouthward 
as  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  Rio  de  Plata  be- 
fore we  lliould  be  able,  in  all  probability,  to 
fcach  the  Rio  Grande^  the  fouthcrnmoft  fettie- 
pent  of  the  Brazils. 

Every  individual  who  formed  our  table  fo- 
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Ucited  le^^YC  to  embark  ift  the  boat,  and  all  ob-^ 
tained  a  promife,  except  Mr.  Fyfe,  the  Surgeon^- 
and  inyfelf ;  and  though  the  moft  adlive  in  the 
mutiny  were  againft  my  leaving  the  ihip,  as 
being  ufeful  to  thepi,  the  majority  of  voices 
were  in  xny  favour:  they  alfo  entertained  aa 
idea  of  detailing  the  Purfer,  to  furnilh  them 
with  an  accounit  of  the  quality  and  value  of  the 
cargo. 

Notwithftanding  theft  unfavourable  appear^ 
ances,  I  ftill  fluttered,  myfelf  with  expeftations 
pf  vanquilhing  the  opppfition  that  obftruAed 
my  defires.  An  opportunity  foon  offered, 
which  I  feized,  and  found  the  means  of  turning 
po  the  advantage  of  the  P,urfer  and  myfelf ;  and 
this  we  owed  to  a  report  which  had  reached  the 
eats  of  the  mutineers,  that  a  cheft  of  money  or 
plate>  and  a  bpx  of  watches  were  fomewhere  in 
the  fliip. 

The  three  Frenchmen*  who  then  governed  the 
Lady  Shore,  were  defirous  that  thefe  Ihould  be 
made  their  own  exclufive  property  ;  they  fpoke 
to  me  on  the  fubjed:,  making  me  very  large 
proniifes  if  I  would  obtain  them  fuch  informa- 
tion as  might  enable  them  to  come  at  it  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  companions.  I  com- 
municated this  bufinefs  to  the  Purfer,  telling 
him,  that  if  he  knew  of  any  fuch  thing  in  the 
^ip,  auid  would  give  them  dire<3:ioa.s  where  to 

find 
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find  it,  he  would  procure  his  own  liberty  and 
mine;  for  if  we  were  once  in  a  fccret  of  that 
nature  and  importance,  they  w^ould,  for  their 
own  fccurity,  fend  us  away,  in  preference  to 
any  other  pcrfons.  The  Purfer  aflured  me  that 
there  was  neither  money  nor  plate  in  the  Ihip, 
but  that  in  one  cf  the  lockers  of  the  cabin  there 
was  a  fmall  cafe  of  watches,  his  property  ;  and 
this  information  wc  agreed  to  give  them  the  fame 
evening.  Some  days  previous  to  that  time  they 
had  been  in  the  ruftom  pf  fending  for  the  Purfer 
and  myfelf  every  eveninj^,  to  afijfl:  them  in  ex- 
amining the  flip's  papers;  the  ufual  hour  ar« 
rived,  and  we  were  called  for.  We  found  the 
three  chiefs  alone  in  the  cabin:  I  comnriunica- 
ted  to  them  what  Mr.  Black  had  told  mc^  and 
he  pointed  out  where  the  watches  were.  The 
cafe  contained  fifty-two,  of  different  forts ; 
they  prefented  him  with  iix,  and  me  with  t.wo^ 
of  tKe  beft;  the  reft  they  divided  equally  among 
thcmfclves. 

This  done,  I  knew  no  more  objeftions  could 
be  made  to  our  departure,  and,  indeed,  from 
that  moment  they  became  very  indulgent  to- 
wards us.  The  ringleaders,  being  naturally 
afraid  that  if  we  were  offended  we  might  cxpofe 
their  infidelity  to  their  comrades,  were  extreme- 
ly anxious  to  furnilh  us  with  an  opportunity  of 
leaving  them  :  in  fad  we  were  now  become  dsin- 

gcrous 
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gerous.perfons,  and  their. fafeppfleflion  of  their 
f)ooty  rendered  our  departure  highly  defireable 
to  them ;  nay,  even  their  lives  were  held  by  a 
precarious  tenor  while  we  reniaine'd  on  board. 

After  the  fhip  was  given  up  the  mutineers 
never  treated  us  .with  cruelty ;  though  fenlible 
of  their  iituation,  they  were  very  cautious: 
they  kept  fentries  at  the  cabin  door,  and  they 
would  only  permit  one  or  two  of  us  at  a  time 
to  walk  the  quarter-deck. 

One  day  Eniign  Prater,  having  got  drunk, 
entered  into  converfation  with  one  of  the  failors 
publicly  on  deck,  on  the  facility  of  retaking 
the  (hip  :  he  was  over-heard,  and  the  ring-lead- 
ers, telling  him  he  fhould  be  hung  in  the  morn- 
ing, hand-cuffed  him,  and  put  him  to  bed, 
obferving,  that  though  he,  (Prater,)  was  no  way 
formidable,  yet,  by  fpeaking  to  the  failor,  he 
had  incurred  the  penalty  pointed  out  in  the  or- 
ders they  had  publilhed,  which  forbid  any  offi- 
cer to  fpeak  to  a  failor  or  foldier.  This  ha- 
rangue effeftually  fobcred  Prater,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  military  prowefs  ;  he  lay  howling  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  was  heard  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  fhip ;  and,  as  the  Purfer  has  ob- 
ferved  in  his  narrative,  utterly  prevented  all 
who  lay  near  him  from  fleep. 

On  Sunday,  Augufl  the  14th,  1797,  the  mu- 
tineers told  us  that  they  intended  to  give  us  the 
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boat  the  next  day ;  and  on  Monday  itioriling,  aS 
a  preparative  to  our  departure,  they  brought  us 
fomc  papers,  which  we  were  compelled  to  figni 
One  was  a  certificate,  purporting  that  wc  engaged 
not  to  carry  arms  againft  France  for  a  year  and 
a  day ;  and  there  were  other  certificates  for  the 
petty  officers  and  fcamen,  fetting  forth  that  they 
were  detained,   againft  their  confent,  to  carry 
the  fhip  into  the  Rio  de  Plata.     Some  of  oui: 
non-refifting  officers  pretended  to  have  obferved 
an  unufual  alacrity  in  the  failors  in  obeying  the 
orders  of  the  mutineers,  and  muttered  that  they 
did  not  deferve  fuch  certificates ;  but  I  folemnly 
declare,  that,  in  my  opinion,  thefe  fufpicions 
were  unfounded  j  and  as  to  the  remonftrances 
faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  officers   of  the 
troops,  their  condud,  as  already  defcribed,  will 
hardly  give  room  to  fuppofe  them  too    loud. 
Befidcs,  wc  were  all  in  bondage,  and  no  one 
durft  rcfufe  any  thing  required  of  us  :  could  we 
then  wonder  at  the  condud  of  ignorant  failors  ? 
In  return,  the  mutineers  gave  us  a  certificate 
that  their  infurredlion  was  not  owing  to  any  ill 
treatment  from  the  Captain  or  any  officer  be- 
longing to  the  fhip  ;  but  becaufe  they  had  been 
trepanned  into  the  Britifii  fervice,  without  any 
means  of  rcdrcfs,  and  had  otherwife  been    ill 
treated  by  their  Commander,     This  certificate, 
which  was  committed  to  my  care,  does  fo  much 

honouf 
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honour  to  the  memory  of  Captain  Wilcocks, 
and  compleatly  vindicates  him  from  any  charge 
of  mifcondudt  to  the  troops,  that  I  thought  it; 
my  duty  to  give  it  to  his  widow. 


GHAP.  XIX. 

^he  officers  and  Jome  others  are  allowed  the  boat. — 
'The  author  procures  leawe  for  a  boy  committed  i9 
the  Captain's  care  to  go  with  them. — Obtaim 
a  knowledge  of  the  fhip's  place  by  a  Jlratagem. — - 
They  embark^  after  being  fearched  for  money. — 
Enfign  Minchin^s  condull  and  good  luck. — The 
boat  fets  fail,  and  meets  with  a  terrible  gale.-^ 
She  is  nearly  loji  in  the  breakers  as  fhe  approaches 
the  coafi. — Thofe  on  board  forced  to  throw  their 
trunks  overboard  i  when,  in  the  iitmofi  dijlrefs^ 
they  fee  a  boat  coming  towards  them. — They  make 
the  harbour,  and  are  hofpitably  received. — Min^ 
chin  refufes  the  Purfer  and  Mr.  Murchifon  any 
ajffiftance. — They  fend  a  report  of  their  fttuation 
to  the  Governor-GeneraL-^Are  fent  for  to  Port 
St.  PedrOy  where  they  are  hofpitably  received. — 
T^heir fplendid  entertainment  by  the  Governor-Ge^ 
nerdl. — A  fecond  report  made,  in  v?hicb,  as  welt 
as  the  jirji,  the  author  did  not  join, — 'Hofpitditf 

of 
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of  the  Commandant. -^The  author  is  prefented  with 
a  /word  by  the  Governor^GeneraL 

On  the  morning  of  Monday  Auguft  the  15th, 
1797,  the  intimation  we  had  received  the  day 
before  that  we  fliould  leave  the  Ihip  was  con- 
firmed to  us,  being  then  nearly  in  the  latitude 
of  34  S.  about  60  leagues  from  the  fhore,  and 
from  80  to  100  from  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande  i 
the  boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  every  other  ne- 
cefTary  preparation  made,  Juft  then  Michael 
Richards,  a  fine  boy,  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  of  very  refpedable  connections,  who 
was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  Captain  Wilcocks 
before  we  left  Falmouth,  and  who  lince  that 
gentleman's  death  had  been  abandoned  by  every 
body,  folicited  me  to  procure  him  permiffion  to 
accompany  us.  His  helplefs  fituation  deter- 
mined me  to  exert  myfelf  to  procure  him  the 
melancholy  privilege  he  fo  much  wifhed,  and 
which  feemed  entirely  neceflary  for  him:  I  ap- 
plied to  the  mutineers,  and  was  fuccefsful.  I 
took  him  under  my  protedlion,  which  he  did 
not  leave  till  he  was  reftored  to  his  family. 

In  the  morning  a  lift  of  names,  twenty-nine 
in  number,  was  made  out  of  the  perfons  whom 
it  was  determined  Ihould  go  in  the  boat ;  this 
.was  delivered  to  us,  and  we  were  informed  that 
thofe  who  had  any  property  might  take  each 
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6hc  trunk,  "  During  the  afternipon  our  baggage 
wis  fearched,  when  I  found  means  to  conceal; 
in  fome  foap  a  confiderable  fura  in  gold  J  when 
they  had  taken  from  us  every  thing  they  fay-^ 
ciedi  they  gave  us  fome  provifions,  and  we 
were  fufFered  to  fenibarfc. 

Previous  to  6ur  embarkation  I  had  obtained 
a  tolerable  opportunity  of  afcertainiiig  where 
we  were^  by  the  following  ftrataigem :  The  mu> 
tineers,  not  fufpedling  that  a  foldicr  knew  any 
thing  of  navigation^  had  permitted  me  to  fee 
them  work  their  *  day's  works  for  determining 
the  fhip's  place  ;  but  though  I  knew  fomething 
of  Ihe  feiencei  I  Wifhed  to  have  the  opinion  of 
a  better  judge  than  myfelf.  Mr.  Black,  bcijig 
an  incomparable  navigator,  was  the  perfon  I 
wifbed  to  confult ;  but  there  arofe  a  confidera- 
ble difficulty  in  accompliftiing  my  defign,  as  the 
mutineers  were  not  very  willing  that  he  fhould 
fee  the  (hip's  log-book,  or  the  chart  of  the  coaft^ 
on  which  they  had  tl-aced  her  route. 

Qne  of  the  chief  mutineers,  named  Thomea^ 
who  was  the  beft  navigator  among  them,  lhew4 
td  me  the  chart  as  ufual,  and  pointed  out  t* 
me  the  fituation  of  the  (hip,  in  which  I  pre- 
tended to  differ  from  hiin,  jocularly  offering  to 

*'  A  term  ufed  for  the  calculatiohs  every  day  teadctb  ictcU 
iftinte  the  (hip's  places  - 
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back  Ri]^  opinion  with  the  wager  of  a  i^inca: 
he  laughed  at  my  feeming  ignorance;  but  he 
was  my  dupe^  and  accepted  my  bet^  propoSng 
to  refer  it  to  any  perfon  who  had  competent 
ability  to  decide.     This  was  all  I  wanted^  and, 
apparently  with  the  greateft  indifierence^  1  pro* 
pofed   Mr.  Black;  he  was  accordingly  calledl 
for,  and  allowed  to  infpeA  the  charts  and  books: 
I  payed  the  lofs  of  my  wager;  and  we    thiis 
were  enabled,  to  determine  our  diftancc  fronft 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  courfe  we  had  to  fteer»  of  . 
which  the  mutineers  feemed  inclined  to  keep  u 
ignorant.     We  were  compelled  to  get  into  tile 
boat  one  by  one,  after  being  previoufly  fearch« 
ed,  for  money,  contrary  to  the  promife-of  tht 
mutineers ;  none,  however,  was^  found  ;  byt  th«y 
had  previoufly  feized   about  a  hundred  dMan 
which  Minchin   had  to  pay  the  fpldien^  and 
which  was  the  property  of  government  5  .  fer 
this  they  gave  him  a  receipt  for  a  hundred  pounds^ 
with  a  view  of  enabling  him   to  recover  that 
amount  from  the  State.     He  hadib  little  big« 
gage  that  he  not  only  faved  it  all,  but  fucceeded 
in  getting  fafely  to  fhore  eighteen  whole  piects  sr 
printed  cotton,  and  fome  packages  of  ftoekings  wii 
women* s  Jboes,   which    Mr.  Black  had  thiown 
down  in  the  cabin  the  day  we  were  preparing  to 

embark.     '  '  . 
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About  half-paft  fix  in  tfie  cvenin|f^  Hire  left  tli« 


*  kAJO'R    SJEMPLE    LISLE.  -^il 

fliip,    and;    anxious    to    make    land    as    foont 

as   pofliblei   ft«red   but   little  to   the    north- 

.ward  of  weftj.     At  our  departure  the  weather 

."was  tolerably  riioderatd;  before  midnight  we 

were  ^ffailfed  by  a  moft  Vibfent  ftorm,  attended  by 

^  the  heavieft,  rains  I  ever  witnelled.  The  tempeft 

'fomcwhat  fubfided  toward  morning,  but  as  we 

iiapproaehed  the  land,  blew  with  redoubled  fury ; 

fortunately  we  had  fixed  upfome  ftanthions  on 

•the  boat's  gunwale;  and  nailed  a  breadth  of  can- 

.Vjas,  brought  with  us  for  that  purpbfe,  fore  and 

afi:,  which  we  found  of  great  ufe  in  keeping  off 

the  fpray  5  and  to  this  we  owed  much  of  our 

prefcrvatiori. 

•  Mr.  Bkcfc,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second 
<Mat^$  ind  Mr.  Drummund  undertook  the  ma- 
tnigementof  the  boat ;  Enfign  Prater,  who,,  in 
his  earlier  days,  had  been  fome  voyages  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  and  other  parts,  being  fuppofed 
fomething  of  a  Tailor,  was  added  to  their  num- 
ber ;  myfelf  and  the  others  were  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  bailing ;  for,  independent  of  the  boat 
being  very  leaky,  the  fea  run  fo  high,  and  the 
rain  fell  (b  heavy,  that  fhe  was  continually 
filling  with  water.  The  quick  and  violent  mo- 
tion made  even  the  beft  feamen  fick ;  poor  Black 
was  rendered  incapable  of  aftion,  and  Prater, 
after  all  his  profeffions,  w*a;5  in  due  form  pro- 
nounced neithefjaihf  mr  /oldfer  %  he  was  turned 
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from  the  helm,  and  I  took  his  place.  To  dn- 
fcribe  our  iituation  is  no  eafy  talk ;  expciftiiig 
c\trf  inftant  to  pcrifh,  lumbered  with  baggaigf^ 
with  fick  ufelefs  foldiers^  women,  and  childiea, 
loaded  almoft  to  the  water's  edge^  and  the 
crowd  fo  great  that  in  going  back  and  forward  to 
work  the  boat  we  were  obliged  to  tread  OQ  the 
carcafes  of  thofe  whom  ficknefs  or  fear  had 
forced  to  lie  down. 

.  On  the  morning  of  the  fecond  day  w^e  had 
foundings,  and  early  in  the  fore-noon  faw  land« 
which  we  knew  to  be  the  flat  &ndy  coalt  which 
runs  from  the  fouthward  of  Rio  Grande  to  Cape 
Si.  Mary's  on  the  Rio  de  i^lata.  The  extreaie 
lownefs  of  the  coafl  caufes  the  breakers  to  run 
Tcry  high  and  very  far  into  the  fea,  in  fb  xnuclia 
that  had  the  coaft  promifed  food  and  ihelter^  we 
could  not  have  reached  it  alive,  a&  the  boat  muft 
have  fwamped  in  the  breakers ;  we  therefore 
determined  to  fteer  more  to  the  northward,  ftiU 
keeping  the  coaft  in  light.  That  day  we  had  aA 
imperfect  obfervation,  according  to  which  we 
were  then  above  20  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Rio  Grande  5  and,  though  the  boat  feemed  almoft 
to  fly  through  the  water,  we  did  not  expedt  t^ 
make  the  wiftied-for  river  that  day.  A  ftrong 
.current  that  fet  from  the  fouth  having,  however, 
carried  us  beyond  our  reckoning,  we  were  furu. 
prifcd,  about  3   P.  M.,  to  fee  fomething  re- 

iembling 


MAJOR    SEMPLE    LtSLE.  2t^ 

fembling  the  mail  of  a  fhip  j  we  flood  towards 
it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  wreck;  ftill  no  land  was 
to  be  feen,  but  we  perceived,  more  in  (hore,  fe- 
veral  mafts  which  wc  concluded  were  of  veflcls 
laying  at  anchor,  and  though  on  (landing  yet 
farther  ii^,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach  but  fand,  we  werjs  convinced  it 
mud  be  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande^  fince  we 
knew  that  the  coaft  from  thence  to  the  Rio  de 
Plata  does  not  afford  a  fingie  harbour. 

The  banks,  which  ran  far  vinto  the  fea,  made 
Jdar  fituation  horrible,  as  we  leetned  to  be  em- 
bayed by  breakers.  There  did  not  appear  any 
retreat  for  us,  nor  any  poffibility  of  fafety,  ex- 
cept flanding  to  fea,  and  that,  with  the  gale  flill 
blowing  in  all  its  violence,  and  night  advancing, 
offered  only  a  forlorn  hope.  .  Befet  with  dangers 
and  threatened  on  all  fides  with  iudden  diffolu- 
tion,  one  bold  and  lad  effort  remained ;  we  de- 
termined to  (land  through  the  breakers  and  to 
ileer  a  diredtcourfe  for  the  ffaips  we  faw  riding 
at  anchor  I 

On  approaching  the  (bore  I  had  yielded  the 
helm  to  an  able  pilot.  Lieutenant  Dru^nmond  ; 
confident  in  his  (kill,  forwards  we  went,  while 
all  who  dared  look  up,  fixed  their  eyes,  on  the 
tremendous  breakers  we  were  about  to  encoun-*- 
ter,  and  waited  in  filencc  that  fate  which  feemcd 
inevitable/    In  an  inflant  the  fea  burfl  over  us 
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in  every  dire<5lion«  our  quarter-cloaths  were  tofl| 
away,  and  the  boat  wa$  iilling  with  water.  Mr* 
Drummond,  fuppofing  that  nothing  cou]c]  (ayp 
us  but  lightening  her,  called  out  to  throw  tJie 
crunks  averboard,  and  dcfired  me  to  drivp  tho(<( 
forward  who  were  abaft.  Mr.  Murcbifqii  (the 
Mate)  with  that  manly  promptnef$  «ii4  libe-i 
rality  which  he  ne.yer  faijs  to  diifplay^  let  thft 
example  with  his  own  trunk ;  the  baggage  wa^ 
thrown  overboard  without  diftindjpn  till  wp 
fufficiently  lightened  our  veffel,  and  thu^  to  his 
and  Mr.  Drummond's  (kill  an4  a(^ivity  wp  aw, 
indebted  for  our  exiftence.  Having  pafTed  tju} 
firft  range  of  breakers,  and  finding  Qurielvei  \^ 
much  fmoother  water,  but  Rill  with  bres|ker} 
between  us  and  the  fliore,  we  came  tp  an  smchoor, 
and  hoifted  an  Englilh  jack  at  the  mad  head  | 
but  this  the  violence  of  the  wind  compelled  at 
to  lower  the  moment  it  was  hoifted.  We  were, 
however,  perceived  by  the  iignaI-hou{e  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  which  anfwered  Us  with  ^ 
Portuguefe  flag,  and  by  the  help  of  a  glafs  w^j 
could  fee  a  boat  coming  towards  us  ;  but  find- 
jng  we  were  fall  driving  to  fome  breakeri;  whicl( 
lay  between  us  and  a  point  of  land  that  runs  out 
into  the  fea,  we  again  got  under  fail  jand  ftooii 
for  the  river. 

Providence  directed  us  to  the  right  channel^ 
and  we  met  the  boat  very  near  [the  fhore.     't'he 
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Mafter  Pilot,  and  a  Captain  of  militia  were  in 
her,  who  received  us  with  the  utmoft  kindneft, 
and  conduced  us  to  the  houfe  of  the  former, 
where  nothing  that  could  give  us  comfort  wa;s 
omitted  by  that  good  man  and  his  family.  Mr- 
Black,  Mr.  Murchifon,  and  feveral  others  landed 
vihh  ail  their  pofleflions  on  their  back,  their  trunkis 
having  been  thrown  overboard.  The  former  of 
thefe  gentlemen  naturally  applied  to  Enfign 
Minchin,  who  had,  as  before  obferved,  faved  ^ 
more  ^ ban  bis  own  taggage,  but  to  little  purpole, 
and  he  abfolutely  was  forced  to  aflc  me  for  a 
change  of  linen.  This  was  the  more  vexatious, 
as  Mr.  Black  h^d  a.compleat  claim  on  him  on 
account  of  the  goods  which  Mrs.  Minchin  had 
faved,  and  Which  were  the  property  of  Mr, 
Black  ;  however,  fts  my  baggage  had  cfcaped,  I 
had  thepleafurc  of  fupplyingboth  him  and  Mn 
Murchifon. 

When  we  ha4  refted  about  an  hour  the  Pilot* 
rcquefled  that  »we  would  inform  him  who  we 
were,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  make  his  re- 
port to  the  Governor-General  of  the  province, 
Lieutenant-General  Sebaftian  Xavier  da  Vega 
.  Cabral  e  Cemara,  who  then^  on  account  of  the 
.  probability  of  war  with  Spain,  refidisd  at  Fort 
St.  Pedro,  above  four  leagues  up  the  river ;  he 
added,  that  we  mufl  remain  where  we  were  until 
an  anfwer  came  from  his  Exqellency. 

P  4  It 


I 


^l6  THE    LIFE    OF 

It  was  natural  for  me  to  wifli  that  the  cfilad- 
yai)tages  under  which  I  laboured  (hould  not  1h( 
unn^^lTarily  publilhed ;  I  well  knew  that  oeii^ 
jther  Mr.  Black  nor  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate^ 
lyere  capable  of  an  unkind  adlion>  nor  did  I  en- 
tertain any  doubts  of  Mr.Drummond.      I  ha4 
done  every  thing  for  the  general  gqody  and  I  wai 
fure,  that  from  them  at  leall^  I  fhould   meet 
with  ^  proper  return ;  but  my  opinion  of  tl^ 
Enfigns  Minchin  and  Prater  was  very  different* 
I  therefore  called  thofc  twq  into  another  room> 
and  requeued  them  tp  tell  me  what  was  their 
intention  in  regard  to  me.  They  both  anfwered^ 
by  all  means  tQ  conceal  eyery  thing  difagreeable^ 
for  that  it  was  npt  their  bufinefs  to  publilh  m^ 
misfortunes.     I  told  them^  that  though  I  ivas 
feniible  of  their  kindnefs   I  was  indifTcrent  to 
what  they  might  have  determined ;  but  that  it 
was  neceflary  before  I  favv  the  General,  that  I 
Ihould  know  what  their  determination  was.      I 
cautioned  them  at  the  fame  time  not  to  deceive 
me,  but  if  they  thought  it  their  duty,  or  felt 
difpofed  to  relate  my  circumftances  to  the  Ge- 
neral, to  fay  fo,  and 'I  would  do  the  fame,  when 
his  Excellency  would  ad  as  he  thought  proper. 
I^ however,  they  firft  concealed  and  afterwards. 
expofed  me,  they  would  only  expofe  themfelves, . 
and  might  be  alTurcd,  that  I  would  not  peace- 
ably fubmit  to  any  thing  fo  mortifying.      They 
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^kenriepeatedythat  it  ciould  njeverbe  their  int<;nr 
lion  in  any  V^P^V^  thty  might  be  required  t^ 
make,  to  fay  more  on  my  fubjed  than  jYiy  inamc 
land  military  rank*  On  this  I  left  them,  ^nd  they 
prof^fed  to  Mr.  Murchifoft,  Mr.  Black,  &c.  to 
jdo  the  fame,  to  which  they  readily  iconfented^  and 
the  report  of  the  (hip's  name,  the  place  of  our  def- 
tination,  with  thei>ames  and  rankof  every  indivi- 
fdual  wjis  given  to  the  pilot,  in  which  I  was  ftyled 
Major  Semple  Lifle  (^  Dutch  officer)  a  pajfenger^ 

The  Pilot  convey.ed  this  report  tp  the  Go-. 
yernor-General,  and  the  next  morning  his  Ex- 
jcellency  fent  a  Non-commiffion.e.d  Officer  with 
his  inftruftions.  The  Pilot  was  by  thefe  di- 
j-eded  to  fend  alj  who  were  Officers  immediate- 
ly up  the  river  to  him,  for  that  he  would  not 
dine  until  they  arrived,  and  the  foldicrs  and 
jvomen  were  ordered  to  follow  in  pur  pwn  bo^t ; 
Enfign  Minchin,  with  his  Lady, ,  Prater,  the 
Purfer,  and  myfelf,  accordingly  embarked  in 
the  Pilot's  bpat,  while  Mr,  Drummond  and  Mr. 
Murcbifon  repi^iped  to  take  charge  of  the 
launch  and  Aiph  i:^9gag^  ^s  vf^  h^  qpt  been  com- 
pelled  to  throw  oyerbqardi 

We  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  league  up 
the  river,  before  we  met  the  General's  barge, 
with  an  officer,  who  informed  us,  that  he  w^s 
fent  by  jiis  Excellency  to  congratulate  us  on  our 
ffcapp,  and  to  condpdl  us  to  the  town ;  we 
'  thereupon 
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thereupon  went  into  the  Generates  bml^  wbA 
foon  reached  Fort  Si.  Pedro.  '  '   v     * 

We  found  the  Governor-General  in  d'huigt 
audience-chamber  at  the  head  of  the  OfiScen  0f 
the  garrifon  alt  in  full  uniform.     1  he  bf^nffvou 
lence  apparent  in  his  countenancey   hta   ittmlf 
form  and  the  elegance  of  his  manners  filled  nm 
with  admiration  and  refpedt,  and  infpired  me 
Tvith  ideas  of  the  moft  favourable  kind,  which 
a  further  knowledge  amply  confirmed.  ^  That 
inimitable  General,  having  fpent  the  laft  thirty 
years  of  his  life  entirely  in  the  Brazils^  .would 
not  that  day  venture  to  fpeak  to  us  in   f  rencbj 
as  the  few  opportunities  he  had  enjoyed  of  cooU 
vcrfing  in  that  language,  might,  he  apjpreheiidcdp 
have  rendered  him  unable  to  exprefs  himicif  ia 
the  manner  he  could  wifli ;  but  a  Lieutenaricw 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  COnverfant  in  that  Ian* 
guage,  was  commanded  by  the  General  to  eo- 
quire  into  our  adventures,  andtoaflure  ua  that 
his  Excellency  would  give  us  every  afliftance  in 
his  power. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  immediately  addreil 
fed  himfelf  to  me-;  but  anxious  as 'I  waa  to 
avoid,  as  far  as  might  be,  implicating  myfelf  in 
any  concerns  of  the  officers  or  foldiers>  I  told 
him  that  I  had  not,  as  he  might  perceive  by  the 
report  fent  from  the  mouth  of  the  «vcr,.  iujy 
authority  or  connedion  either  with  the  itjAp  or 

the 
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the  troops ;  that  for  information  in  whatever 
regarded  them,  his  beft  ^ay  woxUd  be  to  addreCp 
himfelf  to  the  proper  pfficcrs  >vho  were  no  doubl; 
able  to  acpount  for  the  mutiny,  and  tpisxplaia 
their  own  conjdud,  fubje((2:s  upon  which  I  did  not 
wifli  tp  tajjk  ;  I  then  pointed  put  to  him  Enfign 
Prater;  who  I  informed  him  could  fpealf  French^ 
and  that  the  Steward,  who  was  likewifeprcfent^ 
could  fpeak  both  French  and  Jfalian, 

The  bulinefs  h^vjng  been  by  them  explained 
to  his  Excellency,  he  informed  the  officers  of 
fhe  troops  that  we  fhould  experience  the  libera- 
lity  due  to  the  fubjedf^  of  an  antient  ally  of  the 
Queep  his  Sovereign,  and  that  they  and  the  foU 
fdiers  (hpuld  b^  treated  as  his  Britannic  Majefly's, 
troppfi  wef-e  on  his  pwn  eftablilhment.  The 
Of^njeral  then  did  jne  the  honour  to  addrefs  a 
few  words  tp  me,  and  we  took  leave  till  the  hour 
pf  dinnejr. 

To  amufe  us  till  the  table  was  prepared,  a 
number  of  officers  conducted  us  to  the  houfe  of 
fhe  Commandant  Colonel  Manuel  Marquez  de 
Lima  de  Souza.  There  we  found  a  large  com* 
pany,  who  were  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
offering  their  fervices,  and  congratulating  us  on 
our  happy  arrival  in  their  country •  Various 
refrefhments  were  pfefented  to  us,  and  among 
the  reft,  fome  extremely  fine  bottled  porter, 
which,  as  that  part  pf  Bx'azil  has  np  traffic  what- 
ever 
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ever  with  any  other  quarter  of  the  WorZdj  is 
f  fteemed  more  than  Imperial  Tokai  is  in  Great 
Britain*  Every  individual  of  this  truly  refpeo* 
table  alTemhlage  loaded  us  with  oarefles^  and 
ieemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  adls  of  kind- 
nefs  towards  us.  :     :        . 

We  returned  to  the  Generars  about  foor» 
ivhen  dinner  was  announced,  and  we  were  mofi; 
fumptuoufly  entertained  ;  we  fat  down^  about 
forty  in  number,  to  a  fplendid  dinner  of  three 
courfes,  and  an  elegant  defert ;  but  fuch  is  tbe 
ftyle  in  which  his  Excellency  lives. 

In  the  evening  we  were  conduced  to  the 
quarters  which  had  been  provided  for  us.  His 
Excellency  had  already  diflinguiihed  ine»  and 
faid,  as  we  took  leave,  that  as  he  was  unable  to 
accommodate  me  in  his  own  hoUfe,  he  had  di- 
jredled  half  of  his  Adjutant-Generars  to  be  pre^ 
pared  for  me ;  Lieutenant  Drummond  exprefled 
9  delire  to  be  lodged  with  me ;  when,  finding 
there  was  fufHcient  room,  I  requefted  that  a  bed 
might  be  prepared  for  him  which  was  acconjr* 
ingly  done.  Next  morning  the  Lieutenant-*Co« 
lonel  of  engineers,  who  had  adled  as  interpreter 
the  day  before,  came  to  my  quarters  to  req[uire 
fhat  I  would  accompany  him  to  the  General'^ 
In  compliance  with  this  requeft  I  immediately 
went,  when,  after  fome  convcrfation  on  various 
fubjecls,  his  pxcellency  jold  me,  that  it^wouU) 

be 
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be  ncceffary  for  me,  together  with  the  officers 
of  the  (hip  and  troops,  to  make  a  report  af  every 
particular  regarding  bur  voyage,  to  be  tranC- 
mitted  to  the  Viceroy.  I  told  his  Eiccellency, 
that,  fituatcd  as  I  was,  I  could  make  no  report, 
as  I  had  not  the  honour  to  ferve  Britain  ;  I  had 
even  left  it  under  unpleafant  circumftances, 
and  had  no  concern  whatever  with  the  (hip  or 
troops,  being  only  a  paffenger,  as  his  Excel- 
lency would  perceive  by  the  report  made  by  his 
Majeffy's  officers  and  thofe  of  the  fhip,  on  our 
arrival  in  his  government.  The  General's  re- 
queft  was  therefore  communicated  to  Enfign 
Minchin,  and  the  other  gentlemen,  who,  incon- 
fequence,  drew  up  a  report  every  way  fimilar  to 
the  former  one,  but  more  ample ;  it  was  figned 
by  all,  myfelf  accepted,  and  certified  regularly 
to  be  a  TRUE  report.  In  this  document  Mn 
'Minchin  ftyled  himfelf  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant^ 
a  title  which  he  had  indeed  aflumed  from  the 
day  we  lef(  Falmouth,  faying,  that  he  had  that 
^ay  received  his  promotion. 

The  invitation  to  dine  with  the  General  was 
continued  during  our  ftay,  and  it  was  furiSier 
intimated  to  me,  that  his  Excellency  wifhed  to 
fee  me  every  morning  at  eight  o^clock.  On  the 
third  day,  waiting  upon  hini  according  to  hi* 
defire,  he  moft  politely  addrefTed  me,  telling  me^ 
he  was  confident  no  man  deiierved  bettcir  to  wear 
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a  fword  than  myfelf^  and  concluded  bf  praicidt* 
ing  me  with  a  moft  elegant  one» 

Flattering  as  it  was  to  be  thus  diftingiiiAcd 
by  this  excellent  and  accompHihcd  Gencml, 
ftiil  my  pleafure  was  not  totally  unaiisi^  vitb 
pain.  I  knew  the  effed  this  diftiniSlion  #iDuld 
have  on  the  minds  of  our  miliiary  g^tlemem^  and 
apprehended  fome  unpleafing  evei^t  in  coafe- 
quence  of  their  envy ;  I  however  coiii;inucd.  x&f 
exertions  to  acquire  and  to  deferve  the  fricadU 
fhip  and  prote&ion  of  his  Excellency^  and  die 
efleem  of  the  garrifon* 


CHAP.     XX 

News  comes  of  the  Lady  Shore  being  inmgfpi  HUf 
Monte  Video  on  the  Rio  da  Plata. — \Enfig^  ilfiJR- 
chin  and  the  furfer  Jend.  each  a  rrport.  io  Ar 
Spanijb  Governor. — Enfign  Prater's  hkeavimir  * 
the  author,  and  the  confequences  ^  ^/^^..^/'^^^ 
iX(ho  was  in  difgrace,  again  admitted  to   the  Qfi^ 

.     iKraVs  table  at  the  author* s  interc^fion^^*^J)i^ 

Jcfipt  ion  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande,  ibcpnm^ 

ners  of  the  inhabitants,  and  then  uncofnmoH  b^ffi* 

tality. -^Scandalous  hehaviour  of  the  Englffi  J^ 

e^efs.-r-^  .fbild ,  of  one  if  ih^  :EHgl(/b  JOd^nt 

cbryieiia 
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ibripned  at  Port  St.  Pedro. — The  Governor  and 
a  Lady  of  diftinfiionftandfponjors. — The  Author 
'  and  his  companidns  prepare  to  leihje  Rio  Grande.  ■ 
— Detained  by  contrary  winds. — T^he  mode  (^ 
catching  wild  cattle  in  that  country. — The  author 
refolves  to  go  over  land  to  Rio  Janiero^  and  obtains  , 
the  Governor's  leave  for  that  purpofe. — The  fame 
favour  refufed  to  Mr.  Minchin. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  the  Gene- 
ral received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Monte  Videoy  a  Spanifti  fettlement  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Rio  de  Plata,  acquainting  him  that 
an  Englifti  fliip  had  been  brought  in  there  by 
mutineers  ;  that  the  (hip's  name  was  the  Lady 
Shore,  bound  for  Botany  Bay,  with  Britifh  fol- 
dicrs  and  femald  convid:s  ;  that  the  Frenchmen 
who  then  commanded  her,  declared  that  they 
had  revolted  in  confequence  of  having  been  ^ 

FORCED     INTO      THe'     SERVICE      AS      SOLDIERS  ; 

that  they  had  made  themfelves  matters  of  the 
fhip  near  th^  Rio  Grande ;  in  doing  which  the 
taptain.  Chief  Mate,  and  a  foldier  were  killed, 
and  that  they  had  given  the  fhip*s  launch,  with 
all  things  neceflary,  to  a  Major,  two  officers  of 
the  troops,  two  of  the  (hip, '  arid  feveral  others, 
at  fome  diftancc  from  Rio  Grande.  The  Go^. 
vcrnor'  of  Monte  Video  cxpreffed  the  greateft 
concern  to  know  whether  we  got  fefely  on 

fliorc. 


f24  YHK  LIFE  or 

ihorCi  and  folicited  his  Excellency^  in  tittftwi 
were  with  hinij;  to  engage  as  to  fend  him  a  se^ 
port  of  the  tranfadion:  he  addedy  that  he  w» 
the  more  anxious  for  this^  as  he  could  rely  uponr 
our  report^  though  not  upon  that  of  the  muti* 
neer^. 

His  Excellency  communicated  the  pufpott.of 
this  letter  to  me^  and  urged  me  to  make  a  re^ 
port^  to  be  tranfmitted  to  tht  Govctiiot  of 
Monte  Video  I  but  I  returned  the  fame  anfwtf 
that  I  had  done  before,  and  excufed  myfelf  to 
him  as  having  no  command  in  the  ihip^  and 
having  left  home  in  difgrace. 

Two  reports  were  then  made,  one  by  Enfigd 
Minchin,  and  one  by  Mr.  Blacky  the  Purferi 
the  latter  was  done  with  candoofj  gddd  fenfei 
and  propriety ;  but  the  folrmelr  was  of  a  verjf 
different  defcription.  Minchirti  whether  ha' 
xeally  thought  what  he  wrotc^  or  whether  htf 
had  private  reafons  for  mifrepttfentatton^  tt- 
peated  the  ridiculous  charge  which  has  been  aU 
ready  hinted,  of  the  prompt  obedience  of  clMf 
faik)rs  to  the  mutineers  ;  this  he  reprefenced  iH 
a  criminal  light,  though  it  was  evident  to  every 
perfon  on  board  that  they  only  obeyed  from  nc^ 
Mflity,  and  becaufe  a  refufal  would^  in  all  pr»tf 
bability,  have  been  punifhed  with  deaths 

The  Surgeon  of  the  fhip^  a  fpiriced,  amiahkjir 
9nd  intelligent  young  man,  had,  as  I  belbre  ob« 

iervedtf 
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fci-vcd,  been  forcibly  detained  by  the  muti- 
neers ;  for  him  I  entertained  the  high  regard  he 
fo  well  deferved,  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  £xcel- 
leney  General  da  Veiga,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor^  in  which  I  accounted  for  not  making 
a  r^port^  intreating  him  to  diftinguifh  that  me- 
ritorious young  gentleman,  and  as  an  ad  of 
juftice  and  humanity,  to  enable  him  to  return 
to  London  as  foon  as  poffible.  I  addrelTed^  at 
the  fame  time,  another  to  the  Sui^eon,  both  of 
which  the  General  indulgently  inclofed  in  his 
Own  letter  to  the  Governor  pf  Monte  Fideo^  and 
which  he  difpatched  by  a  courier. 

The  effedl  which  the  partiality  the  General 
did  me  the  honour  to  bellow  upon  me,  began 
now  to  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  condud  of  fome  of 
my  compamon3.  Enfign  Prater,  in  contempt 
and  contradidlton  of  the  various  reports  he  had 
figned,  in  violation  of  every  focial  tie  which 
arofe  from  thofe  habits  of  intimacy  in  which  we 
lived  from  the  day  of  our  arrival  at  Rio  Grande^ 
gave  a  loofe  to  that  malice  he  could  no  longer 
contain.  He  not  only  divulged  what,  by  the 
common  confcnt  of  all  parties,  was  judged  pro-* 
per  to  be  concealed,  but  uttered  a  number  of 
malicious  (landers  againfl  me.  Thefe  his  hrotbn 
Ei^gH  reported  to  me,  with  many  fevere  ftric^i^ 
lures  onfuch  tmwarrantable  condud;  and  added^ 
that,  as  he  had  put  us  all  in  an  aukward  fitua* 

Q  tioii. 
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tion,  if  I  was  difpofcd  to  let  him  pafs    unpiKfc 
niihcd,  be  would  not. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes,  and  while  I 
was  yet  glowing  with  feelings  much  eafier  to  be 
imagined  than  dcfcribed,  I  faw  Prater  walking 
with  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate,  in  the  ftreet. 
Smitten  with  confcious  guilt,  he  fled,  and  at- 
tempted to  hide  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  a 
burgher;  I  followed,  and,  having  reached  him, 
faid,  that,  though  I  felt  more  afhamed  than 
proud  of  drawing  my  fword  againft  him,  ftill 
the  wanton  flanders  he  had  uttered  had  placed 
me  in  fuch  a  fituation,  in  a  ftrange  country,  as 
reduced  me  to  the  neceflity  of  vindicating  my- 
feif  with  the  arms  of  a  foldier;  he  had  there- 
fore no  remedy,  no  hope,  but  in  a  manly  dc^ 
fence.  He  flood  hefitating,  and  I  was  tempted 
to  haften  him  by  a  hearty  kick,  but  in  vain  ;  I 
told  him,  that,  after  having  abufed  me  in  the 
manner  he  had  done,  he  could  not  hope  to 
fcrcen  himfelf  behind  his  want  of  courage;  ftill 
he  refufed  to  draw.  My  fword  was  already  in 
my  hand,  and  my  point  diredled  to  hia  bofbm, 
when  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Mate,  (who,  together 
with  the  Steward,  into  whofe  quarters  he  had 
fled,  and  was  prefent  at  the  whole  affair,)  feited 
my  arm ;  and,  perhaps,  prevented  me  from  do« 
ing  that,  in  a  paroxyfm  of  paffion;  which  might 
have  embittprcd  every  copi  moment  of  my  fu« 
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fUrc  life.  I,  however,  made  him  leave  rfie  his 
f\vord,  and  then  permitted  him  to  flyi  but  un- 
fOrtunsitely^  Mt.  Murchifdn,  whofe  gaodnefs  of 
heart  indud^d  him  ta  interfere,  received  a  feve re 
-iVound  acrofs  his  hand,  ^hen  he  threw  himfelf 
before  rhc  to  fave  Praten 

•»  That  night  1  tvas  put  m  arreft  by  the  Gom- 
rfiandalrft,  who,  early  in  the  morning,  carried 
me  to  the  Govcrncfr ;  by  that  exccHent  General 
i  was  treafted  \^ith  great  and  even  unufual  kind- 
nefs^  and  had  the  ptoud  fatisfadlion  to'.hear 
from  himfelf  the  warmed  encomium  on  my 
donducft,  which  he  faid  had  given  me  a  frelh 
daim  to  his  friendfhip.  Mr.  Minchin  likewife 
waited  oft  his  Excellencry,  ta  exprtfs  hi^  difap- 
pfobation  of  his  brothel*  officer's  condud;  ami 
faid,  that  thcmgh  I  bad  fefFered  fonvc  difficulw 
rics  ift  nriy  oAvn  country,  which  it  was  not  his; 
boflnefs  to  explain^  ftill  Pratef,  as  well  as  him- 
fclfj  knew  me  to  be  a  gentleman  and  an  old 
officer.  I  then  wifhed  to  relate  to  the  General 
all  the  circumftances  of  my  difgracej  but  that 
truly  great  man  impofcd  filence  upon  me,  fay- 
ing,* ^*  I  will  not  fufFer  you  to  call  to  your  me- 
**  mory  any  painful  event." 

'  Prater,  as  well  as  myfclf,  had  been  put  under 
arreffi  and  was  not  yet  enlarged;  I  folicitcd 
his  Excellency  to  difchargc  him,  promifing 
Upon  my  honour,  that  I  would  no  more  lift  my 

Q  2  hand 
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againft  him  while  in  the  government  of  Ek 
Grande ;  his  Excellency  replied,  that  after  fucb 
a  promif  e  from  me,  itwas  no  longer  neccflary 
to  keep  Prater  in  confinement^  for  he  was  coin^ 
fident  that  there  w$s  no  danger  of  that  gentlemam^s 
attacking  me.  He  therefore  ordered  an  AidUd|i- 
€amp  to  announce  to  him  that  he  was  at  lib^n- 
tys  but  that  his  appearance  at  the  Gei)eral> 
table  would  be  difpenfed  with  for  the  future. 

The  next  morning  Prater  fent  to  me  to  pup- 
pofe  to  make  any  apology  I  might  require  |  \ 
anfwered  him,  that  /  could  receive  no  apolo^gp 
from  him,  but  I  chought  he  would  do  well  C|^ 
apologize  to  the  Governor  for  the  impiiQpnc|f 
ei  his  condudE.     He  accordingly  fent  to  the 
Colonel  of  engineers,  the  General's  Aid-dii- 
Camp,  and  myfelf,  and  addreffing  himself  t» 
them,  he  begged  of  them  to  afiure  his  £jECc)-r. 
lency  that  he  lamented   his  mifconduftj    and; 
folcmnly  declared  that  what  he  had  doiie  pr^r 
ceeded  from  the  effecfls  of  env,y'  and   wins* 
This  meflage  was  immediatety  delivered  to  the 
General,  who  fmilcd  and  laid,  *•  Tell;  thp  pQgr 
^  gentleman  to  come  and  dine  at  my  table  wtiei^ 
**  he  pleafes  ;"   and   Prater,    to  the  u.tt;er   i|f- 
toniihment  of  every  one  who  knew  the  tranlac- 
tion,  never  failed  to  appear  at  dinner  as  if  nor- 
thing had  happened. 
The  province  of  Rio  Grande  lies  about  liie 
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^th  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  34th  of  weft 
longitude;  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile,  pro- 
dbting  aft  thingsff  in  the  greateft  abundance, 
•  witfh  \«^hich  the  in*iaibi]Cants  are  well:  fupplied  ^ 
ki  fktSiry  the  luxury  of  the  firft  clafs  of  the  people 
iieifceifiveijiindfnchafs  One  would  fcarcelyes^pedt 
ht  2t  piia:ed  alin>oft  fhut  cut  from  the  reft  of  the 
world.  The  te^n  6i  Pm  Sf.  Pedn  is  fituated 
tbout  four  leagues  from  the  mouih  of  the  riverj; 
from  whidh  the  province  tatoes  its  nattei  ick 
i^ftly  of  wood^  id-barit,  and'^  ftr^gling;'widi 
wrty  few  gbod'h^ufesT}  nor  did  I  fee  above  tw^ 
*r  three  tbiiif  cotofifted  of  irioirechan  one  floor. 
The  Governor*!  houfe  is  fmall,  but  convenU 
enieiit  and  lidd  om  entirely  on  ai  military  plan* 
It  cdnfifts  of  a  Aiitepf  apartments,  all  on  thi 
gkHMifili  iIoo3^:  Thtre  i»  ^  handfome  cathedral; 
with  very  fuitable  eftablifhments  about  itj 
and  I  fhbuid  fiij^pofti  that  heve,  as-  well  asr  every 
where,  the  clergy  ire  well  taken  care  of. 

The  pe6ple,  uhlike  thofe  of  the  mother 
country,  are  remarkably  clean,  arid  drefs  in  a 
fplendid  martnei^;  thdirlkilm,  which  feemswitk 
them  a  fkvourSte  article  ofdreft,  is  exceedingly 
fine,  and  is  always  fo  clean  that  it  really  prepo& 
fefTes  a  ftrange^  in  their  favour;  notwithftanding 
f'  have  ever  Carried  <jfeanlineft  to  a  finical  nice- 
ty, I  made  but  a' fecond- rate  figure  at  Port  St. 
Pedro  I  for  fuch  is  the  efFedt  of  ihe  fun,  and  the 
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pure  water,  that  their  linen  is  white  beyond  all 
imagination. 

I.  The  hofpitality  of  the  Rio-grandtans  far  exceeds 
all  I  ever  £iw  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  i 
they  arc  not  contented  with  the  cool  civility 
which  is  dignified  with  the  name  of  hofpitaltty 
in  other  countries;  they  court  the  fociery  of 
ftrangers,  merely  for  the  fake  of  heaping.bene-p 
Jits  upon  them,  and  they  are  ever  upon  tho 
watch  for  opportunities  to  do  fervice  to  all  that 
approach  their  dwellings.  I  h^ve  already  faid 
a  few  words  on  the  manner  in  which  the  officers 
were  treated,  but  Brazilian  hofpitality  ftopt  not 
here;  the  inhabitants  followed  the  very  ibldieri 
in  the ilreets,  giving  them"  invitations  to  their 
houfes,  and  preding  favours  upon  them.  How 
phe  foldiers  returned  thefe  acls  of  kindnels  wili 
be  fcen  hereafter. 

Befides  the  regular  forces,  the  whole  malec 
are  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  fprm,  if  not  per^ 
haps  the  beft  difcipUned,  by  far  the  beft  dreficd 
corps  in  the  world ;  their  waiftcoata  and 
breeches  are  generally  iilk,  as  are  the  linings  of 
their  coats  ;  thefe,  with  the  excedive  whitenefs 
and  cleannefs  of  their  Uncn,  render  their  ap^ 
pearance  truly  elegant. 

The  orderly  and  civilized  manners  of  this 
elegant  corps  formed  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the 
J^pfi^yipur  of  pur  Britifh  foldicfs  (tyro  Serjeant^ 
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two  Corporals,  and  two  privates)  who  were 
there.     Thefe  heroes  were  perpetually  quarrel- 
ling, not  only  among  thcnnfclves,  and  with  their 
own  officers,  but  with  their  benefadors  in  the 
town,  on  whom  they  never  failed  to  beftow 
cytvy  abufive  epithet  their  knowledge  of  the 
Port  uguefe  language  afforded  them,  by  way.  of 
return  for  the  civilities  thpy  received.   This  irre- 
gular and  brutal  condudt  occaiioned  the  Gene.* 
ral,  though  the  mildeft  and  m<^ft  humane  man 
living,  to  imprifon  them  in  the  guard-houfe ; 
nay,  fuch  was  itheir  behaviour,  that  during  the 
feven  weeks  we  wiere  tber;C,  they  were  never  ^11 
at  liberty.     So  much  was  his  ExceUisncy  dif- 
pleafed  with  them,  that  I  have  heard  him  re«^ 
peatedly  fay,  he  would  rather  fend  them  home 
at  his  owa  expe^ce,  than  fuffer  them  to  remain 
in  the  country  be  governed ;  and  all  th^  officers , 
of  the  garrifon  declared  with  one  voice,  that  for 
the  lad  ten  years  fo  many  punifhments  had  not 
been  known  in  that  country.     Sorry  am  I  to 
;idd,  that  fo  frequent  vifitors  thefe  foldiers  were 
to  the  prifon,  that  the  inhabitants  gave  It  the 
liame  of  the  Englijb  tarrach. 

I  might  fill  a  volume  with  particular  instances 
of  the  kindnefs  w^e  e:^perienced,  but  the  follow- 
ing will  certainly  (hew  that  the  foldiers  ought 
lo  have  at  leaft  comported  themfelves  with 
4cpcacy.     One  of  their  wiyes  whq  camp  witln 
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US  had  been  brought  to  bed  a  few  days  before 
we  left  the  fhip ;  the  infant  as  well  as  the  mo^ 
ther  arrived  fafe^  and  were  by  a  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral's  widow^  received  into  her  houfe.  She 
cloathed  the  mother^  and  finding  the  €hUc| 
had  not  yet  been  chrillened^  refolved  to  have 
that  ceremony  performed  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  church  of  Rome.  A  chriftening  is  a  veiy 
important  concern  in  this  country,  and  m^ 
naged  with  much  fplendor;  accordingly  th9 
foldier*s  wife  was  dreffed  very  handfomcly,  oiu 
namented  with  diamonds  which  the  lady  lent 
her.  The  Brigadier's  widow  and  the  Genera) 
flood  fponfors ;  the  ceremony  was  conduced  ia 
a  moft  magnificent  flyle,  and  when  it  was  ovmj^ 
the  General  prefented  the  father  with  a  fmaU 
fum^  which  would  probably  afterwarda  liava 
been  augmented,  had  not  his  milcondui^  pre* 
eluded  his  Excellency's  bounty*  * 

We  had  been  fix  weeks  in  Rio  Grande,  every 
day  experiencing  frefh  marks  of  kindnefs  from 
the  General  and  the  inhabitants  ;  it  may  indeed 
be  truly  faid^  that  his  Excellency  makes,  huma- 
nity his  employment^  and  that  thofe  under  him 
ftrive  to  imitate  him.  To  myfelf  he  was  conti« 
nually  fhewing  new  proofs  of  friendlhip^  and 
when  I  was  about  to  go^  earneflly  intreated.me 
to  remain  with  him;  an  invitation  too  ho- 
nourable and  too-  flattering  to  have  been  de^ 
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clined^  h^d  I  nw,  for  m^ny  reafoiis,  thought  jpaf 
prefence  in  Britain  abfolyt^Iy  neceflary. 

AbouC  the  sioth  of  September  v^c  prepared  to 
go  on  board  fome  coaftiQg  velTela  for  Jiio  de 
Janeiro ;  Enfign  Minchin,  his  Lady,  the  PurfcTj^ 
and  myfelf,  embarked  in  one  vcffel,  and  Enfign 
Prater,  Mr.  Drummond,  the  fbldicrs'  wivcsj[, 
fuid  the  reft  of  our  company  on  board  four 
others.  The  General  made  mcfeveral  valuable 
prefentsL  at  my  departure,  and  hefides  Elled  our 
ihip  with  abundance  of  all  kinds  of  provifions 
for  the  paflagcw 

The  wind,  proving  unfavomablewe  rcmaine4 
three  weeks  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where 
we  amufed  ourfehres  with  0ioocing.  Wc  found 
vaft  numbers  of  a  kind  o£  plover^  called  by  the 
iPortuguefe  ^uero^.^uerOi  from  theic  cry;  ips^r^ 
fridges  are  by  no  means  plentiful,,  but  there  are 
abundance  of  fiiipes,  Horks,  fea  parrots^  &c. 
The  great  number  of  vultures  that  abound  here 
are  a  real  blefling  tx>  the  inhabitants,  who  kin 
every  year  vaft  quantities  of  wild  cattle  for  thp 
fake  of  the  (kins  ;  the  carcafes  which  they  leave 
in  the  woods  would,  by  their  putrcfadion,  occa- 
fion  peftilence,  did  not  they  find  a  ready  fepul^ 
f:hre  in  the  n4)acious  maws  of  thefe  voracious 
lairds.. 

They  take.thcfc  cattle  in  a  very  Angular 
ip^nner^    Que  of  tjbeir  methods  iS'  by  means  of 
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a  thong  of  plaited  leather,  from  thirty  to  forty 
feet  in  length  ;  a  ring  of  iron  at  one  end  fervcs 
to  pafs  the  other  end  through,  and  thus  form  a 
running  noofe.     The  Indian  who  ufes  this,  gets 
within  reach  of  a  hor£e  or  bullock,  and  taking  a 
large  coil  of  the  thong  in  his  right  hand^   and 
feveral  others  ready  to  veer  away  in  his  left  ;  he 
dexteroufly  throws  it  over  the  animal's  head, 
while  he  is  flying  from  him  full  fpeed,  and  by^a 
fuddcn  check  brings  him  to  the  ground.     Their 
other  method  is  by  three   balls  connected  by  a 
thong,  two  of  which  are  about  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  third,  which  is  to  be  held  in 
the  band  about  two  inches*     The  hunter,  ivhen 
he  wifhes  to  ufe  this,  takes  the  fmail  ball  in  his 
right-hand,  and  fwings  the  other  two  round  hit 
head  till  he  has  got  the  proper  aim  and  velocity; 
he  then  throws  it  at  the  legs  of  the  animal  he  b 
purfuing,  with  fuch  dexterity,  as  either  to  break 
or  entangle  them  as  he  thinks  fit.     With    thefe 
inftruments,  it  is  computed  that  from  three  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  head  of  cattle  are  anno* 
ally  flaughtered. 

We  were  feveral  days  detained  by  contrary 
winds,  and  it  being  the  general  opinion  of  ^1 
who  knew  the  coaft,  that  the  wind  would  not 
ftiift  till  the  moon  changed,  my  anxiety  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  increafed,  and  my  natural  im 
patience  of  temper  rendered  me  quite  unhappfr. 
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I'therefore  refoived  to  folicit  the  Governor  ot 
permit  me  to  go  over  land,  in  fpite  of  the  dan- 
ger and  difficulty  attending  fuch  an  expedition  i 
but  before  I  applied  to  his  Excellency  I  prc^ 
vailed  on  Mr.  Black  the  Purfer,  to  promifc  to 
accompany  me. 

In  confequencc  of  this  refolution  I  difpatchcd 
;i  meffenger  to  his  Excellency  the  General,  wbo, 
TA^ith  his  ufuai  kindnefs  and  politene&j  returned 
me  an  immediate  anfwcr,  allowing  me  to  go 
when  I  p  leafed,  and  to  take  with  me  whom  I 
inigh't  chnfe.       "  ^ 

Next  morning,  at  day-brcaky  wedifembarkcd 
to  return  to  town.  When  wc  left  the  flaip  the 
wind  was  contrary,  but  juft  as  we  reached  the 
ifaore  it  chopped  about  i  the  pilot  made  the 
fignal  for  the  i^eflcls,  ten  in  ail,  to  weigh ;  we 
fiood  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  and^  with  fome 
regret,  faw  them  ftand  to  fea,  and  every  fliip, 
except  thi^t  which  we  had  juft  left,  pafe  the  bar 
in  fafety.  She  ft  ruck  upon  a  bank,  and  a  vio- 
lent gale  fpringing  up  at  that  moment,  the  pilot 
went  to  her  affiftance,  but  thinking  her  loft,  his 
own  boat  and  the  fhip^s  launch  took  out  all  the 
perfons  on  board.  Mr«  and  Mrs.  Minchin  (avcd 
all  their  property,  but  Mn  Black's  trunk  and 
mine  were  left  on  board,  and  the  (hip  prefentlf 
after  going  to  pieces,  the  unfortunate  Purfer  was 
jigain  ftripped  of  almoft  every  thing. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Minchin  landed  on  the  iiortrh  fide  of  th€ 
river,  which  is  very  broad,  and  wc  were  on  the 
fouth,  where  no  boat  was  to  be  had ;  they  there- 
fore went  to  the  pilot's,  and  wc  lAounted  our 
horfes  to  proceed  to  the  town.  The  General 
|iad  already  learnt  from  the  fignals,  that  one  of 
the  (hips  had  been  lofl:  on  the  bank  ;  front  us  he 
Iea.rnt  all  the  particulars,  and  next  morning 
fent  his  barge  to  bring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minchinto 
town. 

Mr.  Minchin  requefted  the  General  to  permi( 
him  to  proceed  over  land,  but  hi?  Excellency 
thought  proper  to  refufe,  telling  him,  that  he 
would  provide  him  a  paffage  in  one  of  the  next 
Ihips,  which  would  fail  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days.  The  General  added,  that  fuch^  an  indni^ 
genee  was  very  unufual,  and  that  his  granting:  it 
to  me  was  purely  the  effecfl  of  private  frxendi^ 
ihip,  as  he  muft  anfwer  himfelf  for  any  coirfe^ 
qucnces  th^t  might  cnfuc. 


CHAP,  XXI. 

^bf  author  prepares  for  bis  journey^  dcctnnpan^^  kf 
Mr.  Blacky  Richards  a  boy^  a  Brazilian JenxM^ 
two  dragoons^  and  two  Indians. — Set  out,  and  l^ 
the  Jirji  night  at  Tropa  Velha^  iXuhere  the  ctmntfj 
i^^gins  to   grow  fertile. — Elegant  entertainment 

there. 
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there. ^^Dine  at  the  but  of  a  poor  Farmer. — Sleep 
4t  tke  bou/e  $f  an  officer,  of  auxiliary  drago$ns, 
tvhere  the  entertainment  is  magnificent. — Remark'^ 

.  able  fttuatiQH  ^  Moiflardio. — Manner  of  marking 
horfes  §n  the  r^al  farnts. -^Dexterity  of  the  In-* 
dians  in  the  nfe  (f  two  verjjingular  weapons. — A 
fnerry  prank  played  on  a  Farmer. — Torres^  a  fort 
^n  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande,  ^- 
Jcription  of  it  ,•  vajl  nnmher  of  feals  tkerf^ — Bra^ 
zUian  cavalry. --^CharaSer  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rio  Grande. — Farinha,  a  root  ufed  as  afubftitute 

.  for  bread* — Difficulty  in  croffing  a  large  river. --^ 
A  curious  old  Frencbman.-^Eximordinary  mode  of 
fiJking.'^Mountains  near  Laguna.-^Pari  with 
fbeir  f&rm^r  guideSp^^-Fn^m  Laguna  the  road  to^ 
wards  St.C0^tbarinfi*i  very  baci-^Stop  at  a  what^ 
fifhery^  and  next  day  arrive  at  St.  Catharine* s. 

yV  B  now  prfpafe4  for  ouir  journey,  with  the 
^tigues  <^  wbiqH  we  Wfre  niade  fully  acquaints 
ed^  both  by  the  General  and  othef s^  who  knew^ 
and,  had  experience^l  them.  They  repr e&nted. 
to  me  in  very  urgent  tei^n^^  tlnit  none  bur  a 
ftrong  ttmi  inuMcd  to  hu^o,  could  fiipporot 
fyqk  afte|ipediti«n»  through  a  CQunti^y  in  niaii.>( 
pVifrei^  def<i4a|i6^.»n4ia4iibut  thinty  inhabittdfi; 
i^  my  fyfctyi  i^ejc  ei^fcCed  m>  aj^i^^nfion,  as 
my  habits  had  exoT  Iieen  of  tkkc  ti^noiis  and 
e^terpriiing  kif^jF^  Jbmt  ^^  wUfcai  wdl-mcant 
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^arneftnefs  of  intrcaty,  dcfircd  me  by  no  meMS 
to  think  of  taking  Mr.  Black  or  the  boy  Richafdar 
with  me. 

Though  Mr.  Black  was  not  an  cxpcn  horle- 
man^  and  the  boy  had  never  been  in  the  fsddle  ; 
the  former  treated  the  fatigue  and  datnger  with 
contempt,  and  I  was  moreover,  befides  the  wilh 
I  had  for  fuch  a  companion,  bound  to  hinn  by  a 
promife ;  as  for  the  boy,  his  artlcfs  intreaties 
were  irrefiftible;  and  he  had  fo  loi^g  bcfcn  ufcd 
to  look  up  to  me  as  his  only  protector,  that  he 
would  not  be  dilTuaded  ;  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  permit  him  to  join  in  the  expedition. 

The  mode  of  travelling  in  that  country  is 
truly  Angular.  There  are  no  inns  or  any  place 
where  frelh  horfes  may  be  regularly  procured, 
the  traveller  therefore  takes  with  him  fnomffty 
to  a  hundred  horfes  y  by  far  the  greater  part  of  which 
have  never  been  mounted;  thefc  are  driven  be- 
fore him  quite  loofe,  by  one  or  two  Indians^  and 
when  the  horfe  on  which  he  rides  is  fatigued,  the 
Indian  catches  him  another.  This  would  to  an 
European  be  no  eafy  tafk,  but  here  it  is  far 
othcrwife  ;  for  you  have  only  -to  point  out  the 
horfe  you  wi(h,  and  the  Indian  makes  direftly 
at  him,  throws  his  thong  or  lace,  before  de- 
fcribed,  over  the  animal's  head,  and,  in.fpite  of 
all  his  efforts,  leads  him  to- you. 

His  Excellency  had  given  me  an  old  dragoon^- 

who 
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who  kncvvftht  country,  for  a  guides  and  a  militia 
dragoon,  to  add  to  our  force  ;  we  had  alfp  twa 
Indians  to  drive  our  horfes.  We  were  furnilh- 
cd  with  leathern  bafkets  for  our  baggage,  which 
are  laid  on  the  backs  of  the  horfes,  fomcwhat 
like  panniers;  we  had,^  however,  not  much  to 
carry,  the  whole  confifting  of  a  few  changes  of 
linen,  and  a  fpare  coat,  our  heavy  articles  hav- 
ing been  left  in  the  fhip  and  loft  by  her  being 
wrecked* 

We  took  leave  of  our  moft  worthy  friend  and 
benefadlor  tjie  Governor,  who,  together  with 
moft  of  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  accompanied 
us  to  the  river  fide.  Our  conductor,  who  was 
already  in  the  north  town,  having  prepared 
every  thing  for  our  departure,  we  croffed  that 
evening,  a  diftance  confiderably  above  a  league^ 
On  the  fourth  of  Odober,  about  feven  in  the 
morning.  Black,  myfelf,  little  Richards,  and  a 
fervant  I  had  engaged  at  Rio  Grande^  began  our 
march.  About  eleven  we  reached  the  village  of 
Eftreita^  where  we  dined  with  the  curate,  who 
gave  us  a  very  friendly  reception.  After  dinner 
we  refumed  our  route  on  frefli  horfes,  and  in  the 
evening,  about  fix,  we  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  a 
captain  of  auxiliary  cavalry,  about  eleven  leagues 
diftant  from  the  place  whence  we  fet  put. 

We  were  elegantly  entertained,  but  fat  down 
to  fupper  by  ourfelves,  the  whole  family  being 
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under  the  deeped  afflidlion  for  the  loft  6fi  ileif 
relat^i;  who  died  a  few  days  before.  This  re-* 
latidlThad  come  to  a  tragical  end  while  wc  were 
preparing  fdr  our  journey^  having  been  found 
murdered  upon  the  fhore  near  St.  Pedro*  It 
was  generally  fuppofod  that  he  ^d  been  detcc-* 
ted  in  an  intrigue^  as  he  had  been  feveral  times 
obferved  b/  his  fcrvants  to  go  out  Ute  in  the 
evening,  difguifed  and  armed ;  fx6tn  the  mark 
about  his  neck  it  was  evident  that  he  had  been 
fuddcniy  caught  by  a  *  lace,  nd  very  unufual 
mode  of  affaflination  in  that  country,  and  having 
been  thus  ftrangled  was  thrown  into  the  water. 

A  little  before  we  reached  this  place^  wher^ 
we  took  up  our  firft  night's  quarters,  the  coun-- 
try  begun  to  look  more  fertile,  and  Cuhivation 
to  appear.  This  captain's  houfc  is  one  of  thofe 
appointed  for  the  reception  of  the  Governor^'in 
his  journeys  between  Port  Allegro,  a  town  fitu- 
ated  about  60  leagues  up  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
he  ufually  refides,  and  Port  St.  Pedro,  which  he 
onlyoccafionally  vifits.  Ourfupperwas,a«  I  have 
before  mentioned,  very  fumptuous,  and  mighty 
at  learft,  have  handfomely  entertained  forty  per- 
fons  ;  a  vaft  quantity  of  provifion  went  away 
lintafted,  and  after  a  fine  dcfert,  and'plenty  of 
excellent  wines,  we  retired  to  reft;  our   beds 

^  The  natives  give  the  name  of  lace  to  the  plaited  Iea« 
thcr  thong  with  which  they  catch  animals. 

were 
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iirere  fuitable  to  our  fupper ;  I  flept  in  thait  ap- 
j)iopriatcd  to  the  General,  and  Mr.  Bkck  in 
that  of  his  Adjutant.  The  whole  of  this  feat 
is  extremely  pleafant,  and  the  gardens  are  laid 
but  with  tafte;  it  belongs  to  Captain  Lmz  da 
Souza^  whoj  from  his  being  the  oldeft  captain. 
Called  it  Tropa  Velhn,  or  the  old  troop* 

After  a  hearty  breakfaft  we  too.s  leave  of  our 
hofpitablc  entertainer^  and  proceeded  on  bur 
journey  through  a  fine  roman  ic  country. 
About  eleven  we  reached  a  hu:,  where  we  could 
have  nothing  to  cat  till  they  killed  a  fheep,  upon 
part  of  which  we  dined.  In  this  hut  the  crew 
of  a.fouth-feaman,  wrecked  upon  the  coaft  fome 
years  agd,  lived  a  confidcrable  time,  and  one  of 
them  who  embraced  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,' 
ftill  remains  a  few  leagues  off.  The  Gencral^j 
whofe  humanity  every  ftranger  Is  fure  to  cxpfc- 
rience,  not  only  flood  fponfor  to  hirn  at  the  time 
bf  his  fecond  baptifm,  but  fhewed  him  many 
iharks  of  favour,  which,  fo  far  as  I  could  Icarn^ 
he  tery  little  defcrved. 

After  a  Ihort  repofc  during  the  heat  of  the 
(day,  wheii,  in  fad,  travelling  is  almoft  impoC* 
jSbk,  we  again  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and 
that  night  were  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  z 
Captain  of  dragoons,  named  J&ze  Cameiro  Ge^ 
raldes^  This  gentleman's  houfe  is  likewift  one 
of  tliofe  where  the  General  repofes  in  his  prp^ 

R  greffes^ 
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greflcs,  and  here  again  we  were  feafled  iii  A 
fumptuous  manner.  Our  beds  Were  extremely 
magnificent,  and  here,  as  the  night  before^ 
and  I  may  add,,  fo  long  as  we  flept  at  his 
Excellency's  houfes  of  reft,  I  was  compli- 
mented with  the  General's  own  bed^  and 
Mr.  Black  with  that  of  his  Adjutant.  Next 
morning  we  were  furnifhed  with  provifions  and 
other  neceflarics,  and  after  breakfaft  fet  for- 
ward. 

About  our  ufual  hour  we  reached  the  village 
of  Moi/lardio,  where  we  dined  with  the  vicar,  a 
man  of  good  education  and  polite  manners^  who 
gave  us  a  very  kind  reception.  This  village  is 
remarkable  for  its  fituation,  being  in  the  middle 
of  a  fand,  though  furrounded  by  a  very  fine  and 
fertile  country ;  it  confifts  of  one  large  ftreet  of 
tolerably  well-built  houfes.  After  dinner  we 
continued  our  route  to  Na/fantiadePavox,  aroyd 
farm,r  Here,  to  the  number  of  horfes  we  had 
already  collcded,  and  were  driving  before  us,  we 
added  about  a  dozen  ;  they  arc  the  property  of 
the  crown,  and  are  diftinguilhed  by  having  one 
car  cut. 

The  adjacent  country,  as  far  as  can  be  leeh,  i$ 
covered  with  infinite  numbers  of  wild  horfes, 
fome  few  of  which  may  indeed  have  been<mce 
or  twice  mounted,  and  then  again  loft  or  turned 
liK>fc,  but  by  far  tUcgrcftteft  part  are  in  a  ftate 
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of  nature.  The  inhabitants  keep  a  few,  and  but 
a  few  domeftic  ones,  and  when  they  want  any 
for  the  King's  fervice,  for  which  demands  are 
frequently  made,  they  catch  the  wild  ones, 
and  among  the  number  thus  coHeded,  the  tra- 
veller muft  fcledk  thofe  he  means  to  ride.  As 
neither  of  my  Britilh  companions  nor  my  fer- 
Vant  were  expert  horfemen,  I  always  defired  that 
they  fhould  have  the  tameft  horfes.  Little 
Richards,  on  account  of  his  youth,  I  mounted 
on  the  moft  tradable,  Mr.  Black  claimed  the 
next  preference,  and  then  my  Brazilian  ferVJint ; 
as  to  myfclf,  the  dragoons,  and  the  Indians,  we 
took  any  that  offered,  if  they  only  appeared  to 
be  able  to  perform  their' work. 

Ntxt  day  we  reached  the  houfe  of  an  auxiliary 
Captain,  where  we  dined,  and  were  entertained 
in  a  plain  hofpitable  manner  $  after  dinner  we 
again  proceeded,  and  I  was  eye-witnefs  to  » 
piece  of  Indian  dexterity  and  addrefs,  which  I 
cannot  forbear  relating  at  full  length,  as  it  will 
more  forcibly  than  any  defcription  exemplify 
the  manner  in  which  they  "^ufe  their  plaited 
thong,  called  in  that  country  lace^  and  their 
halls. 

Towards  evening  one  of  the  horfes  which  we 

were  driving  before  us,  contrary  to  the  common 

pradtice  of  thofe  animals,  feemed; determined  tt> 

efcape  from   his   companioM*    After  fcveril 

R  a  fruitlefs 
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fruitlefs  attempts,  he  at  length  fiiccceded  nt 
detaching  himfelf^  and  gdlopped  away  at  a  moft 
furious  rate ;  one  of  the  Indians  purfued  him, 
I  accompanied  him  in  the  chace.  After  follow- 
ing him  for  at  leaft  an  hour,  over  every  obftacle, 
during  which  time  the  Indian  made  feveral  vain 
attempts  to  noofe  him  in  his  lace,  no  rcfource 
was  left,  fince  night  was  coming  on  andve 
were  drawing  near  a  wood,  bat  the  iails.  Thefc 
are  never  unneceiTarily  ufed,  as  the  danger  of 
laming  the  animal  is  confiderable;  but  the 
profpeft  of  lofing  the  horfe  in  the  thicket,  and 
perhaps  a  little  pique  at  the  trouble  occafioned 
by  the  unruly  bead,  induced  the  Indian  to 
apply  to  this  lad  expedient.  He  therefore  took 
his  balls,  as  before  defcribed  ;  holding  the 
fmall  one  in  his  right  hand,  he  followed  the 
objed  of  our  purfuit,  whirling  them  round  his 
head  till  he  faw  his  opportunity  ;  when  (at 
about  forty  yards  diftancc)  he  threw  them  with 
great  force  at  the  animal.  The  balls  flew  whirl- 
ing through  the  air,  and  completely  entangled 
the  hind  legs  of  the  horfe,  fo  that  they  were  de- 
prived of  all  motion  unlefs  together.  Thus 
hampered,  the-  furious  bead  dragged  himfelf 
near  a  mile,  until  fatigue  compelled  him  to  flop, 
when  the  Indian,  with  great  dexterity,  threw  the 
lace  over  his  head,  and  hawled  it  tight  round 
bis  neck.  Curious  to  know  how  he  would  un- 
fix 
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fix  the  balls,  which  were  twiftcd  in  a  very  ex- 
itraordiiiary  manner  round  the  horfe*s  hind  legs, 
I  offered  na.afliftance,  but  fuffered  him  to  ma- 
nage the  bufinefs  entirely  by  himfelf. 

He  begun  by  difmounting,  and  dill  keep^ 
ing  his  la€e  tight,  tied  a  knot  with  the  end 
of  it  round  the  fore  legs  of  the  horfe,  by  the 
means  of  which  he  in  a  moment  threw  him 
upon  hi«  iide;  he  then  fee  his  foot  on  the 
horfe's  neck,  but  without  flackening  that  part 
of  the  lace  which  was  round  it,  and  crawled 
down  over  his  body,  till  he  could  reach  the 
hind  legs,  from  which  he  difentangled  the  halls ; 
after  this  he  flipped  the  knot  which  tied  the 
lore  legs,  and  allowing,  him  to  rife,  led  him 
away.  We  then  rejoined  our  companions,  and 
reached  the  houfe  of  a  farmer,  who  was  alfo  an 
auxiliary  Lieutenant,  fituated  in  a  moll  roman- 
tic fpot;  on  one  fide,  the  yiew  is  bounded  by 
mountains,  and  on  the  other,  it  opens  to  an  ex- 
tenfivc  profpedt,  where  woods,  lakes,  and  rivers 
afford  a  moft  charming  relief  to  each  other.  The 
country  is  very  fertile,  and  the  uncultivated 
parts  abound  in  game,  and  immenfe  numbers  of 
wild  horfes  and  cattle  j  oft  riches  are  alfp  very 
plentiful  here. 

We  were  hofpitably  received,  and  provided 

^ith  good  accommodations  of  every  fort,  and 

10  the  pjornipg  purfued  ouy  journey.    About 

R  3  noon 
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noon  we  arrived  at  a  very  poor  fsLtttt,  whcit 
we  could  procure  no  refrefhinent^  except  a  little 
milk  :  we  therefore  had  recourfe  co  the  provi^ 
lions  we  had  brought  with  us,  and  in  the  even- 
ing ibund  ourfelves  at  a  farm  not  much  better 
than  that  we  had  lately  left ;  here  we  pafied  the 
night. 

Next  morning,  about  ten,  we  oame  to  a  rivw, 
which  we  forded,  and  about  noon  came  to  fome 
iiftiermen's  huts  on  the  banks,  of  the  river,  near 
its  mouth ;  we  were  again  compelled  to  dine  on 
our  own  provifions,  and  then  forded  the  river  a 
fecond  time.  About  five  we  arrived  at  a  clufter 
of  ruined  huts,  occupied  by  a  few  negroes,  and 
a  new  unfinifhed  houfe  at  a  fmall  diftance. 
Here  we  found  nothing  but  fome  beef,  milk,  ^od 
eggs,  and  the  negroes  huts  were  fo  ruinous  and 
filthy,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  enter  them 
without  difguft;  the  new  houfe  was  Ihut  up, 
the  windows  were  barred  on  theinfide,  one  door 
was  bolted  within,  the  other  locked,  and  the 
owner,  who  was  gone  to  another  eftate  he  occu- 
pied at  a  confiderable  diftance,  had  the  key  with 
him.  Notwithftanding  I  had  often  lain  in  the 
fields,  I  did  not  feel  myfelf  at  all  difpofed  to 
do  fo  when  a  good  houfe  prefented  itfelf,  but 
the  difficulty  was  how  to  get  in.  We  could  npt 
force  the  windows  without  doing  injury,  on-ac- 
cbunt  of  the  ftrcngth  of  the  bars;  but  an  opeiw 

ing 
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ingof  conliderabic  fize  over  each  door,  though 
too  fniall  to  creep  through,  gave  us  a  view  of 
the  interior  of  the  houfe.  By  looking  through 
the  hole  over  the  door  which  was  locked,  I  could 
perceive  where  the  bolt  on  the  infide  of  the 
other  was  ;  one  perfon  was  therefore  held  up  by 
the  reft  of  us,  who,  putting  his  arm  and  a  long 
flick  through  the  aperture  over  the  bolted  door, 
with  much  difficulty,  after'  a  number  of  ineffec- 
tual efforts,  withdrew  the  bolt. 

We  found  the  houfe  totally  unfurnifhed,  but 
there  was  a  fide  of  b^coi^  and  a  cheefe,  with 
which  we  made  free  to  augment  our  fupper ;  we 
then  made  our  beds  of  pur  horfe  cloths  and 
went  to  reft.  In  the  morning,  when  ready  to 
depart,  we  refblved  to  play  a  fly  joke  upon  our 
landlord,  and  accordingly  firft  bolted  the  locked 
door,  fo  as  to  render  his  key  ufelefs.  We  then 
all  went  out,  except  the  boy  Richards,  who, 
having  bolted  the  other  door,  built  himfelf  a 
little  ftage,  by  the  help  of  which  he  reached  the 
hole  over  it.  Through  this  we  with  difficulty 
dragged  him,  and  then  having  pufhed  down 
the  ftage  with  a  ftick,  and  bribed  the  negroes 
to  fecrecy,  we  departed,  leaving  the  owner  to 
exercife  his  ingenuity  in  contriving  how  he 
might  enter  his  own  houfe. 

The  evening  was  almoft  dark  when  we  arrived 
p  here  5  but  the  beautiful  view  Wbiclv  opened  upon 

R  4  us 
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US  in  themoming,  made  me  quit  this  place  wUH 
regret.  The  country  round  was  aftonilhingly 
fertile^  and  abounded  in  all  forts  of  game  ;  the 
houfe  itfelf  flood  about  half  a  mile  from  a  noble 
and  extenfivc  lake,  bordered  by  a  tnargin  of 
luxuriant  grafs;  beyond  this  arofe  a  grove  of 
ftately  trees,  which  never  lofe  their  verdure, 
while  the  range  of  mountains,  which  runs  4long 
the  coaft,  bounded  the  profpedf,  and  harmo- 
nized in  a  moft  pifturefque  manner,  w?th  the 
pure  azure  of  the  fky.  Having  quitted  thi% 
beautiful  fcenery,  we  prrceeded  on  our  march, 
and  having  refrefhed  ourfelves  at  a  farm,  went 
on  to  Torres,  a  fort  fituated  on  an  eminence  by 
the  fea  on  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  JHq 
Grande, 

About  a  league  before  we  came  to  7'orres,  th^ 
road  led  us  down  to  the  fea  coaft,  where  wc 
travelled  along  the  fands,  clofe  to  the  water,  for 
a  confiderable  diftance.  Here  v*e  had  a  fuU 
view  of  the  mountain  on  i^hich  the  foft  is  built| 
and  of  another  abreaft  of  it,  each  of  which  pre- 
fcnts  a  perpendicular  front  of  rocks,  of  amazing 
height,  to  the  fea  ;  thefc  with  fome  fniall  craggy 
iflands  very  ne^r  the  Ihore  exhibit  a  majefti^ 
view,  and  form  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  fcene^ 
of  fertility  we  had  juft  left.  The  fort,  thougll 
it  might  be  rendered  impregnable,  in  its  preient 
jfl^te,  hardly  merits  the  naine*    Some  ba(teric« 
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fife  indeed  begun,  but  none  are  finiflied;  nor  di4 
J  fee  m    e  than  two  guns  mounted. 

The  dragoon,  who  had  been  our  condudor  on 
our  march,  was  now  fo  fatigued  chat  reft  wa3 
indifpenfibly  neceflary  for  him.  His  exertion? 
had  really  been  furprifing ;  for  he  had  the 
charge  of  every  thi»  g,  and  had  rode  at  lead  three 
miles  where  we  had  rode  one ;  my  fervant  like- 
wife  was  totally  worn  out ;  I  therefore  confented 
to  flop  twenty-four  hours.  To  this  I  was  the 
more  readily  induced  as  the  fociety  we  met  with 
iwa$  highly  amiable;  for  the  Lieutenant  who 
commanded,  had  two  charming  daughters  who 
fung  delightfully,  and  played  with  much  tafte  on 
the  harp  and  other  inftruments. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  I  explored  the 
mountain  on  which  the  fort  (lands,  as  well  as 
the  adjacent  one,  each  of  which,  efpecially  the 
latter,  is  perpendicular  towards  the  fca.  The 
yock  forms  a  cove,  at  the  bottom  of  uhich  is  an 
inacceffiblc  ^ave  j  into  this,  evert  in  the  moft 
pioderate  weather,  the  fea  rolls  with  a  moft  tre- 
mendous noife,  that  may  be  heard  many  leagues, 
and  fometimes,  in  ftrong  eafterly  gales,  even 
rifes  above  its  roof.  From  hence,  as  well  as 
from  the  fort  of  Torres^  we  could  dinftincfHy  fee 
thofe  fmall  rocky  idands,  which  I  have  before 
mentioned  j  from  this  place,  they  feemcd  alive 
f  i»  ftccpunt  pf  the  great  niimb^r  of  feals  with 

which 
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which  they  were  covered.  The  Lieutenant 
fhewed  me  feveral  fkins  of  fuch  as  he  had  killed, 
many  of  which  wer?  fulJy  as  large  and  coarfe  as 
a  bull's  hide.  % 

This  is  the  northern moft  frontiers  of  the  pro*  ' 
Vince  of  Rio  Grande,  ^nd  though  but  thinly  inha^ 
bited,  the  Lieutenant  aflurcd  me  he  could^  when^ 
ever  it  might  be  required,  colled:  five  hundred 
men  in  twenty-four  hqurs,  allof  thenm  trained  to 
arms.  I  myil  here  remark  that  this  gentleman 
was  more  than  commonly  intelligent,  and  very 
capable  of  Ihining  in  a  much  higher  fpher^  than 
that  in  which  he  then  movejl. 

The  only  commodities  of  this  fertile  and  beau^ 
tiful  country  are  corn  and  hides;  with  the  for- 
mer, they  fupply  the  reft  of  Brazil^  and  the  lat- 
ter are  exported  to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  thcqce  to 
Europe.  The  Brazilian  cavalry  might  be  made 
the  bcft  in  the  world,  efpecialjy  for  that  coun- 
try ;  the  horfes  are  excellent,  and  will  live 
where  an  European  horfe  could  not  exift.  The 
men  are  robuft  and  hardy,  and  being  acquftomed 
from  their  infancy  to  the  faddle,  fupport  fatigueis 
on  horfeback  in  an  aftoniftiing  mannen  Every 
dragoon,  befides  the  horfe  on  which  he  rides, 
has  from  two  to  five  fpare  ones,  which  accom- 
pany the  regiment  ;  he  carries,  befides  the  ufual 
arms  of  a  horfeman,  his  lace  and  ialls,  and  when 
he  finds  his  horfe  tired,  he  turns  him  loofej  aiyl 

catches 
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catches  another,  which  he  immediately  moynts. 
Their  elegance  is  very  great ;  even  the  privates 
having  their  lai^e  fpurs  and  their  fword  hilts  of 
maflive  filver. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Rio  Grande 
differ  confiderably  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of 
Brazil,  as  well  as  from  thofe  of  Portugal ;  they 
are  adive  and  induftrious ;  remarkably  hofpi- 
table  to  ftrangcrs,  and  exhibit  flrong  marks  of 
cheerfulnefs  and  good  temper  in  every  look. 

We  refted  at  Torres  one  day  as  had  been 
agreed  upon,  and  our  guide  finding  himfeif  ca- 
pable of  travelling  we  refumed  our  march.  Wc 
fet  out  at  day-light,  and  immediately  on  quitting 
Torres  entered  the  Captaniha  of  Santa  Catherinha. 
Our  route  lay  along  the  fea  fliore,  and  about 
noon  we  came  to  an  hut  where  we  could  procure 
no  provifions  except  milk  and  a  little  rum,  fo  that 
we  were  compelled  to  dine  upon  this  and  a  littic 
farinha  which  we  carried  with  us. 

As  I  may  have  occafion  to  mention  thft 
farinha  again,  it  will  not  be,  perhaps,  wandering 
too  far  from  my  line  to  give  fome  account  of 
this  Angular  produdion.  The  Portuguefe  call 
It  farinha  de  pao^  er  flour  ofwood^  and  prepare  it 
from  the  root  of  a  Ihrubby  plant,  every  where 
to  be  found  in  Brazil ;  the  root  is  fucculent,  and 
about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  largeft.  When 
f oafled  it  tallies  veiy  like  a  potatoe ;  but  to  pre-^ 

pare 
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pare  it  as  a  fubftitutc  for  breads  they  employ  «. 
fort  of  mill>  \vhich  carries  a  large  circular 
grater ;  this  machine  reduces  the  farifdiMi  rather 
to  little  lumps  than  to  the  (late  of  flour^  and  it 
is  thus  eaten  by  the  country  people^  either 
alone,  or  mixed  up  with  cold  water  into  a  fort 
of  pafte.  When  the  Portuguefe  (hips  of  war  are 
on  the  Brazil  flation^  it  is  ferved  out  to  the 
people  under  the  name  oi  Jarinba  de  guerrai 
they  feem  to  like  it  much,  and  fometimes  eat  it 
baked  with  fugar  or  treacle,  when  it  forms  a 
fort  of  fweetmeat,  far  from  difagreeable.  Fa- 
rinha  and  bananas^  which  arc  equally  plentiful^ 
form  almod  the  fole  food  of  the  negroes;  and 
all  the  inhabitants,  without  diftindion^  are  fo 
accuftomed  to  it,  that  vpry  little  bread  is  made 
life  of. 

Having  waited  to  refre(h  ourfelves  during  the 
heat  of  the  day,  we  proceeded  on  our  route,  and 
in  the  evening  reached  a  river  which  it  was  necef* 
fary  we  fliould  crofs,  in  order  that  we  might  pro-* 
cure  quarters  at  a  guard-houfe  that  has  been 
built  on  the  oppofite  fide.  It  was  fo  dark  that 
we  could  not  be  ktn  by  the  guard  on  the  other 
fide,  who  are  placed  there  to  ferry  pa(rengers 
acrofs  in  canoes,  and  the  river  was  to  broad  that 
we  could  not  make  ourfelves  heard;  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  my  feryant 
gripped  and  fwam  over  j  he  found  ?hc  foldiersj 

who 
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tvho  inftantly  came  for  us.  Our  horfes,  to  the 
number  of  about  fifty,  we  fwam  acrofs,and  turn-* 
ed  them  to  feed,  during  the  night  in  a  meadow 
near  the  banks ;  we  ourfelvcs  were  compelled  to 
fleep  in  a  forry  guard-houfe,  occupied  by  about 
a  dozen  militia  foldiers.  We  could  mteet  with 
no  fort  of  provifions,  except  fome  badly  dried 
fifti,  not  even  fo  much  as  farinha;  fortunately^ 
however,  in  the  bottom  of  a  bag,  in  which  we 
had  carried  fome  provifions,  we  found  a  few 
handfuls,  on  which,  and  a  little  rum,  we  had 
brought  from  the  hut  where  we  had  fl:opped  at 
noon,  we  made  our  fupper.  Our  faddle  cloaths 
were  our  beds  for  the  night,  during  which  a  vaft 
quantity  of  rain  fell  ;  the  roof  was  totally  ina* 
dequate  to  keeping  us  dry,  and  we  were  almoft 
as  completely  drenched  as  if  we  had  remained 
in  the  open  air. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  were  vifited  by  a 
little  old  Frenchman  who  lived  farther  up  the 
river ;  he  had  come  into  that  country  as  a  fol- 
dier,  and  had  lived  there  twenty-fix  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  had  never  heard  his  own 
language  fpoken.  Through  want  of  pr^^ice 
he  had  almofl:  forgotten  it,  nor  yet  could  he  ex- 
plain himfelf  in  Portugucfcj  in  (hort,  none  but 
his  own  family  could  comprehend  him.  Not 
being  able  to  make  himfelf  underftood  by 
words,  he  attempted  to  <Jo  it  by  figns  and  gcC* 

tures ; 
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tures ;  in  thefc^  by  long  habit,  he  had  dcquiJ-ed 
ft  moil  grotefque  facility,  and  abfolutely  fomC'^ 
times,  might  have  been  miftaken  for  a  great 
baboon. 

At  feven  next  morning  our  horfes  were  coU 
lecfled,  and  we  prepared  to  continue  our  jour-A 
ney.  We  found  ourfelves  obliged  to  pafs  ano^ 
ther  brslnch  of  the  fame  river>  not  lefs  rapid 
than  the  former ;  the  horfes  were  fcnt  over  by 
the  dragoons  ^nd  Indians,  and  we  followed  in  a . 
canoe. 

Here  we  faw  an  extraordinary  mode  of  fiftii 
ing,  almoil  incredible  indeed,  and  what  j  fhould 
not  perhaps  have  ventured  to  mention,  had  not 
Mr.  Black,  in  his  narrative,  already  publiflied 
it.  The  fi(h,  at  the  river's  mouth,  are  fb  vejy 
plentiful,  that  the  Ihoals  feem  to  cover  the  fur-^ 
face  of  the  water,  and  nothing  more  is  done  than 
to  beat  the  waves  with  the  paddles  of  the  canoes. 
The  fi(h,  thus  alarmed,  having  no  room  to  favt 
themfelves  by  fwimming,  leap  out  of  the  watet 
in  fuch  numbers,  th^t  thofe  which  accidentally 
fall  into  the  canoe,  are  fufficient  to  load  it  in  a 
few  minutes. 

When  we  had  croffed  this  river,  one  of  our 
horfes  took  in  his  head  to  leave  his  companions^ 
and  fet  off  as  fad  as  he  could ;  he  was  followed 
by  many  others,  and  we  were  in  danger  of 
lofing  feveral  more.     The  fame  Indian^   who 

had 
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had  fo  nimbly  purfucd  the  former  fugitive, 
whofe  adventure  I  have  already  related,  imme- 
diately gallopped  after  them,  and  I  thinking  ht 
might  be  unable  to  manage  them  all,  joined  the 
chace.  We  followed  them  a  long  time  over  the 
hot  burning  fands,  in  many  places  almoft  up  to 
bur  horfes  bellies ;  but  at  length  we  fuccceded 
in  bringing  them  all  back,  and  about  noon  reft- 
cd  at  fome  huts,  where  we  procured  a  little  rujn, 
arid  dined  upon  fome  fifh  we  had  bought  from 
the  fnen  we  faw  catching  them  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

After  dinner,  we  refumed  our  journey,  de- 
pending upon  the  information  of  bur  guides, 
that  we  might  reach  the  town  of  Laguna  thai: 
night,  which  they  faid  was  only  about  five 
leagues  off.  We  were,  however,  difappointed, 
and  in  the  evening  found  that  we  were  fome 
leagues  from  that  town ;  we  therefore  went  to 
the  houfe  of  a  prieft,  who  was  not  at  home,  but 
having  got  fome  fowls  from  the  flaves^  who  alfo 
killed  a  fheep  to  accommodate  us,  we  ftaid 
there  that  night,  and  in  the  morning  fet  off  for 
Laguna* 

Here  we  met  with  the  only  mountains  ex- 
cept thofe  at  Torres,  which  we  wereo  bliged  to 
cfofs.  We  palTed  feveral  hills  of  fand,  of  great 
magnitude,  and  at  laft  reached  the  top  of  9 
rocky  precipice,  where  we  found  that  our  guideis 

had 
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quired  our  united  efforts  to  difengage  him.  Iil 
many  parts  the  road  was  fo  deep  that  I,  though 
vanity  flatters  me  with  being  a  Ikilful  hor/eman, 
could  with  difficulty  keep  my  feat ;  nor  is  thh 
all,  for  the  trees  over-hang  the  way  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  during  many  hours  wc  were  forced 
to  crouch  down  upon  our  horfes  necks,  and  in 
that  painful  pofture  we  had  to  afcend  and  de« 
fccnd  precipices. 

We  marched  to  a  fpecies  of  mufic  every  way 
adapted  to  the  rugged  fcenes  around  us ;  the 
roaring  of  different  favagc  beafts,  and  thehiffing 
of  fcrpents  were  heard  every  moment;  but 
though  we  often  judged  from  the  horrid  founds 
that  they  were  very  near  us,  wc  faw  none.  After 
a  mod  troublefome  and  fatiguing  inarch  we 
reached  a  whale  fifhery,  about  eleven  or  twelve 
leagues  from  St.  Catharine's,  a  little  after  fun^ 
fct. 

Here  wc  were  kindly  received  by  the  fuper« 
intendant,  apparently  an  intelligent  man  5  he 
inhabited  an  excellent  houfe,  the  bed  I  had  till 
then  feen  in  the  countr)',  and  fhewcd  us  all  the 
works  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  place. 
From  the  complaints  he  made  againft  the 
Britifh  whale-fifhers,  it  fhould  feem  that  in  this 
place  they  fenlibly,  and  to  their  lofs,  feel  the 
cffeds  of  the  induftry  and  adivity  of  my  coun« 
trymen. 
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By  his  advice  wc  agreed  to  proceed  from 
hence  to  St.  Catharine's  in  one  of  his  whale- 
boats,  being  quite  difcouraged  by  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  road,  which  he  reprefented  as  even 
worfe  than  that  wc  had  paffed.  We  left  the 
fiflicry  early  in  the  morning,  and  about  two 
o'clock  reached  the  place  of  our  dedination. 

This  paflage  for  beauty  exceeds  any  thing  I 
have  ever  feen  or  heard  of,  laying  between  a 
range  of  moft  fertile  mountains,  diftant  from 
each  other,  in  the'  narroweft  places,  about  a 
leagiie.  The  whole  coaft,  on  both  fides,  feems 
an  orangeries  on  our  paflage  we  were  induced 
to  flop  at  a  farm-houfe,  in  a  moft  delightful 
.fituation,  to  refrefti  ourfelves,  and  there  the 
people  almoft  loaded  our  boat  with  excellent 
oranges. 


CHAP.  XXII; 

'Arrival  at  St.  Catharine's  g  honourably  received 
there. — ^be  Portuguefe  fleet  from  Rh  de  Janeito 
laying  in  the  road  of  St.  Catharine's,  the  antbor^s 
arrival  is  announced  to  the  Admiral.-^Superb  ce^^ 
remony  at  the  Admiral's  landing^^^-^araffer  qf 
the  troops  there^-^Jhe  curious  mamer  in  which 
S  a  the 
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the  Indians  ride. — The  author  meets  ivitb  an  old 
acquaintance. — Is  moft  kindly  treated  by  the  Ad^ 
tniral. — He  and  Mr.  Black  go  to  dine  vuitb  the 
Admiraly  and  vifit  the  other  Captains. — T!hey  pafs 
their  time  in  every  pleafure. — l^hey  fail  for  Rio 
de  Janeiro. — The  author  is  treated  ivitb  much 
diJiinBion  by  the  Admiral. — He  prefents  bis  Ut^ 
iers  to  the  Adjutant^General  and  ibe  Viceroy. — 
^he  perfidy  of  Eiyign  Minchin,  who  gets  into  dif^ 
grace  for  it, — Minchin  and  Prater  make  applic^^ 
tion  to  the  V^iceroy  to  he  paid  as  in  England^  which 
is  refufed. — ^he  author  refufes  to  receive  anj 
money. — They  prepare  to  depart,  and  ibe  author  is 
Jent  on  hoard  the  UJyffes. — Mr.  Murcbifon  and 
Mr.  Black  embark  on  hoard  two  South-fea  whalers. 
All,  except  the  author,  ordered  on  bca^d. — Enfiffi 
Minchin* s  humorous  ernbarkation. 

vJn  our  arrival  at  St.  Catharine's  we  were 
conduced  to  the  Governor^  to  whom  I  prefcnt- 
ed  the  letter  of  recommendation  which  the 
Governor-General  of  Rio  Grande  had  given 
me.  We  were  received  with  much  politenefs, 
and  apartments  in  the  palace  afligned  to  us.  I 
acquainted  the  Governor  with  my  defire  to  con- 
tinue my  journey  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  immediatelj 
by  land,  if  it  were  poflible,  if  not,  to  be  allowed 
to  embark  in  thefirft  fhip ;  he  told  me^  that  we 
W^re  very  fortunate,  for  that- Admiral   jintwio 

yanuario 
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yanuario  de  Valle^  had  arrived  from  Rio  de  Ja^ 
7;<f/rd?,  only  two  days  before,  with  a  fquadron  of 
four  lliips  of  the  line,  three  frigates  and  a  brig. 
He  added,  that  the  Admiral  with  his  fleet  lay 
in  the  road,  about  four  miles  below  the  town, 
and  that  he  had  not  yet  been  on  fliorc,  but  was 
expecfted  the  nt  xt  day,  and  that,  moft  probably, 
he  would  furnifh  us  with  a  paflage  to  the  port 
we  wifhed  to  reach.  The  Governor  the  fame 
night  fent  his  Aid-de-Camp  on  board  the  Admi- 
ral's fhip  to  acquaint  him  with  our  adventure 
and  arrival  at  St,  Catharine's. 

The  fecond  day  after  our  arrival  the  Admiral 
came  on  fhore  with  great  ceremony.  Not  only 
thegarrifon  of  the  town  and  all  the  militia  of 
the  ifland,  but  a  battalion  of  infantry  then  in 
that  place,  on  its  march  for  Rio  Grande^  were  af- 
fembled,  and  formed  in  twp  lines  from  the  pa- 
rade before  the  palace  to  the  landingrpace,  to  re- 
ceive his  Excellency. 

The  troops  made  a  very  fine  figure,  were  well 
dfeffed,  and  the  cavalry  particularly  verified 
the  opinion  J  had  formed  of  them  in  Rio 
Grande.  The  militia  uniform  of  that  ifland, 
both  for  cavalry  and  infantry  is  light  blue  ; 
they  are  fl:out,  well  made  men,  and  the  horfes 
are  better  than  in  Rio  Grande.  This  is  owing  to 
their  eating  corn,  which  thofe  of  Rio  Grande^  ex- 
cept fuch  as  are  tamed  and  accuftomed  to  it, 
S  3  wUj 
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will  not  touch  ;  but  the  great  number  of  them^ 
^hich  arc  every  where  to  be  found,  renders  a 
finglc  horfc  of  very  little  importance.  The 
Indians,  who  are  very  dextrous  in  catching 
them,  ride  in  a  very  lingular  manner;  their 
faddle  is  coarfe,  and  the  girths  are  of  hide  ;  their 
bridles  exadlly  refemble  thofe  of  the  Moors, 
Turks,  and  Tartars,  a  circumftance  which  the 
more  aftonifhes  me  that  there  is  no  connedioa 
between  the  countries,  but  their  ftirrups  are 
widely  different,  and  truly  fingular  in  their  con-» 
ftrudlion  ;  theyconfift  of  a  piece  of  wood  which 
forms  a  fort  of  femicircle,  about  an  inch  diame* 
ter,  and  there  is  a  hole  through  each  end  of  thil 
to  receive  the  ftirrup  leather.  The  Indian 
fixes  his  great  toe  in  this  curved  piece  of  wood, 
which  is  juft  large  enough  to  receive  it,  nor 
does  he  touch  the  ftirrup  with  any  other  part  of 
his  foot;  in  fad,  they  ride  (contrary  to  the 
pradice  of  the  Moors,  &c.)  with  fucb  Jong 
ftirrups,  that  it  requires  the  utmoft  extent  of 
the  leg,  to  reach  them  even  with  the  toe. 

The  Admiral's  departure  from  his  Ihip  wa$ 
announced  by  the  ufual  falute,  and  a  fignal  gua 
was  fired  from  every  fort  on  the  coaft  between 
the  road  where  the  fhips  lay  and  the  tow^n  ;  thefe 
forts,  as  he  pafled  them,  likewife  fired  a  roysl 
falute.  This  great  ceremony  was  performed 
becaufc  his  Excellency  h^  come  from  LijfboiH 

invefte4 


\ 


MAJOR    $£Mi»LS    {.ISJLft.  2b^ 

invcftcd  by  the  royal  commiflion  with  cxtraor-r 
dinary  powers  to  infped  into  the  affairs  of  Bra- 
zil. He  came  on  (here  in  a  very  elegant  barge, 
accompanied  by  all  the  Captains  and  other  fu- 
perior  officers  of  his  fquadron,  whofc  boats  fol- 
lowed his  iix  order,  j^ccording  to  their  rank  and 
Seniority. 

As  he  approached  the  landing-place,  Mr. 
31ack  and  myfelf  accompanied  the  Governor 
and  Staif  to  receive  him  j  we  were  there  prc- 
fented  merely  as  matter  of  form,  but  no  convert 
iatiop  took  place  at  that  time.  From  the  land- 
ing-place the  Admiral  went  in  ftate  to  the 
church,  and  having  heard  mafs,  he  entered  into 
converfation  ;  for  it  is  the  etiquette  of  Portugal 
never  to  enter  upon  any  bufinefs  till  the  cere-* 
monies  of  religion  have  been  complied  with. 

Among  the  officers  who  attended  his  Excel- 
lency, was  a  French  nobleman,  who  had  known 
me  on  the  Continent  with  the  army  of  the 
Rhine,  at  a  time  when  I  was  honoured  with  the 
friendftiip  and  confidence  of  the  diftinguiihed 
perfonages  whom  I  have  .already  mentioned. 
The  Admiral  having  feen  the  letter  of  reconn* 
mendation  which  I  brought,  and  being  himfelf 
a  man  of  amiable  manners,  fpoke  to  me  in  the 
mofl  polite  terms^  begging  that  he  might  have 
the  pleafure  of  fupplying  the  lofs  I  had  fuftained 
by  my  feparacion  fr om  fuch  a  friend  as  General 
.  S  4  da 
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da  Vciga.  He  returned  on  board  very  late  that 
evening,  and  on  leaving  us,  invited  us  on  board 
his  fliip  the  following  day.  One  of  the  com^ 
manders  of  a  line-of-battle  (hip  alfo  gave  us  an 
invitation  tofpend  a  day  with  him,  and  told  the 
Admiral  that  he  would  fend  his  barge  for  us ;  this 
gentleman  was  our  countryman  Captaia  Thomp-? 
fon,  an  oiEcer  whofe  praifes  need  fiot  my  ftcbic 
pen  to  enumerate  them. 

Next  day  Captain  Thompfon's  boat  came 
for  us,  and  we  went  immediately  to  the  Admi- 
ral's fliip ;  he  received  us  with  the  greatjcft  pq- 
litenefs,  and  having  paid  our  refpe<fts  to  him^we 
made  vifits,  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenopn,  to  all 
the  other  Captains.  We  returned  to  dine  with  his 
Excellency,  and  when  we  took  leave  in  the  eyenr 
ing,  he  told  us  to  look  upon  his  fhip  as  our  home. 
While  we  remained  there,  he  added,  that  for  the 
voyage  he  would  accommodate  mp,  the  boy, 
and  my  fervant,  on  board  his  own  (hip,  and  that 
he  would  provide  a  paflage  for  Mr.  Black  in 
anqther  of  his  fquadron.  Captain  Thornpfpn, 
on  learning  this  from  us,  folicited  that  Mr. 
Black  might  go  with  him,  to  which  the  Admi- 
ral gave  his  affent. 

On  board  the  Admiral's  ihip  we  had  the  plea- 
lure  to  meet  with  a  countryman,  Phillip  Han^ 
come,  Efq.  equally  diftinguifhe^  by  the  elcr 
gance  of  his  manners,  his  talents,  and  his  ajv* 

pearancej 
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J)earanGe ;  he  then  held  the  honourable  rank  of 
Captain  of  the  Fleet,  or  what  they  call  Major 
General  da  Efquadra  j  and  of  this  gentleman,  to 
whom  I  (land  infinitely  indebted,  I  Ihall  have 
to  fay  much  hereafter. 

We  returned  to  the  palace  of  St.  Catharine's^ 
and  during  our  ftay  there,  which  was  about 
three  weeks,  we  were  treated  with  the  mod  po- 
lite attention  by  the  Governor  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  Our  amufements 
were  various  ;  the  Governor,  who  was  very  fond 
of  mufic  and  dancing,  gave  frequent  balls,  at 
which  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Fleet  attended; 
and  the  more  to  encourage  the  Admiral,  who 
would  not  fleep  out  of  his  (hip  to  come  on  fliore, 
he  left  the  town  of  St.  Catharine's,  and  removed 
to  a  houfe  at  St.  Antonio.  This  is  a  moft  plea- 
fant  fituation,  and  much  nearer  to  where  the 
fleet  lay  at  anchor  than  the  town  of  St.  Catha- 
rine's, where  we  continued  to  refide,  paying  fre- 
quent occafional  vifits  to  St.  Antonio,  and  paf- 
fing  our  time  in  a  moft  pleafant  manner.  I  here 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  Major  Joaquim 
Correa  da  Serra,  Chief  of  Engineers,  a  man  of 
univerfal  knowledge,  whofe  profeflional  talents 
intitle  him  to  the  moft  brilliant  fituation;  fucb, 
indeed,  are  his  vwous  accomplifhments,  that  I 
never  think  of  him,  without  lamenting  that  he  is 
pot  more  ufefuUy  employed. 

The 
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The  ifland  of  St.  Catharinc*g  is  rcmarksibljr 
fertile,  and  might,  with  a  little  pains,  be  mada 
a  moft  produdive  fpot ;  but  fo  great  is  the  )a^ 
T^inefs  of  the  inhabitants,  that  little  or  nothing^ 
is  done  by  them,  even  the  cattle  for  the  niarkct 
being  brought  from  Rio  Grande, 

On  the  3  J  ft  of  Odlober  1797,  while  wc  were 
enjoying  all  the  amufements  of  the  place,  our 
approaching  departure  was  announced  to  me  by 
Phillip  Hancorne,  Efcj.  in  the  following  polite 
pote: 

"  The  Major-General  of  the  Efquadra  prefentt 
^*  his  compliments  to  Major  Lifle,  has  the  ho- 
•'  nour  to  inform  him,  that  the  *  General  ivould 
^^  wifli  him  to  embark  to-morrow,  and  that  a 
^'  boat  ft\all  be  at  the  town  of  St.  Antonio> 
•^  agreeable  to  the  wifli  of  Major  Lifle.  Cap- 
**  tain  Thompfon  begged  of  the  General  to  fuf. 
"  fer  Mr.  Black  to  embark  in  his  Ihip,  which 
•'  he  fuppofes  Major  Lifle  to  be  acquainted 
**  with. 

AddrefTed  ''  Major  Lifle,  ^c.  6?c/» 

On  the  4th  of  November  the  fleet  failed  for 
Itio  de  Janeiro^  where  we  arrived  on  the  1 8th* 
During  our  voyage  I  had  a  very  neat  and  com- 
modious cabin  afligned  to  me,  and  lived  at  the 

♦  In  Portugal,  the  Commander,  cither  by  land  or  fca,  it 

fiyled  GencraU 

Admiral*^ 
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Admirars  table  ^  nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  a 
better  feaman,  a  better  commander,  or  a  more 
accompliihed  gentleman.  To  him,  in  the  courfc 
of  converfation,  I  communicated  my  real  fitua-. 
tion,  and  found,  to  my  great  f^tisfadion,  that 
he  was  difpofed  to  judge  for  himfelf,  as  he  was 
free  frqm  thofe  narrow  prejudices  which  haunt 
Jittle  minds;  nor  had  the  difcovery  I  made  to 
him  any  other  effedt  than  of  making  him,  If 
poffible,  redouble  his  kindnefs  to  me. 

Immediately  after  we  had  come  to  anchor^, 
Brigadier  General  Gafpar  Joze^  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral to  the  Viceroy,  came  on  board  from  his 
Excellency,  to  compliment  the  Admiral  on  his 
arrival ;  having  letters  of  recommendation  to 
him,  I  likewife  committed  to  his  charge  thofe  I 
had  to  the  Viceroy.  The  night  we  arrived  fomc 
South-fea  whalers  came  into  the  harbour,  and  Mr. 
Black,  by  the  defire  of  Captain  Thompfon,  went 
aboard  one  of  them,  to  purchafe  fome  porter  for 
him;  onboard  this  (hip  he  met  with  fome  of 
our  officers,  all  of  whom  had  arrived  before  us, 
and  who  had  gone  to  enquire  after  Englifli 
news  ;  by  whom  he  was  told,  thzt,  /omebow,  my 
real  fituation  had  come  to  the  ears  of  the  Vice- 
roy. This  he  immediately  communicated,  with 
a  very  friendly  folicitude,  and  feemed  alarmed 
at  it ;  when  I  told  him  not  to  fear,  but  to  hold 
)iimfelf  in  readine&  to  go  on  ihore  at  eight  next 

morning. 
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morning.  Not  chufing,  however,  to  involve  hi Atv# 
felfin  any  difagreeable  affair  that  might  happen 
to  me,  he  avoided  going  under  pretence  of 
ficknefs,  and  thus  miffed  the  honour  of  being 
prcfentcd. 

Next  day  I  went,  accompanied  by  an  officer 
of  the  fleet,  to.  the  palace,  where  the  Viceroy 
received  me  with  much  politenef*.     I  requefted 
his  permiffion  to  refide  on  (hore,  with  which  he 
readily  complied,  and  informed  me,  that  next 
day  he  would  give  directions  for  a  houfe  to  be 
prepared  for  my  accommodation.    Having  like* 
wife  a  recommendation  to  the  Bifliop^    I  paid 
my  refpefts  to  him,  and  was  received  by   that 
excellent  Prelate  with  Qvcry  mark  of  kindnefsi 
I  then  went  with  the  officer,  who  came  with  mc 
from  the  fliip,  to  the  houfe  of  the  Interpreter, 
where   Minchin   and    his    wife    lodged.       He 
feemed  almoft  petrified  with  furprize  at  feeing 
me,   and  told  me,  it  was  generally  fuppofed, 
from  the  length  of  time  v/e  had  been  on  the 
road,  we  had  found  fome  fhip  bound  for  Europe 
at  St.  Catharine's,  and  had   embarked  in  her. 
He  complained  in  the  mod  bitter  terms  of  the 
Viceroy,  who  had,  he  faid,  refufed  to  fee  him^ 
and  had  only  allowed  him  and  his   wife  each 
12  vintins  (about  ijd.)  a  day,  to  fubfift  upon; 
that  the  fame  fum  was  given  to  the   foldiers, 
women,  and  children;  and  that  he  had  Jbfard 

that 
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fhat/ome  iom,  Drummond  and  Murchifon,  as  he 
fuppofed,  had  acquainted  the  Viceroy  with  every 
thing  relating  to  me*  I  at  once  faw  fhame  and 
confufion  in  his  face,  and  concluded  very  natu- 
rally that  he  had  done  what  he  attributed  to 
them ;  an  a(3:ion  which  he  had  fo  mtich  repro. 
bated  in  his  brother  officer  at  Rio  Grande,  and 
for  which  he  dreaded  the  fame  vengeance  I  had 
there  inflided  on  the  other  delinquent.  I  how- 
:ever  faid  nothing,  but  immediately  took  mjr 
leave,  and  a  few  ft^ps  from  the  door,  met  the 
two  gentlemen  he  had  fo  flandered.  I  at  once 
.put  the  plain  queftion  to  them,  when  both  fo^ 
lemnly  declared,  that  nothing  concerning  me 
had  been  afked  of  them,  nor  had  they  uttered 
one  fy liable;  but  they  had  heard  from  the  per- 
fon  who  tranflated  Minchin's  letter,  that  he  had 
-wrote  to  the  Viceroy  every  thing  that  I  could 
•fuppofe  moft  unpleafing. 

Having  obtained  this  information  I  repaired 
immediately  to  the  caftle,  but  the  Viceroy  hav- 
ing retired,  I  could  not  have  an  interview  with 
him;  I  therefore  inquired  for  the  Count  Dou 
Luiz  his  fon,  who  was  his  Aid-^e-Camp.  To  him 
I  acknowledged  what  my  circumftai^ces  really 
were ;  I  likewife  told  him  that  the  gentlemea 
who  accompanied  me  had,  oi  their  own  accord,  zs 
appeared  from  the  reports  previoufly  figned  by 
them,  concealed  the  dif^grjeeibJe  part  x?rmy 
*  hiftory^ 


ItJO  THE    LltZ    mf 

hiftorjr,  and  I  could  not  therefore,  at  that  time, 
fuifer  them  to  circulate  one  word  that  fhould 
give  me  pain ;  I  added,  that  from  him,  as  a  man 
of  rank  and  an  officer,  I  could  not  but  cxpecSi: 
liberality,  and  I  therefore  conjured  him  to  tcU 
me,  with  the  franknefs  of  a  foldier^  if  any  thing 
had  been  faid,  and  by  whom.  With  open  can* 
dour,  he  at  once  acknowledged,  that  fbe  f^cer  m 
thejcarlet  uniform  who  came  laft^  had  fcnt  a  letter 
en  the  fubjed  to  his  father,  but  that  it  'would  do 
me  no  injury  with  him,  as  he  had  that  vcty 
day  faid,  that  the  recommendations  given  me 
by  General  da  Veiga  and  the  Admiral^  as  weU 
as  my  own  appearance,  gave  me  a  claim  to  his 
proteAion,  and  that  he  would  diftinguiih  me 
from  the  reft.  I  aflured  the  Count  Don  Luiz 
of  my  gratitude  for  the  kindnefs  of  the  Viceroy; 
then  taking  leave^  and  it  being  already  latc^  I 
ftepped  into  the  Admiral's  barge^  which  was 
waiting  for  me,  and  went  on  board* 

Next  day  I  returned,  and  having  found  a  re- 
treat, I  wrote  to  the  Admiral,  Major-^General  di 
£fquadray  and  the  Viceroy,  acknowledging  every 
thing,  but  telling  them,  that  I  trufted  to  their 
liberality,  and  expeded  they  would  treat  me  as 
a  gentleman,  whofe  condudl,  when  there  t$^as  »- 
thing  but  that  to  /peak  for  him  or  againji  bim,  had 
acquired  their  friendfliip  and  efteem.  The 
Viceroy  afiUred  me,  that  I  ihould  always  he 

wcU 
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ivell  received  by  him,  and  fent  me  the  key  of  a 
neat  houfe,  which  I  immediately  occupied ;  a 
few  days  after  which  I  received  the  key  of  a  loge 
in  th^  theatre,  from  the  fame  generous  fourcc 
of  benevolence. 

Th?  Admiral,  knowing  how  neceflary  money 
was  to  a  man  in  my  fituatiori,  and  fufpeding  1 
could  not  have  much  left,  fent  me  a  handfomc 
fum  by  the  Major-^General  da  Efquadra^  who, 
adding  as  much  to  it,  delivered  the  whole  to  mc- 
The  Bifhop  was  in  nothing  behind  the  others; 
iiis  houfe  was  open  to  me  at  all  hours,  and  as  it 
wasfome  diflance,  he  furnifhed  me  with  a'car- 
riage  during  my  ftay  at  Rio  Janeiro^  that  I  mighty 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  with  the  greater  facility 
come  to  him,  when  my  engagements  would 
permit. 

Thofe  diftindtions  could  not  but  be  as  pealing* 
ly  flattering  to  me  as  they  were  mortifying  to 
the  two  Enfigns,  who  were  by  this*  time  fecluded 
from  every  fociety.  Determined  to  give  Min- 
chin  the  chaftifement  he  fo  well  merited  for  his 
duplicity,  I  placed  a  centinei  on  his  door  to  in- 
form me  if  he  ftiould  go  out ;  but  the  affair  t 
had  with  his  brother  officer^  Prater,  at  Rio  Grande^ 
effedually  locked  his  door,  and  he  did  not^ 
during  his  abode  in  that  town,  think  proper  to 
ftir  from  home.  To  avoid  a  fimilar  difgrace,  he 
complained  to  the  Viceroy,  demanding  protec- 
tion t 
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tion;  to  this  demand^  according  ta  tome  zd^ 
counts,  he  received  no  anfwer;  but,  according 
to  others,  the  Viceroy  fent  him  a  brace  of  good^ 
fubftantial,  holder  piftols, — a  hint,  one  would 
think,  fufficicnt  for  afoldier.  In  the  mean  time* 
the  Admiral  became  acquainted  with  the  tranf- 
ac9^ion ;  and  Captciin  Thompfon,  one  morning, 
came  to  mc,  cichring  me  to  promife,  that  I 
would  not  Litiack  Minchinm  that  country.  As 
my  iituation  wa  i  fuch,  that  it  would  neither  have 
been  pleafmg  nor  prudent  to  quarrel  with  the 
exalted  charadlers  who  had  fo  nobly  and  gene- 
roufly  protected  me,  I  readily  gave  my  word, 
which  fatisficd  them;  but  Mincbnt  wa^  not  fii 
eafily  perfuaded  of  his  fafety  ;  he  therefore  kepf 
clofe  to  the  houfe,  equally  defpifed  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fleet,  of  the  army,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town. 

During  our  abode  at  Rio  de  Janeiro^  £niign» 
Minchin  and-  Prater  made  various  applications 
to  the  Viceroy,  foliciting  his  Excellency  to  pay 
them,  for  themfclvcs  and  the  foldiers,  their  full 
pay,  according  to  the  Britifli  cftablifhment^  from 
the  day  of  their  arrival  in  that  country^  The 
Viceroy  declined  complying  with  this  requeft, 
allcdging  that  he  had  no  authority  to  grant  il$ 
that  the  trifle  he  had  ordered  to  be  j>aid  to 
every  individual,  without  diftindion  of  age,  fex, 
or  rank,  was  an  ad  of  hofpitality,  which  he  had 

taken 
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taken  on  himfelf  in  confcquence  of  the  harmony 
which  for  fo  long  a  time  had  fubfifted  between 
our  countries,  and  which  never  would  be  charg- 
ed to  the  Britifh  Government ;  but  if  thefe 
gentlemen  thought  they  had  a  claim  to  further 
afliftance,  they  muft  each  of.  them  addrefs  a 
petition  to  the  Sovereign,  ftating  their  demand, 
9nd  lodge  it  at  the  office  of  the  Tribunal,  which 
reprefents  Majefty  in  that  country,  ^nd  of  which 
his  Ea^cellency  the  Viceroy  is  Prefident,  and 
thi^y  would  determine  whether  the  rcqueft 
ihould  be  refufed  or  granted  -,  their  petitions 
were  accordingly  prefcnted,  Mi^chin  figning 
himfelf  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  and  demand- 
ing to^be  paid  as  fuch.  Some  d^ys  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Tribunal  I  received  a  viiit  from 
the  Secretary,  who  enquired  why  I  had  not  al- 
ready given  in  my  petition  •  I  told  him,  that 
having  no  claim  of  ^py  kind  on  the  3ritifh  go- 
vernment, I  could  not,  like  the  others,  petition ; 
that  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  knew  every  thing 
concerning  me,  and  that  if  he  or  the  Tribunal, 
in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign,  thought  it  proper 
to  prefent  me  with  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as 
would  pay  my  paflage  to  Europe,  I  would  ac- 
cept it ;  but  that  the  eighteen  pence  per  day, 
which  the  officers  of  the  New  Squfh  Wales 
Corps,  men,  women,  and  children^  had  rpceived, 
I  neither  yet  had,  or  ever  would  touch ;  that  the 
Viceroy  having  given  mc  a  good  houfe,  and  the 

J  generous 
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generous  Admiral  furnifhing  me,  from  time  I9 
lime,  wirh  the  means  of  fupporting  that  houfe 
handfomely,  J  could  difpenfe  with  further  aifift^ 
ancc,  and  the  more  fo,  that  I  was  confident  he 
(the  Admiral)  would   alfo  provide  me  with  a, 
paffage  in  fome  fhip  of  his  fleet  to  Lifbon,     Thp 
Secretary  defired  mc  to  put  that  anfvver  in  writ^ 
ingi   I  did  fo,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  incimati^ 
td  to  all  of  us,  that  for  the  time  we  had  been  irt 
the  country,  the  Tribunal  would  allow  nothing^ 
more  than  what  the  Viceroy  had  before  orderetJ 
to  be  paid,  and  which  I  ever  refufed  to  take, 
lefl:  it  fl^ould  be  charged  to  the  Eritifh  Govern- 
ment.    Mr»  Black  likewife  declined  receiving 
any  allowance.of  this  kind.     It  v.as  further  in- 
timated,  that   the    mailers    of    the    merchant 
(hips  of  the   convoy,  in  which  we  fhould  be 
fent   to  Europe,    would  be  paid  for  each  offi- 
cer, in  advance  for   five   months,  at  the  rate 
of  one   cruzade,  about   haif-a-crown  per  day-^ 
and    for   the   foldiers,    womciv,-  and    childrer^,^ 
half   that  fum.     The  hour  of  our   departure^ 
drawing  near,  the  Admiral  was  pleafed  to  order 
a  paflage  for  me,  the  boy  Richards  before-men- 
tioned, whom  I  had  taken  under  my  charge,  and 
my  fcrvantjOn  board  her  moft  Faithful  Majelly's 
frigate,  the  UlyfTes,  commanded  by  Captain  Joaa;. 
da  Cojla  de  Cahdo,  owe  of  the  mod  adive  officers  ] 
in  Europe,  and  who  already  did  me  the  honour 
to  count  meamongft  the  number  of  his  friends* 

Thi« 
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This  gallant  officer  refufed  pofitively  to  receive 
the  money  allowed  by  the  Tribunal;  but  as  it 
ii^as  a  prefent  made  in  the  name  of  the  Queen, 
itid  could  not  be  returned,  he  ordered  it  to  be 
paid  to  rtie, 

•During  our  abode  2ii  Rio  de  Janeiro^  feveral 
:Britifli  Ihips  bound  to  the  South  Seas  came  into 
that  port,  when  leave  having  been  given  to  any 
on€  of  us  to  embark  \r\  any  fhip  in  %'hich  we 
could  obtain  a  paflage,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the 
Mate,  fufpeding  th^t  the  convoy  would  be  de- 
layed long  in  Brazil,  and  have  a  long  paflage 
'^♦hcn  it  did  fail,  went  on  board  pnepf  them ;  and 
about  a  month  afterwards,  when  we  were  on  the 
J)t)int  of  going  to  fea,  the  Purfer  entered  on 
board  another  veffel,  alfo  bound  to  the  South 
^Sieas.  As  I  had  with  fometroflble  prevaifed  oh 
^he  mutineers  to  give  thigt  gentlcnhan  the  (hip's 
charter,  and  every  other  paper  which  h?  thought 
icould  be  ufeful  tb  the  widow  of  the  unfortunate 
Captain,  I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  hin^  to  re- 
main with  us,  becaufe  I  thought  his  prefence  in 
England  would  be  neceflary  ;  am}  to  me  i$-  feem- 
ed  impoflible,  that  a  fhip  bound  to  the  South 
Seas  could  reach  Europe  before  a  convoy  going 
immediately  thither.  A  young  man  (James 
Macleod)  who  left  BHtstin  as  a  fijldier.m  t!ie 
i^ewSduth  Wales  Corps, but  witfr  hfe'4ifcharge 
in'his  pocket,  a  problem  \«rhi<?hfdafintot'Cxpkain, 
Undone  of  the  ladies  bound  to  New  South  Wales, 
T  3  went 
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went  on  the  fame  expedinon,  fo  that  his  ExceU 
Jency,  the  Viceroy,  had  four  lefs  to  provide  for* 
About  the  24th  of  January  laft,  the  fleet  being 
ready  to  fail,  .^H  thof^  belonging  to  the  Lady- 
Shore,  myfclf  excepted,  were  ordered  to  em- 
barks boats  belonging  to  the  Cuflom-houfcM^erc 
provided  for  them,  and  an  officer  charged  to  con*- 
fdud  them  to  their  refpe(5tive  ilvips.  The  boats 
were  drawn  up  at  the  land  ng-p lace  near  the 
Palace,  and  every  one  embarked,  except  Enfigti 
Minchin,  who  delayed  it  tijl  the  lateft  momenta 
I  happened  to  be  \vaIkingon  the  wharf  ai:  the 
time,  which  he  perceiving  from  the  window  of 
the  room  where  he  had  remained  fhut  upfo  long, 
and  confcious  that  he  merited  chaftifement  from 
my  hand,  folicited  from  the  Adjutant-General, 
and  obtained  an  ^fcort  to  cgndiK^l:  him  to  the 
bpat,  A'^^^^^^P^f?^^^  by  two  fuzile.ers  and  a 
non-commiflioned  officer,  he  croffi^d  the  parade 
amidll  the  burds  qf  laughter  of  all  who  beheld 
this  extraordinary  pr.oceffipnp 
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BcftripitQW  of  ibi  town  6f  Rk  de  Jandro. — Mili^ 
iary  tfahtijlment  there, — Uncommonly  fine  mtdatto 
ftgim^ni  of  militia. — Produce  of  the  country  * — Dc* 
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J&iption  of  the  port. -^^be  author  fails  from  thence 

for  Bahia  de  Todos  os  SanUs. — Meets  with  an  ho-- 
murable  reception  ftom  the  Governor. — IVrites  t6 
Enfign  Minchin. — 'fhe  effefl  ofhii  letter.- — Min^ 
chin  requejli  to  be  left  behind. — Refcues  JDrum-^ 
mondfrom  an  attack  made  up6n  hiffi  by  Prater  and 

fonte  of  his  companions . —  Laughable  adventure 
'With  a  taylor. — Has  a  fracas  With  a  Fortuguefe 
gentleman.— Is  attacked  by  affafftns  at  night  time. 
— CharaSer  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bahia  de  Todos  os 
Santos. — Defcription  of  the  place. — The  author 
prevails  with  the  Admiral  to  allow  Minchin  to  re^ 
main  behind. — Singular  theft  on  board  one  of  the 
fhips  of  war. — The  fleet  fails  for  Europe^  and  or-* 

'  rives  at  Lifbon. 

Jdefore  I  take  leave  of  Rio  de  Jatiiero,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  fay  a  few  words  concerning 
the  place,  and  alfo  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet. 
The  town  is  well  built,  bufy,  confiderably 
large,  and  furrounded  by  gentlemen's  feats  and 
gardens.  The  palace  is  large,  commodious, 
and  magnificently  furnifhed ;  the  ftreets  are  re- 
markably well  paved,  but  never  lighted ;  the 
houfes  are  generally  good,  tint  have,  for  the 
moil  part,  lattice  windows ;  and  there  are  a  pro* 
digious  number  of  rich  churches.  The  vaft 
influx  of  trade  irenders  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
T  8  cxtremelj^ 
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extremely  opulent;  and  an  air  of  plenty  ap- 
pears throughout  the  whole.  The  amufements 
arc  chiefly  confined  to  the  opera»  for  which 
they  have  a  fmall  theatre ;  but  private  focieties 
are  very  engaging.  The  people  are  not,  how- 
ever, fo  hofpitablc  as  in  fome  other  places,  par-v 
ticularly  Rio  Grajtde;  but  they  are  not  morc^e, 
and  treat  their  negroes  remarkably  well,  many 
of  whom  at  an  early  age  are  enabled  to  purchafe 
their  freedom. 

The  women  here  are  by  no  means  patterns  of 
chaftity ;  and  thofe  of  the  clafs  of  courtezans 
are  remarkably  extravagant  in  the  prices  they 
demand  for  their  favours,  twenty  and  even  a 
hundred  half  joes  being  no  uncommon  prefent. 
Among  the  fingularities  of  the  place  we  may 
enumerate  the  frequent,  or  rather  inceflant  ufc 
of  baths  of  tepid  water.     Whether  this   gives 
rife  to  any  peculiar  difeafe  I  leave  to  phyficians 
to  determine,  but  two  pretty  extraordinary  ones 
almofl  univerfally  prevail    here.      Thefc    are 
fwellings  of  the  legs,  which  fometin^cs  arrive 
at  vaft  magnitude,  and  hydroceles  of  adoj^uihing 
bulk;  both  are  at  times,  but  not  conftuncly,  at- 
tended with  violent  pain,  and  f  he  latter  not  iin- 
frequently  defcends  below  the  kix^ee. 

The  military  cftabliftiment  of  the   t^MVin.  of. 
I^io  de  Janeiro  confifts  of  tvvo  fquadroOft  of  y^ty 
fine  dragoons,  whicjjt^^fcrve  a?  a  guard  tc^  thc; 
•  -  Viceroy, 
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Viceroy,  two  i-egiment's  6f  regulars,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  artillery,  who,  t'hough  far  better  itt 
appearane^  than  thofe  in' Portugal,  are  not  to 
be  compared  to  the*  inilitiai.  Thele  cohfift,  be* 
fides  whites,  ofi  black  and  a  mulatto  regiment ; 
^nd  the  laff^  in  appearance,  exceeds  any  thing  t 
have  feen.  At  pretent,  however,  thdy  are  ho- 
liday foldiers,  afndf  almoft  witliout  difcipline ; 
but  a  hard  campaign  of*  two  woiild,  in  all  pro- 
bability,' make  them  good  troops.  It  muft  be 
remarked,  that  the  mulatto  militia  are  all  men 
of  fome  p^ojperty,  and  drefs  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  ;  they  wear  light  bFue,  with  red  facings, 
^nd  gay  fpangle  filver  lace,'  which  gives  them  a 
remarkabfe  Ihowy  look. 

The  reafon  why  the  regiments  of  colour  are 
fo  much  more  fplendid  thaii  the  whites  is  owin^' 
to  this  circumftanCe ;  the  whites  are  a  promif- 
cuous  aflemblage  of  all  the  males,  poor  and 
rich,  whereas  thi  others  coiifift  only  of  fuch  as 
are  rich  enough  to  have  been  able  to  purchafe 
their  own  freedom ;  befides,  when  once  free,' 
they,  through  fuperior  induftry,  acqtiire  indfe- 
pendance  n:ii]ch  quicker  than  the  others. 

The  principal  produce  of  the  country  is  coU 
ton,  coffee,  dyeing  woods^  fugar,  hides,  gold, 
and  tobacco.  With  thefe  they  k)ad  >  hundred 
and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  fliips,  which  ufed  to 
rendezvous'  je^tly  at  Babia  de  -fodoT^  os  Santos^ 
T  4  ?^^ 
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and  from  thence  continue  their  voyage  to  Por-. 
tugal ;  but  now  they  are  divided  into  fcparate 
fquadrons^  one  of  which  fails  every  three  months. 
Befides  thefe  articles  of  commerce,  there  arc  a 
few  diamonds ;  but  not  fo  good  as  the  oriental 
ones,  from  which  chemifts  aflcrt  they  difTer^in  not 
being  inflammable;  chryflal  is  alfo  produced 
here,  of  very  great  bulk  and  beauty ;  and  fur- 
nifhes  the  optician  with  the  very  bed  lenfes  for 
fpedacles.     There  is  likcwife  a  Ipecies  of  cot« 
ton,  which,  from  its  filky  appearance,  is  called 
Jilk  cotton ;  but  its  fcarcity  excludes  it  from  com- 
merce ;  and,  though  it  might  certainly  be  raifed 
in  any  quantity,  the  lazinefs  of  the  inhabitants 
proves  an  infuperable  bar  to  its  cultivation. 
Fruit  is  remarkably  plentiful  here,  though  not 
at  Rio  Grande  I  but,  in  return,  horfes  ^re  fcarce 
whereas,  as  has  already  been  ittn^  there  they 
abound* 

The  port  lies  a  confiderable  diftance  inland ; 
the  channel  is  ftrongly  defended  by  iflands  which 
are  well  fortified,  and  is  in  many  places  fo  nar- 
row that  a  cannon-fhot  will  reach  acrofsi  in 
fliort,  if  well  defended,  I  deem  it  impoflible  for 
an  enemy  to  enter  it. 

The  harbour  is  large  enough  to  hold  all  the 
Ihips  in  Europe ;  and  in  it,  oppofite  to  the  town, 
is  a  large  ifland,callcd//i&tf^^/(?jCb^rtfi,which  ferves 
for  a  (late  prifon  ;  the  fortifications  upon  it  ai« 

of 
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of  confidcrable  ftrength,  and  might  beiixade  im- 
pregnable ;  the  paffagc  from  hence  to  the  town 
is  allowed  to  one  ferry-boat  only,  and  it  is  be-. 
fides  guarded  by  foldiers.  No  accefs  is  allowed 
to  ftrangers,  though  fome  of  our  enterprifing 
Englilhmen,  with  their  ufual  ingenuity,  contri- 
ved to  vifit  it  according  to  law. 

I  did  not  embark  for  fome  days  atfer  the  reft* 
As  I  had  now  loft  my  friend  Black,  our  compa- 
ny was  reduced  to  myfelf,  the  boy  Richards, 
and  my  fervant.  I  the  more  lamented  his  depar- 
ture fincc,  on  account  of  his  Ikill'in  navagation, 
he  was  highly  eftecmed  by  all  the  Portuguefe 
Officers,  particularly  by  Captain  Thompfon  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Drocourt,  Captain  in  that  navy, 
a  Commander  of  the  order  of  Malta,  and  late 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  celebrated  Count  d*Eftaing. 
From  what  thefe  gentlemen  faid,  I  am  convin-. 
ced  that  he  might  have  obtained  very  rapid  pro- 
motion in  the  Portuguefe  fervice,  if  his  incli- 
nation had  led  him  to  ftay  there. 
"  I  embarked  on  board  her  Majefty*s  ftiip  the 
Ulyfles,  on  the  flrft  of  February,  and  failed  the 
fame  day,  with  a  fquatdron  of  ftiips  of  war,* 
commanded  by  Rear  Admiral  Franci/c$  de' 
Paula  Leite^  and  the  convoy,^  though  we  di4 
not  arrive  at  Bahia  4e  Todof  bs  Santos^  till  the 
third  of  April.  Notwithftandiiig  our  tedious 
parage/ i¥e  r^ched  ou^port  ereven  days  be^' 
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fore  the  convoy;  this  quicker  difpatch  "Wzi 
owing  to  our  having  thet  with  the  ttiisfortune 
of  running  down  one  of  the  merchant  fliips  at 
fea,  which  we  were  obliged  to  t^fcoft  to'  th* 
place  of  her  deftination  without  delay. 

From  the  day  of  my  arrival  the  Gdvcnor 
had  given  me  a  houfe^  and  a  general  irivitsKioij 
to  his  table  j  afts  of  politenefs  which  I  had 
uniformly  received  'during  my  journey.  With 
the  reft  of  the  convoy,  Enfign  Minchin  arri- 
ved, and  as  I  now  confidered  myfelf  abfolved 
from  the  promife  I  had  made  of  not  attacking^ 
him  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I  did  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  induce  him  to  give  me  a  meeting. 
Unwilling  that  he  fhould  difgi^cc  the  name  of 
a  Britifh  officer,  I  imagined  that  the  readieft 
way  to  induce  him  to  think  of  his  iituation  \l^a« 
to  paint  its  horrors  out  to  him.  I  according!]^ 
wrote  him   the  following  letter : 

"  Sir, 

*'  Flattering  myfelf  with  a  hope 
'^  thai  the  time  you  have  had  for  refledtion, 
•'  and  that  the  forlorn  ftateinto  which  the  black 
••  ingratitude  of  your  cor^duiSb  to  me  hag  plun- 
^*  gcd  you,  will  have  convinced  you  of  your 
•'  error,  I  .again  folicit  you  to  do  away,  in -as 
^^  much  as  you  can,  the  ii\)pry  which  you  at- 
•«  tempted  to  do  ipc-^?  the  Veiy.  moment  in 

"  which 


"  which  1  prQtetted  you  iropi  infult,  and  rcn-* 

V  dered  you,  various  ,fei;vicfs.  Wearing,. as  you 
*'  do,  the  uniform  of  a  jcwwn  to  which  I  am 
"  and  ever,  ftfalKjbc.  devoted,  I  could  wilhat 
*^  leaft  that  ypu  woul4  fupport  the  reputatipn 
"  of  a  man. 

.  **  You  cannot  have  forgot,  while  you  liycd- 
",  with  me  in  the  habits  of  intimacy,  while  you 
"  courted  my  fo<;iety  and  my  advice,  and  while 

V  you  entrenched  yourfelf  behind  me  from  dan- 
*'  gcr,  you  dared  Ijecretly  to  aim  at  my  deftruc- 
"  tion^  and  to  coiuradidl  papers  which  you  had 
*'  before  figne^T;  .j  The  g^lla^t  officer,  (Philip 
**  Hancornc,:;3f^fq.  .^ajor-Gpncral  of  the  Ef-* 
*'  quadra,),  to  ^hpjm  y-py.  ad^reffefi  yourfelf,  as 
*^.  well  a^  the, p9m^Qnfin4ing^dmi|:al,  to  whom 
**  he  reporjtpd  thets^lf  ycH*  bafely  told,  foa 
*'  THA.7?  .axjt:  hpldj  ypu  ii»  dcteftation,  and 
"  neither  ^of  tfaefn  would  fe^  you  more ;  even 
"  the  Viceroy,  of  BrA'^il^  ^q^^lly  unacquainted 
**  wiiih  yourfelf  or  me^  fp  iperfedlly  defpifcd  the 
^*  treafoa  you  committed^;  tjhat  he  loaded  mc 
^'  with  ads  of  kindnefs  and  (|iftin4ition,  while. 
^*  he  left  you  and  Mrs.  Minchin  to  Jodge  with 
**  the  interpreter,  and  (o  pat  at  the  fame  table 
**  with  a  woman  common  to  the  whole  race  of 
^*  man. 

"  Let  me  call  to  your  rttiplic^iom^  Sir,  that 
^  fou  are  of  a  nation^  (Jrciaadi)'  whole  fon« 

^      ''  arc 


tS4  THE    Lift    Ot 

•'  arc  diftinguifhcd  for  courage ;  draw  not  drt 
*'  them  a  difgrace  to  which  thcjr  will  be  very 
''  fcnfibic,  and  which  will  tMkc  them  execrate 
^*  all  who  bear  your  name :  be  gallant  then  for 
*'  once,  and  give  me  the  meeting  to  which  t 
"  have  fo  juft  a  claim.  The  more  td  induce 
^  you  to  comply  with  my  requeft,  I  promife^ 
**  by  every  thing  facred,  that  if  yon  give  mc 
'*  a  rendezvous,  from  that  moment,  on  mj 
"  part,  all  animofi ty  fhall  ceafe;  but  if  you 
**  continue  to  refufe  to  fee  me,  and  to  fcreen 
•*  yourfelf  from  my  juft  vengeance,  by  (hutting 
**  yourfelf  up  as  you  did  at  Rio  de  Janeiro^  I 
^  will  cxpofe  you  by  every  poflibic  means  on 
"  your  return  to  Europe.  If  it  is  the  fear  of 
•*  offending  the  laws  of  the  country,  or  any 
**  other  etiquette,  that  prevents  you  from  ac- 
**  cepting  the  arrangement,  IHU  the  bufinefs 
•'  may  be  done,  and  the  guilt,  (if  there  is  any,) 
^*  attach  to  me  alone ;  you  have  only  to  ap. 
•'  pear  publicly ;  I  will  attack  wherever  I  fee 
^*  you,  were  it  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God ! 
•'  Surely  you  may  defend  yourfelf^ 

''  I  am.  Sir, 

^*  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

"  J.  G.  S.  U^i.%:' 

^  St,  Salvador  LoSera  dt  I^Ji/ericorde^ 
<)th  April,  1798. 

*'  Etrjgn  Mincbin^  onboard  the  hrvincible.^^ 

The 
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The  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  far  from  roufing 
him  to  vindicate  his  honour,  only  induced  him 
to  confine  himfelf  as  clofely  to  his  (hip,  as  he 
had  done  to  his  lodgings  at  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  nor 
did  I  ever  fee  him  till  we  were  on  the  point  of 
failing.  He  then  fent  the  Mailer  of  the  veffel, 
in  which  he  was,  to  our  Rear-Admiral  Francifco 
de  Paula  Leite^  to  folicit  his  leave  to  remain  be- 
hind ;  his  pretence  being  that  he  was  fo  afflided 
with  the  fcurvy  that  his  life  would  be  endanger- 
ed by  purfuing  his  voyage. 

Puring  our  (lay  at  hohia  I  principally  fpent 
my  time  wifh  the  military,  or  at  the  houfe  of  an 
eminent  merchant  named  Lilboa,  a  gentleman 
whofe  doors  are  open  to  every  (Iranger  of  de- 
cent appearance;  and  where  there  is  at  all  times 
a  large  and  good  fociety.  I  likewife  frequently 
faw  the  Count  Barbafini,  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Minas,  fo  called  from  the  mines  there, 
who,  with  his  lady  and  family,  had  come  in 
jthe  Admiral's  (hip  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  To 
this  nobleman  the  Qpyernor  gave  lit^^txiX,  fetes^ 
to  all  which  1  had  the  honour  of  being  invited  j 
in  (hort,  the  u^moft  harmony  fab(i(led  between 
•them,  for  both  were  accompli(hed  literary  cha- 
jraders.  With  them  I  too  aflifted  at  a  very 
grand  ceremony  performed  annually  here,  upon 
ja  holiday  whofe  name  I  have  forgotten.  On 
that  d?y  the  Governor^  attended  by  all  the 

principal 
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principal  nobility,  vifits  all  the  churches;  when 
fiich  was  the  profufion  of  riches  I  faw,  that  even 
in  a  country  where' gold  and  diamonds  are  the 
natural  produce  of  the  foil,  1  fhould  hardly  have 
thought  fuch  quant itfies  cotild  have  been  col- 
Icdled  in  one  plact,  andfor  6n« 'jitarpofe,  that 
of  adorning  the  iniages  in  the  church'eii. 

Every  whcrcr  as  I  walked  through  the  ftreets 
the  ftrong  and  lufl-y  appearance"  of  the  negroes 
forcibly  ftruck  me.  T  learnt  that  they  came 
from  a  part  of  Africa  different  from  thofc  ufuaU 
ly  imported;  and  that  their -Crcatment  far  cx-r 
ccedcd  even  what  they  received  at  /?/Ia  (le  Ja^ 
neiro. 

Mr.  Brummond  had  taken  his  p^ifagbfnbneof 
the  rtierchant  veffcis  of  the  convoy  ;"  and  oti\Xi 
arrival  I  found  that  he  was  very  indiiFerently  fi- 
tuatcd  both inpoiiit  of accomniWdatibhs  and prt)- 
vifiohs.  I  therefore,  having  dBtained  the  Gover- 
nor's pcrmifTion  forhimtoren>ain  on  fhpre^invited 
him  to  my  houfe,  and  he  reiided  wi^H  rnc  during 
Tmy  ftay .  I  let ving  a  fpafe  apartmeirit;  I  gave  it  to  % 
foldier,  whofc  conduct  ha'd  %tt\\  more  to  my 
fatisfaiflion  than  any  of  his  ^brrifad^s,  aftd  whofc 
'^vife,  a  decent  woman,  and  wKofe' infant' cbiW 
fcemdd  almoft  WdrA  but' with  remaining  Tp  long 
on  board. 

While  we  were  here,  Prater  prevailed  on  fomc 
perfon  to  advance  him  about  twenty   pounds. 

Drummon4 
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;J3rummond,   hearing  this^  thought  it  the  beft 
jtime  to  recover  a  trifling  debt  the  other  owe4 
him ;  he  accordingly  went  to  a  billiard-room, 
jrhere  he  was,  with  fome  mailers  of  merchant-^, 
^en,  to  demand   the  money^  and  a  fquabble 
(cnfued.     It  was  about  funfet,  and  I  was  taking 
my  evening's  walk^  when  palling  the  door  of 
jthe  houfe,  I  heard  a  noife,  and  could  eafily  dif- 
jinguilh  the  voices  of  Drumniond  ^nd  Prater. 
I  looked  in,  and  faw  Prater^  with  a  rabble  of 
his  companions,  all  beating  Drummond  with 
gueu^^  and  other  weapons,  and  endeavouring  to 
drive  him  down  ftairs;  while  the  mafter  of  the 
jboufe,  a*  little  dwarfilh  fellow,   attacked   him 
with  a  fwprd.     I  immediately  aflailed  this  bur- 
Itfijup  imitation  of  man,  and  giving  him   a 
Hfeirty  kick  in  the  belly,  difarmed  him ;  I  then 
Stacked  the  other  combatants,  and  without  lo(k 
of  time,  or  diftinftion  of  perfons,  cleared  the 
place  of  them,   and  refcued   Mr.  Drumniondi 
Th^guird  having  been  called  upon  by  theinha- 
bitdn^s  of*  the  houfe,  I  told  them  to  return,  and 
to  ilrfbrmt-heir  Captain  thqtt  I  Ihould  myfelf  call 
apbti  him,  and  explain  the  bufinefs ;  I  went  ia 
a*  little  time,  and  was  thanked  for  my  pains. 
^  -  Another  laughable  adventure  befel  me  here  ; 
a  taylor  whom  I  had  employed  to  do  fome  work 
for 'me,  had  delayed  fo  long,  that  I  was  appre- 
Jieftfive  left  wemighi  be  called  upon  to  embark 
Ji-    •  before 
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before  he  had  done.     I  in  vain  fpoke  to  him  i 
till  at  length   I  fcnc  the  boy  Richards  to  bring 
the  cloih,  finiflicd  or  not,  which  he  did,  v^ith- 
out  delay,  to  the  great  difpjeafure  of  the  taylor. 
Next  morning  cti\  ly,  before  I   was  out  of  bed, 
the  taylor  came  to  defire  I  would  let  him  finiih 
the  things ;  and,  as  I  fpoke  to  him  rather  (harp* 
ly  about  his  negleft,  he  took  upon  himfelf  to 
give  me  a  great  deal  of  abufe.     Enraged  at  be 
ing  difturbed  by  fiich  language  from  fuch  a  vi» 
fitant,  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  feized  a. cane,  and 
made  after  the  offender,  who  fled  with  great 
nimblenefs  into  the  llreet,  whither,  with  no« 
thing  on  but  a  pair  of  flippers,  I  purfucd  him. 
The  chace  was  long  ;  for  though  he  wa3   HCiftr 
quite  out  of  my  reach,  I  was  not  able  to  get  4 
blow  at  him  ;  at  length  he  found  (hclter,  andl| 
for  the  firft  time  during  the  purfuit,  rccoUedcd 
that  I  was  naked.     I  need  hardly  add  th^t  my 
retreat  was  as  fpeedy  as  I  could  make  it^ 

Thefe  trifling  adventures  I  ihould  not  have 
thought  worth  relating,  were  it  not,  as  will 
hereafter  be  fecn,  that  they  led  to  ferious.  confe^ 
cjuences,  though  I  may  chiefly  attribute  many 
unplcafant  things  to  an  aflfair  which  I  yet  know 
not  how  I  could  have  avoided.  It  w^s  as 
follows : 

At  a  route  given  at  a  gentleman^s  houfc, 
>|ihere  were  prefent  all  the  pfficcM  and  inh»bi^ 

twtl 
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tints  of  diftindion,  a  converfation  was  intro- 
duced about  the  invafion  of  England  then 
threatened  by  the  French.  A  Colonel  of  in- 
fantry enquired  of  the  Chevalier  de  Drocourt  what 
was' his  opinion  of  the  probable  fuccefs  of  fuch 
a  plan,  fuppofing  the  attempt  to  be  made ;  the 
Chevalier  replied,  that  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Britifti  fleet  would  baffle  any  attempt  of  that 
nature;  befides,  Ihould  any  accident  enable 
them  to  land,  they  would  find  a  very  warm  re-i. 
ception,  for  that,  independent  of  the  troops  of 
the  line,  there  was  an  immenfe  body  of  militia, 
fencibles,  and  volunteers,  which  altogether 
formed  one  of  the  fined  armies  in  the  world* 
A  gentleman  who  flood  near  us^  and  whom  I 
had  never  feen  before,  immediately  iaid,  in  Por- 
tuguefe,  **  The  Englifli  troops  are  worth  no- 
"  thing!  nothing!!!*' 

Such  a  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  a  man 
whom  he  knew  to  be  a  Briton,  was,  to  fay  no 
worfe  of  it,  indecent,  and  fuch  as  I  could  not 
pafs  without  notice ;  but  there  being  not  only  a 
great  number  of  ladies  in  the  room,  but  the 
Admiral  under  whom  I  failed,  befides  fome 
other  General  Officers,  I  was  obliged  to  fufpend 
my  vengeance  for  a  few  moments.  Had  I  taken 
the  advice  of  fome  of  my  friends  I  had  let  the 
affront:  pafs  with  impunity,  as  the  gentleman 
was  the  protegi  of  one  of  the  Minifters  at  Lifbon. 

U  I  very 
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I  very  foon,  however,  found  an  opp6rtunity  to 
give  him  all  the  mortification  fuch  infolenccde- 
fcrved  ;  but,  though  my  condud  on  this  occa- 
lion  was  generally  applauded,  (bme  of  thofe 
higheft  in  rank  felt  themfelves  difplcafcd.  They 
were  hurt  that  I  fhould  dare  to  reduce  a  For- 
tugueze  gentleman  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  humility; 
and  though  the  Rear- Admiral  never  noticed 
the  bufinefs  to  me,  I  learnt  that  he  was  highly 
difpleafed.  He  even  took  the  advantage  of  his 
privileged  iituation,  and  behaved  on  another 
occafion  with  a  rudcncfs  that  fhould  not  long 
have  gone  without  the  chaftifcment  it  merited, 
had  not  prudence  prevented  me,  I  however 
hinted  to  him  that  on  our  arrival  in  the  Tagus, 
where  we  fliould  qnce  more  be  upon  an  equal 
footing,  I  would  fpeak  to  him  in  a  plain  and 
cfFeclual  language. 

The  firft  ferious  inconvenience  my  impru- 
dence brought  upon  mc,  was  an  attack  With  to 
intention  to  murder.  The  plan  was  not  fo  pri* 
vatcly  laid  but  that  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Drummond  and  my  fervant ;  by  him  it 
was  communicated  to  mc.  At  firft  I  treated  it 
as  a  trifle ;  but  one  night  Drummond  having 
been  followed  by  niiUake  for  me,  I  looked  upon 
it  in  another  light.  In  this  country  the  negroes 
are  the  aflafilns,  and  in  the  execution  of  their 
hcUilh   bufincfs    they   ilrip  themfelves    nakedt 

they 
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they  then  furround  their  vidlim,  and  from  fom« 
of  them  he  fcldom  fails  to  receive  a  mortal 
Wound.  The  villains  are  fure  to  efcape,  for 
fuch  is  their  adivity  aad  the  lubricity  of  their 
Ikins  from  the  oil  with  which  they  befmcar 
themfelves^  that  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to  lay 
hold  of  them. 

It  happened  pne  evening  after  the  intimation 
h'ad  been  given  me  of  their  defign,  that  I  was 
going  to  vifit  a  lady^  and  that  I  might  at  lead 
have  one  af&ftant  at  hand^  Mr-  Drummond  ac^ 
companied  me.  When  I  arrived  at  her  door 
he  left  me,  and  I  went  in.  In  a  moment  the 
lady,  with  the  utmofl  earneftnefs,  intrcated  mc 
to  he  going,  as  her  houfe  was  befet  by  afiaflins^ 
-whom  (he  fufpe&ed  were  looking  for  me.  I 
run  to  the  balcony,  hoping  that  Drummond 
might  not  be  gone  very  far ;  I  called  to  him, 
but  in  vain ;  I  therefore  immediately  cjeparted 
with  my  fword  under  my  left  arm^  but  not 
drawn.  I  walked  for  fafety  in  the  middle  of 
the  ilreet,  and  was  within  a  few  yards  of  home 
when  juft  as  I  was  entering  the  ftreet  where  I 
lived,  called  The  Ladeira  de  Mefericorde^  on  a 
iiidden  I  beheld  fome  negroes  gathering  round 
me.  I  put  myfelf  in  a  pofturc  of  defence,  and 
endeavoured  to  gain  a  wall,  but  before  I  could 
cffedt  my  purpofe^  a  negroc  came  behind  and 
gave  me  %  flight  wpund.  Mr.  Drummond, 
Ua  who 
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who  had  not  yet  got  home,  hearing  the  noife, 
came  to  my  afliflance,  but  I  had  already  diif- 
perfed  the  aflaflins.  Fortunately  my  wound  was 
fo  flight  as  not  even  to  confine  mc  to  my  houfe» 
nor  had  my  enemies  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
that  I  was  hurt. 

Here  among  other  advantages  I  met  with 
the  Governor  General  of  Angola,  a  man  beloved 
wherever  he  is  known;  he  was  on  his  return 
from  Africa  to  Lifbon,  and  had  come  to  Bahia 
de  Todos  OS  Santos,  that  he  might  be  under  the 
protedlion  of  the  convoy.  This  amiable  Gene- 
ral had  in  his  fuite  Dr.  Azercdo,  a  native  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  who,  with  his  brother,  had  fome 
few  years  before  fludicd  phyfic  at  Edinburgh  ; 
the  firft  two  Brazilians  who  have  ever  been  edu- 
cated at  a  college  in  Scotland. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bahia  are  exceedingly  hoC- 
pitable,  remarkably  gay,  and  paflionately  ad- 
dicfted  to  gambling  ;  they  drefs  with  more  taftc 
and  richnefs  than  in  any  town  I  had  feen ;  their 
linen  is,  as  I  have  obferved  of  Rio  Grande^  pe- 
culiarly fine  and  white.  They  live  in  a  moft 
fociable  and  pleafant  manner,  but  whenever 
they  meet,  cards  are  introduced  as  a  matter  in- 
difpenfable.  Some  very  fumptuous  dinners  are 
given,  and  at  every  table  the  greateft  variety  of 
fwectmeats  are  fcrvcd ;  this  is  the  more  eafily 
done,  as  there  fugar  is  equally  cheap  and  good, 

and 
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and  their  fruits  not  lefs  abundant  than  deli- 
cious. 

The  town  ftands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  fo 
fteep  that  the  communication  between  the  upper 
and  lower  part  is  difficult.  The  lower  part  is 
bufy,  full  of  warehoufes  and  Ihops ;  it  is  reckr 
oned  very  unhealthy,  and  therefore  the  elegance 
of  the  place  is  chiefly  to  be  feen  in  the  upper 
part.  There  is  a  neat  but  fmali  dock-yardj 
where  Ihips  of  every  fort  are  excellently  well 
built ;  in  particular  moft  of  the  fhips  employed 
in  the  Brazil  trade  are  built  here  or  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  The  view  of  the  bay  from  the  town  is 
beautiful,  and  at  the  back  upon  the  height  is 
an  indifferent  fort,  once  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  kept  by  them  for  fome  ftiort  time.  The 
adjacent  country  is  charmingly  laid  out  in  cul- 
tivation and  gardens,  among  which  a  great 
number  of  elegant  country-feats  arife,  and  give 
an  air  of  gaiety  and  population  to  the  fcene. 

Mrnchin,  notwithftanding  his  prudenc^y  one 
day  fell  in  my  way,  and  had  certainly  no  great 
xeafon  to  boaft  of  his  good  fortune ;  not  with- 
Handing,  when  the  Rear-Admiral  refufed  to 
liften  to  his  requeft  of  flaying  behind,  he  made 
application  to  me.  I  took  Dr.  Azeredo  to  vific 
lum,  and  though  he  declared  that  his  cafe  was; 
no  way  dangerous,  I  prevailed  with  the  Admi- 
ral to  grant  biiq^permiinon  to  ftay. 

U3  The 
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The  Prhtcejfa  da  Beira,  a  line-of-battle  Aiip, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Z)/>|^(?  da  Piva,  and 
belonging  to  our  fquadron,  fprung  a  leak,  when 
Hve  were  about  to  put  to  fca,  this  circumftance 
delayed   us   a  conlidcrable  time,   for  the  leak 
being  near  her  keel,  every  thing  was  obliged  to 
be  taken  out,  an  event  fortunate  for  the  Court 
of  PortugaF  and  our  Commodore.    On  moving  H 
cheft  of  gold,  of  which  there  were  three  on  board 
of  immcnfe  value,   it  was  difcovered   to  havt 
befen  broke  into,   and  on  examining,   iG3me  in*- 
confiderable  part  was  milling.     Had  it  not  bcett 
for  the  circumftance  of  the  leak,  this  cheft,  in 
ill  probability,  would  have  arrived    at    Lifbon 
enr.pty. 

Some  little  time  before  our  departure  from 
iahia  de  Todos  vs  Santos,  while  I  was  cdhfiiied  td 
my  houfe  by  indifpofition,  a  Portuguefc  Qiip 
from  Bengal  bound  to  Lilbon  arrived  in  that 
harbour,  on  board  of  which  came  a  paijengerj 
Mr.  Stewart,  The  officers  of  the  fleet  who  went 
on  board  that  fhip  as  (he  came  into  port,  men^ 
tioned  my  name  to  him,  and  that  I-  was  ift 
town;  they,  as  himfelf  told  me,  fpoke  fo  hand«- 
fomely  -of  me  that  he  felt  a  defire  to  fee  me* 
He  landed  the  fame  day,  and  went  to  the  houfe 
of  an  eminent  merchant  (Mr.  Liflboa,)  whert 
I  was  particularly  intimate;  he  errquired  after 
me  in  that  houfe^  and  tvery  individual  of  thk 

family 
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family  faid  fo  much  in  my  favour^  that  his  wilh 
to  fee  me  encreafed.  It  happened  that  while 
they  were  talking  on  my  fubjedt  I  fent  a  meffen- 
ger  there  on  fbme  buiinefs,  and  Mr.  Stewart 
being  informed  of  it,  direi^ed  my  meflengcr  to 
tell  me,  that  if  I  was  able  to  come  out  he  would 
be  glad  chat  I  wouU  dine  at  Mr.  Lilboa's  ;  that 
it  would  give  him  pleafure  to  be  of  fervice  to 
me,  and  he  would  furniih  me  with  any  money  I 
inight  have  occafion  for.  1  fent  a  fervant  back 
to  tell  hi^,  that  I  would  certainly  dine  where 
he  WAV,  and  that  had  I  been  drclFed  I  would 
then  have  paid  him  a  viiit ;  upon  this  he 
came  with  my  fervant  to  me,  and  ia  perfon 
irepeated  the  meflage  he  had  before  fent.  As 
I  was  no  more  within  the  reach  of  the  good 
Admiral  Antonio  Januario  de  Valle,  and  hav* 
iBg,  on  accounrt)f  my  long  and  uncxpeded  de* 
tention  here  occafion  for  a  few  guineas,  I  ac- 
cepted from  Mr.  Stewart  the  loan  of  about 
twenty  pounds.  This  money  he  lent  me,  and 
would  have  lent  me  as  much  more,  merely  from 
|fae  reputation  which  my  condud,  during  the 
eight  months  which  I  had  been  in  Brazil,  had 
acquired  me.  ^ 

in  the  mean  time  a  packet  arrived  .from  i?/^ 
Je  J-Meiro  on  her  way  to  Europe,  and  by  her  J 
wrote  a  detailed  account  iA  the  mutiny  on  board 
ilic  jj^ady  Shprc'.to  hisvGncejof  Ponbuid,  pron 
.    .  U  4  '  mifing 
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mifing  to  attend  his  commands  at  Lilbon.  The 
kttcr  was  enclofed  to  his  Excellency  the  Britiih 
Envoy  at  that  place,  to  whom  I  propofed  to 
furrcnder,  and  was  by  him  forwarded  to  the 
Duke. 

Mr.  Stewart  had  been  introduced  by  me  to 
*the  Governor-General,  from  whom  I  now  foli- 
cited  a  pafTage  for  him  and  myfelf  in  the 
packet,  which  we  bpth  much  wifhed  for,  to 
avoid  the  delays  naturally  incident  to  a  convoy. 
But  owing  to  fome  vague  reports  brought  from 
India  by  the  (hip  in  which  Mr.  Stewart  came, 
refpeding  a  probability  of  hoililities  between 
Britain  and  Portugal,  our  requeft  was  refufed. 
His  Excellency  having  been  much  irritated  by 
fome  vexatious  circumllances  which  had  juft  oc- 
curred, exprcfled  his  difapprobation  of  my  re- 
queft  in  fomewhat  violent  terms;  thefe  I  was 
rafti  enough  to  refent  in  a  manner  that  might 
have  occafioned  an  irreparable  breach  with  a 
lefs  amiable  charadler ;  but  that  excellent  no- 
bleman, whofe  refentment  never  extended  be- 
yond the  moment  of  heat,  n^t  only  forgave  me, 
but  that  very  evening  invited  me  to  his  box  in 
the  theatre. 

After  Mr.  Stewart's  apparently  generous  con- 
dudl,  I  naturally  held  him  in  fome  eftimatioOt 
thinking  that  1  alfo  pofTefTed  his  good  opinion, 
but  fome  one,   I  know  not  who,  having  aci- 

qwdnte^ 
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q^ainted  him  with  my  difgrace  in  England^  he 
fo  conducted  himfelf^  that  if  we  had  not  imme«- 
diately  failed  he  would  have  had  fome  caufe  to 
repent  his  illiberality. 

Such  was  the  return  he  made  for  my  having 
embroiled  myfelf  with  my  beft  friend,  the  Go* 
vernbr  General  1  This  was  the  man,  my  com-^ 
plaifance  for  whom  tempted  me  to  throw  my- 
felf into  a  pofition  of  refiftance  againft  the  re- 
prcfcntative,  the  kinfman  of  Majefty !  and  when 
anger,  at  the  indignities  offered  me  by  this 
oriental  mufhroom,  extorted  from  m^  a  letter 
the  didates  of  pailion !  this  w^s  the  man  who 
could  cooly  fend  it  to  the  Intendant  of  Police 
in  Portugal,  from  whom  I  afterwards  received 
it  among  other  papers. 

If  it  may  be  allowed  a  man  who  has  feen  aU 
moil  all  the  world,  and  been  an  attentive  ob- 
ferver  of  what  he  has  feen,  to  judge,  Brazil  is 
Xhe  rif  heft  $:opntry  in  the  world ;  fpr  though 
fome  may  more  abound  in  particular  commo- 
dities, none  produces  in  fuch  plenty  every  thing 
neceffary  for  life.  Of  the  articles  ufually  cxn 
ported  I  have  already  fpoken;  but  in  my  excur« 
iions  into  the  country  (and  the  Portuguefe  al- 
low that  no  European  ever  faw  fo  much  of  it,) 
I  found  it  vaftly  richer  than  I  expefted.  The 
beft  and  moft  various  kinds  of  timber  abound 
^ere,  and  of  thefe  I  carefully  colledted  and  pre- 
j     _  ferved 
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fcrved  famples.  Thofc  ufed  for  furniture  and 
fliip-building  arc  very  hard  and  durable ;  and 
the  opinion  of  the  heft  informed  Portugucfe  is, 
that  without  arrogating  any  fuperiority  of  va- 
lour and  feamanihip  to  their  failors^  no  Britifh 
ihip  could  cope  with  one  of  theirs  of  equal 
foTCCy  owing  to  the  fupcrior  ilrength  of  the 
timber;  in  this  opinion  I»  however,  do  not 
coincide  with  them. 

On  or  about  the  ill  of  June  we  failed  frofq 
Brazil  with  a  convoy  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
fail,  moft  of  them  very  large  ftiips  ;  and  after  a 
tedious  pailkge,  during  which  nothing  material 
occurred,  we  reached  the  river  Tagus  on  the 
9th  September,  179S.  On  entering  the  har* 
bour^  and  before  I  difcmbarked^  aa  opportu* 
nity  offering,  I  difpatched  a  fecond  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  recapitulating  what  1 
had  before  written,  concerning  the  mutiny,  and 
mentioning  my  intention  of  aiwaiting  his  Gcace^t 
commands  at  Lifbon. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Ttt  author  arrivis  at  Ufben,  writes  to  the  Mimfttrs^ 
and  offer?  to furnender  him/elf .* — Is  urrefed.^^Ap^ 
plus  to  the  ConfuUGeneral  for  Madeiru^  >wkp^  cam. 
obtain  no  JatisfaSiory  anjfmer from  the  Intendant  tf 

Polici 
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Police.-^He  learns  at  length  that  bis  confine^ 

ment  is   onoing  to   the   quarrels  in  Brazil — Is 

/uddenly  removed    at   midnight   to   a    houfe    ai 

JBelem^ — Is  /ent    on  hard  a  Jhip. — Some    ac-* 

count  of  the  city  of  Ufbo%  and  of  the  manners 

'    4f   the  Portuguefe.^—^be  Portuguefe  army   mi^ 

Jerably  bad. — ^he  author  fails  for  Gibraltar.'--^ 

Unable  to  reach  that  port^  they  make  Tangier.*-^ 

With  a  Lieutenant  and  fome  of  the  people  of  the 

Xhrotbea,  the  author  gains  Gibraltar. *--The  nar^ 

row  efcape  ^  Captain  Grey  and  his  lady. 

jL  M  E  moment  I  arrived  in  the  ^agus,  I  wrote 
to  the  Britifh  Minifter  ^t  Lifbon^  appriling  him 
of  my  arrivalj  and  that  I  was  come  with  the  in* 
mention  of  furrendering  myfelf  (o  him,  begging 
liimj  at  the  fame  time,  to  appoint  an  hour  when  I 
Mfight  have  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  hinu 
•He  returned  me  a  polite  anfwer,  and  purfuant 
to  my  requeft  fixed  an  hour  for  my  vifit.  He 
received  me  with  much  civility,  and  on  my  re- 
peating my  offer  to  furrender,  declined  taking 
thiiige  of  me ;  he  told  me,  that  he  had  received 
toy  difpacch,  which  he  had  forwarded,  but  had 
not  yet  been  informed  of  any  determination  of 
bis  Court  on  my  fubjed:,  and  that  this  was  aa 
affair  too  delicate  for  him  to  interfere  in  with- 
out piDiitive  inftru&ions. 

I  now 
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I  now  felt  the  ill  effe&s  of  the  broils  I  had 
imprudently  engaged  in  before  I  left  Brazil; 
though  I  could  hardly  have  imagined  that  gen^ 
tlemen  would  have  taken  vengeance  in  fuch  a 
manner.      When   I   parted   from    the  Britifh 
Envoy  I  went  and  prefented  my  letters  of  re- 
commendation to  fuch  of  the  Portuguefc  Mi- 
nifters  as  they  were  addreflcd ;  I  then  went  to  a 
hotel,  to  which  I  had  been  recommended,  in- 
tending to  take  up  my/efidence  there  till  the 
determination  of  the  Britilh  Court  fhould   be 
known.     I  had  been  in  Lilbon  only  a  few  days 
when  I  was  defired  to  go  to  the   dock-yard, 
where   I    was  told  that  the  CommifEoncr    (n 
Rear- Admiral)  wanted  me.   I  attended  as  i  wai 
diret^-ed,    and  to  my   great  furprife  was  told* 
that  at  the  inftance  of  the  Minifter  of  Marine 
and  the  Britifh  Envoy  1  was  to  be  fent  to  the 
Cajlello  de  St.  Jorge,    where,    however,    I  was 
to  be  treated  in  every  refpecft  as  a  gentleman. 

This  intelligence  could  not  but  excite  my 
furprife;  I  had  not  long  left  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
fcemed  very  differently  difpofed,  and  I  was  not 
lefs  confcious  of  having  done  nothing  that  could 
merit  fuch  treatment  from  the  Government  of 
Portugal ;  I  neverthelefs  obeyed  the  order* 
though  I  could  not  reconcile  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Walpole,  after  what  he  had  faid  to  me,  fliould 
have  demanded  my  arreflation.     In  this  flatc 

of 
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bf  uneafinefs  and  fufpenfe  I  addreffedf  myfelf  to 
Charles  Murray,  Efq.  Oonful-General  from  his 
Britannic  Majefty  at  the  Madeiras,  a  nnan  whofc 
reputation  for  benevolence,  and  whofe  confc-* 
quence  in  the  world  pointed  him  out  ta  me  as 
the  moft  likely  perfon  to  obtain  an  account  of 
the  true  caufe  of  my  imprifonment. 

In  the  mean  time  my  fervant  and  little  Rich- 
ards learnt  my  fituation,  when  the  former  fled 
for  fear  5  but  the  latter,  though  in  a  ftrange 
country,  and  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  deli- 
vered himfelf  up,  and  defircd  to  (hare  my  con- 
finement. He  was  accordingly  font  to  the 
Cajiella  de  St.  Jorge^  but  with  a  pofitive  injunc- 
tion to  be  kept  apart  fronfi  me,  and  orders  were 
at  the  fame  time  given,  that  I  fliould  not  be  in- 
formed of  his  imprifonment.  I,  however,  im- 
mediately became  acquainted  with  it,  and  fent 
for  the  Governor,  who,  at  my  earneft  requcft, 
allowed  him  the  range  of  the  caftle,  on  my  pro- 
mife  to  hold  no  communication  with  him. 

A  fufficiently  plentiful  table  was  found  for 
me,  and  my  lodgings  were  extremely  good,  but 
for  above  a  week  I  could  not  obtain  my  bag- 
gage; At  length  my  trunks  were  fent  to  m«, 
and,  to  my  great  furprife,  without  having 
pafled  any  examination  though  they  con- 
tained many  papers,  yet  a  few  immaterial,  ones 
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which  laid  loofe  in  a  bureau  belonging  to  the 
hotel  where  I  lodged  were  eagerly  feized  an(| 
tranfmitted  to  Manique^  the  IntendanuGciiend 
of  the  Police.     I  applied  to  every  one   I  €oul4 
think  of  to  learn  what  was  the  caufe  of  i^y  iou 
prifonment^  and  was  toM  by  all  tb^t  \%  wm  at 
the  rcqucft  of  Mr.  Walpole  and  the  MinifiiT  ^ 
the  Marine  of  Portugal ;  in  a  few  days,  bowever^ 
I  received  from  the  humane  Mr.  Murray  a  let* 
ter  in  anfwer  to  that  I  have  already  n(ie»Uoilc4 
to  have  fent  him^  of  which  the  following  k  aa 
cxtradt : 

Lisbon,  S£PT£Ki8ES  i&th,  i7gS. 

" As  it  appeared  to  mc  thk 

'^  at  prefent,  you  are  hardly,  nay  unjuftly  dealt 
"  by,  being  imprifoned  here,  without  having 
"  committed  any  crime  againfl  the  laws  of  this 
•"^  country,  and  without  even  being  told  the 
"  reafon  of  your  commitment,  I  refolvcd  to 
"  comply  with  your  requeft,  I  endeavoured  to 
"  find  out  the  caufe  of  that  extraordinary  pro- 
*'  ceeding,  for  your  information. 

*'  To  this  purpofe  I  called  firft  on  Mr,  Wal- 
"  pole,  his  Majefty's  Envoy  at  this  court,  and 
'*  had  I  found  that  it  was  at  his  defirc,  I  fhould 
^'  have  alked  no  further  queftions  j  but  hi^ 
"  Secretary    affured    me,    (for   Mr.    Walpole 
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*^  was  itt  the  Country, )  thait  it  was  not;  that 
•*  you  had  been  with  Mr.  Walpole  foon  after 
**  your  arrival  from  Brazil,  offering  to  deliver 
**  yourfcif  Up  to  him  to  be  fent  home  to  Eng- 
^*  landj  but  th«t  he^  having  no  orders  from 
**  home  concerning  you,  ^had  declined  taking 
**  charge  of  you ;  all  which  the  Envoy  himfelf 
**  has  fincc  confirmed  Co  me. 

*^  I  next  went  to  the  CotifuUGeneraPs  office, 
/*  and  fpoke  to  tht  Secretary  there  i  Mr.  God* 
"  dard  the  Conful,  being  at  prefent  in  England, 
^^  who  alfo  affured  me  that  nothing  had  cma- 
*'  natcd  from  that  office  tending  to  induce  your 
**  imprifonment;  judging  therefore  that  it  muft 
**  have  proceeded  from  the  Government  of 
**  this  country,  and  having  fomc  bufmefs  with 
**  his  Excellency,  Den  Rodrigo  de  S&wza  Coutinho^ 
"  Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine,  and  fo- 
*'  reign  dominions,  in  whofe  department  cog- 
"  nizance  is  taken  of  all  tranfadions  from  the 
•'  Brazils,  I  called  upon  him  the  next  mor-^ 
**  ning,  and  took  occalion  to  mention  your  fi* 
*'  tuation  to  him.  He  affured  me  that  her 
^*  Majefty  had  given  no  order  whatever  con- 
**  cerning  y©u  ;  that  no  complaint  had  come 
"  from  the  Brazils  to  thifr  government  againft 
^*  you,  fo  that  he  fuppofedyour  confinement 
"  muft  proceed  from  fome  infinuation,  of  the 
^  Britiih  Minifler;  I  affured  hitn  that  was  not 
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'*  the  cafe ;  then,  faid  he,  it  muft  be  merely  aA 
'*  official  afFair  of  the  Intendant  of  the  Police, 
"  in    which  the    Government  takes   no  part. 
^'  Being  acquainted   with  Mn   Manique,    the  . 
"  Intendant,  I  fpoke  to  him  on  the  fubjeft,  bot 
could  get  no  fatisfaftory  anfwer  as  to  the 
immediate  caufe  of  your  imprifonment.  '• 
This  letter  at  cmce  opened  my  eyes,  and  as  I 
had  been  fent  to  the  Caftello  by  the  Commif* 
fioner  of  the   dock-yard,    I  entertained   very 
little  doubt  but  that  the  whole  had  been  a  ma- 
noeuvre  of  the  gallant  Rear-Admiral    Francifco 
de  Paula  Leite,  to  prevent  me  from  calling  him 
to  account  for  his  condud:  at  Babia  de  Todo^  os 
Santos,  which  he  perfeftly  well  knew  to  be  my 
intention^     Among  others,  I  applied  to  Major 
General  Gomez  Frere  d*Andrade,    a  very  diftin- 
guiflied  foldier,  who  had  fervcd  in  Ruilia  with 
much  reputation,    and  is  of  one  of  the  moft 
noble  families  in  Portugal ;  he  rcprefented  my 
cafe  to  the  Intendant,   and  folicited    my  diC 
charge. 

His  Majefty*s  Envoy,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Crifpin,  the  Pro-Conful,  alfo  ufcd  their,  ut moft 
exertions  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  my  arreft, 
but  they  were  not  able  to  learii  any  thing  po- 
litive:  however,  after  much  folicitation,  the  In- 
tendant, aftiamed  I  fuppofe  of  hi&  conducS:,  con- 
fcnted  that  little  Richards  fliould  be  lodged  in 
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the  fame  apartments  which  were  allotted  to  mc. 
About  the  fame  time  he  likewife  gave  me  up 
my  papers,  and  among  thcm^  by  miftakc,  as  I 
imagine,  the  individual  letter  I  had  wrote  to 
Mr.  Stewart  in  Bahia  de  Todos  os  Santos. 

At  length,  after  much  folicitation,  he  avowed 
that  the  caufe  of  my  confinement  was  the  vio- 
lence of  my  beha^viour  in  Brazil,  and  recapi- 
tulated, with  grewj^ccuracy,  the  adlions  I  have 
already  related ; .  lj(e  further  declared,  that  it 
was  to  prevent  my  doing  mif chief  xSxdX  he  could  not 
confcnt  to  my  being  at  liberty ;  but  that  I 
fhould  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  treat- 
.ment,  and  whenever  Mr.  Walpole  chofe  to  fend 
me  away,  that  I  Ihould  have  immediate  permif- 
fion  to  depart. 

During  my  imprifonmcnt  I  had  reprefentcd 
my  cafe  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  defired 
of  him  that  I  might  be  claimed:  I  likewife 
ihould  imagine  that  Mr.  Walpole  did  the  fame ; 
but  before  an  anfwer  could  be  received,  Ma-^ 
nique^  the  Intendant  of  Police,  prevented  my  re- 
ceiving any  benefit  from  the  Court  of  London* 
Perceiving,  as  he  might  eafily  do,  that  the 
number  of  my  friends  increafed,  and  that  it 
wa$  probable  my  cafe  might  be  properly  repre-' 
fcnted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Brazil,  with  the  fupport  of  a  very  powerful  in- 
tcreft,  he  thought  proper,  without  a  moment's 
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notice,   to  remove  me  from  the  Cajlello  de  .?/• 
Jorge. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  about  twelve  ar 
flight,  as  I  was  undrefling,  I  was  waited  upon 
by  two  pcrfons  belonging  to  Manique^s  office ; 
they  told  me  they  were  going  to  condudt  mc,  at 
Mr.  Walpole's  requeft;  on  board  a  fliip  which 
was  already  d&wn  the  river^  and  would  fail  with 
the  morning's  tide  for  a  Bfitilh  port.  I  re- 
ceived this  intimation  with  the  greateft  ple»- 
fiire ;  I  hurried  on  my  cloths^  and  in  a  moment 
was  ready  to  attend  them.  Two  of  the  chaifes 
of  the  country  were  at  the  door»  my  baggage 
was  fixed ;  Mamque'$  fecretary  got  into  the  car** 
riage  with  me,  one  of  hia  domeftics  into  the 
chaife  with  Richards,  and  we  fct  out.  We 
were  conduced  to  the  lower  end  of  Belem^  about 
two  leagues  dillant  from  the  Gaftle^  and  ar- 
rived there  about  three  in  the  morning ;  I  was 
carried  to  the  houfe  of  MJJoaqiiim  JoTii  de  AireM, 
Surveyor  of  the  Cufloms,  who  received  me  with 
great  civility.  He  told  me  at  firfV,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  an  hour  or  two  the  fleet  with  which  I 
was  to  fail  would  drop  down  the  river;  but 
after  I  had  waited  with  him  till  day.Iight^  he 
altered  his  tone,  and  told  me  that  the  Hect 
would  not  probably  fail  for  a  day  or  two ;  but 
rather  than  I  (hould  return,  he  would  accom- 
modate me  for  that  time  with  apartments-  in  his 
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lidufe,  jprovided  I  would  pfomife  to  take  ho  ad^ 
Vantage  of  his  confidencei  but  remain  quietljr 
in  the  rbotns  he  fhould  aflign  me.  In  reply  I 
dfTured  him^  that  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  itie,  as  no  event  could  give  me  fo  much 
pleafure  as  leaving  a  country  where  a  wretch 
like  Manique  waii  ati  abfolute  fovereigii,  and 
fufFered  to  cxerqife  his  tyranrty  on  Any  one  who 
had  not  the  good^f&rtune  to  pleafe  him  in  all  his 
caprices ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  into  fuch  a 
country,  but  out  of  it,  that  I  might  be  expe&ed 
to  fly. 

I  was  immediatitfly  ihewn  into  a  fuite  of 
apartments,  fmall,  but  very  handfome;  (hefe 
were,  f6r  the  prefent,  to  be  my  prifon^  and  I 
was  ferved  in  a  ftyle  of  elegfance  which  aftonifh* 
ed  me.  I  delired  leave  to  write  hi*  Britattnic 
Majefty's  Envoyi  in  whofe  pofleflion  I  had  left 
fome  papers  abfolutely  neceflary ;  for  the  fame 
teafon  I  defired  likewife  to  Write  to  Mn  Mur^ 
ray,  his  Majefty*s  Conful-General  for  Madeira^ 
of  whofe  kindnefs  to  me  I  h^ve  before  made 
mention.  Paper,  pens,  and  ink,  being  brought 
to  me^  I  wrote  the  letters,  and  committed  them 
to  the  care  of  my  entertainer  j  he  told  me  he 
muft  fend  them  to  Manique^  who,  he  made  no 
doubt,  would  forward  them  according  to  my 
defire. 

X  9  I  had 
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I  had  pafled  about  eight  days  uAder  this  gen-^ 
tlcman*9  hofpitable  roof,  receiving  every  day 
marks  of  politenefs  and  attentidn^  which  ren-> 
dcred  my  abode  very  pleafant,  but  '\^ithdut 
hearing  from  Mr.  Walpolc  or  Mr.  Murray* 
That  they  had  been  fent  to  Mani(}ue,  the  per- 
petual  good  offices  I  was  daily  expei'itocing 
left  me  no  room  to  doubt  i  but  the  Intcndant 
I  knew  to  be  capable  of  any  ad:  of  Cruelty  ot 
meannefs  i  I  therefore  concluded  that  he  had 
fupprelTed  them,  and  that  Mr.  Walpolc  was  as 
unacquainted  with  my  removal  as  he  had  been 
with  my  arreft,  to  which  they  had  proftituted 
his  name;  nor  was  I  without  fufpicions  that 
they  had  now  recufred  to  the  (amt  impudent 
projedt. 

While  thcfe  refledlions  occupied  my  mind  I 
was  fuddenly  informed  that  the  fleet  was  drop- 
ping  down,  and  that  I  mud  prepare  to  embark ; 
J  needed  very  little  preparation,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  ready.  My  kind  landlord  gave 
me  a  lift  of  the  ftores  he  had  laid  in  for  nte, 
which  were  more  than  fufficient  for  a  much 
longer  voyage  than  that  I  was  about  to  rake  j 
then  putting  a  palTport  into  my  hand,  he  in- 
formed me,  that  as  there  was  no  fhips  going  to 
England  for  fome  time,  Maniqne  had  dircded 
him  to  put  me  on  hoard  one  of  the  convoy  go- 
ing to  Gibraltar.     He  aflured  mc^    as   was  the 
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fad,  that  the  accommodation  providtsdrfor  mfi 
was  extremely  gpod  ;  that  the  paffage  was  patd^ 
and  that  the  mafter  of  the  ihip  was  dy?eiSted  tot 
put  me  on  board  any  veflel.we  might  irrtct  at 
fea  bound  for  the  Britifh  Channel.  Thisixw 
ceHent  man  added,  ^^  As  you  have ncitflerheafd 
*'  from  Mr.  Walpole  nor  Mr.  Murray  during 
V  the  time  ycu  were  at  my  boyfe,  it  is  poilible 
fV  you  ms^  be  unprovided  with  money  fufficLent 
<*  for  your  prefcnt  ufe,  I  will  therefore  advance 
*'  you  any  fum  I  can  afford.'*  I  took  a  few 
pounds,  and  gave  him 'a  line  to  Mr.  Murray, 
who,  with  his  ufual  goodnefs,  immediately  re4 
paid  M.  De  Abreu, 

.  1  Gow  went  on  board.  The  convoy  was  under 
fail,  and  I  nttvcr  in  my  iifc/elt  more  happinefs 
than  at  q.uitttng  a  counfry.wbci^  men  may  be 
depjived  of  liberty-. without  ^dng toid.  why, 
vtritfaout  havir^  commit aed-^ .  i^n^r  crimc»^ :  and 
K^ithout  being  permitted  to  .  vittdp<hUCvtbem» 
felves.  My  difput^es  in  Brazil  camr  hat  ndthin 
the  cognizance,  ^i  aa  Intendant^of  Polke  of 
Xi£bon  It  tjne  goyornnleut  of  thaaiaouniry^admi^.^ 
nifters  the  juftice  of  it,'«iid  to  thc.GoYerhor  bev 
ionged  the  power  of  puniftiing  me  itlibadiniic^ 
jrited  punifhaicnt;  but  that  he  had.niade  no 
i:Qmplaiac  is.  evident  from  the  declaration  of  the 
Minifter  of  the  Marine  and  Tranfmarinc  De- 
partnaent  iq  Mr.  Murray,  an  extract  of  whofe 
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letter  to  tne  ha^  been  already  given*  Aa  Ma^ 
nique  knew  nothing  of  me»  it  ibouid  feem  that 
fome  weighty  arguments  had  been  nuule  u/e  of 
to  him  by  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  I  had  offended 
in  Brazil^  and  who  there  made  an  attempt  to 
aflailinate  me.  Whether  he  who  had  the  po- 
litencfs  to  declare  to  my  face  that  "  the  £ngli(h 
^'  troops  were  good  for  nothing!*'  and  had 
learnt  that  I  did  not  fulTer  fuch  inCblence  to 
pafs  with  impunity^  joined  his  mite  of  influence 
to  injure  me,  he  mud  determine* 

The  air   and  climate  of  Portugal  are  weU 
known  for  their  falubrity  and  pleafantnefs,  the 
weather  being  feldom   inconveniently .  hot    in 
fummer,  nor  is  the  winter  ever  fo  cold  as  to 
require  the  ufe  of  fires^  fo  that  hardly  fuch  a 
thing  as  a  fire-place  is  feen*     The  inhabitants 
are  fo  intolerably  lazy,   that  it  is  no  unufual 
matter  to  fee  a  parcel  of  lufty  fellows  fitting  on 
the  ground  picking  the  vermin  off  each  other ; 
and  their  fuperftition  furpaifes  all  imagination. 
The  churches  here  are  numerous  and  jfine ;  in 
that  of  St.  Antonio  they  ihew  a  ftonc  in  which 
the  holy  man,  as  they  bcjicve,  made  the  jBgure 
of  the  crofs  with  his  fingpr :  the  marks  of  the 
chizzel  are  not,  however,  fo  totally  obliterated 
but  that  the  impofture  ftril{;es  the  moft  fuperivn 
cial  pbferver. 

Portugal 
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Portugal  formerly  Avas  famous  fcxr  its^enwr- 
prifing  navigators,. but  of  late  their  ipirit-i^em* 
mcariy  cxtind.  Literature  never  was  at  a  high 
pitch  in  this  country;  a. few  poets  w«e  for- 
merly found  here,  among  whom  Camoem  bears 
the  greateft  reputation ;  biit  for  works  of  wit 
aJid  humour  we  may  in  vain  look  among  the  li- 
terary archives  of  Portugal.  This  feem$  to  be 
principally  owing  to  the  bufy  interference  of 
the  churchy  which  eternally  is  endeavouring  to 
fmell  out  berefy  or  impiety ;  and  a3  few  priefts 
can  take  a  jcft,  a  writer  who  dared  to  make  the 
world  laug'b^  would  (land  in  an  awkward  predi« 
cament.  The  fame  confcioufnefs  of  importance 
tetnpts  them  to  intrude  fpies  into  every  private 
family^  a  pnuflicethat  has  noSi  a  little  contributed 
to  the  refervc.  and  gloom  thai:  feems  to  pervade 
every  houfe.  Their  habitual  lazinefs  is  alfo 
another  caufe  of  their  jealouffy,  for  many  of  the 
ancient  nobility  being  42xtremeljr'^5pd0i|i^v.'\vcrc 
ouudone  in  point  of  ^  appearance -by  the  rner- 
chants,  whofe  <^rigin  nobody  knew ;  they  af- 
fcded  rcferve,  and  pretended  t6defpi(Sthofc 
whom  they  had  not  the  energy  to  imitate.  The 
peafantry,  too,  are  fuch  fervile  depeii^intk*  da 
the  will  of  the  lords,  that  their  daoghters,  if 
handfome,  were  almoft  fure  to  fall  vidims  to 
the  luft  of  the  young  nobility ;  and  I  ihould 
JAjppofe  that   thefe  youthful  debauchees^   not 
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flopping  at  thcfe  low  intrigues,  would  foon  in- 
vade the  females  of  fupcrior  rank,  which  would 
be  a  fufficient  caution  to  fathers  and  hufbands^ 
whofe  youth  had  been  fpent  in  iimilar  exploits, 
to  truH:  more  to  locks  and  bolts  than  to  male 
<;ontinence  and  female  chaftity, 

Thpre  are  fcveral  theatres  in  Lilbon,  one  of 
which  is  very  fine,  but  no  women  arc  allowed 
to  perform  on  the  ftage ;  to  fupply  their  want 
they  employ  the  moft  delicate  boys  and  young 
men,  who,  at  the  diftance  of  the  boxes,  are  not 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  women.  This  cuftom 
may  poflibly  have  given  rife  to  an  abominable 
vice,  which  is  ihockingly  frequent  here. 

There  is  a  dock-yard  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
good,  but  I  never  faw  it,  except  when  I  was 
weak  enough  to  go  there  through  the  contri- 
vance of  Mj?»/9«<?  ;  but  certainly  the  fliips  buik 
there  are  extremely  handfome  wfo'/^  new.   When 
they  have  been  at  fea  a  few  years  they,  however, 
lofe  their  (hape,   and  become  what  the  failors 
call  bogged,  that  is,  inftead  of  forming  a  beau- 
tiful curve,  loweft  in  the  middle  and  higher  at 
the  ftem  and  flern ;  the  ends  -fall  and  the  mid- 
dle rifes,    fo  as  to  refemble,  in  fome   degree, 
the  back  of  a  hog.     This  defcd  I  have  heard 
attributed,  with  what  juftice  I  know  not,  to  the 
enormous   weight  of  their  guns;    for   though 
their  iron  is  fo  much  better  than  ours^  that, 

from 
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from  the  hammer  marks  I  have  feen  upon  new 
guns,   I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  arc 
hammered  after  they  arc  caft,  and  they  far  fur- 
pafs  in  weight  Britifh  pieces  of  equal'  calibre  ; 
I  think  I  do  not  exceed  the  truth  when  I  efti- 
mate  the  difference  of  weight  at  one  fourth. 
*  The  Pbrtuguefe  failors  are  by  all  nations  al- 
lowed to  be  expert  in  their  occupation;  thofc 
that  I  faw  in  the  whole  fquadrbn,  and  particu- 
larly aboard  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty's  fliip 
the  Ulyffes,    were  fine  flout  young  men;   re- 
markably quiet  and    orderly.      Their   pay   is 
good,  and  they  are  perfedly  happy  in  their  fitu- 
ation,  to  which  the  greateft  attention  is'paid  by 
their  officers,   feveral  of  whom  are  every  way 
qualified  for  fupporting  their  rank  with  mild- 
ncfs,  firmnefs,   judgment,   and   dignity.      Far 
different  is  the  condition  of  their  land  forces* 
The  only  regiments  I  faw  that  were  at  all  fit  for 
fervice  were  two   of   infantry  ;    one  was   that 
which  ftill  bears  the  name  of  La  Lippe,  the  ce- 
lebrated Ficld-Marfhal  and  Captain-General  of 
Portugal ;   the  other  was  that  of  Gomez  Frere 
d^Andradff  which  is  ftill  better,  and  o^its  com- 
mander I  may  with  propriety  fay,  that  no  fer- 
vice can  boiaft  of  a  more  able  officer.   The  other 
regiments  of  infantry  that  I  faw  were  miferable 
in  every  refpeft,  and  only  exceeded  in  point  of 
wretchednefs  by  the  cavalry,  whofe  appearance, 

in 
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in  faifl^  wAuld  rather  require  Hogarih>  pencil 
than  my  pen  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
thenu  The  enormous  long  fwords  of  this  gro« 
(efque  cavalry  add  not  a  little  to  the  general 
oddity  of  their  look;  fucb  is  the  length  of  tbefe 
monftrous  weapons^  that  they  cannot  be  d^wn 
at  one  motion  by  men  of  fmall  or  even  mode- 
rate (lature.  The  llrait  fword  is  certainly  far 
preferable  to  the  crooked  one  on  every  account. 
^he  crooked  fword  being  only  fit  for  cuttingg 
deprives  the  wearer  of  his  bed  mode  of  aliaiilt* 
ajid  is^  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it^  a  very  ineffeAiul 
weapoi).  The  flrait  blade^  in  order  to  give  it 
all  the  advantage  of  which  it  is  capable^,  ough( 
to  be  fharp  at  the  point  as  well  as  the  edge^^  of 
fufficient  ilrength^  and  long;  flill  it muft  be  pro^P 
portioned  to  the  ftature  of  the  man  who  is  to 
wield  it^  and  not  like  thofe  of  Portugal^  fo  Icmg 
that  the  Cavalier  can  neither  draw  nor  repir^  i( 
with  eafe. 

As  we  pafled  the  bar  of  Liibon  I  perceived 
that  we  were  under  the  convoy  of  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Dorothea,  and  I  feized  the  opportunity 
which  oftered  of  addrefling  a  few  lines  to  her 
Commander  to  acquaint  him  in  what  manner 
I  had  been  placed  in  one  of  the  fhipjs  under 
his  command.  In  fadt,  my  arreft  at  Lift^on  had 
.  become  a  common  fubjecl  of  converfation  there i 
and  many  very  rcfpcclable  charader?  hac)   l>c-r 

come 
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tome  friends,  becaufe  1  had  forced  pride  to  re-# 
ftrain  itfelf  within  the  bounds  of  good  manners  ; 
my  letter  to  the  Captain  of  the  Dcroihea  waa 
therefore  a  kind  of  a  marine  gazette  extraordi-* 
nary.  Our  paffage  was  tedious,  and  the  weather 
unpleafant;  our.  (hip  fprung  the  head  of  her 
main-maft,  which  difabled  her  from  carrying 
fail,  and  this  occalioned  us  to  fall  far  aftern  of 
the  reft  of  the  fleet.  When  we  made  the  mouth 
of  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  we  were  unable  to  foU 
low  the  convoy  through,  and  confequently 
fteered  for  Tangier  Bay,  which  we  reached  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  Soon  after  day-break, 
I  was  aftonilhed  to  fee  the  Dorothea's  boat  with 
the  Lieutenant  and  the  Purfer  come  along-fide^ 
they  informed  us  that  when  the  frigate  firft  made 
that  land,  they  had  gone  on  fhore  to  buy  ftock  j^ 
but  the  wind  becoming  more  favourable,  the 
frigate  and  convoy  proceeded  up  the  Gut  and 
left  them  behind.  They  were  in  hopes  that  wc 
were  in  a  condition  to  venture  the  pailage  with- 
out convoy,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and  the  wea- 
ther too  boifterous  to  fuffer  either  gun-boats^  or 
the  fmall  privateers,  which  fwarm  there,  to  at- 
tack us  2  but  feeing  our  difabled  ftate,  and  that 
the  Matter  durft  not  venture  to  fail  without  an 
^fcort,  they  returned  to  the  town  of  Tangier, 
and  I  accompanied  them.  I  there  found  that 
amiable  and  hofpitable  character,  Mr.  Matra, 

his 
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his  Majefty]is  Conful- General  for  Morocco,  and 
with  him  we  fpenc  that  day.  . 

Lieutenant  Down,  being  very  apprehjeniive 
that  the  Dorothea  might  fail  froin  Gibraltar 
up  the  Mediterranean^  determined^  (for  what 
will  not  Britifh  feamen  do?;  to  leave  the  ftock 
he  had  purchafed,  and  proceed  next  morning 
at  day-break  in  his  yawl  for  Gibraltar.  I  fo^ 
licited  his  leave  to  accompany  him^  which  he 
granted ;  but  as  we  were  preparing  to  departt 
We  perceived  his  Majefty's  fnip  El  Corfo,  with  a 
French  privateer,  her  prize,  which  had  arrived 
during  the  night.  I  immediatly  fuggefted  to 
Lieutenant  Down,  that  it  might  accominodate 
the  Commander  of  El  Corfo^  and  perfedly 
anfwcr  our  purpofe,  fhould  we  offer  to  take 
charge  of  the  prize  and  carry  her  to  Gibraltar. 
The  Lieutenant  approved  my  plan,  and  inllant* 
ly  propofed  it  to  the  Commander  of  El  Cir- 
Jo^  who  was  much  pieafed  to  have  the  means 
of  fending  his  prize  into  port  without  weak^ 
cning  his  fliip,  and  readily  complied  with  our 
rcqueft.  She  was  therefore  delivered  over  tQ 
Lieutenant  Down,  with  only  four  men  be- 
longing to  El  Corfo.  Thefe,  with  thePurfer,  the 
nephew  of  the  Vice-Conful,  the  boat's  crew, 
and  myfelf,  made  up  the  whole  of  his  ftrcngth; 
we  failed  with  a  brifk  wefterly  breeze,  aad  in 
a  very  few  hours  we  reached  the  Rock^  juft  as 

the 
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the  Dorothea  and  her  convoy  got  ift.  All  the 
Spaniih  gun-boats  had  come  out  to  attick 
them ;  the  Dorothea  had  been  vigouroofly  af- 
fftiled^and  Captain  Grey,  who,  with  his  Lady, 
tame  paffengcrs  in  that  (hip  from  Lilbon,  had 
nearly  loft  their  lives. 

The  Dorothea  came  to  an  anchor  within 
Europa  Point,  while  the  gun-boats  kept  i  hea- 
vy and  well-direded  fire  upon  her.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Grey  went  into  one  of  the  barges  to 
land,  and  juft  as  they  pufhed  off  from  the  (hip, 
one  of  the  top-mafts  was  (hot  away  and  fell 
fo  near  the  boat  that  it  almoft  funk  her;  they 
however  reached  the  ihore  in  fafety^  though 
compleatljr  drenched. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

She  author  arrives  Jnfe  st  Gibraltar. — Is  arrejied 
en  accBHtU  rf  the  di/covery  of  a  cmfpiracy  there. — 

^  Dif charged  from  confinement. — Extraordinary  ex^ 
ertions  ^  Earl  St^  Vincent. — ^be  author  arrives 
at  Tangier,  where  he  is  mqft  kindly  treated. by  the 

.  Conful^General. — Refolves  to  wait  there  for  the 
Duke  if  Portland's  orders. — Defcription  of  "Tan^ 
gier. — Manner  if  building   boufes  there. — The 

gaiety 
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gaiety  occajioned  hy  the  prefenc'e  of  the  Confiiisv>^ 
Mofques.-^Gates  of  the  town. — AbjeS  Jiate  tf  tbi 
Jews. — Charalferof  the  Moors, -^Tbeir  funerals*. 
-^Moorijh  troops. — Their  arnis.^^Their  borfes."^^ 
Their  cavalry. — Remark  on  borfes*  bits. — Theit 
evolutions.— ^urprifed  that  at^  one  cokld  p&iform 
ibeir  manoeuvres  on  a  plain  faddle.-'^Tbe  Moorijb 
node  of  Jhoeing  borfes.—Tbe  author  procures  a 
bor/e  to  bejboed  in  the  European  fafbion. — Barbae 
rous  manner  of  faftening  horfes  in  the  ftable.-^^ 
Manner  of  travelling  in  Barbary^ 

We  brought  El  Corfo^%  pfizc  lafc  into  Gi6u 
raltar;  and  as  Lieutenant  Down  went  aihoit 
before  we  came  to  anchor^  I  fent  a  letter  by 
bim  to  General  O'Hara^  Governor  of  thatgar- 
rifon.  In  this  letter,  which  I  had  prepared  at 
Tangier^  w  hen  I  did  not  expeft  fo  foon  to  reach 
Gibraltar,  I  had  explained  my  iituation  to  that 
General ;  I  had  in  facft  given  him  a  brief  recital 
of  the  mod  material  events  in  which  I  had  been 
involved  finde  I  left  England;  and  this  I  in* 
tended  to  have  fent  by  the  earlicft  opportunity. 
I  reached  the  Rock  however  in  a  very  unlucky 
moment;  for  juft  before  our  arrival  a  plot  had 
been  difcovered,  which  was  faid  to  have  for  its 
objeft  the  burning  of  the  arfenal :  this  occa-* 
fioned  a  general  alarm ;  and  an  order  to  appre* 
hcnd  all  Grangers  and  foreigners ;  the  latter  of 

whom 
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uhoitt  were  fent  out  of  the  garrifon,  and  fiich 
as  were  able,  were  compelled  to  ferve  on  board 
the  fleet.  By  this  judicious  manoeuvre,  the 
gallant  Earl  St.  Vincent  converted  the  very 
fcum  of  the  earth  into  ufcful  fubjecSts ;  proving 
clearly,  that,  with  a  good  commander,  the 
worft  of  materials  will  make  excellent  foldicrs 
or  Tailors,  provided  difcipline  and  fubordina- 
tion  be  duly  kept  up.  It  is  by  no  means  my 
intention  to  derogate  from  the  bravery  of  our 
firitifti  fcamcn,^  whofc  excellent  condudl  has  at 
all  times  been  a -pattern  to  the  world;  yet 
thefe  ruffians,  fnatched  from  (hops,  from  ftalls, 
and  from  futtling-houfes^  were  made  their  com- 
panions in  glory ;  and  proved  themfelves  wor-- 
thy  the  honour  of  fighting  by  their  iides;. 
What  they  might  have  done  under  an  officer 
of  a  lefs  decided  charader  than  Earl  St.  Vin* 
cent  is  hard  to  fay ;  but  they  knew  him  to  be 
brave,  and  that  to  difobey  was  to  die  ^  to  his 
firmnefs  alone,  therefore,  his  country  owes 
thofe  ads  of  valour  performed  by  this  motley 
affemWage  of  outcafts. 

I  Ihared  the  fate  of  other  fufFcrers,  and  was 
arretted  along  with  the  nephew  of  the  Britilli 
Vice-Conful,  and  feveral  others,  who  like  us 
were  about  to  land.  As  I  had  already  fent  my 
letter  to  General  O'Hara,  I  intended  to  have 
waited  patiently  his  anfwcr,  as.  in  fad  the  ordi- 
nary 
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nary  ceremony  of  obtaining  pertpinioa  td  pt6» 
ceed  to  land^  takes  up^  even  in  peaceable 
times^  fome  hours;  but  the  officers  of  the  navy 
whom  I  faw  there,  informed  me  that  as  I  was 
on  board  one  of  his  Majefly's  (hips,  I  was  at 
the  difpofal  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  who  muft  do 
with  me  as  he  (hould  think  fit.  By  them  I  was 
told  that  it  was  believed  that  I  belonged  to  the 
privateer,  as  I  (hould  naturally  fuppofe,  from 
■the  circumftance  of  my  having  been  fecn  upon 
her  deck  in  an  uniform  which  they  did  not 
know ;  in  fhort^  I  underftand  my  perfon  was 
recognized  by  fome  one  who  knew  me,  but  who 
never  dreamt  of  my  being  there,  as  one  of  the 
perfons  employed  in  bringing  the  prize  into 
port,  imagining,  on  the  contrary,  that  I  had 
joined'the  enemies  of  my  country. 

This  news,  I  was  told,  had  been  carried  to 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  who,  taking  it  to  be  true, 
was  very  juftly  enraged  at  my  fuppofed  treafon, 
and  ordered  me  immediately  to  be  fent  in  arreft 
on  board  his  Majefty's  (hip  the  Aurora.  I  was 
carried  thither  with  the  nephew  of  the  Vice- 
Conful,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  had  been 
arretted  in  the  geiieral  confufion  5  this  circum- 
ftance afforded  me  fome  confolation,  for  if  a 
man  known,  provided  with  every  neceffary  paff- 
port,  and  bearing  even  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Governor,  could  be  arretted,  it  was 

no 
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nx>  wiay  aftonilhing  that  I  Ihould  be  detained ; 
I  therefore  maintained  my  tranquillity  pretty 
well,  and  was,  I  muft  own,  not  a  little  diverted 
at  the  difmay  and  confternation  of  my  fellow- 
prifoner,  who,  being  unpradifed  in  alarms, 
feemcd  fufficiently  uneafy  under  this  temporary 
reftraint. 

When  I  learnt  that  it  was  fiippofed  by  all, 
even  by  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  I  belonged  to 
the  privateer,  I  immediately  took  the  proper 
ftcjps  to  clear  myfelf  from  fuch  a  fufpicion. 
Early  next  morning.  Captains  Lord  William 
Stewart  and  Newhoufe,  of  the  royal  navy,  called 
upon  me  by  the  Admiral's  command,  to  en- 
quire how  I  came  there,  and  what  my  purpofe 
was ;  a  very  fhort  explanation  alone  was  necef- 
lary,  and  all  reftraint  was  immediately  taken 
off.  Nothing  then  remained  for  me  but  to  fo* 
licit  to  be  fcnt  to  Tangier;  this  adventure, 
however,  I  hold  to  be  fortunate,  as  it  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfelf  to  men 
.  fo  juftly  the  objed  of  public  admiration  as  the 
Governor  and  Admiral. 

The  day  following,  Earl  St.  Vincent  diredlpd 
Captain  Selby,  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Mondovi, 
to  land  me  at  Tangier.  This  diredtion  was  in- 
timated to  me  in  the  morning,  at  which  time 
the  fliip  was  laying  with  her  main-maft  out, 
and  all  her  rigging  down ;  I  was  ordered  to  em- 
Y  •  bark 
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bark  at  eleven ;  and  fuch  was  the  difpatch  ufcd  to 
prepare  her  for  fea,  that  by  one  o'clock,  not 
more  than  five  hours  from  the  ifTuing  of  the 
orders,  we  were  under  way.  This  was,  however^ 
but  a  trifle,  conipared  with  the  adive  exertions 
of  Earl  St.  Vincent ;  for  more  than  once,  whea 
a  crippled  prize  has  been  brought  in  one  tide, 
the  very  next  tide  fhe  has  been  fcnt  out  com- 
pletely refitted,  armed,  and  manned,  a  cruizer 
in  the  Britifh  fervice. 

The  attention  paid  by  this  great  AdmiraU 
and  the  fatigues  he  mud  have  neceflarily  under- 
gone,  are  aftonifhing ;  at  the  earlieft  dawn  of 
morning  he  was  feen  attending  to  the  bulinefa 
of  the  dock-yard,  where  the  fmalleft  minutia 
did  not  efcape  his  eye ;  and  in  the  evening,  till 
the  utmoft  glimpfe  of  twilight  was  obfcured,  he 
never  quitted  the  work  carrying  on  there,  unlefs 
other  parts  of  the  fervice  required  his  prefence. 
He  did  away  the  ceremonious  formality  of  going 
on  board  and  on  fhore  pradifed  by  comman« 
ders  of  Ihips  of  war ;  the  fplendid  barge,  with 
its  fmart  crew,  were  no  more  feen ;  a  boat  of 
any  fort  that  could  be  procured,  with  perhaps 
a  couple  of  boys  to  work  it,  ferved  not  only  thi- 
Captains  but  the  Admiral  himfelf,  who  found 
fufficicnt  employ  for  every  hand,  without  fuf- 
fering  them  to  throw  away  their  time  in  empt]E 
parade. 

The 
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The  manner  of  his  watering  and  refitting  the 
fliips  that  for  fo  long  a  time  blocked  up  Cadiz, 
dtferves  notice.  The  fleet  was  at  firft  totally 
fupplied  with  water  brought  by  tranfports  from 
Lifbon ;  this  was  a  tedious  and  expenfive  bufi- 
nefs,  but  he  found  the  way  to  diminifti  it,  by 
fending  the  fhips  of  war  to  Gibraltar  for  a  fup- 
jfly.  One  (hip  only  at  a  time  ufed  to  leave  the 
fleet,  and  proceed  for  the  garrifon,  where  flic" 
took  in  not  her  own  complement  of  water  alone, 
btrt  as  much  more  as  flie  could;  the  firfl: 
fkir  wind  was  her  fignal  for  failing,  nor  would 
the  Admiral  admit  any  cxcufe  for  even  a  mo- 
ment's delay.  On  her  return,  the  inftant  flic 
hove  in  fight  of  the  fleet,  the  next  in  rotation 
failed,  and  the  fuperfluous  water  was  forthwith 
diftributed  among  thofe  that  niofl:  wanted  a  fup- 
ply.  The  fame  ftriftne^fs  and  regularity  was 
obfervcd  refpeding  fliips  that  wanted  repairs, 
nor  was  every  trifling  deficiency  allowed  to  be 
an  cxcufe  for  coming  into  port ;  when  there, 
no  delay  was  admitted,  the  repairs  were  con- 
du<9:ed  with  fuirprifing  rapidity,  and  the  fliips 
<|uickly  rcfumed  their  ftation^ 

This  unufual  alertnefs  was  extremely  harraf- 
ing  to  the  officers,  yet  they  all  admired  their 
iridefttlgable  chieftain,  who,  like  the  Great 
Frederick  of  PriiflSa,  had  the  Angular  fortune 
16  be  beloved  in  proportion*to  the  feverity  of 
Va  the 
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the  duty  he  impofed.  Ncverthelcfs,  a  thoufimcP 
attempts  were  made  to  evade  ferviccs  which 
they  thought  troublefome^  and  to  elude  the  vU 
gilance  of  the  Admiral^  and  a  thoufand  droll 
adventures  were  the  refult;  but  though  thcjr 
were  fometimes  fuccefsful^  he  was  generally  an 
over-match  for  them» 

On'  my  arrival  at  Tangier^  Mr.  Matra»    the 
Conful-General^  received  me  with  his  ufual  be« 
nevolent  kindnefs^  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  make  me  forget  my  diftreffing,  cir- 
eumftances.      My   earned  wifh  was    to   have 
reached  Germany^  but  the  journey  was  difficulty 
and  my  finances  required  that  I  fhould  do  fome- 
thing  to  avoid  the  preflure  of  want.    M^y^hxo^ 
did  not  promife  any  thing  very  advaotageous^- 
and  was,  befides,  a  country  where  a  man,  accus- 
tomed to  the  elegance  of  fociety,  could  hardly 
think  of  an  eftablifhment ;  but  excepting  that^ 
no  other  country  unlefs  Spain,  was  within  my 
reach ;  and  to  ferve  in  a  country  at-  war  with 
my  own,  was  to  me  iafupportable.     Neceflity^ 
therefore,,  determined  my  choice ;  and  nqtwith*. 
ilanding  the  ample  and  honourable  provifion 
which  Spain  would  have  ajBforded  me^  I  prefer- 
red, without  much  hefitation,  the  forloi:n  hope 
which  Barbar-y  held  out.     I  therefore  camdidly 
laid  my  whole  hiftory  before  the  Conful- Gene- 
ral, and  explained  to  him  the  neceffity  under 

which 
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Vhlch  I  lay  of  looking  out  for  employment 
Ibmewhere.  He,  I  may  venture  to  fay^  in 
common  with  every  one  who  really  knows  my 
cafe^  thought  me  hardly  dealt  by»  and  with  a 
franknefs  which  I  very  gratefully  remember, 
humanely  offered  me  his  good  offices. 

I  determined  to  write  again  to  his  Grace  of 
Portland,  before  I  refolved  to  fix  myfelf  in  any 
fituation  whatever,  making  another  offer  to 
come  forward,  not  only  to  clear  up  the  honour 
and  propriety  of  my  own  conducS-,  but  to  fub- 
ftantiate  thofe  charges  of  fcandalous  negligence 
and  imbecile  want  of  fortitude  in  others,  which 
occafioned  the  unfortunate  lofs  of  the  Lady 
Shore.  This  I  conceived  to  be  no  more  than 
my  duty,  iince  his  Majefly*s  Miniflers  had  al- 
ready heard  from  me  in  the  fame  flyle,  and  it 
was  therefore  my  endeavour  to  place  the  mutiny, 
and  the  caufe  of  its  fuccefs,  in  the  cl^e^refl:  point 
of  view,  in  order  that  they  rtiight  not  only  bring 
the  guilty  to  condign  punifhment,  but  by  point- 
ing out  where  the  error  had  been,  enable  others 
to  proceed  with  more  fafety  in  future. 

In  this  letter  I  alTured  his  Grace  that  I  Would 
endeavour  to  exift  where  I  was,  without  con- 
trading  any  obligation ;  that,,  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving his  commands,  1  would  wait  a  reafon- 
able  time ;  but  if  I  heard  nothing  from  his  Ma- 
jcfty'js  Miniftcra,  I  muft^  from  dire  nccefli ty, 

Y  3  accept 
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accept  the  firil  employment  that  pfFercd^  and 
could  no  more  engage  myfelf  to  ^nfwcf  thcur 
call. 

Th^  town  of  Tangier  lays  in  a  bay  at  the  inquth 
of  the  Gut  oi  Gibraltar^  in  lat  35**  43'  N.  long# 
5°  18' W.  about  fourteen  leagues  W.  S.  W, 
from  that  garrifon.  It  is  Iheltered  on  the  north 
behind  that  ridge  of  hills  called  C^pe  Spartely 
which  forms  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  Gut.  The  entrance  of  the  bay  is  com- 
manded by  very  high  land  on  both  fides,  and 
might,  with  no  great  labour,  be  made  extremely 
ftrong ;  at  prefent  there  are  no  works  near  it, 
except  a  few  fmall  batteries,  and  thofe  only  the 
fide  next  the  town.  Jhe  bay  is  expofed  to  dif-* 
ferent  winds,  which,  befides  the  badnefs  of  th^ 
anchorage,  render  it  an  unfafc  harbour  at  all 
times. 

The  town  does  not  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bay,  but  on  the  weftern  fide  of  it  j  it  is  not  very 
confiderabje,  and  is  furroundcd  by  a  high  wall 
hardly  muflcet-proof.  The  ftreets  are  all,  ex- 
cept one,  fo  narrow,  that  two  people  can  hardly 
pafs  each  other;  arid  fo  dirty,  that  no  place  I 
have  ever  feen,  except  Lifbon,  can  bear  the  lead 
comparifon  with  them ;  the  town  is  no  where  rc-r 
gularly  paved  ;  but  in  fome  places  a  few  ftpnea 
are  laid,  as  if  dropped  there  by  chance.  The 
houfes  are,   for  the  moft  part,  only  one  ftory 

bight 
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high^  with  no  windows  towards  the  ftreet^  and 
very  few  any  wher€  elfe ;  they  arc  all  flat  roofed, 
and,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  workmanfhip,  the 
roof  is  fure  to  fink  in  the  middle,  thereby  form- 
ing a  fort  of  refer  voir  for  the  rain-water,  which 
drops  plentifully  through,  and  renders  the 
apartments  very  damp  and  difagreeable.  Every 
houfe,  great  or  fmall,  enclofes  a  quadrangle, 
where  the  gloomy  maftejr  can  fit,  Anpified  with 
opium,  fmoaking  his  pipe,  afraid  left  any  ftran-* 
ger  fiiouldget  a  peep  at  hi?  wonien,  who,  though 
perhaps  objeds  of  jealoufy  to  their  Ijiufbands^ 
are  certainly  not  objed:s  of  temptation  to  any 
pne  who  has  ever  beheld  the  blaze  of  Pritilh 
beauty.  The  entrance  into  their  houfes  i$  by  a 
winding  paflage^  which  leads  into  the  quadrant 
glc^  from  whence  are  the  entrances  into  all  the 
apartments,  and  I  no  .where  faw  the  door  of  one 
|X)qm  lead  into  anoth^er^  thefe  doors  are  large^ 
with  two  folding  flaps,  like  thof^  of  a  coach 
gateway,  and  in  them  is  a  little  wicket,  fcarce 
big  enough  ^r  a  m^n  tp  pafs  in  a  fiooping  poft 
ture.  The  apartments  are  fmall,  and  yery  nar- 
row in  proportion  to  their  lengths,  being  like 
partitioned  fp^ces  taken  out  of  a  gallery,  and 
have  feldom  any  light  but  what  they  receiye  from 
jthe  wicket* 

This  town  is,   however,  rendered  veryplca^ 

fant,  as  it  is  the  refidence  of  all  the  Confuls^ 

Y4  Pcneral, 
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General,  whofe  gay  mode  of  living  forms  a  vetf 

ftriking  contraft  with  that  of  their  gloomy  neigh-^ 

hours.     Their  houfes  are  built  and  furnilhed  in 

the  European  tafte,  and  Mr.  Matra's  in  particu-^ 

lar,  fo  very  neat  and  elegant,  that  I  fcemed  to  be 

in  England  whenever  I  entered  it.     The  Cqn-f. 

fuls  live  in  great  fplendour,  and  inftead  of  prac-r 

tifing  that  oeconomy  which  in  that  place  they 

might  readily  do,  they  fcem  to  vie  with  each 

other  in  fumptuous  elegance  at  their  dinners, 

balls,  and  concerts ;  this  fociety  is  further  im-; 

proved  by  the  addition  of  fome  French  familieSj^ 

who,   on  account  of  the  war,   have  removed 

from  Gibraltar  to  fettle  here. 

.   Some  of  the  Confuls  have  country-feats  and 

gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town;  the  firitifh 

and  the  American  Conful,   Mr.  Simpfon,    have; 

each  of  them  a  retreat  of  this  kind,  beautifully 

iituated,   on  the  face  of  the  mountain,  which 

forms  the  entrance  of  the  Gut.     The  gardens 

of  both,    but  particularly  Mr.  Simpfon's,  whq 

principally  refides  there,  are  very  well  laid  out, 

but  the  way  to  them  is  infamoufly  bad..     None 

but  the  horfcs  of  that  country  would  be  able  to 

afcend  the  mountains  ;  the  road  requires  almpii; 

climbing,   and  the  path  (efpecially  that  whicl^ 

leads  to  Mr.  Simpfon's,)  is  nothing  but  a  chaii-* 

xiel,   worn   through  the  foil   of  the  mountain 

down  to  the  rock  by  the  winter  rains  ;  it  is  £q 

rough, 
»     . .  'I 
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roughs  fleep,  and  ftoney^  that  it  is  not  lefs  dan^ 
gerous  to  defcend  to  the  bottom  than  difficult 
to  afcend  to  the  top. 

In  Tangier  are  feveral  mofques^  but  of  their 
interior  I  can  give  no  defcription,  it  being  for- 
bidden to  Chriftians  to  enter  them;  and  if  any 
onie  Ihould  accidentally  ftray  within  their  gates, 
which  are  always  open,  he  mull  either  inftantly 
fubmit  to  circumcifion,  and  become  a  Mahomc- 
tan,  or  his  life  muft  pay  the  forfeit.  Some 
jnofques  have  fmall  courts  before  them,  paved 
with  tiles  of  different  colours,  and  in  the  mid« 
die  is  ^  fountain  for  the  ablutions  pradifed  ac« 
cording  tp  the  Mahometan  ritual.  In  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  country  all  Chriftians  who 
pafs  muft  take  off  their  hats  and  fhoes,  but  this 
being  the  feat  of  the  Confuls,  they  are  excufed 
the  filly  ceremony ;  the  Jews  are,  however, 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  it  in  the  fuUeft  extent. 

The  gates  of  Tangier,  and  indeed  of  every 
other  town  in  Barbary,  are  ftiut  at  fun-fet  and 
opened  at  fun-rife ;  no  intcreft,  no  perfuafion, 
can  prevail  upon  them  to  keep  thofe  towards 
the  fea  open  after  the  time  allotted,  or  to  unbar 
them  a  moment  earlier. 

Th^  Jews  are  very  numerous  here,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  part  of  Barbary ;  by* 
them,  and  through  their  means,  all  the  trade 
pf  the  country  is  carried  on  ;  neverthelefs  they 

are 
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«rc  treated  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner. 
Thry  are  the  moft  abjeft  of  flaves ;  any  Moor, 
cyen  a  child,  will  abufe  and  ftrike  them  when-i 
ever  he  thinks  proper ;  complaint  at  beft  would 
^vail  nothing,  but  probably  would  draw  down 
upon  them  new  and  aggravated  infults.  Their 
houfcs  muft  at  all  times  be  open,  and  th)e  Mpor$ 
go  in  when  they  pleafe.  It  could  not  be  fup-- 
pofed  that  thefe  yilits  were  of  the  moft  polite 
kind ;  but  Britifti  urbanity  can  with  difficulty 
form  an  idea  qf  the  brutalities  pradifed  by 
thofe  favage  intruders. 

The  induftry  of  thefe  oppreffed  Ifraelites  i^ 
aftonifliing ;  patient,  perfevering,  and  dexte- 
rous, they  accumulate  fortunes;  and,  amidft  all 
their  fufferings,  they  never  ceafe  to  have  ii| 
▼iew  their  fole  objedl,  intfereft  ;  yet  they  arc  fof 
the  moft  part  fair  traders,  ancj  cpntcnted  wit^ 
moderate  profits.  Such  is  their  hufniliating 
ftate,  that  even  the  richeft  of  them  are  glad  to 
be  ranked  among  the  fervants  of  any  phriftian^ 
whofe  official  fituation  can  afford  thein  protec- 
tion againft  the  oppreflions  under  which  they 
groan. 

They  are  allowed  to  have  their  fynagoguc  5 
but  whenever  the  Emperor  wants  money,  he 
lays  them  under  contribution,  fometimes  by 
feixing  rheir  place  of  worftiip,  under  pretence 
that  the  ground  it  (lands  upon  is  wanted  for  hit 

fervice* 
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forv^ce.  The  late  Emperor,  who  hated  the 
JewSp  found  another,  ^nd  a  very  ingenious  way 
pf  eytofting  money  froni  thjeo).  The  Jewifh 
Tpromen,  froip  fome  ipotives,  probably  of  relU 
gion,  year  no  colour  in  their  petticoats  ej^cept 
green:  and,  as  thic  fu reft  way  of  diftrefling 
them,  f  his  enlightened  Prince  iflued  a  prohibition 
t^gainft  that  article  of  drefs.  His  cdids  waited  no 
formality ;  th(B  poor  Jeweffes  muft  either  ftrip, 
and  the  dealers  lofe  the  fale  of  all  the  ftock 
they  had,  or  make  the  beft  terms  thpy  could. 
A  funa  of  njoney  was  propofed  and  accepted  ; 
the  edid  was  repealed,  and  the  petticoat  again 
difplayed  its  verdant  hup. 

The  Moors,  from  their  education,  and  their 
vant  of  intercQurfe  with  ftrangers,  are  rude  and 
uncouth  in  their  manners ;  of  fociety  they  have 
no  idea ;  what  little  converfation  they  hold  with 
each  other  is  in  the  open  air;  and  I  cannot 
think  that  their  difcourfe  will  abound  with  wit 
or  erudition.  Brutally  ignorant,  they  look 
upon  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  with  ineffable 
conteinpt ;  (o  far  indeed  do  they  carry  their  ar- 
rogance, that  a  Moor,  rather  than  tell  either  to 
go  out  of  bis  way,  will  ride,  or  drive  his  cattle 
over  him.  They  have,  however,  fome  idea  of 
police,  for  guards  are  placed  in  the  ftreets,  and 
every  perfon  who  walks  out  after  fun-fet  muft 
l^vc  a  lantern  carried  before  him*     Whenever, 

like  wife. 
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iikcwife,  a  Chriftian  goes  into  the  country  to 
any  diftance  from  the  gates  of  the  town,  the 
Governor  will  not  be  anfwerable  few  any  conic- 
cjnences,  unlefs  he  takes  a  Moor  with  him,  pnc 
ef  whom  he  will  order  to  attend  the  traveller  on 
opplication  being  made,  I,  however,  difpenfed 
mith  this  ceremony,  and  when  the  Governor 
fent  to  tell  me  that  I  fhouid  take  a  Moor  foMicr 
with  me  when  I  went  any  diftance,  to  prevent 
infult  or  ill  treatment,  I  anfwered,  that  Britiih 
dragoons  were  accuftomed  to  guard  others,  and 
not  to  be  guarded  themfelves,  and  that  I  wore 
a  fword,  to  which  I  could  perfcdly  truft  my 
own  fafety. 

The  funerals  of  the  Moors  are  conduced  in 
»  way  fufficiently  ftriking  to  a  ftrangerj  thcf 
are  followed  by  a  numerous  croud,  fingtng  in 
the  cotintry  faftiion  ;  the  body  is  depofited  in  a 
fort  of  bier,  and  covered  over,  if  a  male,  with 
a  woollen  cloth,  called  there  al  baik  •  and  the 
whole  machine  completely  rolled  up  in  it,  if  a 
female. 

The  troops  of  this  country,  in  their  prcfent 
Hate,  are  by  no  means  fit  to  be  oppofed  to  Eu- 
ropean forces  of  any  defcription ;  they  have  no 
idea  of  difcipline,  and  their  arms  and  drefs  are 
extremely  ill  calculated  for  the  purpofes  of  vnx. 
Thjir  cavalry  is  the  pioft  numerous  and  beft 
part  of  their  forces ;   their  horfes  are'  excellent 

and 


and  abundant  every  where,  though  for  the  road 
and  for  carriage  of  merchandize,  the  mule  and 
the  camel  are  moft  ufed.  The  Moors  are  ex- 
cellent horfemen,  and  their  cavalry,  with  very 
litrie  trouble,  might  be  made  the  fined  in  the 
^rld.  The  men  in  general  are  handfome,  of 
a  good  fize,  flout,  adive,  and  can  endure  fa- 
tigue and  hunger  furprifingly  well ;  their  horfes 
too,  have  every  quality  defirable,  fo  that  no- 
thing is  wanting  but  proper  arms,  harnafling, 
and  training.  At  prefent,  they  wear  a  fort  of 
Loofe  pantaloon,  no  ftockings,  a  loofe  robe, 
flippers,  and  fpurs  with  one  prodigious  long 
iron  fpike,  which  ferves  at  once  for  neck  and 
&r  rowel  j  fuch*  indeed  is  the  drefs  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  arms  confift  of  a  very  long 
mulket,  and  a  very  bad  (hort  fword  ;  their  fad- 
die  has  a  rifing  behind,  which  reaches  a  confi- 
derable  height  up  the  back,  and  another  before, 
but  the  thigh  is  no  way  confined.  The  ftirrup 
is  in  the  Tartar  fafhion,  as  longvand  as  broad  as 
the  foot,  and  the  form  of  the  faddle  neceflarily 
obliges  them  to  ride  with  very  fliort  ftirrups ; 
for  if  they  could  not  raife  themfelves  much 
above  the  feat  of  the  faddle,  it  would  be  impof- 
iible  for  them  to  feat  themfelves  in  it. 

The  bridle  is  the  fame  as  that  ufed  by  the 
Tartars  in  general,  and  which  I  have  already 
«arked  to  have  excited  my  aftonifliment,  at 

finding 
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finding  atnotig  the  inhabitants  of  Brazil.  It  If 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  hoi-fcs  in  Barbary^  M 
well  as  Brazil,  arc  remarkably  tender  mouthed^ 
contrary  to  what  my  Englilb  readers  would  tfx^-' 
pedl;  but  thefe  powerful  bridles  keep  a  faoirfe 
in  awe,  and  the  fmalleft  touch  makes  him  obey^ 
fo  that  there  needs  not  that  conftant  pulling! 
which  my  countrymen  arc  fo  fond  of.  I  am  aware 
of  the  force  of  prejudice,  and  that  I  fliall  be 
laughed  at  by  many,  when  I  alTert^  that  a  fnaffle 
bit  and  a  tight  rein  are  good  for  nothing  but  fo^ 
(poll  a  horfe ;  let,  however,  any  one  for  a  mou , 
ment  confider  whether  any  animal  can  move  fo 
brifkly  when  retrained  as  when  all  its  limbt 
have  their  free  motion,  and  then  let  them  fay, 
what  will  be  the  efFedl  of  the  perpetual  pulling 
and  fawing  of  a  fnaffle  bit.  Befides,  the  horfc 
by  degrees  gets  accuftomed  to  this  teafing  but 
infignificant  bit ;  a  ftrong  pull  becomes  neceC 
fary  to  check  him,  and  the  rider,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  with  Efl^liftimen,  confiders  his  bridle 
as  a  kind  of  fupport  to  himfelf.  In  a  word, 
wherever  a  powerful  bit  is  ufed,  I  have  obferved 
the  horfes  to  be  tender  mouthed,  and  the  r^- 
verfe  in  thofe  where  the  fnaffle  is  employed* 
The  Only  evolution  they  pradife  is  to  form  in  line 
of  battle,  then  in  fubdivifions  to  advance,  with 
aftoniihing  rapidity,  fofne  diftance  in  front  of  the 
line;  when  they  have  madi  their  career,  in  full* 

fpeed. 
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(peed^  they  in  an  inilant  throw  their  horfes  oa 
their  haunches^  and  (lop  as  if  nailed  to  the 
ground ;  they  then  fire,  and  return  to  the  pofi* 
Oon  they  left,  and  this  manoeuvre  they  pradifc 
(6  often,  that  their  horfes  are  very  foon.  ruined. 
They  feemed  to  have  no  idea  that  an  European 
could  ride  with  dexterity,  unlefs  taught  by  them 
*  a^nd  were  much  aftonifhed  at  feeing  me,  on  a 
finooth  faddle,  behind  them  in  no  feat  of  hoyrfe- 
onanihip*  They  fire  with  great  exadnefs,  but 
the  fire  of  cavalry  never  can  be  made  redoubt- 
able; to  givc^  therefore,  to  a  horfeman,  more 
than  one  piflol,  is,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferv- 
ed,  only  to  encumber  him,  and  to  take  from  his 
adivity. 

Their  manner  of  Ihoeing  horfes  is  awkward 
ia  the  extreme  ;  inftcad  of  forming  the  (hoe  in 
the  European  manner,  they  make  the  two  heels 
crois  each  other,  leaving  an  opening  fomething 
like  a  loop  before.  They  cut  away  the  fore  part 
of  the  hoof  as  much  as  they  well  can,  but  allow 
it:  to  fpread  on  the  fides,  by  which  means  the 
fi>ot  not  only  becomes  unfhapely,  but  it  occa- 
fions  the  horfe  to  cut*  The  (hoe  is  only  fixed 
on  with  three  or  four  nails  on  each  fide  of  the 
loops,  and  the  crofTes  behind  are  bent  up  and 
hammered  into  the  heel. 

On  my  arrival  at  Tangier,  Mr.  Matra  had 
given  me  the  privilege  of  ufing  his  horfes  when 

i  pleafed ; 
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I  pleafed ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  put  at; 
Icaft  one  into  decent  trim.  The  fhoc  was  the 
firft  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform ;  for  which 
purpofe  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Mooriih  blackfmith  for  his  imita* 
tion.  It  is  but  juftice  to  thofe  artifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious ;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials,  compleated  a  fet  of  very  decent  ihoes, 
which  I  then  nailed  on  to  fhew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  feemed  furprifed  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however,  he  foon  aCi- 
quirer  a  competent  knowledge,  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  flioes  fufficiently  forward.  I  fitted  up  an 
old  faddle  of  Mr.  Matra's,  in  the  huzar  ftyle, 
but  the  ftirrups  were  loft,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingenious  fmith,  who,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  artift.  My  thus  being  my  own 
blackfmith,  fadlcr,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moors 
a  ftrange  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined themfelves  to  be  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world  that  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  ftables  are  like  wife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty;  they  do  not  faften  their  horfes  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  fore-legs,  with  ftraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftrctched  the  whole  length 
of  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 

lay 
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ky  diown;  if  the  liorfe  be  utiruly^  he  is  alfo 
fitftened  by  the  hinder  legSj  and  I  have  adlually 
feen  a  mettlefome  lilaiiion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
hprfes  here)  not  only  fiiftetied  by  the  fdre-legs 
in  the  Ufual  way,  but  with  one  hiiid-leg  fatten- 
ed^  fo  lis  to  be  capable  only  of  moving  forward^ 
aind  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward. 
I  have  juft  faid  that  the  horfcs  are  fo  faftened 
that  they  cannot  lay  down^  but  this  the  Moors 
confider  as  ho  hardihipj  for  they  endeavour 
to  prevent  them  frohi  it^  under  the  notion 
that  a  bor/e  that  lays  down  isfich  Of  their  horfcs^ 
howeVd-,  they  are  very  fond,  arid  none  ire  per-^ 
initted  to  be  exported,  except  fuch  as  are  pre- 
fcnts  from  the  Emperor. 

travelling  is  very  iricdnveriicnt  in  Bifbary ; 
^tty  perfon  riiuft  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
toatd  any  way  conifortable^  an  efcort  is  rieceflary 
both  for  protedion  and  to  procure  provifions ; 
beiides,  there  are  only  two  ihort  feafons,  one  in 
fjpring,  and  one  in  slutumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  prafticable ;  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  ftitnmef^ 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  al  manner,  that  a 
horfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftep- 
ping  into  tht  chinks* 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

treatment  of  Chryiian  Jktves  in  Bariaiy.'-^^nife  au^ 
thor  receives  notice  of  the  demand  (f  the  Briti/k 
Court  for  his  furrefider. — Complies  with  it,  jnffi 
Jails  for  Gihraltar.—His  letter  to  the  Govermft, 
and  the  aiffwer. — Sails  for  LiJbon.^^PoUfefy  re^ 
ceived  by  the.  Britijb  (ifficers  there.---lVntes  h 
the  Britijb  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray,  with  their 
anfwers. — Sails  for  Portfmoutb.'-^His  letter  U 
the  Duke  of  fortland^-^Sent  for  to  tow9, 

I  REMAINED  fome  time  Jtt  Txngkr>  enjo]pii!R|^ 
every  amufement  that  place couM  afford;  I  vu 
fited  the  fcveral  Confuls,  who,  notwithftamdOng 
any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  terms^  tiviich 
to  the  benefit  of  their  fevcral  fovereigns,  y$lkok 
affairs  would  be  materiaUy  injured  by  any  dif- 
agreement,  as  the  Moors  would  not  fail  to  turn 
it  to  their  difadvantage.  I  likewife  anvufed  tny^ 
felf  with  excurfions  into  the  country^  but  thcfe 
the  rain  ofiien  rendered  unplcafantj  however,  9s 
I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  p^tPf 
inconveniences.  One  of  my  principal  attiftfe- 
ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friend  and  b«- 
nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Eart  St.  Vincent  difpatched  an 

officer 
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officer  for  me,  I  was  found  in  <^e  ad:  of  fhoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatrtieilt  of  the  European  flavcs  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Luhekers  2ind  Ham^ 
hurgbefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  kaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
bdat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequence 
lof  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifted  that  they  fhould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr-  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cuftody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  cdmply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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Treatment  of  Chriftian  Jktve^  in  Barhoiry.'^^^  aU^ 
thor  receives  notice  of  the  demand  (^  the  Britijk 
Court  for  his  furrender. — Complies  with  it,  JH0i 
Jails  for  Gilraltar.-^His  letter  to  the  Gevermr^ 
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Iremained  fomc  time  tt  Ttngicr,   ettjeyiw^ 
every  amufement  that  place  couW  afford^  I  vi- 
fited  the  feveral  Confuls,  who,  notwithftMding 
any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  ternvs  tvndtk 
to  the  benefit  of  their  feveral  fovereigns,  ^hofe 
affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  afiy  dis- 
agreement, as  the  Moors  would  not  fail  to  turti 
it  to  their  difadvantagc.     I  likcwife  anuifed  <ny- 
felf  with  excurfions  into  the  country^  but  tkeffc 
the  rain  often  rendered  unplcafant  ^  howcTer,  ars 
I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  p^Wf 
inconveniences.     One  of  my  principal  an^nlc^- 
ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friend  and.  b*- 
nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Eart  St,  Vincent  difpatched   an 
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officer  for  me,  I  was  found  in  <^e  ad:  of  fhoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatrtieilt  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  2Lnd  Ham- 
hurgbefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  kaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequence 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  im. 
fifted  that  they  fliould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefl^y's 
fliip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  cdmply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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cvcr^  any  other  fliip  came  in  a  fcvir  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  flie  was  gbing^  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoi  (ling  red  at  the  main  I  would  inllantly  re* 
pair  on  board. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  fight,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  j  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  0*Hara  : 

''  Sir, 

*Mn  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
**  commands,  and  the  directions  of  thebenevo- 
^'  lent  Mr.  Matra,  whofe  Angular  bounties  to  me 
**  have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
*•  me  as  he  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
**  board  his  Majefty's  Ihip  Petterell,  and  now 
*'  furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo. 
"  fition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  affured  of  liberal 
"  treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
*'  honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
"  the  redlitude  of  my  own  condud:,  and  the 
"  juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap* 
"  prehenfion ;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  pofli- 
*'  bility  of  converting  any  adt  of  mine  into  a 

'*  crimic; 
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•*  crime,   long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,^  I  have 
*'  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do, 
''  I  am, 
"  Moft  pcrfedly  and  refpedfully, 
''  Sir, 
^*  Your  Excellency's 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

**  J.  G.  S.  LISLE.'' 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
<<  On  hoard  his  M.  S.  Petteiell, 
"  Sib  Jan.  I799.'' 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedt  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer : 

•*  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  i799« 
«*  Sir, 

'Mn  confequence  of  orders  from  Go-^ 

*'  vernment,    through  his  Majefty's   Principal 

'*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

*•  England  in  cuftpdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de* 

"  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  ferving 

^*  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

'*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

•*  CHA,  O'HARA/' 
''  To  Major  Lijle:* 

Z  3  Notwith-1 
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Notwithftahding  this  refufal  I^  however,  re-r 
ceivcd  marks  of  polite  and  kind  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofeof  me  as  he  pleafed;  and  as  his  Majefty*s 
Ihip  Mondovi  hove  in  light  the  day  after  my^ 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordfhip,  that  as  flic 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her;  I  par- 
ticularly aiked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
lionoured  by  his  Lordfliip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders  "to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  flie  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofe  from  the  Gar-r 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  Mondovi  was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  1  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board, 
and  after  a  fliort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lilbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tilh 
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difh  Cofnni?nders;  then  in  the  Tagus^  to  declare, 
tbsit  I  never,  in  t;he  moft  aafpicious  fituation  of 
my  Ufe,  was  treated  with  more  kindncfs  and 
politenefs^  As*  foon  as  1  arrivedi  .at  Lifbon,  I 
wrote  to  the  Bri^ifh  Envoy^  lA^r.  Walpole,  tq 
whofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
^t  my  former  vifit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

|v|6^oN)ft9thjAN.irAmY|  17^ 

^*  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*'  letter  of  yefterday's  datp,  and  J  itake  this  op^ 
*'  portunity  pf  confirming  fo  you  the  orders 
**  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
^'  fend  ypu  home  in  cqftody ;  and  I  have,  in 
*'  obedience  to  his  Majefty 's  qp^mmands,  d^f- 
*'  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
**  his  Majefty's  ftiip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
**  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attei^tipn  poffible  from 
^^  Captain  Blackwood. 

*'  Under  thefc  circumftanccs  you  will  per* 
^*  ceivc  the  impoffibility  of.  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wifhes  to  come  on  ihore. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 
^  your  moft  obedient, 

'^  humble  Servant, 
''  ROB.  WALPOLE.'* 
V  Major  J.  G.  Smfle  Lijk:\ 

Z  4  I  like- 
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I  likcwife  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  the  Confel- 
General,  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation ;  and  his  anfwer,  at  exphining  not 
only  fome  parts  of  Mr.  Walpole's,  but  fcveral 
other  circumftances,  much  better  than  I  am 
able,  Ifubjoin; 

'^  Sir, 

^'  I  RECEIVED  yefterday  evening  a  kt* 
'*  letter  from  you  without  a  date,    and  this 
*^  morning,     at    ii   o'clock,   one    dated    this 
"  morning.     Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
*'  prcfent  fituation,  let  mc  acquaint  you  that 
"  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  bc^ad 
*^  the    veflel    in    which    you    left  thi^  river, 
**  after  (he  was    under  weigh,    fo  could   not 
**  anfwer  it  to    you   then.      J   afi:erwards   re- 
"  ceived  that  you  left  with  the  Portuguefe  gen- 
**  tleman  at   Belem,    and  paid   him  the   two 
<*  pieces  you  requefted  of  me ;   the  other  two 
"  which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
^^  hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  ncvep 
*^  feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  in  vain  to  expeft  it. 
«*  All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
*'  certificate  you  defircd  from  me,  I  fent  Mr. 
"  J.  Fox,  at  Falmouth,    to  lie  till   called  for^ 
^'  as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  h^ve  got  to 
**  hand. 

^*  I  obferve  what  has  pafTed  with  you  flnce 
*^  you  left  this.     I  went  laft  night  to  the  rooms 
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^*  cxpeding  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole;  he  did  not 
^*  come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in* 
♦*  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefent,  writing  to 
**  Madeira  and  England,  by  veflels  ready  to  fail, 
"  that  it  is  impofflble  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
*'  which  is  at  a  diftance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
*'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervice 
**  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
*^  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter ;  but  ftill  more, 
•*  becaufe,  as  he  now  adts  under  orders  from  - 
"  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
*'  nations  towards  indulgencies  to  you,  if  con- 
"  trary  to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
'^  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  meet- 
**  ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
^'  powerful  reafon ;  after  you  went  away,  fome 
*'  difagreeable  circumftances  took   place   hc^ 
*'  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on  that  ac- 
'*  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
'^  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much, 
^'  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
'•  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
*'  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
**  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
*'  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
*'  put  your  foot  on  Ihore  here ;  and  from  thp 
♦'  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
**  all  Mr.  Walpole 's  endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
*'  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

*'  ant 
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•*  ant  out  of  office  could  prevent  it^  and  that 
•*  you  may  believe  ia  totally  out  of  the  queftion. 
"All  that  Mr.  Walpole  could  do>  would  be  to 
*•  infift  on  your  being  delivered  up  whencvei 
**  he  pointed  out  the  veflel  in  which  he  wanted 
*'  to  fend  you  to  England ;  and  even  then  the 
-•'  Intendant  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  fenii 
'*  you  on  board  a  prifoner,  and  with  what  dif- 
**  agreeable  marks  be  might  chufe  to  call  ne* 
**  ceflary,  on  the  fcore  of  fecurity  for  your  not 
**  being  one  inftant  at  liberty  in  this  city :  all 
•'  this  he  can  do,  and  I  dare  fay>  would  not 
•*  bate  one  difagreeable  item.  As  for  me,  I 
*'  cannot  fpeak  to  the  Intendant,  having  been 
**  implicated  in  the  bufinefs  between  him  and 
•'  the  Envoy,  in  fo  much,  that  we  have  had  no 
**  communication  fince. 

**  From  all  this  you  will  gather  that  it  is  my 
*'  opinion  that  you  have  nothing  for  it  but  pa- 
*'  tience,  and  to  make  the  bed  of  it  you  can ; 
•'  and  when  you  arrive  in  England,  I  doubt  not 
**  your  readinefs  to  furrender  yourfelf  to  your 
••  country  will  have  full  weight,  and  be  of  that 
•*  fervice  to  you  there,  which  it  cannot  poflibly 
•*  be  here.  I  return  you  Governor  O'Hara'* 
?•  letter. 

*'  I  am.  Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"  CHAS.  MURRAY*** 

««  Ltfion^  Jan.  18,  1 79 J.'* 

Not- 


\ 
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Notwithftanding  thefe  friendly  cautions,,  as 
there  were  no  apprehenfions  entertained  of  my 
deferting,  I  frequently  went  on  Ihore  in  the 
rnoft  perfeca  contempt  of  Manique  and  his  au- 
thority. 

About  the  loth  of  February  we  failed  for 
England,  and  after  a  pleafant  paffage,  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth  on  the  2  id  of  the  fame 
month.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  an- 
nounced myfelf  to  his  Grace  of  Portland  in  the 
following  letter : 

"  On  ^oard bis M.  Ship  BkillIakt,  22J  Fei.  1799* 

^*  My  Lord, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  infbrin  your 
**  Grace  from  Tangicrs,  that  in  confequence  of 
'*  the  extraordinary  events  with  which  you  are 
**  acquainted,  I  had  found  myfelf  reduced  to 
'"  the  neceflity  of  looking  for  hofpitality  on  the 
'**  fhores  of  Barbary,  where  I  engaged  myfelf  to 
^^  remain  inadlive,  a  time  more  than  fufficient 
•'  for  your  Grace  to  convey  to  me  your  cdn|- 
"  mands,  which  I  bound  myfelf  to  obey.  About 
"^^  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  in  that  country  it 
*^  was  intimated  by  General  O'Hara  to  Mr. 
*^'  Matra,  his  Majefty's  Conful-General,  (whofe 
^  bounties  to  me  had  given  him  a  right  to  dif- 
'*  pofe  of  me  as  he  pleafed,)  that  the  Britifti 

Envoy 
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**  Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Li(bon  had  received 
**  an  order! to  fend  me  home  in  cuftody,  and 
•*  that  fuch  an  order  had  been  communicated 
'*  to  his  Excellency.  Having  furnifhed  your 
**  Grace  with  every  information,  having  furrcn- 
•*  dered  myfelf  to  the  Britilh  Envoy  at  Portu- 
**  gal,  according  to  the  promife  I  made  your 
•*  Grace  in  my  letter  from  Brazil,  having  fo 
'*  repeatedly  folicitcd  you  to  permit  that  I 
**  fhould  come  to  London  ;  in  Ihort,  after  ha v- 
"  ing  done'  every  thing  honourable,  and  every 
"  thing  that  it  is  poflible  for  a  man,  well  dif- 
*'  pofed  to  do,  I  felt  myfelf  mortified  to  learn, 
"  that  it  had  been  found  neceffary  to  order, 
*'  that  I  Ihould  be  fent  home  in  cuftody\  ne- 
"  verthelefs,  though,  when  fuch  intelligence 
"  reached  me,  I  was  no  longer  in  the  power  of 
"  the  Britifh  Government,  though  I  was  in  a 
•'  pofition  from  whence  neither  force  or  ingc- 
*'  nuity  could  have  taken  me,  I  inftantly  pre* 
^*  pared  to  obey  the  fummons  of  the  Crown. 
•'  I  wrote  General  O'Hara,  afluring  him  that  I 
'*  would  furrender  myfelf  in  his  garrifon  in  the 
"  courfe  of  a  fortnight ;  and  farther  told  hi$ 
**  Excellency,  that  the  better  to  enable  me  to 
**  accomplifli  that  purpofe,  I  had  already  foli* 
"  cited  the  Commander  of  his  Majefty*8  Ihip 
*'  Petterell,  who  was  then  leaving  Tangicrs, 
^*  bound  on  an  expedition  of  a  few  days  to  the 

**  South- 
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*^  Southward^  to  call  for  me  on  his  return. 
.*'  Such  a  delay  was  the  more  necelfary  for  me, 
•*  that  when  I  cftablifhed  myfelf  at  Tangiers, 
"  fuppofing  I  fhoiild  find  myfelf  obliged  to  re- 
*^  main  there  at  leaft  for  fome  months^  I  had 
*'  contradlcd  fome  fmall  obligations  in  fitting 
"  up  a  houfe,  which  I  was  not  able  immedi- 
"  ately  to  difcharge.  His  Excellency  removed 
**  thefe  ohftacles  ;  his  Majcfty*s  Ihip  Petterell 
*'  foon  afterwards  appeared  in  the  bay,  made 
•'  the  fignal  agreed  on  between  her  Commander 
'•  and  myfelf,  and  I  embarked  for  Gibraltar, 
**  where  I  had  the  fatisfadion  to  find  that  my 
**  condudt  met  the  approbation  of  the  Governor 
*'  and  Admiral.  To  the  humanity  and  libe- 
•*  rality  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  thofe  invin- 
*'  cible  heroes  by  whom  he  is  furroundedj^  1 
**  am  indebted  for  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  con- 
"  folation. 

"  Committed  to  the  charge  of  Captain  Black- 
**  wood,  by  his  Majefty's  Envoy  at  Lifbon,  I 
"  have  at  length  reached  this  port ;  and  after 
"  having  well  weighed  every  adt  of  mine  fincc 
*'  I  left  thefe  fhores  ;  after  calling  to  my  recoU 
•*  ledion  that  it  muft  be  known  to  your  Grace 
"  that  my  condudl  has  been  approved  of  by 
"  every  refpeftable  charadler  in  the  fervice 
"  of  the  Britifh  crown,  in  whofe  way  dame 
•*  Fortune  has  tofled  me.    After  its  being  efta- 

''  blifhcd 
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•«  blifhcd  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  that 
••  I  have  furrendcred  tnyfelf  a  volunteer  to  the 
**  order  of  Government,  and  fince  that  period 
^  I  have  in  nothing  felt  myfeif  in  cuftody,  I 
^  venture  to  pray,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
••  ptefent  my/elf  wherever  his  Majefty  may  be 
•^  pleaied  to  command  ;  but  fhould  there,  in 
••  your  Grace's  opinion,  exift  reafons  to  confti- 
^  tute  me,  for  a  time,  a  prifoner,  confident  in 
^  the  rec9-itude  of  my  own  condud:,    and  the 
•*  juftice  of  my  country,  I  moft  cheerfully  fub- 
"  mit  to  fuch  a  decifion ;  but  humbly  intreat, 
"^  that  the  place  of  my  confinement   may  be 
'*  where  it  was  when  I  was  lefs  intitled  to  in- 
"  dulgence — the  ftatc  fide  of  Newgate — This  re- 
**  queft  will,  I  hope,  appear  the  more  reafon- 
'^  able  to  your  Grace,  that  the  accufer  as  I  am 
•^  of  the   mutineers,    and  others  more  guilty 
"  than  they  are,  I  iliould,  were  I  to  mingle  with 
•*  the  crowd,  be  treated  by  them  as  it  is  ufual 
•^  to  treat  a  King's  evidence,  a  chara(5ler  which, 
•*  if  to  (hare  in  the  guilt  be  a  neceflary  qualifi- 
••  cation,  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  exhibits 
'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  With  the  higheft  refped, 
«  My  Lord  Duke,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

**  J.  G.  S.  LISLE/* 

I  wrote 
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I  wrote  likewife  to  Earl  Spencer,  fending 
liim  the  fampks  of  wood  I  had  -  collected  at 
Brazil^  of  which,  though  I  had  loft  fome  few 
<Juring  my  arreft  at  Liibon,  I  had  preferved  the 
moft  valuable. 

During  my  ftay  at  Portfmouth,  Enlign  Prater, 
whofe  officioufnefs  I  have  before  had  occafion  to 
mention,  thought  proper  to  publilh  a  detail  of 
the  mutiny  on  board  the  Lady  Shore.  In  this 
curious  produAion  (which  appeared  in  the  Star 
of  the  2d  of  April,  1799, )  he  fays,  **  On  our 
**  firft  arrival  at  Port  Saint  Pcdroes,  Adjutant 
•*  Minchin,  of  bis  own  accord,  allowed  James 
^  George  Scmple  Lifle,  who  was  a  convid  on 
*^  board,  to  make  out  a  Report  to  the  Governor^ 
**  that  he  the  faid  Semple  was  a  Major  in  the 
**  Dutch  Cavalry;  and  Adjutant  Minchin  fane* 
**  tioncd  it/*  To  this  I  Ihall  only  reply,  that 
I  made  no  report ,  as  has  been  already  feen ; '  and 
that  it  was  not  Minchin  alone  that  figned  it, 
but,  as  his  Majefty's  Minifters  know,  every  offi^ 
cer  of  the  Ihip  and  troops.  '  He  goes  on,  **  the 
**  officer  in  whofe  houfe  I- was  quartered,  afked 
**  me  why  the  faid  Major  had  not  his  uniform, 
*^  belt,  breaft-plate,  falh,  &c.  as  Adjutant  M. 
'*  and  myfelf?  I,  not  wifliing  to  deceive  the 
**  officer,  informed  him,  that  be  never.badanyJ** 
If  by  the  goeKS-natured  and  perfpicuous  reply 
Mr.   Prater  ftates   himfcif  to  have    given  to 

the 
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the  officer  he  meant,  that  I  never  bad  any  iltiU 
form,  he  was  furely  miftaken;  and  in  fadl  1 
never  wore  any  other  drefs  during  my  flay  in 
Brazil ;  if  he  alluded  to  the  breaft-platei  (mean- 
ing, I  fuppofe,)  the  gorget^  ho^  is  perfedly  cor- 
reft,  for,  as  an  officer  of  dragoons,  it  was  not  a 
part  of  my  uniform  t  in  fadl,  he  wifhed  to  injure 
me,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  fituation  of 
Pope's  dunce,  who, 

*'  Means  not,  but  blunders  round  ahout  a  meaning** 

As  to  fwords,  we  were  all  alike,  for 
thanks  to  him  and  his  Commander  Minchin, 
who  prudently  declined  drawing  upon  the  mu- 
tineers, they  had  been  all  taken  away,  as  being 
vih^tfome  of  us  had  no  occafion  for*  He  likd- 
wife  inlinuates,  that  Minchin  and  myfelf  had 
confpired  againft  him  j  whether  I  confpired  or 
bore  him  any  malice,  nay,  whether  I  had  not 
been  his  friend  and  benefadlor,  let  the  following 
elegant  letter  fliew : 

«'  BAttAii  May  2<i,  1797. 
''  To 

''  Major  J.  G.  S.  Lifle 
''  Sir, 

*'  I  return  your  Trowfers  with  many 
'*  thanks.  Should  have  returned  before  but 
"  the  Taylor  difappointed  me  in  getting  mine 
^'  done  untill  this  day 

"  I  defired 
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**  I  defired  Wellh  to  get  a  Bundle  contain-^ 
^'  ing  four  Muflinet  waifcoats  &  a  Reg^^*.  Coat. 
*'  in  your  PoiTeffion  but  he  told  me  you  had 
''  detaind  them  till  I  paid  you  what  you  paid 
**  the  Surgeon  at  Rio  de  Janeiro;  the  fmall 
**  pitunce  I  received  the  other  day  was  Bearly 
^'  fuflSicient  to  pay  for  what  Clothes  &c.  I  was 
''  in  want  of;  you  Certainly  cannot  be  ignd* 
**  rant  of  my  diftrefs  in  Rcfpedl  of  thofe  neceC- 
**  fary  article,  &  the  dearnefs  of  this  Country 
'*  now  I  have  nothing  to  get  a  fmall  fea  dock* 
"  for  the  reft  of  the  Voyage;  but  you  Ihall  be 
**  pay*d  at  Lifbon  on  our  arrival  at  that  port» 
**  &  you  will  oblige  me  in  giving  the  Articlet 
**  to  Welfh  not  that  they  worth  your  keeping 
**'  as  the  waiftcoats  too  fmall  for  you  and  the 
**  Coat  not  worth  your  ufe  ; 
•*  I  am  Sir 
*'  Yours  obediently 

«  Wm.  PRATER 
"  Enfign  N.  S.  Wales  Gorp'g 

**  of  Foot/' 

I  only  remark,  that  I  knew  nothing  about 
his  cloaths,  which  it  fecms  he  had  left  in  the 
care  of  my  fervant,  and  which  I  ordered  to  be 
given  him  as  foon  as  I  knew  of  his  demand ; 
he  forgot  to  pay  me  the  money  he  mentions^ 
cither  at  iilbon  or  any  where  clfc.  The  pan-i 
A  a  ta4oons 
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-talooni  anrf  (hirt  J  never  meant  to.  receivcy'» 
they  were  not  lent,  but  given ;  for  feeing  him 
come  along  the  front  of  a  regiment  drawn  up  to^ 
mceive  the  Governor  of  Mfna^  as.he  landed  ar 
JSabi^k  i^ith  lafhr  ^ojgec,;:and  uju&roi^  ia  s 
dirty  ;(hirt(  and  a  pair  -  of  /white  :  pancaloqnr 
mended  ^Ct:06  the  fore^part  with  thrown  durcadV 
I  x^  him.  to  difappeac  from  whtvc  he.  tUcn 
^as^^id-to  go  tomy  fervant,  who  would;  fup-' 
pty.hii^  with.pwitaloona  and  a  ibia- 

:,-4«  foQft  a*,  his  account  of  the  mutiny  appcari^ 
C4^  tliipUed  to  hi^  fgurrility  in  theifame  paper 
oJt  iXht  9ith.  Apvih  My  anfwer  I  hero  fubjoin^ 
aiv^  hAte  only  to  add>  that  he  had  treated  the 
gff^a^aiid. dignified  charadters  I  mentiiGui,  with 
aA  iadecency  not  fit  for  a  gentlemen  e!(reAtO'' 
repeat. 

•Ext  rail  of  a  Letter  from  the  Starv 

Jprit  8f  >799' 

*'  It  was  my  wifh  to  have  avoided  every  pub- 
•'*  lie  difcuffion  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  mutiny  on 
*<  board  the  Lady  Shore,  until  a  court  of  juftice 
'^  had  given  their  opinion.  The  trial  is  not 
*'  delayed  by  any  fault  of  mine.  I  left  a  ftate 
'*  of  happinefs  in  Barbary.  I  came  forward  the 
'*  moment  I  was  called  upon  by  my  country,. 
*'  and  have  been  in  perfect  readinefe  to  aieet  in- 

.  **  velligatioiv 
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•*  veftigation  thefe  fix  weeks  $  hor  hsive  I  ceafed 
•*  fubmiflively^  to  folicit  that  it  may  be  brought 
**  on;  But  fince  ^nfign  Prater  has  publilhed, 
*•  through  the  chiiftftel  of  your  {^aper,  a  ftatc- 
•*  ment  prejudicial  to  me,  and  fince  you  danndt 
•'  publilh  the  relation  of  fadls,  to  which  1  fur- 
**  nifh  vouchers*,  do  me  the  favour  to  aik  that 
^*  gentleman  (who  feems  fo  well  acquainted 
**  with  the  j)artrculars  of  the  mutiny,)  whb  It 
**  was  that,  abfent  from  his  cabin  iii  the  ino- 
*'  ment  of  the  mutiny,  and  miffing  for  feveral 
'*  hours  after  the  affray  was  over,  was  found 
**  concealed  in  the  fore-part  of  the  fhip,  where 
'*  the  women  convids  were  confined  ?  and,  who 
**  fought  for  flielter  underneath  the  bed  of  the 
•*  furgeon? 

*'  Mr*  Prater,  on  the  fcore  of  Commodore 
"  Hancome,  is  fo  far  correft,  that  that  truly 
'*  refpecftable  and  amiable  charadler  did  render 
^*  me  many  fervices  in  Brazil,  and  did  refufe  to 
**  receive  his  vifits :   it  is  true  the  Commodore 

*  "  The  relati&n  offals  here  referred  to  was  refufcd  infer- 
**  tion,  not  from  any  doubt  of  its  corredlnels;  for  in  fupport 
•*  of  it  we  were  referred  to  gentlemen  whofe  reputations  are 
**  unfullied,  viz,  Mr.  Black,  the  Purfer,  Mr.  Fyfe,  the  Sur- 
**  geob,  Mr.  Murchifon,  the  Second  Mate,  and  Mr.  Lewes* 
•*  the  Steward  ;  but  bccaufe  in  the  prefent  flate  of  the  bufi- 
**  nefs  we  thought  fomc  parts  of  it  unfeafonable,  arid  therc- 
^*  fore  likely  to  be  deemed  libellous. 

A  a  2  had 
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•*  had  once  the  honour  of  being  a  Lieutehtot  in 
"  the  moft  glorious  navy  under  heaven  j  he  is 
*'  proud  to  fay.  fo,  nor  did  he^  at  once,  jump 
*'  into  the  diftinguifhed  fituation  he  now  occu- 
^'  pies  with  ib  much  reputation,  he  obtained  it 
**  by  length  of  fervice  and  by  dint  of  merit! 
'*  But  Mr*  Prater  Ihould  have  accufed  the  Com- 
•'  manding  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  Antonio  Ja- 
"  nuario  de  Valle,  and  not  Commodore  Han* 
**  corne,  of  having  fupplied  my  wants,  and  his 
y  Excellency  the  Vice-Roy,  of  having  given: 
"  me  a  handfome  houfe,  while  he  lodged  Pra- 
**  ter,  Drummond,  the  foldiers,  womeri,  &c. 
"  without  diftinftion,  in  an  hofpital ;  thefe 
*'  great  men  knew  every  thing  unfavourable  to 
*'  me,  but  they  had  alfo  the  means  of  learning 
'*  how  I  behaved  in  the  moment  of  the  mutiny: 
*'  and  how  fome  others.  My  difpute  with  Mr. 
*'  Prater  differs  in  fomething  from  his  account 
**  of  it.  Rcafons,  more  than  fufficient,  induced 
"  me  (while  at  Rio  Grande)  to  put  my  fword 
**  in  my  hand  againft  him,  but  he  was  refcued 
"  from  the  danger  into  which  he  had  drawn 
"  himfelf,  by  the  interference  of  Mr.  Murchi- 
**  fon,  who  himfelf  received  what  was  meant 
**  for  Prater. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

*•  J.  G.  8.  LISLE.- 

"  Porffmmth^  April  ^y   *799'** 

During 


^klAJOR    SEMPLE     LISLE*  357 

During  my  (lay  at  Portfmouth  I  received 
fhe  fame  attention  and  politenefs  I  had  met 
wich  at  Liflbon.  As  no  doubts  were  entertained 
concerning  my  fafety,  I  was  permitted  toamufc 
myfelfas  I  pleafed.;  but  as  a  life  of  indolence 
never  fuited  my  difpofition,  I  again  and  again 
made  application  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to 
fend  for  me  to  town.  I  could  not  indeed  fup- 
pofe  that  they  would  order  me  to  be  brought  to 
England  without  fome  reafon,  and  I  natursilly 
concluded,  that  they  had  fpr  their  objed:  the. in*^ 
veftigation  pf  the  mutiny  on  board  the  Lady 
Shore ;  two  months  and  upwards^  however^ 
clapfed  before  I  was  fent  for. 

At  length,  either  in  confequence  of  my  ap- 
plications, or  from  fome  other  motive,  Mr. 
Townlhcnd  was  fenf  for  me.  He  found  me 
early  in  the  morning  on  board  the  Brilliant ; 
and  after  acquainting  me  with  his  mifllon,  he 
left  me,  and  returned  to  his  inn,  where  I  en- 
gaged to  join  him  before  eleven  o'clock ;  this 
engagement  I  fulfilled,  and  wc  immediately  fet 
off  to  town.  From  him  I  received  the  moft 
polite  treatment ;  I  was  laid  under  no  reftraint 
whatever,  and  fo  far  from  being  difarmed,  I 
not  only  travelled  with  my  fide-arms,  but  Mr, 
Town  (bend,  who  knew  my  difpofition,  fur- 
piihed  me  with  a  brace  of  piftolsfor  our  mutual 
A  a  3  defence 
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defence  on  the  roadi  in  fliort^  his  humanity 
and  politenefs  made  me  forget  that  I  was  a 
prifoneff 
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ne  author  arrives  in  iown^  is  Jent  tQ  ^ptbiUFields 
Bridewell. — Cbaralier  of  that  prifon.^-^Tbe  an- 
thor^A  exploits  with  bailiffs. — Conclufion^ 

At  my  arrival  in  town  I  was  depofited  in  Tot- 
hil-Fields  Bridewell,  where  I  have  ever  ftnce 
remained,,  to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  the  place, 
like  a  parcel  left  at  an  inn  till  called  for.  Here 
I  have  received  the  utmoft  politenefs,  and  the 
mod  humane  attention,  from  \fr.  Fenvvick,  the 
Governor,  and  his  family,  who  fcem,  in  fhort, 
to  be  formed  by  nature  for  foftening  the  rigours 
of  captivity ;  fuch,  too,  is  the  force  of  example, 
that  the  fame  humanity  pervades  all  his  fervants, 
and  guilt,  though  nothing  human  pan  diveft  if 
of  its  horrors  and  remorfe,  feels  then>  as  its 
worft  evils,  without  the  aggravation  of  tortures^ 
equally  cruel,  unnecelTary,  and  impolitic. 

Thus  far  has  been,   what  we  may  call,    thp 
more  fcrious  part  of  my  hiftory ;  and  many  of 

mjr 
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fny  readers  will,  perhaps,  be  much  furprifed  at 
iTbt  finding  it  k  counter-part  to  that  of  Jona- 
,than  Wild ;  but,  in  truth,  my  life  hks  rathej^ 
confiftedof  ferious,  than  of  comic  fcfenes,  and 
my  adv/cntures,  befide  thofe  alreadjr  enume- 
rated, are  not,  I  hope,  pf  a  \rcry  criminal  dye. 
I  have,  iris  true,  had  a  thoufand  hair-breadth 
efcapes  from  bailiffs^  and  among  the  reft,  one 
or  two  laughable  ones,  which  I  fhall  relate ;  bu£ 
as  to  the  trafli  fold  by  K^ardey  as  my  hiftory,  I 
know  nothing  of  it,  farther,  than  that  it  is,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few  inftances,  totally 
falfe,  and  ^here  true,  ihamefuHy  diftorted.  For 
inftance,  I  was  by  him  accufed  of  having  de- 
frauded Lord  Eardlcy,  Lord  Salilbury,  and 
JMeflrs.  Grimwood,  Hudfon,  and  Barret,  all  of 
whom  lived  in  the  fame  ftreet ;  I  fent  to  them 
to  know  if  they  had  any  charge  againft  me,  and 
received  from  each  a  certificate,  acknowledg- 
ing, that 'I  never  had  cheated  them,  and  that 
jthey  hadnotKing  to  lay  to  my  charge.  I  mean, 
not,  however,  to  deny  that  I  have,  negfecfted 
jpunftudlity  in  my  payments,  and  that  when  I 
wanted  money,  I  have,  without  thinking  how 
it  would  be  paid,  accepted  th^  loan  of  a  few 
guineas  from  any  friend  ;  taylors  have,  likewife, 
found  me  not  fo  ready  to  pay  as  to  order ;  and 
thus  I  became  acquainted  with  bailiffs, 

A  a  4  Qnc 
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One  of  my  bcft  manoeuvres  to  avoid  them 
was,  before  my  perfon  was  known  to  them,  tp. 
pretend  bufiaefs  in  all  the  different  fpunging- 
houfes:    I  thus  knew  their  faces,  and  by  the 
help  of  a  good  look-out,  for  a  long  time  avoid- 
ed them.     One  day,  however,  near  Charing- 
crofs,   I  was  met  in  a  haqkney-coacb  by  ;wo 
bailiffs,  who  had  a  writ  againft  me ;  as  foon  as 
I  perceived  them,   I  ordered  the  coachman  tp 
drive  as  faft  as  he  poflibly  could  into  the  Horfe 
Guards,    propiiling  to  take  all  confe(^uencps 
upon  myfelf,  and  tp  give  him  a  guinea  for  hi? 
trouble.     The  defcendant  of  Jehu  exerted  hia 
utmoft  ikill,  but  without  being  abl^  to  prevent 
one  from  attempting  to  fcizc  the  horfes^  whjle 
the  other  attempted  to  ftorm  the  door ;  ^  dftx- 
terous  application  of  the  whip,  however,  made 
the  poll  the  former  had  taken  very  uneafy,  and 
I  repelled,  as  well  as   I  could,  the  attacks  of 
the  other  invader.     Both  clung,  however*  to  the 
lides  of  the  coach,  till  we  drove  altogether  into 
the  Horfe  Guards  ;  there  I  leaped  out,  and  hay- 
ing explained  ihe  matter  to  the  officer  then  pn 
duty,  made  a  bow  to  the  bailiffs,  and  walk;ed 
through  the  Park,    while  they  returned  by  the 
gate  they  had  entered,  amid(l  the  laughter  of 
all  who  beheld  the  fcene. 

Another  time,  fitting  at  breakfaft,  I  wa^  it- 
tacked  by  three  of  them,  and  got  off  by  the  foU 
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Ipwipg  ftratagem :     I  then  lived  in  Oxendon- 
ftreet  5  and  almoft  oppofire  to  me  locjged  Lord 
(jthen  the  honourable  Mr.)  Semple,  who  bore 
a  commiflion  in  the  Guard? ;  the  fimilarity  of 
names^   as  both  were  calied  Captain  Semple, 
had  occaiioned  many  miftakes  ;  buf  though  our 
names  were  alike,   our  circumftances  differed 
widely  ;  for  he  owed  nobody  a  farthing,  and  I 
owed  every  body  who  )^ould  give  me  credit. 
As  foon  as  thefe  vultures  of  the  law  entered  the 
room,  they,  with  the  ufual  etiquette,  made  pic 
acquainted  with  the  purport  of  their  vifit,  and 
concliided,  by  givii^g  mp  ^  very  prefling  invi- 
tation to  a  houfe  kept  by  one  of  them.     As  I 
'^^iflied  to  cjecline  this  honour,  I  affeded  much 
furprize,    and  told  them  they  muft  needs  be 
miftaken,    as  I  was  in  debt  to  nobody ;  they 
aikfcd!m;  if  I  wjjs  po?  Captain  Semple  ?  "  Then, 
•f  gentlemen,**   faid  I,    '*  the  wholp  is  cleared 
•'  up,  there  is  another  Captain  Semple  lives  in 
*'  this  ilreeti  I  fee  him  now/*  pointing  at  his 
lodgings,  ^'  Ippkiqg  through  the  window ;  and 
^*  this  is  not  the  firft,  nor  hardly  the  twentieth 
^  (ime,  that  I  have  been  arrelled  for  him;  in 
*5  fhort,  his  attornies,  his  duns,  and  his  bailiffs^ 
•*  will  fprce  me  t6  quit  this  ftreet."     I  then 
profeflTed  piyfelf  perfedly  ready  to  go  with  them^ 
if  they  infilled  upon  it ;    but  that  I  was  quite 
wearied  with  fuch  incefiant  vifits  of  that  nature  s 

and 
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and  muft,  for  my  own  fake,  bring  any  illega! 
aft  before  a  Court  of  Jufticc,  that  I  might  be 
rid  of  fuch  plagues  for  the  future.  ,  This  puz- 
zled the  bailiffs,  who,  with  fome  reludance, 
•went  down  flairs,  and,  at  the  door,  enquired  of 
the  fervant  of  the  houfe,  if  there  was  any  other 
Captain  Semplt  in  that  ftrcet ;  ihe  told  him  there 
was,  and  opening  the  door,  pdinted  out  to  them 
the  fame  houfe  that  I  had  done.  This  fatisfied 
tJiem,  and  1  profited  by  the  diverfion  thus  made 
in  my  favour  to  efcape,  leaving  my  honourable 
pamefake  to  fettle  the  affair  with  them  as  he 
-  could.  In  a  word,  he  was  taken  to  a  fpanging-r 
houfe,  in  fpite  of  all  his  remonftrances,  till  the  . 
agent  of  the  regiment  releafed  him  ;  I  havebeei? 
toM,  he  afterwards  attempted  a  profecution 
againft  the  bailiff,  but  it  appearing  that  no 
wanton  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  writ,  dnd  tlf^at 
the  miftakewas  almoft  unavoidable,  he  obtained 
no  fatisfadlion. 

Another  time  Colonel had  the  mif- 

fortune  to  be  arrefted^  and  two  good  'Jureties  be- 
ing demanded,  I  undertook  to  procu're  them  for 
my  old  friend  and  companion.  Two  were  ac- 
cordingly fourMl  ;  but,  alas!  notwithftanding 
they  fwore  pofitively,  they  were  not  credited, 
and  we  were  forced  to  come  again  into  court 
VitiLt  day;  then,  however,  we  fucceeded,  for 
fejiving  procured  a  mwface^  I  drcffed  one  of  the 

former 
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former  (a  Jew,  who  folci  flippers  about  the 
ftrectsj  in  fuch  a  manner,, that  he  was  no  longer 
recognized  by  the  Court,  ^nd  we  came  off  tii^ 
umphant. 

This  dexterity  in  avoiding  the  common  courfe 
of  law,  however,  eventually  coft  me  dear;  I: 
was  fo  well  known  for  out-witting  bailiffs,  that 
there  was  hardly  one  whp  would  undertake  to 
arrcft  me ;  and  this  it  was,  as  I  am  well  con-- 
vinced,  that  induced  Mr.  Lycett  to  proceed 
againft  me  criminally.  In  confequence  of  thig 
ambiguity  thrufl  into  the  Jaw,  nobody  knows 
how,  men  arc  intrapped  ;  and,  if  carried  to  its 
esftent^  there  may  foon  be  no  impoflibility  in 
taking  an  infolvent  merchant  from  the  Royal 
Exchange,  and  fending  him  to  New  South 
Wales. 

I  now  return  to  the  fybjed:  of  my  more  fe* 
rious  bufinefs;  and  here  I  muft  beg  my  readers* 
patience  till  I  lay  before  them  a  concife  view  of 
my  viciffitiides.  Born  of  an  antient  and  noble 
race,  but  not  poffeffed  of  riches  equal  to  their 
rank,  1  naturally  imbibed  ideas  of  a  too  lofrjr 
kind ;  flattered  in  my  youth  by  my  rich  and 
powerful  friends,  I  formed  to  jnyfelf  plans  of 
future  grandeur ;  plans,  which  my  impetuofity 
of  difpoiition  prevented  me  from  realizing. 
With  abundance  of  fire,  and  not  a  Angle  atom- 
pi  prudence^    I  launched  into  the  world;  my 

friends 
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friends  fupplied  me  with  money  even  to  profu^ 
fion  ;  and  as  I  got  it  without  trouble,  I  fpent  it 
without  rcluftancc.  Liberal  as  they  were,  my 
extravagance  outftripped  their  bounty,  and  I 
was  repeatedly  involved  in  debt;  ftill  their 
purfes  were  not  Ihut ;  they  fatisfied  my  credi- 
tors, and,  with  ihamc  I  relate,  their  generofity 
only  impelled  me  to  nsw  expences  { 

Accu domed,  from  my  earlieft  infency,  to  the 
mod  elevated  fociety,  my  ideas  imperceptibly 
ailitni(ated  themfelves  to  theirs.  I  entertained 
views  of  grandeur  while  yet  a  child  ;  I  felt  my- 
felf  born  a  foldier,  and  implicitly  trufted  to  my 
fword  for  opening  to  me  the  way  to  the  Temple 
of  Glory.  When  little  beyond  the  age  of  a 
ffcbooUboy,  I  was  diftingiiilhcd  by  the  jnoft  re- 
nowned generals ;  I  had  feen  the  immenfe  ar- 
mies of  Ruflia  cloathed  in  an  uniform  of  my  own 
contriving,  ^nd  the  celebrated  Prince  Potem}^ii| 
had,  as  is  well  known,  honoured  me  with  par- 
ticular marks  of  his  approbation.  Flattering, 
as  are  the  diftindions  I  received,  I  will  not  re- 
late them  all ;  but  my  reception  by  the  Prince 
de  Ligne  was  in  a  ftyle  of  compliment  too  Angular 
to  be  omitted.  , 

Coming  to  Brabant,  on  my  return  from  the 
Black  Sea,  I  had  the  honour  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  that  great  and  moft  amiable 
Prince.     To  the  utmoft  politenefs,  he  fuper- 

added 
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added  an  invitation,  in  confequence  of  which  1 
went  to  Antwerp,  where  his  Highnefs  then  lay 
with  a  corps  of  army,  as  the  Emperor,  Jo- 
fcph  IL  then  threatend  to  attack  Holland. 
Such  was  the  opinion  of  my  military  talents, 
which  this  veteran  foldier  entertained,  that  in 
comp^Hment,  he  ordered  his  regiment,  which 
was  certainly  one  of  the  fined  in  the  world,  to 
parade  before  the  hotel  where  I  lodged  :  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  this,  though  he  was  an  old  Impe- 
rial eneral,  and  I  was  a  very  young  Major,  he 
placed  me  at  his  right-hand,  and  went  with  mc 
along  the  front.  The  very  inftant  too  that  I  was 
receiving  this  moft  honourable  and  pleafing 
compliment,  as  if  every  thing  meant  to  confpire 
to  inflate  my  vanity.  Earl  Cholmondely,  with 
another  gentleman  and  a  lady,  arrived  at  the 
Grande  Labour eur^  the  hotel  where  1  was. 

A  conftant  repetition  of  thofe  praifes  might 
have  intoxicated  a  much  cooler  head  than  mine; 
my  pride  had  now  its  full  fc  pe;  I  was  already 
in  idea  a  General  in  Chief;  my  brain  teemed ' 
with  improvements  in  tacflics  and  evolutions, 
till  my  expences  fo  far  out- grew  my  income, 
that  I  was  involved  in  debt  and  difficulties. 

Even  when  I  was  difgraced  at  home,  I  was 
admitted  to  the  favour  and  familiarity  of  the 
firft generals  upon  the  Continent:   what   thcS- 

opinion 
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Opinion  of  me  was^  the  following  anecdote  vritt 
fhtw.  Juft  after  I  had  joined  the  allied  army 
in  the  Low  Countries,  a  Britifh  General  who 
Itnew  me  and  my  whole  hiftory,  one  day  alked 
the  Duke  F.  of  Brunfwick,  how  he,  knowing 
my  difgrace,  and  that  I  had  jufl  come  from 
France,  could  put  fuch  confidence  in  me? 
•*  Were  I  a  taylor^  or  a  boot-maker,**  replied 
the  Duke,  "  I  certainly  fhould  be  fomewhat 
•*  cautious  in  giving  him  credit,  but  as  a  foldier, 
^  I  know  that  I  might  fafely  truft  him  with  the 
•^  whole  Pruflian  army/* 

Of.  my  fufFerings  fince  I  left  the  allies  I 
need  not  fay  another  word ;  my  readers  are  fully 
acquainted  with  them,  and  I  cannot  fubmit  to 
the  w^hining  tone  of  complaint.  I  have>  I  truft, 
amidft  them  all,  afted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  my  friends  no  reafon  to  blulh  for  me ;  my 
^dions  were  fuch  as  I  thought  my  duty  re- 
quired, though  I  cannot  help  thinking  myfelf 
fomewhat  hardly  treated,  at  being  left  for  near 
fix  months  in  a  prifon,  without  even  the  fmalleft 
allowance  for  fubfiftence. 

I  have  now  performed  what  I  promifed,  by 
giving  my  own  hiftory,  fuch  as  it  ha«  really 
be^n ;  and  the  reader  has,  I  hope,  fecn,  amidft 
aJU  my  errors,  fomething  that  may  be  commend-^ 
•d,;  much  that  may  be  pardoned^  and  ftill  more 

that 
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that  mtfft  be  pitied*  That  I  meant  toy  indicate 
every  part  of  my  ccuuJu(3:  could  aat  be  fup^ 
pofed ;  but,  alas !  maa  is  the  creature  of  cItcudon 
(lances,  wd  let  him  no;  prefume  lo  expe<3^^ 
that  no  preiTure  is  heavy  enough  to  drive  him  M 
a  wrong  adion*.  Violent  paflions,  the  alnraft 
infeparable  companions  of  a  vigorous  conftitu^^ 
tion,  call  upon  youth,  with  an  importunitf 
nearly  unceafing ;  experience,  the  fureft  guid^ 
is  inevitably  wanting ;  example  invites,  fpkoU 
dour  difplays  its  allurements^  faihion  leads  the 
way,  and  ruin  too  often  follows.  Gay,  honell^ 
unfufpA5ting,  and  generous,  the  young  man 
rufhes  on  to  pleafure,  and  confidering  intereft 
as  tralh,  is  apt  to  weigh  the  property  of  othfers 
as  lightly  ais  hedoes»his  own ;  amufements  incur 
expence,  and  expence  degenerates  into  prodi** 
gality.  To  fupply  thofe  pleafures  now  become 
alrnoft  neceflary  to  his^  exiftence ;  he  contrads 
debts,  which  he  cannot  p^y ;  he  fhifts  from  his 
creditors }  his  .gay  companions  forfake  him,  a$ 
an  incumbrance  on  their  joyous  moments ;  po-* 
verty  flares  him  in  the  face,  and  adions,  at 
which  his  foul  recoils,  become  the  only  pofliblc 
means  of  f^bfifting.  If  an  accidental  fupply 
falls  in  his  way,  his  relifti  for  pleafure  returns; 
he  embraces  it  with  an  appetite  iharpened  bjr 
abftinence;  he  is  again  involved,  and  difgrac*. 
fuQCeeds  to  ruin. 

Once 
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Once  diigraccd,  thofc  prudent  friends,  whofti 
the  law  alone  reftrains  from  open  plunder,  aban* 
^n  him ;  they  do  worfe,  they  Ihut  the  dpor  of 
Ibciety  againft  him  by  their  calumnies;  his 
£iults  are  the  theme  of  their  converfation,  and 
they  fheltcr  their  own  want  of  honefly  behind 
Ills  lofs  of  fame ;  they  hunt  him  down  with  un* 
ceafing  clamour,  till  it  needs  more  than  com* 
mon  difcernment  and  common  firmnefs  even  to 
dare  to  befriend  him;  his  timid  well-wifhers 
will  not  venture  to  give  their  countenance  to 
him ;  and  he  is  left  to  perifh ! 

Did  it  always  happen  that  men  oF  warm 
paflions,  hurried  away  by  pleafures,  were  vil- 
lains ;  or  did  it  always  happen  that  the  cold, 
the  fblemn,  the  plegmatic,  were  honeft  ;  fome 
excufe  might  be  found  for  fuch  perfecutions. 
But  as  it  happens  on  the  contrary,  that  the  man 
who  is  without  vices  is  alfo,  for  the  mod  part, 
without  virtues;  and  that  prudence  is  very  often 
nothing  better  than  low  felfifhnefs  in  difguife,  lit- 
tle can  be  faid  for  fuch  gratuitous  feverity ;  be- 
fides,  if  one  good  adlion  is  not  fufficient  to  con- 
ftitute  the  man  of  worth,  why  Ihould  one  bad 
one  be  allowed  to  conftitute  the  villain  ?  A  fe- 
rious  turn,  the  efFed:  of  experience,  may  reclaim 
the  libertine,  his  unruly  paffions  may  fubfide, 
and  he  may,  if  the  gate  of  fociety  be  left  open 
to  him,  fome  time  or  other,  re-enter  it;  but,  if 

hunted 
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banted  into  villainy,  by  the  clamours  of  hypo- 
crify,  the  die  is  caft,  and  his  perdition  is  inevi- 
table. 

Too  oftep  do  talents  apd,  accompliftiments 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  owner ;  he  is  befct  by  the 
envy  of  little  minds,  they  endeavour  to  reduce 
him  to  their  own  level,  by  drawing  him  into  de- 
bauches ;  they  flatter  him  while  in  his  prefence, 
but  no  fooner  is  he  gone  than  rhey  revile  him : 
if  his  intimacy  with  them  can  give  probability 
to  their  tales,  they  fabricate  calumnies  which 
pafs  for  truths ;  if  he  makes  one  falfe  ftep,  he 
.  falls  unpitied,  and  they  are  the  firft  to  trample 
upon  him.  ^ 

It  is  a  trite  obfervation,  that  men  of  talent 
are  generally  poor,  and  feldom  rife  to  any  high 
preferment ;  it  is  true !  for  if  they  depend  folely 
on  their  merit,  no  fooner  does  that  begin  to 
difplay  itfelf,  than  it  is  inverted  on  all  fides  by 
an  army  of  blockheads,  who,  having  no  merit 
of  their  own,  cannot  bear  it  in  others.  But 
where  a  youth  fets  out  with  high  fpirits,  con- 
fpicuous  talents,  indulgent  friends,  and  a  fmall 
fortune,  his  ruin  is  next  to  inevitable;  life  is 
to  him  a  perpetual  ambufcade,  with  a  thoufand 
niaflced  batteries  ready  to  play  upon  him  at 
^vcry  turn ;  his  vanity  is  flattered,  his  fenfes 
gmufed,  his  companions  prefs  him  to  become 
3  b  fhe 
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the  partaker  of  their  pleafores^  his  enemies  enr 
deaTour  to  entice  him  to  deflnidipn ;  he  yields 
himfclf  up  to  gaiety  and  expcnce,  till  at  lengtly 
he  iallsj  and  dunces  rife  on  hi$  jruin^ 
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It  was  not  my  intention  to' have  added  another 
word  to  the  preceding  iheets ;  but,  on  looking 
over  Mr.  Prater's  account  of  the  mutiny,  I 
thought  it  a  pity  that  fuch  a  ieau  morceau  Ihould 
be  entrufted  to  the  perifhable  archives  of  a  newf- 
paper.  It  is  in  fadt  an  unique^  and  will,  no 
doubt,  recommend  him  to  promotion,  as  it  is 
plain  that  no  fuch  petty  impediments  as  fogs  or 
mills  can  obftrttA  the  lyncean  eye  of  one  that 
(according  to  his  own  account)  can  fee  through 
an  oak  plank ;  befides,  as  he  can  defcribe  affairs 
which  he  never  faw,  with  all  the  precifion  of  aa 
eye-witnefs,  his  talents,  at  making  ofBcral  re- 
ports, muft  be  truly  wonderful.  In  order  to 
do  him  juftice,  I  cannot  forbear  giving  hi« 
own  words  j  and  I  doubt  not  that  my  reader* 
•will,  with  me,  pronounce  him 

^am  Marti  quam  Mercurio. 
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Extra£l  from  the  Star,  of  Enfign  Prater'5 
Narrative  of  the  Mutiny  on  hard  the  Lap^ 
Shore. 

**  On  the  I  ft  day  of  Augyft,  ^797^  *bout 
**  four  o'clock  A.  M.  the  French  emigrants. 
"  and  a  number  of  deferters  (fent  on  board  the 
*'  Lady  Shore)  bound  to  New  Holland,  alv- 
*'  lifted  by  the  feamcn,*  revolted,  and  took  pot- 
•*  feflion  of  the  fhip,  guns,  fmall  arms,  andi  the 
*'  arm-cheft.  Mn  Lambert,  Chief  Mate,  whofe 
•^  watch  it  was  upon  deck,  Jiaving  obferve4 
y  them  for  fome  time  loading  their  mufkets  at 
^'  the  main  hatchway,  without  alarming  the 
"  Captain  or  OfBeers  commanding  the  troops, 
**  imprudently  went  into  the  cabin,  loaded  his 
"  piftols,  and  difcharging  one  of  them,  Ihot  a 
*'  Frenchman,  named  de  la  Hay;  the  muti- 
"  neers  immediately  fhot  Mr.  Lambert  dead 
"  on  the  fpot.  As  Captain  Wilcox,  hearing 
**  a  noife,  was  coming  out  of  his  cabin,  he  was 
^y  ftabbed  in  the  right  fide  of  his  neck,  anJ  in 
'*  his  left  breaft,  which  occafioned  him  to  fall 
*'  down  the  conjpanion  ladder  into  the  great  ca- 
"  bin,  which  was  our  apartment.  By  this  time  the 

*  The  feamen  evidently  lent  no  affiilance  in  the  time  of  the 
mutiny,  they  afterwards 'were  compelled  to  affifl  in  working 
the  fliip.     (f*.  206.) 

f*  revolters 
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**  Wvoltcrs  had  entire  pofleffion  of  the  fhip,  fta- 
**  tioning  fentries  at  every  hatchway,  with  their 
^*  arms  loaded,  pointing  two  guns  down  the 
*'  main  hatchway,  loaded  with  grape-lhot  and 
**  broken  bottles ;  alfo  two  guns  on  the  fore- 
**  caftle,  pointed  aft,  loaded  in  the  like  mdn- 
"  ncr ;  laying  on  the  gratings  at  every  hatch-. 
*^  wayi  to  flop  any  one  from  coming  upori 
''  deck. 

"  About  eight  o'clock  A.  M.*  the  chiefs  ind 
**  feveral  others  came  down  below  into  the 
**  great  cabin,  and  demanded  out*  arms,  which 
*'  were  given  them ;  at  the  fame  time  Adjutant 
*'  Minchin  gave  orders  to  the  ferjeants  to  deli- 
*'  ver  up  what  arms  and  what  ammunition  they 
"  had  amongft  them,  arid  defired  them  noft  to 
**  make  any  refiftance.  Adjutant  M.  gave  his 
**  word  and  honour  that  no  refiftance  fhould  be 
•*  made  on  his  part,  or  any'of  his  people,  againft 
"  them.  Serjeant  Hughes  informed  Adjutant 
**  M.  he  had  about  twenty-eight  ftand  of  arma, 
^*  and  about  thirty  or  forty  rounds  of  ball  car- 
"  tridges,  which  Adjutant  M.  ordered  him  to 
^  deliver  up. 

*  Mr.  Prater  muft  cither  poffeft  the  faculty  of  feeing 
through  three  bulk-heads  of  llout  oak  plauk,  or  elfe  he  muft 
relate  fhis  from  hearfay,  as  he  was,  at  the  time  he  mentions^ 
concealed  among  the  womeil  conTifts*    (P.  I99,} 

B  b  3  *'  They 
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^*  They  informed  us,  that  in  t  few  4a)r$  thej^ 
**  intended  to  give  us  the  long-boat,  and  (end 
^^  us  away,  which  they  p(srforme4  on  the  15th 
*'  day,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  jdjiftancc  about 
*'  100  leagues  off  land,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
**  river  de  la  Plata,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St- 
^*  Mary;  fending  in  th^  long-b<>af;  twenty-nine 
"  perfons,    men,    women,   and  children,    the 
**  youngcft  child  not  five  weeks  old.  ,    After 
«*  meeting  wjth  very  tempeftuoW  weather  and 
*'  heavy  feas,  in  forty-eight  houra  we  arrived  at 
*^  a  Portugueft  ftttlement,  called  Port  Saint 
**  Pedroes,  Rio  Grande,  where  we  were  received 
"  by  the  Governor  and  inhabitants  in  a  very 
•*  humane  manner.     On  our  firft  arrival  at  Port 
"Saint  Pedroes,  Adjutant  Minchin,  of  his  own 
"  accord,*  allowed  James  George  Semple  Liflc, 
•*  who  was  a  convidt  on  board,  to  make  out  a 
•'  Report  to   the  Governor,  that  he   the   faid 
*'  Semple  was  a  Major  in  the  Dutch  cavalry, 
•'  and  Adjutant   M.    fandlioned    him    in    it. 
*'  Some  few  days  after,  the  officer,   at  whofe 
*'  houfe  I  was  quartered,  afked  me  the  rcafon 
"  why  the  faid  Major  had  not  his  uniform,  belt; 
'*  breaft-plate,  falh,  &c.  as   well  as  Adjutant 

♦  I  have  elfewhere  remarked  the  grofs  falfehood  of  this  re- 
lation,  for  further  fatisfadion,  the  reader  may,  however,  vc^ 
fer  to  P.  215 — 217. 

^  M.  and 
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^^  M,  and  fclf?  1,  not  wiftring  to  deceive  the 
^^  offioer,  informed  him  he  never  had  an/;  and 
^^  that  he  was  nothing  but  a  convid,  and  was 
**  fent  out  for  feven  years  tranfportation.  The 
**  Governor  was  informed  what  I  had  re- 
**  ported^  and  acquainted  Semple  with  it,  who 
**  went  to  Minchin's  quarters,  and  afked  his 
^^  advice  what  he  fhould  do  in  the  bufinefs? 
•^  Minchin  advifed  him  to  feek  and  run  mc 
**  through,  and  there  would  be  nothing  more 
•*  faid  about  his  charadlcr.  Minchin  being 
•*  very  intimate  with  Semple,  went  next  morn- 
**  ing,  in  company  with  him,  to  the  Governor's^ 
"  carrying*  parcel  of  papers  belonging  to  him> 
*'  one  of  them  faid  to  be  a  Dutch  Commiffion 
•^  in  the  cavalry  ♦ :  and  Minchin  told  the  Go- 
**  vernor  the  faid  Semple  was  a  gentleman  of 
"  rank  and  fortune,  a  paflenger  on  board  th« 
**  Lady  Shore  ;  and  that  he  knew  him  to  be  an 

^  I  am  more  a(bamed|  if  poffible^  of  Prater's  folly  and 
bafenefs,  than  of  the  trouble  I  give  my  readers  in  remarking 
it»  There  was,  it  feems*  a  paper  which  he  could  not  readi, 
and  this  I  called^  what  it  really  was,  a  Dutch  Commiilion  $ 
but  furely  his  own  ignorance  was  no  AifRcient  reafon  for  his 
affertion.  By  the  fame  rule  he  might  deny  any  other  paper 
to  be  authentic ;  he  wifhed  to  vilify  me  in  the  eyes  of  all 
mankind,  and  therefore  finding  his  ftory  difregarded  by  the 
diftinguiih^d  perfonages  of  i6'o  Grande^  he  attempted  to  cir« 
culate  it  in  £ngland,  where»  to  his  difgrace,  the  falfehood  of 
his  aifertion  is  univerfalty  known. 

Bb4  *•  officer 
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**  officer  in  Dutch  cavalry,  and  what  I  had 
**  reported  was  an  infamous  lie ;  and  he  the  {kid 
•*  Minchin  hoped  the  Governor  would  chaftife 
•'  me.  Minchin  took  Semple's  advice  in  every 
*'  thing,*  and  always  kept  him  company. 

••  On  the  23d  September,  1797,  we  were 
**  erhbarked  on  board  fmall  craft  for  Rio  de  Ja- 
**  neiro.  Semplc,  Mr.  Black,  and  Michael 
"  Richards,  a  boy,  madie  intereft  to  goby  land 
**  to  St.  Catharine's.  We  arrived  at  Rio  dc 
•^  Janeiro  on  the  23d  of  October,  fome  time 
**  after  the  above- mentioned  people  had  reached 
^  thatfettlement  from  St.  Catharine's,  on  board 
^  the  Portugucfe  men  of  war.  Semple  was  on 
'*  board  the  Admiral's  fhip,  Signior  Antoinc 
"  Janeiro-s;  Mr.  Black  on  board  a  64  gun  fhip, 
**  commanded  by  one  Thompfon,t  an  Englifh- 
*'  man.  On  board  the  Admiral's  fhip  was  an- 
"  other  Englifliman  (named  Philip  Anvorn,   a 

*  Neither  Minchm  nor  Prater  were  fiYcomf anions,  and  had 
either  of  them  taken  my  advice  during  the  mutiny,  I  have  little 
doubt  of  haying  favcd  the  (liip  ;  and  had  they  tajcen  it  when 
they  were  in  Brazil,  they  would  have  met  with  more  refpedl 
than  they  received. 

+  Since  the  time  o^  one  Arnold^  1  have  not  heard  of  even  an 
enemy  being  treated  with  fuch  indecency.  But  to  the  truth 
of  the  next  obfervation  I  readily  and  heartily  fubfcribe  ;  Mr. 
Prater  v^^sjincereh  forry  that  I  was  treated  with  rcfpeftby  the 
jnoft  diftinguiflied  officcra  in  the  Portuguefe  fcrvicc. 

"  Lieutenant 
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**  Lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  but  rank  of  Major* 
**  General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice)  who,  I 
•^  am  forry  to  fay,  paid  every  attention  to 
"  Semple,  fupplying  him  with  caflij  and  in- 
"  troducing  him  to  the  firft  company  in  Rio 
"  de  Janeiro.  Although  I  had  applied  to  him 
"  in  perfon  for  afliftance,  and  to  ufe  his  intereft 
*'  for  us  to  be  better  treated  than  what  we  were, 
"  he,  knowing  our  fituation,  many  days  with- 
*^  out  fubfiftence,  adlually  in  a  ftate  of  ftarva- 
"  tion,  the  allowance  from  the  Viceroy  being 
**  only  twelve  venteens,  fterling  about  ij-jd. 
*'  per  day,  for  fifty  days  ;  and  that  was  adlually 
**  flopped  from  all  of  us  for  four  or  five  days, 
**  except  Drummond,  without  our  having  a 
"  morfei  of  bread  to  eat. 

"  On  the  23d  of  January,  1798,  we  were  em- 
"  barked  on  board  the  different  Brazil  mer- 
*'  chantmen,  for  St.  Salvadore's  and  Lifbon, 
'*  and  arrived  at  St.  Salvadore's  the  5th  of 
"  April;  being  very  ill  treated  on  board  the 
"  merchantmen,  having  nothing  to  eat  but 
**  ftinking  fait  beef,  cafade  root,  and  horfe 
"  beans.  We  reprefented  our  ill  treatment  to 
*'  Francifco  Paulo  de  Lait,  Admiral,  and  com- 
"  manding  our  convoy,  who  took  no  notice  of 
**  it.  We  ftaid  at  St.  Salvadore's  two  months, 
*'  receiving  no  fubfiftence  either  from  the  Go- 
**  vernor  or  Commodore.     On  board  the  (hip 

**  with 
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^  with  myfdf  was  lieutenant  Drummond.  On 
^  our  coining  out  of  the  Bay  of  All-Saints,  we 
^*  tmfortunatelj  carried  away  our  rudder,  andl 
**  were  obliged  to  return  to  refit,  when,  on  ap- 
^  plying  to  the  Governor  for  a  paffage  in  the 
''  fecond  convoy,  he  kindly  ordered  us  on  board 
^  the  frigate  Carlotta,  the  Commodore  of  the  eon- 
•*  \oy  where  wc  cannot  fay,  with  truth,  we  were 
^*  treated  like  gentlemen.  On  our  going  into 
^'  the  Tagus,  wc  got  agroynd  on  the  Bar  of 
^*  Lifbon,  but  in  twenty-four  hours  we  happily 
^  got  off,  by  th«  afliftance  of  the  Almighty, 
**  and  not  by  the  good  management  of  the  Por- 
^  tuguefe.*  Witnefc  my  hand  this  ift  Septcm- 
■•  ber^  1798. 

''  Wm.  prater,  Enfign, 
'•  N.  S.  W.  Corps  of  Foot/* 

•  Mr, Prater  grows  wondrous  pious  towards  his  conclufion; 
and  indeed  if  his  piety  there  arofe  from  repentance  for  the 
wifehoods  that  he  had  uttered,  it  might  be,  perhaps,  a  con>- 
folation  to  the  godly  part  of  his  friends.  Without,  hofwcvcr, 
the  leaft  intention  of  under-rating  the  mercicfi  of  God,  orover- 
rating  the  fcamanfliip  of  the  Portuguefc  failors,  had  they  not 
been  on  board,  the  (hip  had,  I  doubt,  remained  on  the  Bar 
of  Lifbon  till  this  day. 
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•'  Gpy  of   Lieutenant  Gerard    Drummond*s 
Certificate. 

'*  Enfign  Prater  having  defired  me  to  look 
**  into  the  above  Report  of  the  feizure,  &c.  of 
**  the  fhip  Lady  Shore,  on  the  ift  day  of  Au- 
♦'  guft,  1797 ;  I  do  hereby  declare  the  above  re- 
*'  port  to  be  true,  as  I  was  on  board  the  Ihip  at 
"  the  time,  and  have  been  with  Mr.  Prater 
•*  fincc  leaving  the  fliip,  in  the  long  boat,  to 
•*  our  arrival  at  this  place. 

(Signed)  "  GERARD  DRUMMOND, 
**  Lieutenant  Bombay  Marines  Hon. 
*'  Eaft-India  Company's  Service/'* 


*  This  WW  a  mod:  convenient  certificate ;  it  was,  without 
a  date,  tacked,  like  an  epaulet  01^  a  military  coat,  to  any  thing 
that  required  it,  and  fliifted  as  occafion  offered.  Mr.  Drum» 
mond  is  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  I  might  anfwer  his  certificate  by 
tdkxBg^  who  it  was  that  hid  himfelf  under  the  furgeon's  bed  ? 


(COPIE,) 
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(COP  IE.) 

A  Monjieur^ 

Monfieurle  Baron  D'Ompteda, 
Envoye  d'H  a  n  o  vr  e, 

^Ratisbonke* 

'*  SouFFREz,  Monfieur^  que  je  vouit 
••demandc  raifon  dc  votrc  conduite  a  moit 
*'  egard. 

••  En  I*.  A  quel  titre,  et  dc  quel  droit  avei; 
••  vous  en  la  temeritc,  de  me  faire  arretter? 
•*  Etoit-ce  comme  Miniftre  dc  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
••  tannique?  Mais,  Monfieur,  ctiez  vous  revetu 
•*  de  ce  caraftere?  Vous  qui  n'etes  recv  a  la 
••  Diette  de  Ratilbonne  que  comme  le  Miniftre 
"  de  I'EIedeur  de  Brunfwic  Lunebourg,  et  en 
•'  qui  le  Senat  d'Auglburg  n'a  reconnu  que  ce 
•*  titre  dans  fon  decret  ci  joint,  du  ii  Mars^ 

*•  1794- 

"  Vous  avez  done  eu  tort  de  vous  qualifier  dc 
**  Miniftre  dc  fa  M.  Britannique  comme  vous 
•*  I'avez  fait  aAugfburg  le  ii  Decembrc,  1793; 
•*  et  dont  je  vous  envoye  un  fidele  extrait.  Ce 
•*  n'eft  done  point  a  ce  titre  que  vous  avez  pu 
••  ayoir  authorite  fur  moi 

**  Mais  encore,  etoit-ce  en  qualite  d*autho- 
*•  rife  de  fa  M.  B.  ?   Mais  comment  auriez  vous 

l*impudencc 
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^?  l*impudence,de  Jie  cjire?  Vous  qui  fc^vez  que 
^^  1^  veritable  Miniftre  de  la  Cour  Britanniqufi 
**  a  Ratifbpnne,  a  declare  qu'  elle  n'avoit  pas 
'*  demande  mpn  ^rreftation,  et  que  le  Roi  n'a- 
f'  voit  aucun  fujet  de  plainte  centre  moi. 

•'*  Vqu$  n'aviez  done,  Monfieur,  aucune  au- 
**  thorite  fur  moi,  ni  cprnme  Miniftre,  ni  commc 
y  authorife  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique,  vous 
*'  avcz  done  outre  paffe  les  pouvoirs  qui  vous 
"  pnt  cte  confies  par  votre  Souverain,  et  par 
"  confequent  compromis  le  caractere  dont  il 
f*  voys  avoit  revetu, 

*'  Mais  2**.  Quand  vous  auriez  ete  revetu  de 
**  tous  le3  titres  que  vous  avez  eu  la  prefomp- 
*'  tion  d*emprunter,  ma  conduite  meritoit-clle 
"  de  fi  piauyais  traitements  de  votre  part?  les 
"  tenipignages  flatteurs  et  les  grades  honuora- 
**  blc/5  que  m'ont  accorde  les  Princes  fous  les 
'*  drapeaux  defquels  j'aifervir  ne  lajuftifient- 

V  ijs  pas  fuffifamment  ? 

"  Je  ne  parlerai  point  ici  de  mes  campagnes 
5'  au  fervice  de  la  Ruflie,  ni  de  celles  que  j'ai 
^*  fait  en  Amerique  dans  les  armees  de  S.  M.  B. 

V  nibn  Souverain,  niais  je  parle  de  la  maniere 
*^  doijt  je  me  fyis  montre  en  1793  en  combat- 
•*  tant  fous  les  ordres  de  S.  A.  S.  Monfeigrteur 
'*  le  Due  de  Brunfvvic  Oels,  et  en  fuite  fons 
*'  ceux  de  S,  A.  S.  Monfeigneur  Ic  Prince  d* 
?'  Orange,  le  grade  honorable  que  cet  auguftc 

•'  Prince 


/  ^ 
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his  Majeftyk  Conful-Geperal  fof  Morocco^  and 
with  him  we  fpenc  thatday.  ;       ,.. 

Lieutenant  Do>^q^  Wing  very  ^pfehenlive 
that  the  Dorothea  might  fail  froin  Gibraltar 
up  the  Mediterranean^  determined^  (for  yfhskt 
lii^in  not  Britifti  feamen  do?)  to. leave  tji^  dock 
he  had  purchafed,  and  proceed  n^ext  morning 
Ht  day-break  in  his  yawl  for  Gibraltar.  I  fo- 
licited  his  leave  to  accompany  him,  whioh  be 
granted ;  but  as  we  were  pr^eparing  to  depart^ 
we  perceived  his  Majefty's  (hip  £/  Or/o,  with  a 
French  privateer,  her  prize,  which  had  arrived 
during  the  night.  I  immediatly  fuggefted  to 
Lieutenant  Down,  that  it  might  accommodatf^ 
the  Commander  of  El  Corjo.  and  peffedly 
anfwer  our  purpofe,  ftiould  we  ofF^r  to.  tak^ 
charge  of  the  prize  and  carry  her  to  Gibraltar. 
The  Lieutenant  approved  my  plan,  and  inftant* 
ly  propofed  it  to  the  Commander  of  £/  CoY^ 
fo^  who  was  much  pleafed  to  have  the  means 
of  fending  his  prize  into  port  without  weak^ 
ening  his  (hip,  and  readily  complied  with  i^ur 
rcqucft.  She  was  therefore  delivered  over  t^ 
Lieutenant  Down,  with  only  four  mw-  -be- 
longing to  El  CotJo.  Thefe,  wijth  thedPurfer,  the 
nephew  of  the  Vice-Conful,  the  boat's  crew, 
and  myfelf,  made  up  the  whole  of  his  ftrength ; 
we  failed  with  a  brifk  wefterly  breeze,  and  in 
t  very  few  hours  we  reached  the  Rock,  juft  as 

the 
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the  Dorotheisi  and  her  convoy  got  i|i.  All  the 
Spaniih  gun-boats  had  come  out  to  attick 
them;  the  Dorothea  had  been  vigouroafly  af- 
failed^and  Captain  Grey,  who,  with  his  Lady, 
icame  paffengcm  in  that  (hip  from  Lilbon,  had 
nearly  loft  their  lives. 

'  The  Dorothea  came  to  an  anchor  within 
Europa  Point,  while  the  gun-boats  kept  i  hea- 
^y  and  well-direded  fire  upon  her.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Grey  went  into  one  of  the  barges  to 
land,  and  juft  as  they  pufhed  off  from  the  (hip, 
one  of  the  top-mads  was  (hot  away  and  fell 
fo  near  the  boat  that  it  almofl  funk  her;  they 
however  reached  the  Ihorc  in  fafety^  though 
compleatly  drenched. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

J2v  authr  arrives  fafe  at  Gibraltar. — Is  arrejied 
CH  accBHfU  ^  the  difc&very  of  a  cmfpiracy  there. — 
Difchar^d  from  €mfinement. — Extraordinary  ex^ 
ertions  ^  Earl  St^  Vincent. — T^he  author  arrives 
.  at  Tangier,  where  he  is  moji  kindly  treated  by  the 
.  OmfuLGeneral. — Refolves  t9  wait  there  for  the 
Duke  (?/  Portland's  orders. — Defcription  of  Tan^ 
gier.'-'Manner  if  building   houfes  there. — The 

gaiety 


sac  mt  Lift  Of 

nary  ceremony  of  obtaining  permiHion  M  pf  d- 
cccd  to  land,  takes  up,  even  in  peaceable 
times,  fome  hours;  but  the  officers  of  the  navy 
whom  I  faw  there,  informed  me  that  as  I  was 
on  board  one  of  his  Majefty's  ihips,  I  was  at 
the  difpofal  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  who  mull  do 
with  me  as  he  (hould  think  fit.  By  them  1  was 
told  that  it  was  believed  that  I  belonged  to  the 
privateer,  as  I  (hould  naturally  fuppofe,  from 
the  circumftance  of  my  having  been  feen  upon 
her  deck  in  an  uniform  which  they  did  not 
know ;  in  Ihort,  I  underftand  my  perfon  was 
recognized  by  fome  one  who  knew  me,  but  who 
never  dreamt  of  my  being  there,  as  one  of  the 
perfons  employed  in  bringing  the  prize  into 
port,  imagining,  on  the  contrary,  that  I  had 
joinedthe  enemies  of  my  country. 

This  news,  I  was  told,  had  been  carried  to 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  who,  taking  it  to  be  true, 
was  very  juftly  enraged  at  my  fuppofed  treafon, 
and  ordered  me  immediately  to  be  fent  in  arreft 
on  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Aurora.  I  was 
carried  thither  with  the  nephew  of  the  Vice- 
Conful,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  had  been 
arretted  in  the  general  confufion  j  this  circum- 
ftance afforded  me  fome  confolation,  for  if  a 
man  known,  provided  with  every  neceflary  palC 
port,  and  bearing  even  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Governor,  could  be  arretted,  it  was 

no 
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no  way  aftonifhing  that  I  fhould  be  detained; 
I  therefore  maintained  my  tranquillity  pretty 
well,  and  was,  I  muft  own,  not  a  little  diverted 
at  the  difmay  and  confternation  of  my  fellow- 
prifoner,  who,  being  unpradlifed  in  alarms, 
feemed  fufficiently  uneafy  under  this  temjporary 
reflraint. 

When  I  learnt  that  it  was  fuppofed  by  all, 
even  by  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  I  belonged  to 
the  privateer,  I  immediately  took  the  proper 
fteps  to  clear  myfelf  from  fuch  a  fufpicion. 
Early  next  morning.  Captains  Lord  William 
Stewart  and  Newhoufe,  of  the  royal  navy,  called 
upon  me  by  the  Admiral's  command,  to  en- 
quire how  I  came  there,  and  what  my  purpofe 
was ;  a  very  Ihort  explanation  alone  was  necef- 
lary,  and  all  reflraint  was  immediately  taken 
off.  Nothing  then  remained  for  me  but  to  fo- 
licit  to  be  fcnt  to  Tangier ;  this  adventure, 
however,  I  hold  to  be  fortunate,  as  it  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfelf  to  men 
fo  juftly  the  objed  of  public  admiration  as  the 
Governor  and  Admiral. 

The  day  following,  Earl  St.  Vincent  diredtgd 
Captain  Selby,  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Mondovi, 
to  land  me  at  Tangier.  This  diredlion  was  in- 
timated to  me  in  the  morning,  at  which  time 
the  Ihip  was  laying  with  her  main-maft  out, 
and  all  her  rigging  down ;  I  was  ordered  to  em- 
Y*  bark 
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flopping  at  thefe  low  intrigues^*  would  foon  in- 
vade the  females  of  fup&rior  rank,  which  would 
be  a  fufBcient  caution  to  fathers  and  hufbands^ 
whofe  youth  had  been  fpcnt  in  fimilar  exploits, 
to  truft  more  to  locks  and  bolts  than  to  male 
continence  and  female  chaftity. 

Thf re  are  feveral  theatres  in  Lifbon,  one  of 
which  is  very  fine,  but  no  women  are  allowed 
to  perform  on  the  ftage  j  to  fupply  their  want 
they  employ  the  moft  delicate  boys  and  young 
men,  who,  at  the  diftance  of  the  boxes,  are  not 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  women.  This  cuftom 
may  poflibly  have  given*  rife  to  an  abominable 
vice,  which  is  ftioc kingly  frequent  here. 

There  is  a  dock-yard  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
good,  but  I  never  faw  it,  except  when  I  was 
weak  enough  to  go  there  through  the  contri- 
vance of  Af^^wy/^^ ;  but  certainly  the  (hips  buik 
there  arc  extremely  handfome  while  new.  When 
they  have  been  at  fca  a  few- years  they,  however, 
lofe  their  ihape,  and  become  what  the  failors 
call  bogged,  that  is,  indead  of  forming  a  beau- 
tiful curve,  lowed  in  the  middle  and  higher  at 
the  Hem  and  ilern ;  the  ends  -fall  and  the  mid- 
dle rifes,  fo  as  to  refemble,  in  fome  degree, 
the  back  of  a  hog.  This  defed:  I  have  heard 
attributed,  with  what  juftrce  I  know  not,  to  the 
enormous  weight  of  their  guns;  for  though 
their  iron  is  fo  much  better  than  ours,  that, 

from 
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from  the  hammer  marks  I  have  fcen  upon  new 
guns,   I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  arc 
hammered  after  they  arc  caft,  and  they  far  fur- 
pafs  in  weight  Britifh  pieces  of  equal*  calibre  ; 
I  think  I  do  not  exceed  the  truth  when  I  efti- 
mate  the  difference  of  weight  at  one  fourth. 
*  The  Pbrtuguefe  failors  are  by  all  nations  al- 
lowed to  be  expert  in  their  occupation ;  thofc 
that  I  faw  in  the  whole  fquadron,  and  particu* 
larly  aboard  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty's  Ihip 
the  Ulyffes,    were  fine  flout  young  men,   re- 
markably quiet  and    orderly.      Their   pay   is 
good,  and  they  are  perfedly  happy  in  their  fitu- 
ation,  to  which  the  greateft  attention  is  paid  by 
their  officers,   fcveral  of  whom  are  every  way 
qualified  for  fupporting  their  rank  with  mild- 
ncfs,  firmnefs,   judgment,   and   dignity.      Far 
different  is  the  condition  of  their  land  forces. 
The  only  regiments  I  faw  that  were  at  all  fit  for 
fervice  were  two   of   infantry  ;    one  was   that 
which  ft  ill  bears  the  name  of  La  Lippe,  the  ce- 
lebrated Field-Marftial  and  Captain-General  of 
Portugal.;   the  other  was  that  of  Gomez  Frere 
d^Andrdde^  which  is  ftill  better,  and  o^its  com- 
iFnander  I  may  with  propriety  fay,  that  no  fer- 
vice can  boaft  of  a  more  able  officer.   The  other 
regiments  of  infantry  that  I  faw  were  miferable 
in  every  refped:,  and  only  exceeded  in  point  of 
wretchednefs  by  the  cavalry,  whofe  appearance, 

in 
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flopping  at  thefe  low  intrigues,-  would  foon  in- 
vade tfhe  females  of  fupmor  rank,  which  would 
be  a  fufBcient  caution  to  fathers  and  hufbands, 
whofe  yoiith  had  been  fpcnt  in  fimilar  exploits, 
to  truft  more  to  locks  and  bolts  than  to  male 
continence  and  female  chaftity. 

Thpre  are  feveral  theatres  in  Lifbon,  one  of 
which  is  very  fine,  but  no  women  are  allowed 
to  perform  on  the  ftage ;  to  fupply  their  want 
they  employ  the  moft  delicate  boys  .and  young 
men,  who,  at  the  diftahce  of  the  boxes,  are  not 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  women.  This  cuftom 
miay  poflibly  have  given'  rife  to  an  abominable 
vice,  which  is  ftiockingly  frequent  here. 

There  is  a  dock-yard  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
good,  but  I  never  faw  it,  except  when  I  was 
weak  enough  to  go  there  through  the  contri- 
vance of  Af^ijwy/^^ ;  but  certainly  the  ftiips  bulk 
there  arc  extremely  handfome  while  new.  When 
they  have  been  at  fca  a  few*  years  they,  however, 
lofe  their  ihapc,  and  become  what  the  failors 
call  bogged,  that  is,  indead  of  forming  a  beau*- 
Itiful  curve,  lowed  in  the  middle  and  higher  at 
the  Rem  and  ilern ;  the  ends  ^fall  and  the  mid-* 
dh  rifes,  fo  as  to  refemble,  in  fome  degree, 
the  back  of  a  hog.  This  defed:  I  have  heard 
attributed,  with  what  juftice  I  know  not,  to  the 
enormous  weight  of  their  guns;  for  though 
their  iron  is  fo  much  better  than  ours,  that, 
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from  the  hammer  marks  I  have  fcen  upon  new 
guns,   I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  arc 
hammered  after  they  arc  caft,  and  they  far  fur- 
pafs  in  weight  Britiih  pieces  of  equal'  calibre  ; 
I  think  I  do  not  exceed  the  truth  when  I  efti- 
mate  the  difference  of  weight  at  one  fourth. 
*  The  Pbrtuguefe  failors  are  by  all  nations  al- 
lowed to  be  expert  in  their  occupation ;  thofc 
that  I  faw  in  the  whole  fquadron,  and  particu-. 
larly  aboard  her  moft  Faithful  Majefty's  Ihip 
the  Ulyffes,    were  fine  flout  young  men,   re- 
markably quiet  and    orderly.      Their   pay   is 
good,  and  they  are  perfedly  happy  in  their  fitu- 
ation,  to  which  the  grcateft  attention  is  paid  by 
their  officers,   fcveral  of  whom  are  every  way 
qualified  for  fupporting  their  rank  with  mild- 
ncfs,  firmnefs,   judgment,   and   dignity.      Far 
different  is  the  condition  of  their  land  forces. 
The  only  regiments  I  faw  that  were  at  all  fit  for 
fervice  were  two   of   infantry  ;    one  was   that 
which  ftill  bears  the  name  of  La  Lippe,  the  ce- 
lebrated Field-Marftial  and  Captain-General  of 
Portugal ;   the  other  was  that  of  Gomez  Frere 
d^Andrade^  which  is  ftill  better,  and  o^its  com- 
mander I  may  with  propriety  fay,  that  no  fer- 
vice can  boaft  of  a  more  able  officer.   The  other 
regiments  of  infantry  that  I  faw  were  miferable 
in  every  refped:,  and  only  exceeded  in  point  of 
wretchednefs  by  the  cavalry,  whofe  appearance, 
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accept  the  firft  employment  that  offered,  and 
could  no  more  engage  myfelf  to  anfwcr  their 

calL 

The  town  of  Tangier  lays  in  a  bay  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Gut  o(Gtbraltar^  in  lat  35*^  43'  N.  long, 
5^  18' W.  about  fourteen  leagues  W.  S-  W* 
from  that  garrifon.     It  is  fhcltered  on  the  north 
behind  that  ridge  of  hills  called  C^pe  Spartelg 
which  forms  the  fouthern  lide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  Gut,   The  entrance  of  the  bay  is  com- 
manded  by  very  high  land  on  both  fides,  and 
might,  with  no  great  labour,  be  made  extremely  4 
ftrong  I  at  prefent  there  are  no  works  near  it, 
except  a  few  fmall  batteries^  and  thofe  only  the  j 
fide  next  the  town.     The  bay  is  expoled  to  dif-i 
fcrent  winds,  which,  bcfidc«  the  badnefs  of  th^ ' 
anchorage,  render  it  an  unfafe  harbour  at  all 
times. 

The  town  does  not  lay  at  the  bottom  of  thqJ 
bay,  but  on  the  weftern  fide  of  it ;  it  is  not  verytj 
confiderable,  and  is  furroundcd  by  a  high  wall 
hardly  mufkct-proof.     The  ftreets  arc  all,  ex- 
cept one,  fo  narrow,  jhat  two  people  can  hardlye^ 
pafs  each  other;  and  fo  dirty,  that  no  place  I 
have  everfcen,  except  LiJbon,  can  bear  the  leafl^4 
compurifon  with  them  ;  the  town  is  no  where  re^J 
guiarly  paved  ;  but  in  fome  places  a  few  ftone^ 
are  laid,  as  if  dropped  there  by  chance.     The! 
houfes  are,   for  the  moft  part,  only  one  ftorjil 

high/ 
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tiigh,  with  no  windows  towards  the  ftreet,  and 
very  few  any  where  elfe  ;  they  are  all  flat  roofed, 
and,  from  the  badncfs  of  the  workmanfhip,  the 
roof  is  fure  to  iink  in  the  middle,  thereby  form- 
ing a  fort  of  refervoir  for  the  rain-water,  which 
drops  plentifully  through,  and  renders  the 
apartments  very  damp  and  difagreeablc.  Every 
houfe,  great  or  fmall,  cnclofes  a  quadrangle, 
where  the  gloomy  mafter  can  fit,  ftupified  with 
opium,  fmoaking  his  pipe,  afraid  left  any  ftran-* 
ger  Ihould  get  a  peep  at  his  women,  who,  though 
perhaps  objeds  of  jealoufy  to  their  hufbands^ 
are  certainly  not  objefts  of  temptation  to  any 
one  who  has  ever  beheld  the  blaze  of  Britifli 
beauty.  The  entrance  into  their  houfes  is  by  a 
winding  paffage,  which  leads  into  the  quadrant 
gle,  from  whence  are  the  entrances  into  all  the 
apartments,  and  I  no  .where  faw  the  door  of  one 
room  lead  into  another;  thefe  doors  arc  large, 
with  two  folding  flaps,  like  thofe  of  a  coach 
gateway,  and  in  them  is  a  little  wicket,  fcarcc 
^big  enough  for  a  man  to  pafs  in  a  ftooping  pof- 
ture.  The  apartments  are  fmall,  and  very  nar- 
row in  proportion  to  their  lengths,  being  like 
partitioned  fpaccs  taken  out  of  a  gallery,  and 
have  feldom  any  light  but  what  they  receive  from 
the  wicket. 

This  town  is,    however,  rendered  very  p!ea-i 
,^  fant,  as  it  is  the  refidcnce  of  all  the  Confuls^ 
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General,  whofc  gay  mode  of  living  forms  a  very 
ilrikingcontrafl  with  that  of  their  gloonny  ncigh-^ 
hours.  Their  houfes  are  built  and  furnifhed  in 
the  European  tafte,  and  Mr,  Matra's  in  particu- 
lar, fo  very  neat  and  elegant^  that  I  fccmed  to  be 
in  England  whenever  I  entered  it.  The  Con- 
fuls  live  in  great  fplendour,  and  inftcad  of  prac- 
tifing  that  (Economy  which  in  that  place  they 
inight  readily  do,  they  fcem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  fumptuous  elegance  at  their  dinners, 
balls^  and  concerts;  this  fociety  is  further  inn- 
proved  by  the  addition  of  fome  French  families^ 
who,  on  account  of  the  war,  have  removed 
from  Gibraltar  to  fettle  here. 

Some  of  the  Confuls  have  country-feats  and 
gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  townj  the  Britifh 
and  the  American  Conful,  Mr.  Simpfon,  have 
each  of  them  a  retreat  of  this  kind,  beautifully 
fityaced,  on  the  face  of  the  mountain,  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  the  Gut.  The  gardens 
of  both,  but  particularly  Mr-  Simpfon's,  who 
principally  refides  there,  are  very  well  laid  out, 
but  the  way  to  them  is  infamouOy  bad.  None 
but  the  horfes  of  that  country  would  be  able  to 
afccnd  the  mountains  ;  the  road  requires  almoft 
climbing,  and  the  path  (cfpecially  that  which 
leads  to  Mr.  Simpfon's,)  is  nothing  but  a  chan- 
nel, worn  through  the  foil  of  the  mountain 
down  to  the  rock  by  the  winter  rains  i  it  is  fq 

rough. 
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rough,  fteep,  and  ftoncy,  that  it  is  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous to  defcend  to  the  bottom  than  difficult 
to  afcend  to  the  top. 

In  rangier  are  feveral  nnofques,  but  of  their 
interior  I  can  give  no  defcription,  it  being  for- 
bidden to  Chriftians  to  enter  them  ;  and  if  any 
one  Ihould  accidentally  ftray  within  their  gatcs^ 
which  are  always  open,  he  muft  either  inftantly 
fubmit  tocircumcifion,  and  become  a  Mahome-. 
tan,  or  his  life  muft  pay  the  forfeit*  Some 
inofques  havefmall  courts  before  them,  paved 
with  tiles  of  different  colours,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle is  a  fountain  for  the  ablutions  praftifed  ac* 
cording  to  the  Mahometan  rituaL  In  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  country  all  Chriftians  who 
pafs  muft  take  off  their  hats  and  flioes,  but  this 
being  the  feat  of  the  Confuls,  they  are  excufed 
the  filly  ceremony ;  the  Jews  are,  however^ 
obliged  to  fobmit  to  it  in  the  fulleft  extent. 

The  gates  of  Tangier,  and  indeed  of  every 
other  town  in  Barbary,  are  fhut  at  fun-fct  and 
opened  at  fun-rife  j  no  intcreft,  no  perfuafion, 
can  prevail  upon  them  to  keep  thofe  towards 
the  fea  open  after  the  time  allotted,  or  to  unbar 
them  a  moment  earlier. 

The  Jews  are  very  numerous  here,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  part  of  Barbary  ;  by 
them,  and  through  their  means,  all  the  trade 
of  the  country  is  carried  on  ;  never thekfs  they 
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«rc  treated  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner* 
They  are  the  moft  abjed  of  flaves ;  any  Moor^ 
cyen  a  child,  will  abufe  and  ftrike  them  when-^ 
ever  he  thinks  proper ;  complaint  at  beft  would 
nvail  nothing,  but  probably  would  draw  down 
ppon  them  new  and  aggravated  infults.  Their 
houfcs  muft  at  all  times  be  (^n,  and  thjc  Moor$ 
go  in  when  they  pleafc.  It  could  not  be  fup^ 
pofed  that  thefe  yifits  were  of  the  moft  polite 
Icind;  but  Britifh  urbanity  can  with  difficulty 
form  an  idea  of  the  brutalities  pradlifed  by 
thofe  favage  intruders. 

The  induftry  of  thefe  opprefled  Ifraelites  U 
aftonifhing ;  patient,  perfevering,  and  dexte- 
rous, they  accumulate  fortunes ;  and,  amidft  all 
their  fufferings,  they  never  ceafe  to  have  ii| 
▼iew  their  fole  objedl,  int^ereft  ;  yet  they  are  for 
the  moft  part  fair  traders,  an(|  cpntcnted  with 
moderate  profits.  Siich  is  their  huiniliating 
ilate,  that  even  the  richeft  of  them  are  glad  to 
be  ranked  among  the  fervants  of  any  jChriftian^ 
whofe  official  fituatFon  can  affiord  thefn  protec- 
tion againft  the  opprcffions  under  which  they 
groan. 

They  are  allowed  to  have  their  fynagogue  5 
but  whenever  the  Empcror  wants  money,  he 
lays  them  under  contribution,  fometimes  by 
feixing  their  place  of  worfliip,  under  pretence 
that  the  ground  it  ftands  upon  is  wanted  for  hi» 
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fcrvjice*  The  late  Emperor^  who  hated  the 
JewSp  found  another,  ;^nd  a  very  ingenious  waf 
pf  extorting  money  from  thjsn).  The  Jcwifli 
vomen,  from  fome  motives^  probably  of  reli-- 
gion,  wear  no  colour  in  their  petticoats  except 
green:  and,  as  thjc  fu reft  way  of  diftreffing 
them,  f his  enlightened  Prince  iffued  a  prohibition 
i^gainft  that  article  of  drefs.  His  cdids  waited  no 
formality  j  the  poor  Jeweffes  muft  either  ftrip, 
and  the  dealers  lofe  the  fale  of  all  the  flock 
they  had,  ox  make  the  beft  terms  they  could. 
A  funi  of  iqoney  was  propofed  and  accepted ; 
the  edid:  was  repealed,  and  the  petticoat  again 
difplayed  its  verdant  huie. 

The  Moors,  from  their  education,  and  their 
want  of  intercourfe  with  ftrangers,  arc  rude  and 
uncouth  in  their  manners ;  of  fociety  they  have 
no  idea ;  what  little  converfation  they  hold  with 
each  other  is  in  the  open  air;  and  I  cannot 
think  that  their  difcourfe  will  abound  with  wit 
or  erudition.  Brutally  ignorant,  they  look 
upon  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  with  ineffable 
contempt ;  to  far  indeed  do  they  carry  their  ar- 
rogance, that  a  Moor,  rather  than  tell  either  to 
go  out  of  his  way,  will  ride,  or  drive  his  cattle 
over  him.  They  have,  however,  fome  idea  of 
police,  for  guards  are  placed  in  the  flreets,  and 
every  perfon  who  walks  out  after  fun-fet  muft 
have  a  lantern  carried  before  him.     Whenever, 

likewife. 


Jja  THE    LIFE    Of 

iifcewHe,  a  Chriftian  goes  into  the  country  to 
any  diftance  from  the  gates  of  the  town,  the 
Governor  will  not  be  anfwerable  for  any  confe- 
fpenccs,  uniefs  he  takes  a  Moor  with  him,  one 
of  whom  he  will  order  to  attend  the  traveller  on 
opplication  being  made.  I,  however,  difpenfed 
-^^ith  this  ceremony,  and  when  the  Governor 
fent  to  tell  me  that  I  fhouid  take  a  Moor  foldier 
with  me  when  I  went  any  diftance,  to  prevent 
infok  or  ill  treatment,  I  anfwered,  that  Brilifh 
dragoons  were  accuftomed  to  guard  others,  and 
not  to  be  guarded  themfelves,  and  that  I  wore 
2  fword,  to  which  I  could  perfedly  truft  my 
own  fafcty. 

The  funerals  of  the  Moors  are  conduced  in 
away  fufficicntly  ftriking  to  a  ftranger;  they 
are  followed  by  a  numerous  croud,  (inging  in 
the  country  fafhion  ;  the  body  is  depofited  in  a 
fort  of  bier,  and  covered  over,  if  a  male,  vvith 
a  woollen  cloth,  called  there  al  baik  ;  and  the 
whole  machine  completely  rolled  up  in  it,  if  a 
female* 

The  troops  of  this  country,  in  their  prefenf 
ftate,  are  by  no  means  fit  to  be  oppofed  to  Eu- 
ropean forces  of  any  defcription;  they  have  no 
idea  of  difcipline,  and  their  arms  and  drefs  are 
extremely  ill  calculated  for  the  purpofes  of  war. 
Th^ir  cavalry  is  the  fnoft  numerous  and  beft 
part  of  their  forces ;    their  horfes  are  excellent 

and 


MAJOR    SEMfLE-   L1SLE«  33J 

and  abundant  every  where,  though  for  the  road 
and  for  carriage  of  merchandize,  the  mule  and 
chc  camel  are  moil  ufed.  The  Moors  are  ex* 
cellent  horfcmen,  and  their  cavalry,  with  very 
litde  trouble,  might  be  made  the  fineft  in  the 
world.  The  men  in  general  are  handfome,  of 
a  good  fize,  flout,  adive,  and  can  endure  fa- 
tigue and  hunger  furprifingly  well ;  their  horfcs 
too,  have  every  quality  defirable,  fo  that  no- 
thing is  wanting  but  proper  arms,  harnaffing, 
and  training.  At  prefent,  they  wear  a  fort  of 
loofe  pantaloon,  no  (lockings,  a  loofe  robe, 
flippers,  and  fpurs  with  one  prodigious  long 
iron  fpike,  which  ferves  at  once  for  neck  and 
for  rowel ;  fuch  indeed  is  the  drefs  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  arms  confift  of  a  very  long 
mulket,  and  a  very  bad  (hort  fword  ;  their  fad- 
die  has  a  riling  behind,  which  reaches  a  conli- 
derable  height  up  the  back,  and  another  before, 
but  the  thigh  is  no  way  confined.  The  ftirrup 
is  in  the  Tartar  fafhion,  as  longhand  as  broad  as 
the  foot,  and  the  form  of  the  faddle  neceffarily 
obliges  them  to  ride  with  very  fliort  ftirrups ; 
for  if  they  could  not  raife  themfelves  much 
above  the  feat  of  the  faddle,  it  would  be  impof- 
fiblc  for  them  to  feat  themfelves  in  it. 

The  bridle  is  the  fame  as  that  ufed  by  the 
Tartars  in  general,  and  which  I  have  already 
marked  to  have  excited  my  allonilhment,  at 

finding 
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finding  among  the  inhabitants  of  Brazil.  It  ii 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  horfes  in  Barbary^  as 
well  as  Brazil,  are  remarkably  tender  mouthed, 
contrary  to  what  my  Englifli  readers  would  ex- 
pe<9: ;  but  thefe  powerful  bridles  keep  a  horfc 
in  awe>  and  the  fmallcft  touch  makes  him  obcy^ 
fo  that  there  needs  not  that  conftant  pulling 
which  my  countrymen  are  fo  fond  of.  I  am  aware 
of  the  force  of  prejudice^  and  that  I  (hall  be 
laughed  at  by  many,  when  I  affert,  that  a  fnaffle 
bit  and  a  tight  rein  are  good  for  nothing  but  to 
fpoil  a  horfe;  let,  however,  any  one  for  a  mo- 
ment confider  whether  any  animal  can  move  fo 
brifkly  when  reftrained  as  when  all  its  limbs 
have  their  free  motion,  and  then  let  them  fay, 
what  will  be  the  efFe(3:  of  the  perpetual  pulling 
and  fawing  of  a  fnaffle  bit.  Befides,  the  horfc 
by  degrees  gets  accuftomed  to  this  teafing  but 
infignificant  bit ;  a  ftrong  pull  becomes  necef- 
fary  to  check  him,  and  the  rider,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  with  Ertglifhjncn,  confiders  his  bridle 
as  a  kind  of  fupport  to  himfelf*  In  a  word, 
wherever  a  powerful  bit  is  ufcd,  I  haveobferved 
the  horfes  to  be  tender  mouthed,  and  the  re- 
verfe  in  thofe  where  the  fnaffle  is  employed. 
The  only  evolution  they  pradlife  is  to  form  in  line 
of  battle,  then  in  fubdivifions  to  advance,  with 
aftonifliing  rapidity,  fome  diftance  in  front  of  the 
line;  when  they  have  made  their  career,  in  full 
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ipeedj  they  in  an  inilant  throw  their  horfes  on 
their  haunches^  and  flop  as  if  nailed  to  the 
ground ;  they  then  fire^  and  return  to  the  pofi- 
tion  they  left,  and  this  manoeuvre  they  prad:ifc 
fo  often,  that  their  horfes  are  very  foon  ruined. 
They  feemed  to  have  no  idea  that  an  European 
could  ride  with  dexterity,  unlefs  taught  by  them 
and  were  much  aftonifhed  at  feeing  me,  on  a 
(mooth  faddle,  behind  them  in  no  feat  of  horfe* 
manfhip.  They  fire  with  great  exadlnefs,  but 
the  fire  of  cavalry  never  can  be  made  redoub-i 
able;  to  give,  therefore,  to  a  horfeman,  more 
than  one  piftol,  is,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferv-^ 
ed,  only  to  encumber  him,  and  to  take  from  his 
adivity. 

Their  manner  of  fhoeing  horfes  is  awkward 
in  the  extreme  ;  inflead  of  forming  the  fhoe  ia 
the  European  manner,  they  make  the  two  heels 
crofs  each  other,  leaving  an  opening  fomething 
like  a  loop  before.  They  cut  away  the  fore  part 
of  the  hoof  as  much  as  they  well  can,  but  allow 
it  to  fpread  on  the  fides,  by  which  means  the 
foot  not  only  becomes  unfhapely,  but  it  occa- 
(ions  the  horfe  to  cut.  The  fhoe  is  only  fixed 
on  with  three  or  four  nails  on  each  fide  of  the 
loops,  and  the  crofTes  behind  are  bent  up  and 
hammered  into  the  heel. 

On  my  arrival  at  Tangier,  Mr.  Matra  had 
given  me  the  privilege  of  ufing  his  horfes  when 
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I  pleafed ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  pat  at 
leaft  one  into  decent  trim.  The  (hoe  was  the 
firfl:  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform ;  for  which 
purpofc  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Moorifb  blackfmith  for  his  imita- 
tion. It  is  but  jufticc  to  thofe  arrifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials,  complcated  afet  of  very  decent  flioes, 
vhich  I  then  nailed  on  to  fliew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  feemcd  furprifcd  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however,  he  foon  ac- 
quirer a  competent  knowledge,  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  ihocs  fufficiently  forward.  I  fitted  up  an 
old  faddle  of  Mr.  Macra's,  in  the  huzar  Hyle, 
but  the  flirrups  were  loft,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingenious  fmith,  who,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  artift*  My  thus  being  my  own 
blackfmith,  fadler,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moors 
a  ft  range  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined themfelves  to  be  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world  that  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  fiables  are  likewife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty;  they  do  not  faften  their  horlcs  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  fore-legs,  with  ftraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftrctched  the  whole  length 
of  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 
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lay  down;  if  the  horfe  be  uhruly,  he  is  alfo 
faftened  by  the  hinder  kgSj  and  I  have  actually 
fcen  a  mcitlefome  llaliion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
horfcs  here)  not  only  faftened  by  the  fore-legs 
in  the  ufual  way,  but  with  one  hind-leg  fatten- 
ed^ fo  as  to  be  capable  only  of  moving  forward, 
and  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward* 
I  have  juft  faid  that  the  horfes  are  {o  faftened 
that  they  cannot  lay  down,  but  this  the  Moors 
confider  as  no  hardftiipj  for  they  endeavour 
to  prevent  them  from  it^  under  the  notion 
that  a  hor/e  thai  lays  down  isjick.  Of  their  horfcs^ 
however,  they  are  very  fond,  and  none  are  per-* 
mitted  to  be  exported^  except  fuch  as  are  prc- 
fents  from  the  Emperor. 

Travelling  is  very  inconvenient  iri  Bafbary ; 
t^tt^f  perfon  muft  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
road  any  way  comfortablcj  an  efcort  is  neceflary 
both  for  protection  and  to  procure  provifions  ; 
befidesj  there  are  only  two  fliort  feafons,  one  in 
fpring,  and  one  in  autumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  pratfticsble ;  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  fummer, 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
iiorfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftcp- 
ping  into  the  chinks. 
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treatment  of  Chriftian  Jktves  in  Barhoi/y.-^^tte  an^ 
tbor  receives  notice  of  the  demand  of  the  Btiti/k 
Court  for  bis  furrender. — Complies  with  it^  juttt 
fails  for  Giiraliar.-^His  letter  to  the  Govem&r, 
and  the  atffwer. — Sails  for  LiJbek.-^PoUtely  re^ 
ceived  by  the  Britijb  ^cers  there.-^fVntes  h 
the  Britijb  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray ,  with  thetr 
(infwers. — Sails  for  Portfmouib.'-^His  letter  t» 
tbe  Duke  of  Portland^-'^Sent  for  to  tow§. 

I  REMAINED  fomc  time  tt  Ttngkr^  etiyoym^ 
every  amufement  that  place  could  afford ;  I  vi- 
fited  the  fevcral  Confuis,  who,  notwithftMding 
any  war,  always  five  upon  friendly  cern^s^  TttHC^ 
to  the  benefit  of  their  fevcral  fovereigns,  y^bok 
affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  any  dis- 
agreement, as  the  Moors  would  not  fisiil  to  turii: 
it  to  their  difadvantage.  I  likcwife  amufedtn)^ 
felf  with  excurfions  into  the  coufttryj  but  theJfc 
the  rain  often  rendered  unpleafant  j  however,  » 
I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  peccjr 
inconveniences.  One  of  my  principal  attid^n^ 
ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friend  and  iw- 
nefadtor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Eart  St.  Vincent  difpatched   an 

officer 
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officer  for  mc,  I  was  found  in  <Jie  aft  of  fhoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flavcs  from  thcM"  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  and  Ham-- 
lurgheje^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfeives  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifted  that  they  fliould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  0*Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefl:y's 
ftiip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
chofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  comply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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ever,  atiy  other  ftiip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  (lie  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifting  red  at  the  main  I  would  inftantly  re- 
pair on  board. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  fight,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  prcvioufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  1  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  0*Hara  : 


cc 
fff 


Sir, 

*'  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
commands,  and  the  direftions  of  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Matra,  whofe  fingular  bounties  to  mc 
have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
me  as  be  pleafes,  I  yeflerday  embarked  on 
board  his  Majefty's  ihip  Petterell,  and  now 
furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo- 
fition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  affured  of  liberal 
treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
the  reditude  of  my  own  conduift,  and  the 
juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap- 
prehenfion;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  poili- 
bility  of  converting  any  ad  of  mine  into  a 

'*  crime; 
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^  crime,  long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,  I  have 
*'  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do, 
••  I  am, 
"  Moft  pcrfcdly  and  refpcdfully, 
"  Sir, 
**  Your  Excellency's 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

^'  J.  G.  S.  LISLE." 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
«  On  Uardhh  M.  S.  Petteiell, 
"  ^tbjan.  I799.'' 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedt  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer : 

**  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  i799« 
•*  Sir, 

''In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go* 

*'  vernment,    through  his  Majefty's    Principal 

'*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

*•  England  in  cuftqdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de* 

'*  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  fcrving 

^*  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

'*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

•'  CHA.  O'HARA/' 
"  To  Major  Lijler 

Z  3  Notwith^ 
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Notwithftahding  this  refufal  I,  however,  re-r 
ceived  marks  of  polite  and  kind  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofeof  me  as  he  pleafed;  and  as  his  Majefty*s 
Ihip  Mondovi  hove  in  light  the  day  after  ray^ 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordftiip,  that  as  Ihc 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her;  I  par- 
ticularly afked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier,  I  was 
lionoured  by  his  Lordfhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders 'to  iht  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  Ihe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofc  from  the  Gar^ 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  M?;/^w/ was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  1  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board,  • 
and  after  a  fhort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
Arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit  J  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tilh 
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tHh  Commanders  then  in  the  Tagus»  to  decUrc^ 
thsiX  I  nevcr^  in  the  moft  aufpicious  (ituation  of 
my  life»  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs*  As  foon  as  1  arrived  at  Li{bon^  I 
u^rotc  to  the  Brijilh  Envoy,  Mr.  Walpole,  tq 
*vhofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
jat  my  former  vifit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

LlBj^ON,  l8th  JaNI^ AEY|    1^9^ 

'\  Sir, 

**  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*'  letter  of  yefterday's  date,  and  I  take  this  op- 
**  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
**  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
'*  fend  you  home  in  cuftody ;  and  I  have^  in 
**  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  de- 
*'  iired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
**  his  Majefty's  ihip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
**  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attention  pofliblc  fronm 
^*  Captain  Blackwood. 

*'  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per* 
^*  ceive  the  impoflibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wiflies  to  come  on  (horc. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 
**  Your  moft  obedient, 

*'  humble  Servant, 
"  ROB.  WALPOLE.** 
•*  Major  y.  G.  Semple  Lijk:\ 

Z  4  I  like- 
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I  likcwife  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  the  ConftiU 
General,  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation;  and  his  anfwer,  as  explaining  not 
only  fome  parts  of  Mr,  Walpole's,  but  fevcral 
other  circumftances^  rnuch  better  than  I  am 
able,  I  fubjoia; 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RECEIVED  yefterday  evening  a  let* 
letter  from   you   without   a   date,    and  this 
morning,     at    ii    o'clock,   one    dated    this 
morning.     Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
prefent  fituation,  let  me  acquaint  you  that 
I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  board 
the    vcflel    in    which    you    left  this   river, 
after  ftie  was    under   M^eigh,    fo   could   not 
anfwer  it  to    you   then.      I    afterwards   re- 
ceived that  you  left  with  the  Portugucfe  gen- 
tleman at   Belem,    and  paid   him   the   two 
pieces  you  requefted  of  me ;    the  other  two 
which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  never 
feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  in  vain  to  cxpeft  it. 
All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
certificate  you  defired  from  me,  I  fent  Mr. 
J.  Fox,  at  Falmouth,   to  lie  till   called  for^ 
as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  h^ve  got  to 
hand, 

**  I  obRrve  what  has  pafled  with  you  flnce 
you  left  this*     I  went  laft  night  to  the  rooms 

"  ex- 
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expe<fHng  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole;  he  did  not 
come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in* 
difpenlibly  employed  at  prefent,  writing  to 
Madeira  and  England,  by  vcflels  ready  to  fail, 
that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
which  is  at  a  diftance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervicc 
to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
ing before  I  got  your  letter  i  but  ftill  more, 
becaufe,  as  he  now  afts  under  orders  from 
home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incll^ 
nations  towards  indulgcncies  to  you,  if  con- 
trary to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  meet^ 
ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
powerful  reafon  J  after  you  went  away,  fome 
difagreeable  circumftances  took    place    hc^ 
tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on   that  ac- 
count an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
fary,  which  the  Intendant  refenred  fo  much, 
and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infuking 
letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
put  your  foot  on  fhore  here;  and  from  the 
nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
all  Mr.  Walpole's   endeavour  to  prevent  it- 
Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

''  ant 
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I  pleafcd ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  put  at 
leafl:  one  into  decent  trim.  The  fhoe  was  the 
firfl  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform  ;  for  which 
purpofe  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Moorifh  blackfmith  for  his  imita* 
tion.  It  is  but  juftice  to  thofe  arcifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious ;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials,  compleated  afet  of  very  decent  fhoes, 
which  I  then  nailed  on  to  fliew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  feemed  furprifcd  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however,  he  foon  ac- 
quirer a  competent  knowledge,  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  ihoes  fufficiently  forward,  I  fitted  up  an 
old  faddle  of  Mr,  Macra's,  in  the  huzar  ftyle, 
but  the  flirrups  were  loll,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingenious  fmith,  who,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  arnft.  My  thus  being  my  own 
blackfmith,  fadler,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moors 
a  ftrange  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined thcmfclves  to  be  the  only  pcrfons  in  the 
ivorld  that  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  ftables  are  likewife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty;  they  do  not  fatten  their  horlcs  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  fore-legs,  with  ftraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftrctched  the  whole  length 
of  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 

lay 
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lay  down;  if  the  horfe  be  unruly,  he  is  alfo 
faftcned  by  the  hinder  legs,  and  I  have  adually 
fcen  a  mettkfomc  Itallion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
horfcs  here)  not  only  faftened  by  the  fore-legst 
in  the  ufual  way,  but  with  one  hind-leg  faften- 
ed, fo  as  to  be  capable  only  of  nnoving  forward, 
and  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward. 
I  have  juft  faid  that  the  horfes  are  fo  faftened 
that  they  cannot  lay  down,  but  this  the  Moors 
confider  as  no  hardftiipi  for  they  endeavour 
to  prevent  them  from  it^  under  the  notiori 
that  a  horje  that  lays  down  isjick.  Of  their  horfcs^ 
however,  they  are  very  fond,  and  none  are  pcr- 
Initted  to  be  exported,  except  fuch  as  are  pre- 
fents  from  the  Emperor. 

Travelling  is  very  inconvenient  in  Bafbary ; 
every  perfon  muft  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
road  any  way  comfortable^  an  efcort  is  neceflary 
both  for  protedlion  and  to  procure  provifions  ; 
befides,  there  arc  only  two  fliort  fcafons,  one  in 
fpring,  and  one  in  autumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  prafticable  I  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  fummer, 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
horfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftep- 
ping  into  the  chinks« 
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treatment  of  Cbr^m  Jiaves  in  Bariaiy.-^Tif^  ak^ 
tbor  receives  notice  of  the  demand  (f  the  Briti/b 
.  Court  for  his  furreiider. — Complies  with  it,  Md 
fails  for  Gilraltar.-^His  letter  to  the  Governor^ 
and  the  aiffwer.^Sails  for  Lifion.^^Polifefy  re^ 
ceived  by  the.  Britifh  officers  there.-^lVrites  h 
the  Britijb  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray,  with  thek 
^nfwers. — Sails  for  Portfrnouth.-^His  letter  U 
the  Duke  of  tortlmd^-^&eat  for  to  tow9. 

Iremaineb  fomc  time  tt  Tangier,  etijcymg, 
every  amufement  that  placeicouki  afford^  i  vi- 
lited  the  feveral  Conilils^  who,  notwithft^ilding 
any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  terii>s^  tmrch 
to  the  benefit  of  their  feveral  fovereigns,  -vrbofe 
affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  afty  dis- 
agreement, as  the  Moors  would  not  faiil  to  turn 
it  to  their  difadvantaige.     I  likewife  anRifedlny^ 
felf  with  excurfions  into  the  country,^  but  thefe 
the  rain  often  rendered  unpkafant  >  however,  9s 
I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  pet«5r 
inconveniences.     One  of  my  principal  aniaf»- 
ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friead  and.  W- 
nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Eart  St,  Vincent  difpatched   an 
■  officer 
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officer  for  mc,  I  was  found  in  <Jie  adl  of  fhoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addreffed  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  and/Z^wi- 
hurgbefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifl:ed  that  they  ftiould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mn  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
chofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  comply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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cvcr^  any  other  fhip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Pcttcrell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  flic  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
holding  red  at  the  main  I  would  inftantly  re- 
pair on  board. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  lights  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoudy  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  1  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  0*Hara  : 
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Sir, 

'*  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
commands,  and  the  direftions  of  the  benevo- 
lent Mr,  Matra,  whofe  lingular  bounties  to  me 
have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
me  as  be  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
board  his  Majeily's  fliip  Petterell,  and  now 
furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo. 
fition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  afTured  of  liberal 
treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
the  reiflitudc  of  my  own  condud:,  and  the 
juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap* 
prehenfion ;  but  did  there  even  exifb  a  pofli- 
bility  of  converting  any  adt  of  mine  into  a 

'*  crime; 
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•*  crime^  long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,  I  have 
^'  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do. 
*•  lam, 
"  Moft  perfeaiy  and  refpeftfully, 
''  Sir, 
**  Your  Excellency's 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

"  J.  G.  S.  LISLE." 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
<*  On  hoard  his  M.  S.  Petteiell, 
"  %ibJaH.  I799.'* 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedl  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer : 

*'  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  1799* 
«*  Sir, 

''In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go* 

*'  vernment,    through  his  Majefty's    Principal 

^*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

"  England  in  cuftpdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de* 

**  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  ferving 

*'  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

*'  Your  obedient  fervant, 

•'  CHA,  O^HARA/' 

*•  To  Major  Li/ler 

Z  3  NotwithI 
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Notwithftahding  this  refufal  I^  however,  re-^ 
ceived  marks  of  polite  and  kiad  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St*  Vincent  to 
difpofe  of  me  as  he  pleafed ;  and  as  his  Majefty's 
Ihip  Mondovi  hove  in  light  the  day  after  vay^ 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordftiip,  that  as  flic 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her;  I  par- 
ticularly alked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
honoured  by  his  Lordlhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders 'to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  Ihe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofc  froin  the  Gar- 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  M?;/^^i;/ was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  I  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board,  • 
and  after  a  ihort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit;  and  it  is  but  jufticc  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tilh 
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cHh  Commanders  then  in  the  Tagus^  to  declare^ 
that  I  nevcFj  in  the  mod  aufpicious  fituation  of 
my  life,  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs.  As  foon  as  1  arrived  at  Li£bon^  I 
wrote  to  the  Briufli  Envoy^  Mr.  Walpole,  tp 
whofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
Zt  my  former  vilit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

Liij&oN,  i8th  Janvaiyi  1799. 

'\  Sir, 

**  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*'  letter  of  yeftcrday's  date,  and  I  take  this  op- 
*'  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
**  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
'^  fend  you  home  incuftody;  and  I  have,  in 
**  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  de- 
*'  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
**  his  Majefty's  ihip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
"  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attei;itipn  poffible  fronni 
^*  Captain  Blackwood. 

**  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per* 
^*  ceivc  the  impoffibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wjfhes  to  come  on  (hore. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 
^*  your  moft  obedient, 

'^  humble  Servant, 
''  ROB.  WALPOLE/' 
^  Major  J.  G.Semple  UJUr 

Z  4  I  like* 
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I  likcwife  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  the  Conftil- 
General,  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation;  and  his  anfwer,  as  explaining  not 
only  feme  parts  of  Mr*  Walpole's^  but  feveral 
other  circumftances,  much  better  than  I  am 
able,  Ifubjoin; 

''  Sir, 

'*  I  RECEIVED  ycftcrday  evening  a  let^ 
"  letter   from  you   without   a   date,    and  this 
*'  morning,     at    ii    o'clock,    one    dated    this 
*'  morning*     Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
"  prefent  fituation,  let  mc  acquaint  you  that 
'*  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  board 
*'  the    vciTel    in    which    yoo    left   this   river, 
*'  after  fhe  was    under   weigh,    fo   could   not; 
'*  anfwer  it  to    you    then.      I    af^ierwards   re- 
'^  ceived  that  you  left  with  the  Portuguefe  gen* 
"  tlem^n  at   Belem,    and  paid   him   the   two 
*^  pieces  you  requefted  of  me  j   the  other  two 
'*  which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
*'  hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  never 
*^  feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  ip  vain  to  cxpcft  it. 
«*  All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
"  certificate  you  defired  from  me,  I  fent  Mr* 
**  J,  Fox,  at  Falmouth,   to  lie  till   called  for, 
**  as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  h^ve  got  to 
**  hand. 

**  I  obferve  what  has  paJfTed  with  you  fince 
^^  you  left  this,     1  went  laft  night  to  the  rooms 
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*'  cxpeding  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole;  he  did  not 
**  come  there ;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  (o  in* 
*'  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefent,  writing  to 
"  Madeira  and  England,  by  vcflels  ready  to  fail, 
••  that  it  is  impodible  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
*'  M'hich  is  at  a  diflance  from  mine;  befidcs,  it 
*'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervicc 
**  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  uith 
^*  Captain  Selby  mufi:  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter ;  but  ftill  more, 
•'  becaufe,  as  he  now  a£ls  under  orders  from 
"  home,  he  cannot  give  fcopc  to  his  own  incli- 
•*  nations  towards  indulgences  to  you,  if  con- 
"  trary  to  thofe  orders;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
•'  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  mcet^ 
*•  ing.     But  there  is  Jlill  a  further  and  more 
**  powerful  reafon;  after  you  went  away,  fomc 
**  difagreeable  circumftances  took    place   be-» 
**  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on  that  ac- 
'*  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
'*  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refenred  fo  much, 
*'  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
'*  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
*'  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
"  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
**  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  yoix 
**  put  your  foot  on  Ihore  here;  and  from  the 
*'  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
*'  all  Mr,  Walpole's   endeavour   to   prevent  it. 
**  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

•*  ant 
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I  plcafcd ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  put  at 
leaft  one  into  decent  trim.  The  fhoe  was  the 
firft  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform ;  for  which 
purpofe  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Moorith  black fmith  for  his  imita- 
tion. It  is  but  jullice  to  thofc  arrifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials,  complcated  afet  of  very  decent  ihocs, 
which  I  then  nailed  on  to  fhew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  fcemcd  furprifed  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however,  he  foon  ac* 
quirer  a  competent  knowledge^  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  Ihoes  fufficiently  forward,  I  fitted  up  aa 
old  faddle  of  Mr.  Matra's,  in  the  huzar  %Ie, 
but  the  nirrups  were  loft,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingenious  fmith,  who,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  artift*  My  thus  being  my  own 
black  fmith,  fadler,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moors 
a  ftrange  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined themfelves  to  be  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world  chat  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  ftables  are  likewife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty  ;  they  do  not  faften  their  horfes  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  forc-legs>  with  Itraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftrctched  the  whole  length 
of  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 

lay 


. 


MAJOR    SEMFLE    LISLE.  33^ 

lay  down  J  if  the  horfe  be  unruly,  he  is  alfo 
faftcned  by  the  hinder  legs,  and  I  have  actually 
feen  a  mettlcfome  Itallion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
horfes  here)  not  only  faftcned  by  the  fore-legs 
in  the  ufual  way,  but  with  one  hind-leg  faftcn- 
ed, fo  as  to  be  capable  only  of  moving  forward, 
and  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward. 
I  have  juft  faid  that  the  horfes  are  fo  faftcned 
that  they  cannot  lay  down,  but  this  the  Moors 
confider  as  no  hardship  i  for  ihey  epideavmr 
to  prevent  them  from  it,  under  the  notion 
that  a  horje  that  lays  down  isfick.  Of  their  horfes, 
however,  they  are  very  fond,  and  none  are  per- 
mitted to  be  exported,  except  fuch  as  are  pre- 
fents  from  the  Emperor • 

Travelling  is  very  inconvenient  in  Bafbary ; 
every  perfon  muft  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
road  any  m  ay  comfortable^  an  efcort  is  neceilary 
both  for  protedion  and  to  procure  provifions ; 
beftdes,  there  are  only  two  ihort  feafons,  one  in 
fpring,  and  one  in  autumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  prafticable  J  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  fummer, 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
horfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftep- 
ping  into  the  chinks. 
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treatment  of  Cbri/iian  Jloves  in  Bariary.'^T^  alf- 
tbor  receives  notice  of  the  demand  (f  the  Briti/b 
Court  for  his  furrender. — Complies  with  it,  artd 
Jails  for  Giiraltar.-^His  letter  to  the  Govenm, 
and  the  aiffwer.^Sails  for  Li^on.^^Politefy  re^ 
ceived  by  the.  Britijh  afficers  there.-^lVrites  h 
the  Britijb  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray,  with  their 
<infwers. — Sails  for  Portfrnouth.-^His  letter  h 
the  Duke  of  Tortland^-^Sent  for  to  towt* 

I  REMAiNfiB  fomc  timt  tt  Tingkr,  enjoyi«ft 

every  amufement  that  placcicoukJ  afford;  i  vi- 

lited  the  feveral  Confuls^  who,  notwithft^ilding 

any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  terms^  tmrch 

to  the  benefit  of  their  feveral  fovereigns,  'vrbofe 

affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  afty  dif- 

a^reeincnt,  as  the  Moors  would  not  foil  to  turn 

it  to  their  difadvantaige*     I  likewife  stmu&dtny^ 

felf  with  excurfions  into  the  country ,,  but  thefe 

the  rain  oftcrat  rendered  unpkafant  ^  however,  9s 

I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  petJejr 

inconveniences.     One  of  my  principal  attiftfe^ 

ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friead  and  W- 

nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 

far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 

be  related,)    Eart  St.  Vincent  difpatched   an 

officer 
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officer  for  mc,  I  was  found  in  <Jie  adl  of  fliocing 
one  of  them- 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addreffed  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  SLndHam- 
hurghefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  here; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfclves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifted  that  they  ftiould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  comply  with  it  fo  foon. 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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ever,  any  other  (hip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  \vhich  flie  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifting  red  at  the  nniain  I  would  indantly  re- 
pair on  board- 
On  the  8th  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  fight,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  3  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  0*Hara  : 


''  Sir, 

"In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
"  commands,  and  the  directions  of  thebencvo- 
**  lent  Mr.  Matra,  w^hofe  fingular  bounties  to  mc 
'*  have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofmg  of 
*•  me  as  he  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
"  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  Petterell,  and  now 
*'  furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo- 
**  fition.  From  you,  Sir,  I  am  alTured  of  liberal 
**  treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
**  honour  of  an  early  audience-  Confident  in 
"  the  redtitude  of  my  own  condud,  and  the 
'*  juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap- 
**  prehenfion;  but  did  there  even  exifb  a  pofli- 
"  bility  of  converting  any  zA  of  mine  into  a 

'*  crime; 
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•*  crime^   long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,  I  have 
^  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do. 
*•  lam, 
«  Moft  pcrfcaiy  and  refpcftfuUy, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency*s 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

*'  J.  G.  S.  LISLE/' 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
**  On  board  his  M.  S.  Pettetell, 
**  Sib  Jan.  I799.'' 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedl  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer ; 

••  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  1799. 
•*  Sir, 

''In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go* 

*'  vernment,    through  his  Majefty's    Principal 

'*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

••  England  in  cuftqdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de^ 

'*  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  ferving 

*•  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

'*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

*'  CHA.  O^HARA/' 

''  To  Major  Lijle:' 

Z  3  Notwith-1 
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Notwithftanding  this  refufal  !«  however,  re-» 
ccivcd  marks  of  polite  and  kind  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofe  of  me  as  he  pleafed ;  and  as  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Mondovi  hove  in  fight  the  day  after  my 
arrivalj  I  intreated  his  Lordlhip^  that  as  fhe 
would^  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her ;  I  par- 
ticularly afked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
lionoured  by  his  Lordlhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders  to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  fhe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofc  from  the  Garr 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  Mondovi  was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  I  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board, 
and  after  a  fhort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
compliflied  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit  J  and  it  is  but  juflicc  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tifh 
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ciAi  Cofnmanders  then  in  the  Tagus^  to  declare^ 
^t  I  nevcr«  in  the  moft  aufpicious  (ituation  of 
in/  life,  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs.  As  foon  as  1  arrived  at  Lalbon,  I 
wrote  to  the  Briiilh  Envoy,  Mr.  Walpole,  to 
ivhofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
;it  my  former  viiit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

Lu&oN|  i8th  Janvaayi  1795^ 

'\  Sir, 

**  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*'  letter  of  yeftcrday's  date,  and  I  take  this  op- 
*'  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
*'  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
'*  fend  you  home  in  cuftody ;  and  I  have,  in 
**  obedience  to  his  Majefty*s  commands,  de- 
*'  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
**  his  Majefty's  (hip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
**  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attention  poffible  from 
^'  Captain  Blackwood. 

**  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per* 
^*  ceivc  the  impoffibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wifhes  to  come  on  fliore. 
**  I  am.  Sir, 
^*  Your  moft  obedient, 

*'  humble  Servant, 
''  ROB.  WALPOLE.'* 
^  Major  J.  G.  Semple  Lijle.*' 

Z  4  I  like* 
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I  Hkcwife  wrote  to  Mr,  Murray^  the  ConftjU 
General^  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation  i  and  his  anfwer,  as  explaining  not 
only  fome  parts  of  Mr,  Walpole's,  but  fcvcral 
other  circumftances^  much  bett<:r  than  I  am 
able,  I  fubjoin; 

*'   SlK, 

"  I  RECEIVED  yefterday  evening  a  kt^ 
letter  from  you  without  a  date,  and  this 
mornings  at  ii  o*cIock,  one  dated  this 
morning*  Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
prcfent  fituation,  let  me  acquaint  you  that 
I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  board 
the  vefiTel  in  u-hich  you  left  this  river, 
after  ftie  was  under  weigh,  fo  could  not 
anfwer  it  to  you  then.  I  afterwards  re- 
ceived that  you  left  with  the  Portuguefe  gen* 
tleman  at  Belem,  and  paid  him  the  two 
pieces  you  requefted  of  me  j  the  other  two 
which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  never 
feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  in  vain  to  cxpeft  it. 
All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
certificate  you  defired  from  me,  I  fent  Mr. 
J,  Fox,  at  Falmouth,  to  lie  till  called  for^ 
as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  have  got  to 
hand. 

**  I  obfcrve  what  has  pafTed  with  you  fince 
you  left  this,     I  went  laft  night  to  the  rooms 

"  ex- 
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*•  cxpcfting  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole ;  he  did  not 
*'  come  there ;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in^ 
^  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefent,  writing  to 
*^  Madeira  and  England,  by  veflels  ready  to  fail, 
"  that  it  is  impofflble  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe^ 
**  which  is  at  a  diftance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
•'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervice 
**  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
♦*  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter ;  but  ftill  more, 
•*  becaufe,  as  he  now  afts  under  orders  from 
**  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
•'  nations  towards  indulgencies  to  you,  if  con- 
*'  trary  to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
'^  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  mcet- 
**  ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
♦'  powerful  reafon ;  after  you  went  away,  fome 
**  difagreeable  circumftanccs  took   place   be-i 
**  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on  that  ac- 
**  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
'*  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much, 
*'  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
^'  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
**  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
"  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
"  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
**  put  your  foot  on  Ihore  here ;  and  from  the 
♦'  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
"  all  Mr.  Walpole*s  endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
^'  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

*'  ant 
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**  ant  out  of  office  could  prevent  it,  and  that 
•*  you  may  believe  i&  totally  out  of  the  queftion. 
".  AU  that  Mr.  Walpole  could  do>  would  be  to 
"  infift  on  your  being  delivered  up  virhencvejr 
"  he  pointed  out  the  veflcl  in  which  he  wanted 
^^  to  fend  you  to  England  ;  and  even  then  the 
•*'  Intendant  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  fend 
**  you  on  board  a  prifoner,  and  with  what  dif- 
"  agreeable  marks  be  might  chufe  to  call  ne-r 
**  ceflary,  on  the  fcore  of  fecurity  for  your  not 
*•  being  one  inftant  at  liberty  in  this  city:  all 
*'  this  he  can  do,  and  I  dare  fay^  would  not 
•*  bate  one  difagreeable  item.  As  for  me,  I 
^'  cannot  fpeak  to  the  Intendant,  having  been 
**  implicated  in  the  bufinefs  between  him  and 
•*  the  Envoy,  in  fo  much,  that  we  have  had  no 
"  communication  fince. 

•*  From  all  this  you  will  gather  that  it  is  my 
•^  opinion  that  you  have  nothing  for  it  but  pa^ 
*'  tience,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  it  you  can ; 
•^  and  when  you  arrive  in  England,  I  doubt  not 
•*  your  readinefs  to  furrender  ypurfelf  to  your 
•*  country  will  have  full  weight,  and  be  of  that 
•*  fervice  to  you  there,  M'hichit  cannot  poffibly 
**  be  here.  I  return  you  Governor  O'Hara'6 
?•  letter. 

''  I  am.  Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

*'  CHAS.  MURRAY/* 

«*  Lijion^  Jan*  18,  1799/* 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding  thcfc  friendly  cautions,,  as 
there  were  no  apprehcnfions  entertained  of  my 
deferting,  I  frequently  went  on  ihore  in  the 
moft  perfed  contempt  of  Manique  and  his  au- 
thority. 

About  the  loth  of  February  we  failed  for 
England,  and  after  a  pleafant  paflage,  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth  on  the  2 id  of  the  fame 
month.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  an- 
nounced myfelf  to  his  Grace  of  Portland  in  the 
Allowing  letter : 

«  0«Awi/i&iVAf.  ^/&/>  Brilliant,  22d Feb.  1799. 
^'  My  Lord, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your 
•'  Grace  from  Tangicrs,  that  in  confequence  of 
*'  the  extraordinary  events  with  which  you  arc 
**  acquainted,  I  had  found  myfelf  reduced  to 
*•*  the  neceflity  of  looking  for  hofpitality  on  the 
'**  (hores  of  Barbary,  where  I  engaged  myfelf  to 
^^  remain  inadlive,  a  time  more  than  fufficient 
"  for  your  Grace  to  convey  to  me  your  con|- 
"  mands,  which  I  bound  myfelf  to  obey.  About 
^'  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  in  that  country  it 
'*'  was  intimated  by  General  O'Hara  to  Mr. 
'*'  Matra,  his  Majefty's  Conful-General,  (whofe 
*'  bounties  to  me  had  given  him  a  right  to  dif- 
V  pofe  of  me  as  he  pleafed,)  that  the  Britifti 

Envoy 
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I  pleafed ;  I  therefore  took  upon  me  to  put  at 
leafl:  one  into  decent  trim.  The  fhoc  was  the 
firft  point  that  I  proceeded  to  reform ;  for  which 
purpofe  having  myfelf  made  a  proper  model,  I 
took  it  to  a  Moorifli  blackfmith  for  his  imita- 
tion. It  is  but  juftice  to  thofe  arcifts  to  fay, 
that  they  are  ingenious;  for  the  man  after  a 
few  trials^  compleated  afet  of  very  decent  Ihoes, 
which  I  then  nailed  on  to  ftiew  him  the  method 
of  doing  it.  He  feemed  furprifed  at  my  mode 
of  trimming  the  hoof;  however^  he  foon  ac- 
quirer a  competent  knowledge,  though  I  had 
much  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  fix 
the  fhocs  fufficiently  forward.  I  fitted  up  an 
old  faddle  of  Mr.  Matra's,  in  the  huzar  ftyle, 
but  the  flirrups  were  loft,  nor  could  I  get  a  pair 
in  all  Tangier;  I  had,  therefore,  recourfe  to 
my  ingenious  fmirh,  ^vho,  by  the  help  of  a 
model,  made  a  pair  that  would  not  have  difgraced 
a  Birmingham  artirt.  My  thus  being  my  own 
blackfmith,  fadler,  and  farrier,  gave  the  Moora 
a  ftrange  idea  of  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  ima- 
gined themfelves  to  be  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world  that  were  capable  of  managing  a  horfe. 

Their  ftables  are  likewife  a  fcene  of  abfurdity 
and  cruelty;  they  do  not  faften  their  horfes  by 
the  head,  but  by  the  fore-legs,  with  ftraps,  to 
a  chain,  which  is  ftrctched  the  whole  length 
of  the  manger,  fo  that  the  poor  animals  cannot 

lay 
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lay  down;  if  the  horfe  be  uhruly,  he  is  alfo 
faftcned  by  the  hinder  legs,  and  I  have  adually 
fcen  a  mettlcfome  llatiion  (for  fuch  are  all  the 
horfcs  here)  not  only  faftencd  by  the  fore-legs 
in  the  ufual  way,  but  with  one  hind-leg  faftcn- 
ed, fo  as  to  be  capable  only  of  moving  forward, 
and  the  other  capable  only  of  moving  backward. 
I  have  juft  faid  that  the  horfes  are  fo  fafteiied 
that  they  cannot  lay  down,  but  this  the  Moors 
coniidcr  as  no  hardfliip;  for  they  endeavour 
to  prevent  them  from  it,  under  the  notion 
that  a  horfe  that  lays  i&wn  isjick.  Of  their  horfcs^ 
however,  they  are  very  fond,  and  none  are  per- 
mitted to  be  exported,  except  fuch  as  arc  prc- 
fents  from  the  Emperor. 

Travelling  is  very  inconvenient  in  Bafbary ; 
every  perfoo  muft  have  a  pafs,  and  to  make  the 
road  any  way  comfortable^  an  efcort  is  neceflary 
both  for  protcdion  and  to  procure  provifions; 
befides,  there  are  only  two  fhort  feafons,  one  in 
fpringt  and  one  in  autumn,  when  travelling  is 
decently  prafticable;  for  in  winter,  the  whole 
country  is  deluged  with  rain,  and  in  fommerp 
the  ground  cracks  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
horfe  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  legs  by  ftep- 
ping  into  the  chinks. 
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CHAP.  Jt XVI. 

Trtatment  of  Cbrpftiott  Jktve^s  in  Bafhai/y.'^^^The  aU^ 
thot  receives  notice  of  the  demand  cf  the  Briti/h 
.  Court  for  his  furrender. — Complies  with  it,  ^wtf 
fails  for  Giiraitar.-^His  letter  to  the  Govem&r, 
and  the  atffwer.-^Sails  for  Lifion.-^^PoUtely  re^ 
ceived  by  the.  Britifi  facers  there.-^Wrttes  h 
the  Britijh  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray,  with  their 
0nfwers. — Sails  for  Portfmoutb.'-^His  letter  h 
the  Duke  of  Portland^^^Sent  for  to  tow$, 

I  REMAINED  fomc  time  Jtt  Ttngicr,  enjoyi«(& 

every  amufement  that  place  couM  afford ;  I  vi- 

fited  the  feveral  Confuls^  who,  notwithftafftiing 

any  war,  always  live  upon  friendly  tern)S^  tmstdh 

to  the  benefit  pf  their  feveral  fovereigns,  ^hofe 

affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  afty  dif- 

a^reetncnt,  as  the  Moors  would  not  foil  to  turti 

it  to  their  difadvantaige.     I  likcwife  anrRifed  tnj^ 

felf  with  ex<:urfions  into  the  coufttryj  but  thefe 

the  rain  oftem  rendered  unpleafant  ^  however,  afi^ 

I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  petJCJr 

inconveniences.     One  of  my  principal  aftldTe- 

ments  was  the  improving  of  my  fricad  and.  b^ 

nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 

far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 

be  related,)    Eart  St.  Vincent  difpatched   an 

-  '  officer 
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officer  for  mc,  I  was  found  in  |Jie  aft  of  fliocing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addreffed  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  SLndHam- 
hurgbefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavcry. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentarion  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
filled that  they  fhould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  0*Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Peterell,  was  directed  to  receive  me,  if  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  me  to  comply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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ever,  any  other  fhip  came  in  a  few  daysj  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  fhe  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifting  red  at  the  main  I  would  inHantly  re- 
pair on  board* 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1799,  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  fighr,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon^  I  re- 
paired on  board  ;  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  O'Hara  : 


Sir, 

"In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
commands,  and  the  direiftions  of  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Matra,  whofe  fingular  bounties  to  me 
have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
me  as  be  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
board  his  Majefty*s  fhip  Petterell,  and  now 
furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo- 
lition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  affured  of  liberal 
treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
the  reditude  of  my  own  condutft,  and  the 
juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap* 
prehenfion ;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  pofli- 
bility  of  converting  any  ai5l  of  mine  into  a 

"  crime  i 
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•*  crime^  long  accuftomed  to  adverfity,  I  have 
^'  learnt  to  meet  with  firmncfs  all  man  can  do. 
*•  lam, 
«  Moft  pcrfeaiy  and  refpcftfuUy, 
"  Sir, 
**  Your  Excellency*3 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

"  J.  G.  S.  LISLE/' 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
«  On  board  bis  M.  S.  Petteiell, 
**  %tbJaH.  I799,'' 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedl  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
requeft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer ; 

••  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  1799. 
•*  Sir, 

''In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go* 

•'  vernment,    through  his  Majefty's    Principal 

'*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

••  England  in  cuftqdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de^ 

'*  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  ferving 

**  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

'*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

•'  CHA.  O^HARA/' 
''  To  Major  Lijle:' 

Z  3  Notwith-1 
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ever*  any  other  fliip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  fronn 
the  expedition  on  which  fhe  was  going,  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifting  red  at  the  main  I  would  inftantly  re- 
pair on  board. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1799*  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  light,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  j  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  0*Hara  ; 


Sir, 

"  Ik  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
commands,  and  the  directions  of  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Matra,  whofe  fingtilar  bounties  to  me 
have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
me  as  he  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
board  his  Majefty's  fhip  Petterell,  and  now 
furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo- 
fition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  afTurcd  of  liberal 
treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
^  honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
the  reditudc  of  my  own  conduft,  and  the 
jufticc  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap- 
prehenfion ;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  poJTi- 
bility  of  converting  any  tx6t  of  mine  into  a 

"  crime; 
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ciAi  Cofnmanders  then  in  the  Tagus^  to  decUrc^ 
^t  I  nevcr»  in  the  moft  aufpicious  (ituation  of 
my  life,  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs*  As  foon  as  1  arrived  at  Lalbon,  I 
wrote  to  the  Briiilh  Envoy^  Mr.  Walpole,  tp 
ivhofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
;it  my  former  viiit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

Lu«oN|  i8th  Jan.vaayi  1759. 

'\  Sir, 

**  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*'  letter  of  yeftcrday's  date,  and  I  cake  this  op- 
*'  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
*'  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
'*  fend  you  home  in  cuftody ;  and  I  have,  in 
*'  obedience  to  his  Majefty*s  commands,  de- 
*'  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
**  his  Majefty's  (hip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
**  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attention  poffible  from 
^*  Captain  Blackwood. 

*'  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per* 
^*  ceivc  the  impoffibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wifhes  to  come  on  fliore. 
**  I  am.  Sir, 
^*  Your  moft  obedient, 

"  humble  Servant, 
''  ROB.  WALPOLE.'* 
«  Major  y.  G.  Semple  LiJUr 

Z  4  I  like* 
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Notwithftahding  this  refufal  li  however,  re-^ 
ceived  marks  of  polite  and  kind  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofeof  me  as  he  pieafed;  and  as  his  Majefty*s 
fhip  Mondovi  hove  in  fight  the  day  after  my 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordftiip,  that  as  fhc 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her ;  I  par- 
ticularly aiked  this^  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
lionoured  by  his  Lordlhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders 'to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  Ihe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofc  from  the  Gar- 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  that  the  Mondovi  was  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  I  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board, 
and  after  a  fhort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit  J  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tilh 
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••  CXpcAing  to  meet  Mr.  Watlpolc;  he  did  not 
^'  come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in-* 
**  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefent,  writing  to 
•'  Madeira  and  England,  by  vcflels  ready  to  fail, 
•'  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
"  which  is  at  a  diflance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
•'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervicc 
•*  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
•*  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter  5  but  ftill  more, 
«  becaufe,  as  he  now  adls  under  orders  from 
•*  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
•'  nations  towards  indulgencies  to  you,  if  con- 
**  trary  to  thofc  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
"  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  meet- 
*'  ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
♦*  powerful  reafon  j  after  you  went  away,  fomc 
*'  difagreeable  circumftances  took   place   be- 
•'  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on  that  ac- 
'*  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
*'  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much, 
*'  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
*'  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
*'  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
*'  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
*'  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
•*  put  your  foot  on  fliore  here ;  and  from  the 
♦*  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
•*  all  Mr.  Walpole's  endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
^'  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

''  ant 


358  THE    LIFE    OF 

defence  on  the  road ;  in  fhort^  his  humanity 
and  poUtencfs  made  mc  forget  that  I  was  a 
prifoner^ 


' '  't  •^' 


CHAP.     XXVII, 

The  author  arrives  in  town,  is  Jent  to  TothsLFields 
Bridewell. — Character  of  that  prifon.^-^Tbe  au- 
thor*^ exploits  with  bailiffs. — Conclufion^ 

At  my  arrival  in  town  I  was  depofited  in  Tot- 
hil-Fields  Bridewell,  where  I  have  ever  <incc 
remained,,  to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  the  place, 
like  a  parcel  left  at  an  inn  till  called  for.  Here 
I  have  received  the  utmoft  politenefs,  and  the 
moft  humane  attention,  from  lyfr.  Fenwick,  the 
Governor,  and  his  family,  who  feem,  in  fhort, 
to  be  formed  by  nature  for  foftening  the  rigours 
of  captivity ;  fuch,  too,  is  the  force  of  example, 
that  the  fame  humanity  pefvade^  all  his  fervants, 
and  guilt,  though  nothing  human  pan  diveft  if 
of  its  horrors  and  remorfe,  fcel§  ^hen>  as  its 
worft  evils,  without  the  aggravation  of  torturc$^ 
equally  cruel,  unneceflary,  and  impolitic. 

Thus  far  has  been,   what  we  may  call,    thp 
more  fcrious  part  of  my  hiftory ;  and  many  of 

my 
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^  CxpcAing  to  meet  Mr.  Watlpolc;  he  did  not 
^'  come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in* 
**  difpenfibly  employed  at  prcfent,  lit^riting  to 
''  Madeira  and  England^  by  veflels  ready  to  fail, 
*'  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe. 
"  which  is  at  a  diftance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
•'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fervicc 
•*  to  you,  not  only  becaufe  his  conference  with 
•*  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
"  ing  before  I  got  your  letter ;  but  ftill  more, 
•*  becaufe,  as  he  now  adls  under  orders  from 
•*  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
•'  nations  towards  indulgencies  to  you,  if  con- 
**  trary  to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
''  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  meet- 
**  ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
♦'  powerful  reafon  j  after  you  went  away,  fome 
*'  difagreeable  circumftances  took   place    be- 
•'  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on  that  ac- 
**  count  an  application  to  Court  became  nccef- 
'*  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much. 
**  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
*'  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulent  and  infulting 
**  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
"  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
*'  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
•'  put  your  foot  on  fliore  here ;  and  from  thp 
♦'  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
•*  all  Mr.  Walpole's   endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
^'  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

*'  ant 
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One  of  my  beft  manoeuvres  to  avoid  them 
was,  before  my  perfon  was  known  to  them,  to 
pretend  bufinefs  in  all  the  different  fpunging- 
houfes:    I  thus  knew  their  faces^  and  by  the 
help  of  a  good  look-out,  for  a  long  time  avoid- 
ed them.      One  day,  however,   near  Charing- 
crofs.    I  was  met  in  a  hackney-coach  by  ^wo 
bailiffs,  who  had  a  writ  againft  mei  as  foon  as 
I  perceived  them,   I  ordered  the  coachman  to 
drive  as  faft  as  he  poiTibly  could  into  the  Horfe 
Guards,    promifing   to   take   ail   confecjuences 
upon  myfelf,  and  to  give  him  a  guinea  for  his 
trouble.     Thp  descendant  of  Jehu  exerted  his 
utmoft  fkill,  but  without  being  abl?  to  prevent 
one  from  attempting  to  feize  the  horfes,  while 
the  other  attempted  to  ftorm  the  door;  a  dex- 
terous application  of  the  whip,  however,  made 
the  pofl  the  former  had  taken  very  uneafy,  and 
I   repelled,   as  w  ell  as  I  could,  the  attacks  of 
the  other  invader.     Both  clung,  however,  to  the 
fides  of  the  coach,  till  we  drove  altogether  into 
the  Horfe  Guards  ;  there  I  leaped  out,  and  hav- 
ing explained  ihe  matter  to  the  officer  then  on 
duty,  made  a  bow^  to  the  bailiffs,   and  wallted 
through  the  Park,    while  they  returned  by  the 
gate  they  had  entered,  amidft  the  laughter  of 
all  who  beheld  the  fcene. 

Another  time,  fitting  at  break fafl,  I  wa?  at- 
tacked by  three  of  them,  and  got  off  by  the  fol- 
lowing 
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Notwithftanding  thcfe  friendly  cautions,  as 
there  were  no  apprehenfions  entertained  of  my 
deferting,  I  frequently  went  on  Ihore  in  the 
moft  pcrfed  contempt  of  Manique  and  his  au- 
thority. 

About  the  loth  of  February  we  failed  for 
England,  and  after  a  pleafant  paffage,  ar- 
rived at  Portfmouth  on  the  2  id  of  the  fame 
month.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  an- 
nounced myfelf  to  his  Grace  of  Portland  in  the 
following  letter : 

•*  Oh  ^oarJ bis M.  SJbtpBuiLhlAiiT,  22 J Fei.  1799. 
^'  My  Lord, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your 
*'  Grace  from  Tangicrs,  that  in  confequence  of 
"  the  extraordinary  events  with  which  you  arc 
**  acquainted,  I  had  found  myfelf  reduced  to 
'"  the  neceflity  of  looking  for  hofpitality  on  the 
•'  (hores  of  Barbary,  where  I  engaged  myfelf  to 
*'  remain  inadtive,  a  time  more  than  fufficient 
'*  for  your  Grace  to  convey  to  me  your  com- 
"  mands,  which  I  bound  myfelf  to  obey.  About 
^'  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  in  that  country  it 
'*'  was  intimated  by  General  O'Hara  to  Mr. 
'**  Matra,  his  Majefty's  Conful-General,  (whofe 
•'  bounties  to  me  had  given  him  a  right  to  dif- 
:'•  pofe  of  me  as  he  pleafed,)  that  the  Britifti 

Envoy 
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and  muft,  for  my  own  fake,  bring  any  illegal 
aft  before  a  Court  of  Juftice,  that  I  might  be 
rid  of  fuch  plagues  for  the  future.  ,  This  puz- 
zled the  bailiffs,  who,  with  fome  reluctance, 
went  down  flairs,  and,  at  the  door,  enquired  of 
the  fcrvant  of  the  houfe,  if  there  was  any  other 
Captain  Semple-  in  that  ftrcet ;  fhe  told  him  there 
was,  and  opening  the  door,  pointed  out  to  them 
the  fame  houfe  that  I  had  done.  This  fatisfied 
tTrem,  and  1  profited  by  the  diverfion  thus  made 
in  my  favour  to  efcape,  leaving  my  honourable' 
namefake  to  fettle  the  affair  with  them  as  he 
could.  In  a  word,  he  was  taken  to  ^  fpanging- 
houfe,  in  fpite  of  all  his  remonflrances,  till  the  . 
agent  of  the  regiment  releafed  him  ;  I  havebeeq 
told,  he  afterwards  attempted  a  profecution 
againfl  the  bailiff,  but  it  appearing  that  no 
wanton  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  writ,  and  tfiat 
the  miflakewas  almpft  unavoidable^  he  obtained 
no  fatisfaiftion. 

Another  time  Colonel — —  had  the  mif- 

fortune  to-  be  arrefled>  awd  two  good  'fureties  be- 
ing demanded,  I  undertook  to  procure  th^m  for 
my  old  friend  and  companion.  Two  were  ac- 
cordingly found  ;  but,  alas!  notwitftftanding 
they  fwore  pofitively,  they  were  not  credited, 
and  we  were  forced  to  come  again  inta  court 
next  day;  then,  howtver,  we  fucceeded,  for 
having  procured  a  new  face ^  I  drclTed  one  of  the 

formei: 
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officer  for  mc,  I  was  found  in  tj^e  aft  of  ftioeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  znd  Ham- 
hurghefe^  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  been  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifted  that  they  ftiould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Peterell,  was  direcled  to  receive  me,  if  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  cdmply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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CHAP.  Jt XVI. 

Trtafment  of  Chr^an  Jioves  in  Bariaiy.'^^Tif^  aU^ 
thor  receives  mike  of  the  denumd  of  tht  Briti/h 
.  Court  for  his  furrender. — Complies  with  it^  Md 
Jails  for  Giiraltar.-^His  letter  to  the  Govermfr, 
and  the  aiffwer. — Sails  for  LtJboM.-'-^Politely  re^ 
ceived  by  the.  Britifi  ^cers  there.^^lVrites  h 
the  Britijh  Envoy  and  Mr.  Murray ,  with  then- 
^nfwers.-^Sails  for  Portftnouth.'-^His  letter  h 
the  Duke  of  fortland^-^Sent  for  to  tow9, 

I  REMAINED  fomc  time  Jit  Ttngicr,  enjoying, 
every  amufement  that  place  couW  afford;  I  vi- 
fited  the  feveral  Conflils,  who,  notwithftamding 
any  war,  always  five  upcm  friendly  tcrnosi  tfmdh 
to  the  benefit  of  their  feveral  fovereigns,  ^hofe 
affairs  would  be  materially  injured  by  afty  dis- 
agreement, as  the  Moors  would  wot  faiil  to  turn 
it  to  their  dtfadvanttge.     I  likewife  artRifed  tt\y^ 
felf  with  ex<:urfions  into  the  coufttry^  but  thefc 
the  rain  oftea  rendered  unpkafant  >  however,  ^ 
I  wilhed  to  fee  all  I  could,  I  difregarded  pet«Jr 
inconveniences.     One  of  my  principal  antfirfi^ 
ments  was  the  improving  of  my  friead  and  b^ 
nefadlor,  Mr.  Matra's  horfes ;  and  to  this  I  fa 
far  devoted  myfelf,  that  when  (as  will  hereafter 
be  related,)    Eart  St.  Vincent  difpatched   an 
- '  officer 
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officer  for  mc^  I  was  found  in  ^e  adl  of  (hoeing 
one  of  them. 

I  had  one  day  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
treatment  of  the  European  flaves  from  their  own 
mouths.  Walking  on  the  beach  with  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  we  faw  fome  of  thefe  captives,  one 
of  whom  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  in  German ; 
he  informed  me  that  they  were  Lubekers  znd  Ham^ 
iurgbe/e,  and  had  been  fome  time  in  flavery. 
Their  treatment  does  not,  however,  feem  at  all 
bad ;  their  allowance  is  about  fix-pence  a  day, 
at  leaft  equal  to  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  here ; 
they  are  not  compelled  to  work,  and  fome  of 
them  who  had  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be 
boat-builders,  having  beea  employed  at  their 
trade,  received  additional  wages  in  confequencc 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Confuls,  who  in- 
fifted  that  they  fliould  not  work  without  being 
paid. 

In  the  month  of  December  a  letter  came  from 
General  O'Hara  to  Mr.  Matra,  acquainting  him 
that  I  was  ordered  home  in  cufl:ody ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  Captain  Newhoufe,  of  his  Majefty's 
fliip  Peterell,  was  direcled  to  receive  me,  tf  I 
cbofe  to  go.  I  readily  confented  to  obey  the  or- 
der, but  wrote  to  General  O'Hara,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  cdmply  with  it  fo  foon 
as  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  all  the  time 
Captain  Newhoufe  could  allow  me;  if,  how- 
Z  2  ever. 
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cvcfj  any  other  fhip  came  in  a  few  days,  or  if 
the  Petterell  would  look  in  on  her  return  from 
the  expedition  on  which  five  was  goingi  I  would 
not  require  her  to  come  to  anchor,  as  upon 
hoifling  red  at  the  main  I  would  inftantly  re- 
pair on  board. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  I7g9j  fourteen  days 
after,  the  Petterell  hove  in  fight,  and  having 
made  the  fignal  previoufly  agreed  upon,  I  re- 
paired on  board  j  a  few  hours  conveyed  us  to 
Gibraltar,  where  I  no  fooner  arrived  than  I 
fent  the  following  letter  to  General  O'Hara  : 


Sir, 

*'  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
commands,  and  the  direcflions  of  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Matra,  whofe  fingular  bounties  to  me 
have  given  him  the  privilege  of  difpofing  of 
me  as  be  pleafes,  I  yefterday  embarked  on 
board  his  Majefty's  Ihip  Petterell,  and  now 
furrender  myfelf  to  your  Excellencies  difpo^ 
fition.  From  you.  Sir,  I  am  affured  of  liberal 
treatment,  therefore  I  have  only  to  folicit  the 
honour  of  an  early  audience.  Confident  in 
the  reditude  of  my  own  condud:,  and  the 
juftice  of  my  country,  I  can  entertain  no  ap* 
prehenfion ;  but  did  there  even  exift  a  pofii- 
bility  of  converting  any  ad  of  mine  into  a 

'*  crime; 
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•*  crime,   long  accuftomed  to  adverlity,  I  have 
*'  learnt  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  man  can  do. 
**  lam, 
"  Moft  perfcaiy  and  refpeftfully, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's 

**  Very  devoted  fervant. 

*'  J.  G.  S.  LISLE." 

"  Gibraltar  Bay^ 
<*  On  board  his  M.  S.  Petteiell^ 
*•  Sib  Jan.  I799.'' 

The  General,  probably  feeling  himfelf  a  lit- 
awkward  at  the  profpedt  of  being  drawn  into 
converfation  upon  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy, 
thought  proper  to  decline  complying  with  my 
rcqueft,  and  returned  me  the  following  anfwer : 

•*  Gibraltar,  the  9th  Jan.  1799. 
«'  Sir, 

''In  confequence  of  orders  from  Go^ 

**  vernment,   through  his  Maj  efty's   Principal 

'*  Secretary  of  State,    you  are  to  be  fent  to 

"  England  in  cuftpdy,  and  having  no  will  of 

"  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  de* 

'*  cline  an  interview,   which,  without  ferving 

**  you,  could  only  give  pain  to 

''  Sir, 

'*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

''  CHA.  O^HARA/* 

*•  To  Major  Lijle:' 

Z  3  Notwith^ 
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Notwithftahding  this  refufal  I^  however,  re-^ 
ceivcd  marks  of  polite  and  kiad  attention  from 
that  excellent  General. 

It  was  the  province  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
difpofeof  me  as  he  pieafed;  and  as  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Mondovi  hove  in  light  the  day  after  my^ 
arrival,  I  intreated  his  Lordftiip,  that  as  fhc 
would,  in  all  probability,  foon  return  to  Lif- 
bon,  I  might  be  permitted  to  go  in  her;  I  par- 
ticularly afked  this,  as  I  had  fome  knowledge 
of  Captain  Selby,  who  commanded  her,  and 
who  had  before  taken  me  to  Tangier.  I  was 
lionoured  by  his  Lordlhip's  confent,  and  he 
gave  immediate  orders 'to  the  Mondovi  to  pre- 
pare for  her  return  as  foon  as  Ihe  had  delivered 
her  difpatches  and  received  thofc  from  the  Gar- 
rifon. 

Next  morning  Captain  Grey,  whom  I  have 
before  mentioned,  came  to  me,  and  acquainted 
me,  thzt  the  Mondovi  W2i&  on  the  point  of  fail- 
ing ;  1  therefore  immediately  repaired  on  board, 
and  after  a  fhort  voyage,  during  which  I  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  attention, 
arrived  at  Lifbon. 

At  Lifbon  I  was  fent  on  board  the  Brilliant, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  officer  and  ac- 
complifhed  gentleman.  Captain  Blackwood. 
Here  I  enjoyed  every  pleafure  the  place  would 
admit;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  feveral  Bri- 

tilh 
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tah  Comm^ndexs  then  in  the  Tagus^  to  dccUrc, 
ths^t  I  nevcrj  in  the  mod  aAifpicious  iituation  of 
my  Ufc,  was  treated  with  more  kindnefs  and 
politenefs^  As  foon  as  1  arrived  at  Lifbon,  I 
wrote  to  the  Bri;i{h  Envoy^  Mr.  Waipole,  tQ 
whofe  humanity  I  had  been  fo  much  indebted 
At  my  former  vifit  to  this  place.  To  this  he  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer : 

**  I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  your 
*^  letter  of  yefterday*s  date,  and  I  take  this  op- 
**  portunity  of  confirming  to  you  the  orders 
**  which  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty  to 
'^  fend  you  home  in  cuftody ;  and  I  have,  in 
*'  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  qpmmands,  d^^ 
*'  fired  Captain  Selby  to  convey  you  on  board 
"  his  Majefty's  fhip  Brilliant,  commanded  by 
**  Captain  Blackwood,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
"  you  will  receive  every  attei^tipn  poflible  from 
^*  Captain  Blackwood. 

*'  Under  thefe  circumftances  you  will  per- 
^*  ceivc  the  impoflibility  of  my  acquiefcing  in 
^*  your  wifhes  to  come  on  Ihore. 
**  I  am.  Sir, 
^'  Your  moft  obedient, 

"  humble  Servant, 
*'  ROB.  WALPOLE/^ 
«  Major  J.  G.  Sample  Lifle:\ 

Z^  I  like- 
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I  likewife  wrote  to  Mr-  Murray,  the  Conftil- 
General,  who  had  fo  kindly  interfered  for  my 
liberation;  and  his  anfwer,  as  explaining  not 
only  fome  parts  of  Mr.  Walpole's,  but  feveral 
other  circumftances^  much  better  than  I  am 
able,  I  fubjoin; 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RECEivEnyederday  evening  a  let^ 
letter  from   you   without   a   date,    and  this 
morning,     at    ii    o'clock,   one    dated    this 
morning.     Before  I  fay  any  thing  on  your 
prefent  fituation,  let  me  acquaint  you  that 
I  received  a  letter  from  you,  from  on  board 
the    vefTcl    in    which    you    left   this   river, 
after  fhe   was    under   weigh,    fo   could   not 
anfwcr  it  to    you    then-      I   afterwards   re- 
ceived that  you  left  with  the  Portuguefe  gen- 
tleman at   Belem,    and   paid   him   the   two 
pieces  you  requefted  of  me  i   the  other  two 
which  you  mention  to  have  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Intendant  of  Police  I  have  never 
feen,  nor  ever  will ;  it  is  in  vain  to  cxpedl  it. 
All  your  papers  left  in  my  hands,  with  the 
certificate  you  defired  from  me,  I  fent  Mr. 
J.  Fox,  at  Falmouth,    to  lie  till   called  for^ 
as  you  defired,  and  I  know  they  have  got  to 
hand. 

*^  I  obfcrve  what  has  pafled  with  you  fince 
you  left  this.     I  went  laft  night  to  the  rooms 

'*  ex- 
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"  cxpefting  to  meet  Mr.  Walpole;  he  did  not 
*'  come  there;  and  I  am  fo  much  and  fo  in* 
**  difpenfibly  employed  at  prefcnt,   writing  to 
'*  Madeira  and  England^  by  veflels  ready  to  fail, 
^*  that  it  is  impofflble  for  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
**  which  is  at  a  diftance  from  mine;  befides,  it 
*'  appears  to  me,  that  it  could  be  of  no  fcrvice 
**  to  yoo,  not  only  bccaufc  his  conference  with 
**  Captain  Selby  muft  have  been  over  this  morn- 
*'  ing  before  I  got  your  letter ;  but  ftill  more, 
"  becaufe,  as  he  now  afts  under  orders  from 
•'  home,  he  cannot  give  fcope  to  his  own  incli- 
•'  nations  towards  indulgencies  to  youj  if  con- 
'^  trary  to  thofe  orders ;    and  for  that  reafon  I 
"  dare  fay  he  will  decline  giving  you  a  mcet^ 
**  ing.     But  there  is  ftill  a  further  and  more 
^*  powerful  reafon ;  after  you  went  away^  fome 
**  difagreeable  circumftances   took    place    be- 
"  tween  him  and  the  Intendant ;  on   that  ac- 
*'  count  an  application  to  Court  became  necef- 
"  fary,  which  the  Intendant  refented  fo  much^ 
•'  and  laid  before  her  Majefty  the  contents  of 
"  your,  what  he  ftyled,  petulcnt  and  infulting 
**  letter  to  him,  after  your  return  from  on  board 
"  the  packet,  that  I  am  certain  he  would  clap 
*•  you  again  into  confinement  the  moment  you 
*'  put  your  foot  on  ftiore  here;  and  from  the 
**  nature  of  his  office,  he  can  do  fo,  in  fpite  of 
"  all  Mr.  Walpole's   endeavour  to  prevent  it. 
^*  Nothing  but  the  Queen  turning  the  Intend- 

**  ant 
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Extras  from  the  Star,  of  Enjign  Prater^? 
Narrative  of  the  Mutiny  on  hard  the  Lapv 
Shore. 

**  On  the  I  ft  jday  of  Augyft,  179*]$  *bout 
**  four  o'clock  A.  M.  the  French  emigrants. 
"  and  a  number  of  deferters  (fent  on  board  the 
*'  Lady  Shore)  bound  to  New  Holland^  afc- 
*'  fitted  by  the  feamen,*  revolted,  and  took  pof- 
*'  feflion  of  the  (hip,  guns,  fmall  arms,  and  the 
*'  arm-cheft.  Mn  Lambert,  Chief  Mate,  whofe 
•*  watch  it  was  upon  deck,  having  obferve^ 
f*  them  for  fome  time  loading  their  mulkets  at 
*'  the  main  hatchway,  without  alarming  the 
"  Captain  or  Officers  commanding  the  troops, 
/*  imprudently  went  into  the  cabin,  loaded  his 
*'  piftols,  and  difcharging  one  of  them,  Ihot  a 
**  Frenchman,  named  de  la  Hay;  the  muti- 
*'  neers  immediately  Ihot  Mr.  Lambert  dead 
**  on  the  fpot.  As  Captain  Wilcox,  hearing 
**  a  noife,  was  coming  out  of  his  cabin,  he  was 
^*  ftabbed  in  the  right  fide  of  his  neck,  ancJ  in 
"his  left  breaft,  which  occafioned  him  to  fall 
*'  down  the  corppanion  ladder  into  the  great  ca- 
*'  bin,  which  was  our  apartment.  By  thistimethe 

•  The  feamen  evidently  lent  no  affiftance  m  the  time  of  the 
mutiny,  they  aficrwafds*  were  compelled  to  affifl  in  working 
the  fliip.     (P.  206.) 

.    ^'  V  revolters 
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•^  Wvoltcrs  had  entire  poffeffion  of  the  fhip,  fta- 
**  tioning  fentries  at  every  hatchway,  with  their 
•*  arms  loaded,  pointing  two  guns  down  the 
•*  main  hatchway,  loaded  with  grape-lhot  and 
"  broken  bottles^;  alfo  two  guns  on  the  fore- 
**  caftle,  pointed  aft,  loaded  in  the  like  mdn- 
•*  ncr ;  laying  on  the  gratings  at  every  hatch- 
*^  way<^  to  ftop  any  one  from  coming  upoii 
''  deck, 

"  About  eight  o*cl6cfc  A.  M.*  the  chiefs  ind 
**  fcveral  others  came  down  below  into  the 
'*  great  cabin,  and  demanded  ouf  arms,  which 
"  were  given  them ;  at  the  fame  time  Adjutant 
**  Minchin  gave  orders  to  the  ferjeants  to  deli- 
'*  ver  up  what  arms  and  what  amtniiriition  they 
**  had  amongft  them,  arid  defired  them  hot  to 
**  make  any  refiftance.  Adjutant  M.  gave  his 
"  word  and  honour  that  no  refiftance  Ihould  be 
**  made  on  his  part,  or  any'of  his  people,  againft 
"  them.  Serjeant  Hughes  informed  Adjutant 
"  M.  he  had  about  twenty-eight  ftand  of  arms, 
^*  and  about  thirty  or  forty  rounds  of  ball  car- 
"  tridges,  which  Adjutant  M.  ordered  him  to 
^  deliver  up. 

*  Mr.  Pmter  muft  cither  poflei^  the  faculty  of  feeing 
through  three  bulk-heads  of  flout  oak  plauk,  or  elfe  he  muft 
relate  this  froth  hearfay,  as  he  was,  at  the  time  he  mentions, 
coiicealed  among  the  women  conriAs.    (P.  199.) 

B  b  3  **  They 
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"  They  informed  us,  that  in  a  few  days  ihcf 
"  intended  to  give  us  the  long-boat^  and  fend 
"  us  awayi   which  they  performed  on  the  15th 
*^  day>   at  eight  o'clock  P,  M,  diftance  about 
"  100  leagues  off  land,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
"  river  de  la  Plata,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St- 
**  Mary;  fending  in  the  long-boat  twenty-nine 
"  perfons^    men,    woraen»    and  children,    the 
*'  youngeft  child  not  five  weeks  old.      After 
•*  meeting  with  very  tcmpeftuous  weather  and 
**  heavy  feas,  in  forty-eight  hours  we  arrived  at 
*'  a  Portuguefe  ftttlement^  called   Port    Saint 
"  Pcdrocs,  Rio  Grande^  where  we  were  received 
"  by  the  Governor  and  inhabitants  in  a  very 
'*  humane  manner.     On  our  firft  arrival  at  Port 
"  Saint  Pedrocs,  Adjutant  Minchin^  of  his  own 
•*  accord^*  allowed  James  George  Semple  Liflc^ 
"  who  was  a  convid:  on  boards  to  make  out  a 
•'  Report  to   the  Governor,  that  he  the   faid 
**  Sempic  was  a  Major  in  the  Dutch  cavalry^ 
'^  and  Adjutant    M.     fancflioned    him    in    it. 
"  Some  few  days  after,  the  officer,   at  whofc 
**  houfe  I  was  quartered,  alked  mc  the  reafon 
*'  why  the  faid  Major  had  not  his  uniform,  belt, 
•*  breaft-plate,  falh,  &c,  as   well  as  Adjutant 


♦  I  have  elfewhere  remarked  the  grofs  falfebood  of  this  re* 
lation,  for  further  fatistattion,  the  reader  may,  however,  w-* 
fcrioP,  215 — 317- 

^  M.  and 
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**  M  and  fclf?  I,  not  wifhing  to  deceive  the 
**  officer,  informed  him  he  never  had  any ;  and 
**  that  he  was  nothing  but  a  convid,  and  was 
^*  fent  out  for  ftvcn  years  tranfportation.  The 
•*  Governor  was  informed  what  I  had  re- 
*'  ported,  and  acquainted  Semple  with  it,  who 
**  went  to  Minchin's  quarters,  and  alked  his 
**  advice  what  he  Ihould  do  in  the  bufinefs? 
**  Minchin  advifed  him  to  feek  and  run  mc 
**  through,  and  there  would  be  nothing  more 
•*  faid  about  his  charadter-  Minchin  being 
"  very  intimate  with  Semple,  went  next  murn- 
•*  ing,  in  company  with  him,  to  the  Governor'si 
**  carrying  a  parcel  of  papers  belonging  to  him, 
*'  one  of  them  faid  to  be  a  Dutch  Commiflion 
•*  in  the  cavalry*:  and  Minchin  told  the  Go- 
"  vernor  the  faid  Semple  was  a  gentleman  of 
•*  rank  and  fortune,  a  paflenger  on  board  the 
"  Lady  Shore  j  and  that  he  knew  him  to  be  an 


*  I  am  more  afliamed,  if  pofliblc,  of  Prater's  ifolly  and 
bafenefa,  than  of  the  trouble  I  give  my  readers  in  remarking 
it*  There  was,  it  feemst  a  paper  which  he  could  not  rcad^ 
and  this  I  called^  what  it  really  was,  a  Dutch  CommilTion  ; 
but  furely  his  own  ignorance  was  no  fufficient  reafon  for  his 
afTertion,  By  the  fame  rule  he  might  deny  any  other  paper 
to  be  authentic;  he  wiflied  to  vilify  me  in  the  eyes  of  all 
mankind,  and  therefore  finding  his  flory  difrcgard<^J  by  the 
diitinguiflicd  perfooagca  of  Uw  Grande^  he  attempted  to  cir- 
culate it  in  England,  where,  to  his  difgracct  the  falfehood  of 
his  alTerUon  is  unj?erfalty  known, 

B  b  4  •*  officer 
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**  officer  in  Dutch  cavalry,  and  what  I  had 
*'  reported  was  an  infamous  lie ;  and  he  the  faid 
•^  Minchin  hoped  the  Governor  would  chaftifc 
*'  me.  Minchin  took  Semplc*s  advice  in  every 
"  thing,*  and  always  kept  him  company* 

*^  On  the  23d  September,  1797,  we  were 
"  embarked  on  board  fmall  craft  for  Rio  de  Ja- 
**  neiro,  Scmple,  Mr,  Black,  and  Michael 
**  Richards,  a  boy,  made  intereft  to  goby  land 
**  to  St.  Catharine's.  We  arrived  at  Rio  dc 
•^  Janeiro  on  the  23d  of  Odober,  fome  time 
*'  after  the  above-mentioned  people  had  reached 
**  thatfttclement  from  St.  Catharine's,  on  board 
**  the  Portuguefe  men  of  war.  Semple  was  on 
**  board  the  Admiral's  fhip,  Signior  Antoinc 
"  Janciro*s;  Mr.  Black  on  board  a  64  gun  fhip, 
"  commanded  by  one  Thompfon,t  an  Engliih- 
**  man.  On  board  the  Admiral's  fhip  was  an- 
*'  other  Engliflmian  (named  Philip  Anvorn,   a 


*  NcitKer  Minchin  nor  Prater  were  uy  eompam^nT^  and  had 
etihfr  of  thrm  taken  my  a^hice  during  the  mutiny,  I  have  little 
doubt  of  having  faved  the  flilp  ;  and  had  they  tajccn  it  when 
they  were  in  Brazil,  they  would  have  met  with  more  rcfpcft 
than  they  received. 

+  Since  the  time  of  one  Arnold^  I  hare  not  heard  of  even  an 
enemy  being  treated  with  fuch  uideccncy*  But  to  the  truth 
of  the  next  obfervatmn  I  readily  and  heartily  f  tibfcribe  j  Mr, 
Prater  w^ijincerelf  forry  \\\M  I  was  treated  with  refpe<^by  the 
moft  diCllnguifiied  officers  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice. 

"  Lieutenant 


MAJOR    SEMPLE    LISLE*  377 

^^  Lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  but  rank  of  Major* 
**  General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice)  who,  I 
*'  am  forry  to  fay,  paid  every  attention  to 
*•  Semple,  fupplying  him  with  calhi  and  in- 
"  troducing  him  to  the  firft  company  in  Rio 
*•  de  Janeiro.  Although  I  had  applied  to  him 
**  in  perfon  for  afliftance,  and  to  ufe  his  intereft 
"  for  us  to  be  better  treated  than  what  we  were, 
*•  he,  knowing  our  fituation,  many  days  with- 
"  out  fubfiftence,  adlually  in  a  ftate  of  ftarva- 
'*  tion,  the  allowance  from  the  Viceroy  being 
**  only  twelve  venteens,  fterling  about  i3'|d. 
*'  per  day,  for  fifty  days  ;  and  that  was  aftually 
*•  flopped  from  all  of  us  for  four  or  five  days, 
"  except  Drummond,  without  our  having  a 
"  morfel  of  bread  to  ear. 

"  On  the  23d  of  January,  1798,  we  were  em« 
"  barked  on  board  the  different  Brazil  mer- 
**  chantmen,  for  St.  Salvadore's  and  Lifbon, 
"  and  arrived  at  St.  Salvadore's  the  5th  of 
"  April;  being  very  ill  treated  on  board  the 
^*  merchantmen,  having  nothing  to  eat  but 
**  ftinking  fait  beef,  cafade  root,  and  horfc 
**  beans.  We  reprefented  our  ill  treatment  to 
**  Francifco  Paulo  de  Lait,  Admiral,  and  com- 
"  manding  our  convoy,  who  took  no  notice  of 
**  it.  We  ftaid  at  St.  Salvadore's  two  months, 
*'  receiving  no  fubfiftence  either  from  the  Go- 
^•vernor  or  Commodore.    On  board  the  (hip 

"  with 
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•*  Copy  of   Lieutenant  Gerard    Drummond's 
Certificate. 

**  Enfign  Prater  having  defired  me  to  look 
*•  into  the  above  Report  of  the  feizure,  &c.  of 
•*  the  fhip  Lady  Shore,  on  the  ift  day  of  Au- 
♦*  guft,  1797  ;  I  do  hereby  declare  the  above  re- 
'^  port  to  be  true,  as  I  was  on  board  the  fhip  at 
**  the  time,  and  have  been  with  Mr.  Prater 
•*  fince  leaving  the  (hip,  in  the  long  boat,  to 
•*  our  arrival  at  this  place. 

(Signed)  "  GERARD  DRUMMOND, 
"  Lieutenant  Bombay  Marines  Hon. 
**  Eaft-India  Company's  Service/ 


*»♦ 


*  This  WHS  a  moft  conyeDicnt  certificate ;  it  was,  without 
a  date,  tacked,  like  an  epaulet  on  a  military  coat,  to  aay  tkinj 
that  required  it^  and  (liifted  as  occafion  offered.  Mr*  Drum* 
mond  is  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  I  might  anfwer  his  certificate  by 
aikie^^i  who  i%  was  that  hid  himfelf  under  the  furgeon's  bed  ? 


(COPIE.) 
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**  with  myfelf  was  Lieutenant  Druminond.  On 
*^  our  coming  out  of  the  Bay  of  All-Saints,  we 
*'  tinfortunatcljr  carried  away  our  rudder,  and 
*^  were  obliged  to  return  to  refit,  when,  on  ap- 
'*  plying  to  the  Governor  for  a  paffage  in  the 
*'  fecond  convoy,  he  kindly  ordered  us  on  board 
*'  the  frigate  Carlotta,  the  Commodore  of  the  con» 
"  voy  where  we  cannot  fay,  with  truth,  we  were 
•^  treated  like  gentlemen*  On  our  going  into 
•^  the  Tagus,  we  got  aground  on  the  Bar  of 
''  Lifbon,  but  in  twenty*four  hours  we  happily 
*'  got  off,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Almighty, 
•*  and  not  by  the  good  management  of  the  Por- 
•*  tuguefe.*  Witnefi)  my  hand  this  iftSeptem- 
•*  ber,  1798. 

"  Wm.  PRATER,  Enfign, 
"  N.  S,  W.  Corps  of  Foot/* 

*  Mr, Prater  grows  wondrotia  pious  towards  his  conclufion; 
md  indeed  if  his  piety  there  arofe  from  repentance  for  the 
falfehoods  that  he  had  uttcrril,  it  jutght  be,  perhaps,  aeon* 
folailon  to  the  godly  parr  of  his  friends.  Without^  however, 
the  Icflfl  intention  of  onder-rating  the  mercies  of  God,  or  over- 
rating the  fcamanfhip  of  the  Ponuguefc  failors,  had  they  not 
been  on  board,  the  fl)ip  had,  I  doubt,  remained  on  the  Bar 
of  Lifbon  tUl  this  day. 


"  Cojy 
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•*  Copy  of   Lieutenant  Gerard    Drummond's 
Certificate. 

**  Enfign  Prater  having  defired  me  to  look 
"  into  the  above  Report  of  the  feizure,  &c.  of 
•*  the  fhip  Lady  Shore,  on  the  ift  day  of  Au- 
**  guft,  1797 ;  I  do  hereby  declare  the  above  re- 
''  port  to  be  true,  as  I  was  on  board  the  Ihip  at 
**  the  time,  and  have  been  with  Mr.  Prater 
•*  fincc  leaving  the  (hip,  in  the  long  boat,  to 
•*  our  arrival  at  this  place. 

(Signed)  "  GERARD  DRUMMOND, 
**  Lieutenant  Bombay  Marines  Hon. 
**  Eaft-India  Company's  Service/** 


*  This  wii9  a  moft  conTtDient  certificate ;  it  was,  without 
a  date,  tackecl,  like  an  epaulet  01^  a  military  coat,  to  a^y  tkin; 
that  required  it,  and  fliifted  as  occafion  offered.  Mr.  Drum* 
mond  is  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  I  might  anfwer  his  certificate  by 
aikie^^i  who  it  wis  that  liid  himfelf  under  the  furgeon's  bed  ? 
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A  Monfieur, 

Monfieurle  Baton  D'Omptkda, 
Envoye  d'H A RovKty 

^Ratisbonn£« 

*^  SourFREz,  Monfieur>  que  je  vouit 
**  demande  raifoa  de  votre  conduite  a  moil 
•'  egard* 

"  En  !•.  A  quel  titre,  et  dc  quel  droit  avei 
••  vous  en  la  temeritc,  de  me  faire  arretter? 
•*  Etoit-ce  comme  Miniftre  dc  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
*•  tannique?  Mais,  Monfieur,  etiez  vous  revetu 
•*  de  ce  caraftere  ?  Vous  qui  n'etes  recv  a  la 
V  Diette  de  Ratifbonne  que  comme  le  Miniftre 
"  de  I'Electeur  de  Brunfwic  Lunebourg,  et  en 
•*  qui  le  Senat  d'Auglburg  n'a  reconnu  que  ce 
•'  titre  dans  fon  decrct  ci  joint,  du  ii  Mars, 

*•   1794; 

**  Vous  avez  done  eu  tort  de  vous  qualifier  de 
•*  Miniftre  de  fa  M.  Britannique  comme  vous 
"  I'avez  fait  aAugft^urg  le  ii  Decembre,  1793; 
•*  et  dont  je  vous  envoye  un  fidele  extrait.  Cc 
•*  n'eft  done  point  a  ce  titre  que  vous  avez  pu 
*•  avoir  authorite  fur  moi 

"  Mais  encore,  etoit-ce  en  qualitc  d^autho- 
*•  rife  de  fa  M.  B.  ?  Mais  comment  auriez  vous 

Pimpudencc 
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'?  I'impudencede  )[e  cJir.c?  Vous  qui  fc^vez  que 
f^  Ip  yeritabk  Miniftre  de  la  Cour  Britanniqufi 
'*  a  Ratifbpnne,  a  declare  qu'  elle  n'avoit  pas 
"  ^txti^nAt  mpn  ^rreftation,  et  que  Je  Roi  n*a- 
f'  voit  aucun  fujet  de  plainte  centre  moi. 

•"  ypu?  n^aviez  done,  Monfieur,  aucune  au- 
"  tho^-ite  fur  mpi,  ni  cpmme  Miniftre,  ni  commc 
f  authorife  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique,  vous 
**  ^vc;z  done  outre  paffe  les  pouvoirs  qui  vous 
"  pnt  jCtc  confies  par  votre  Souverain,  et  par 
"  confequent  compromis  le  caradere  dont  il 
f*  voys  avoit  revetu, 

*'  Mais  2^.  Quartd  vous  auriez  ete  revetu  de 
-*  tpus  le3  titres  que  vous  avez  eu  la  prefomp- 
*'  tion  (}*emprunter,  ma  conduite  meritoit-elle 
"  de  fi  piauyais  traitements  de  votre  part?  les 
**  tenipi^nages  flatteurs  et  les  grades  honiiora- 

V  blcjs  que  ni'ont  accorde  les  'Princes  fous  les 
"  drsipeaux  defquels  j'aiiervir  ne  la  juftifient- 

V  ijs  pas  fuffifamment  ? 

'*  Je  ne  parlerai  point  ici  de  mes  campagnes 
*'  aiJ  ferviee  dc  la  Ruflie,  ni  de  celles  que  j'ai 
^*  fait  en  Amerique  dans  les  armees  de  S.  M.  B. 
**.  mon  Souverain,  nriais  je  parle  de  la  maniere 
"  doijt  je  me  fijis  montre  en  1793  en  combat- 
*'  tant  fous  les  ordres  de  S.  A.  S.  Monfeigrteur 
'*  le  Due  de  Brunfwie  Oels,  et  en  fuite  fons 
*'  ccux  de  S.  A.  S.   Monfeigneur  le  Prince  d* 

V  Orange,  le  grade  honor^le  que  cet  auguftc 

•'  Prince 
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'^  Prince  m*a  accorde  dans  Parmeede  LL.  HH* 
•*  PP.  prouve  la  confianc'e  qu*  il  avoit  en  moi, 
^*  ct  ft  j*ai  manque  a  mon  devoir,  c'etoif  a  lui 
**  et  nullccn^nc  a  vous,   Monlieur,  a  s'en  ptain- 

**  Aprcs  m^avoir  fait  eprouver  les  plus  in- 
**  juftcs  vexations,  nt'avoir  condanin6  aux  hor-,^ 
**  reurs  d'une  prifon  de  trois  tnois  oU  j*etdis  au 
"  fecret  amfi  qucmcs  domeffiques,  et  apres  ?tre 
**  refte  une  autre  mois  dans  cette  ville  pour  vous 
•*  d'onnpr  k  terns  de  proo-ver  les  griefs,  que 
"  vous  avez  avances  com  re  moi,  fans  que  vdus 
•*  ayez  pu  en  verifier  un  feul,  il  ne  vous  refte 
^  plus  maintenant,  Monfieur,  que  de  me  rendrc 
^  raifon  de  fi  iniques  proced6s.  J*exige  une 
*'  reparation,  vous  fave?:  de  quel  genre.  Vous 
"  avez  voulu  me  degrader  a  la  face  de  l*EuTOpe» 
'*  et  c'efl:  a  la  face  de  1 'Europe  que  je  vpus  de-. 
"  mande  la  fatisfadion  qui  m'eftMuc. 

"  Je  fuis  enattendant  votre  reponfe  a^Wnt 
^  que  je  dois  I'etre, 

"  Monfieur, 

"  Vptre  tres  humble  Serviteur, 

^'  J.  G.S.  LISLE, 
Ce  Mars,  1794^  '*  Major. ** 

THE   END. 


Printed  by  W.  Blackader,  Tookc's  Court,  Chancery  Lane* 
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